The  Red  Bank  Colleclion 
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•Twenty  Shillings,  / 

Ml 

'•  ry^HIS  Bill  fhall  pafs  current  for  Txveniy  Shdlin^Sy 

* JL  according  to  an  Act  of  (JKN  FR  AL  A^^SLiVi- 

***^BLY  of  the  Common-Wealth  of pn^cd  iht 

* wenticih  Day  of  A/tfrt'A,  in  the  Year  Orc  I houl  and  Sever. 

^ r*  ^iundied  and  Sevcnlv-fcvcn.  Dated  the 

k*  Of  A.  D.  1777. 

twenty  shillings.  : 


December  1, 2003 
New  York  City 
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AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc  • PRICES  REALIZED 


DECEMBER  1,  2003  • NEW  YORK  CITY 
Total  Realized:  Over  $4.2  Million 


A Highly  Important  1794 
Pattern  Half  Dime 
graded  MS-64  BN 
(NGC)  realized  $155,250 


This  Very  Rare  1866  Motto  $10 graded 
Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC)  sold  for  $97, 750 


This  Choice  Uncirculated  1896  $5  Silver 
Certificate  realized  $9,200 


LOT  PRICE 

LOT  PRICE 

1 

431.25 

71 

195.50 

2 

391.00 

72 

391.00 

4 

184.00 

73 

1,092.50 

5 

316.25 

74 

253.00 

6 

172.50 

76 

276.00 

8 

563.50 

77 

195.50 

9 

414.00 

78 

253.00 

11 

184.00 

79 

235.75 

12 

437.00 

80 

603.75 

13 

299.0(1 

81 

2,185.00 

14 

299.00 

82 

1,495.00 

15 

368.00 

83 

1,265.00 

16 

299.00 

84 

805.00 

20 

414.00 

85 

1.380.00 

22 

247.25 

86 

1,035.00 

24 

299.00 

87 

1,092..50 

25 

253.00 

88 

1,092.50 

26 

253.00 

89 

552.00 

27 

368.00 

90 

747.50 

28 

299.00 

91 

1,897.50 

30 

287.50 

92 

1.725.00 

33 

356.50 

93 

690.00 

34 

977.50 

94 

1,610.00 

35 

1,725.00 

95 

224.25 

36 

2,070,00 

96 

2,530.00 

38 

253.00 

97 

805.00 

39 

230.00 

98 

373.75 

40 

1,1,50.00 

99 

4,370.00 

42 

207.00 

100 

2,185.00 

43 

299.00 

101 

2,760.00 

44 

368.00 

102 

2,070.00 

45 

379.50 

103 

3,680.00 

46 

149.50 

104 

1,437..50 

47 

414.00 

105 

1,092.50 

51 

115.00 

106 

1,265.00 

52 

218.50 

107 

437.00 

53 

322.00 

108 

149..50 

54 

368.00 

109 

1.495.00 

55 

264.50 

no 

1,380.00 

56 

460.00 

111 

2..300.00 

57 

161.00 

112 

1,610.00 

58 

184.00 

113 

1,610.00 

59 

299.00 

114 

977.50 

60 

322.00 

115 

603.75 

65 

276.00 

116 

218..50 

66 

414.00 

117 

230.00 

67 

253.(K) 

118 

4,945.00 

68 

276.00 

119 

2,990.00 

70 

460.00 

120 

2,185.00 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

121 

2,530.00 

171 

977.50 

122 

2,185.00 

172 

4,140.00 

123 

2,300.00 

173 

1,380.00 

124 

661.25 

174 

1,610.00 

125 

356.50 

175 

2,070.00 

126 

2,300.00 

176 

1,495.00 

127 

1,782.50 

177 

1,610.00 

129 

483.00 

178 

977.50 

130 

575.00 

179 

1,150.00 

131 

1,495.00 

180 

2,760.00 

132 

1,840.00 

181 

1,380.00 

133 

1,150.00 

182 

1,495.00 

134 

3,450.00 

183 

2,760.00 

135 

1,840.00 

184 

460,00 

136 

1,035.00 

185- 

460.00 

137 

747.50 

lg6 

1,1.50.00 

138 

368.00 

187 

1.092.50 

139 

356.50 

188 

1,495.00 

140 

2,530.00 

189 

1.495.00 

141 

1,380.00 

190 

4,140.00 

142 

747.50 

191 

10,350.00 

143 

4,600.00 

192 

253.00 

144 

9,200.00 

193 

529,00 

145 

6,440.00 

194 

920.00 

146 

1,725.00 

195 

575,00 

147 

1,265.00 

196 

1,840.00 

148 

1,610.00 

197 

1,897.50 

149 

718.75 

198 

805.00 

150 

805.00 

199 

690.00 

151 

4,830.00 

200 

7,475.00 

152 

4,830.00 

201 

632.50 

153 

3,220.00 

202 

506.00 

154 

2,300.00 

203 

345,00 

155 

4,600.00 

204 

6,325.00 

156 

2,185.00 

205 

1,610.00 

157 

1,840.00 

206 

1,955.00 

158 

1,293.75 

207 

6,32.50 

1.59 

3,220.00 

208 

690.00 

160 

2,300.00 

209 

184.00 

161 

1.495.00 

210 

529.00 

162 

3,795.00 

211 

299.00 

163 

529.00 

212 

2.5.3.00 

164 

552.00 

213 

6.32.50 

165 

1,006.25 

214 

517..50 

166 

4,37.00 

215 

920.00 

167 

3,220.00 

216 

.356.50 

168 

1,725.00 

217 

299.00 

169 

4.37.00 

218 

.322.00 

170 

552.00 

219 

1,840.00 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

220 

391.00 

27.3 

1,955.0( 

221 

1,035.00 

274 

1,495.00 

222 

437.00 

275 

7.130.00 

224 

149.50 

276 

9,775.00 

225 

48.3.00 

278 

155,250.00 

226 

414,00 

279 

4,025.00 

227 

3,680.00 

281 

1,495.00 

228 

7,475.00 

284 

20.700.00 

229 

6,325.00 

285 

14,.375.00 

230 

161.00 

286 

5,060.00 

231 

322.00 

287 

6,900.00 

232 

299.00 

288 

3,220.00 

233 

920.00 

289 

2,76(1.00 

234 

920.00 

290 

1,495.00 

235 

2,300.00 

291 

1,725.00 

236 

920.00 

294 

2,990.00 

237 

632.50 

297 

4.370.00 

238 

5,290.00 

298 

8,050.00 

239 

2,300.00 

299 

3,220.00 

240 

2,760.00 

300 

4.600.00 

241 

322.00 

303 

11,500.00 

242 

3,105.00 

.305 

32,200.00 

243 

1,955.00 

.306 

32,200.00 

244 

460.00 

307 

35,650.00 

245 

1,955.00 

.309 

4,370.00 

246 

368.00 

311 

1.3,800.00 

247 

862,50 

,314 

4.830.00 

248 

1,035,00 

316 

25,300.00 

249 

471.50 

.317 

25,300.00 

250 

920.00 

318 

8,050.00 

251 

2,530.00 

319 

4,600.00 

252 

437.00 

321 

5,750.00 

253 

.3,220.00 

324 

,3,220.00 

254 

414.00 

325 

3,680.00 

255 

287.50 

,327 

18,400.00 

257 

115.00 

328 

21,850.00 

258 

2,530.00 

.329 

20,700.00 

259 

1,.380.00 

.330 

1.3.225.00 

260 

1,840.00 

.3.3.3 

7,9.35.00 

261 

2,185.00 

.3,35 

506.00 

262 

2,415.00 

.337 

546.25 

26.3 

1,265.00 

.3,38 

2,5.3I).00 

265 

.3,220.00 

3.39 

12,650.00 

266 

.3,450.00 

.340 

126.50 

267 

1,495.00 

.341 

2,127..50 

268 

1,610,00 

342 

218.50 

269 

9,200.00 

.34.3 

4.37.00 

270 

4,8,30.00 

.344 

414.00 

271 

.3,910,00  1 

346 

(>61.25 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRirF 

,348 

356.50 

405 

483.01 

349 

460.00 

406 

862.50 

350 

776.25 

407 

483.00 

351 

1,. 322.50 

408 

2.990.00 

352 

805.00 

409 

603.75 

353 

690.00 

410 

5,290.00 

354 

805.00 

411 

691).(X) 

356 

1,035.00 

412 

2,530.00 

358 

1,322.50 

413 

862..50 

.359 

402.50 

414 

3,680.00 

361 

1,955.00 

415 

2,3(K).(K) 

.362 

1,265.00 

416 

5,750.00 

363 

1,552.50 

418 

5.750.00 

364 

1,035.00 

419 

3,220.00 

366 

2,875.00 

420 

3,220.00 

367 

15„525.00 

421 

1,610.00 

368 

546.25 

423 

1,265.00 

369 

7,187.50 

424 

920.00 

370 

1,955.00 

425 

862.50 

371 

8,33.75 

426 

552.00 

.372 

2,415.00 

427 

1.610.00 

37.3 

1,495.00 

428 

1,035.00 

374 

1,150.00 

429 

11,500.00 

376 

48.3.00 

430 

690.00 

377 

6,670.00 

4.31 

1,840.00 

378 

7,475.00 

432 

1,092.50 

.379 

16,100.00 

433 

862.50 

380 

471. .50 

434 

14.950.00 

.381 

5,290.00 

435 

6,32..50 

.382 

31,050.00 

436 

977.50 

384 

11,500.00 

4.38 

1,265.00 

386 

9,487.50 

4.39 

805.00 

.387 

29,900.00 

441 

.322.00 

388 

12,650.0(1 

442 

1,265.00 

389 

13,225.00 

44.3 

1,207..50 

.390 

,368.00 

444 

920.00 

391 

1,955.00 

445 

1,840.(H) 

.392 

1,2(>5.00 

446 

,529.(M) 

,39.3 

977.50 

447 

,345.00 

,395 

.529.00 

449 

621.00 

.396 

,529.00 

450 

1.610.IM) 

.397 

862..50 

451 

1.380.00 

.398 

6.32.50 

452 

1,265.00 

,399 

.5„520.00 

455 

805.00 

400 

4,8.30.00 

456 

2,875.imi 

401 

1..380.00 

4.57 

2,7(>o.oo 

402 

747.50 

458 

1.840.(K) 

40.3 

805.1  Kl 

459 

977.50 

404 

1,782..50 

4(i0 

1.1.50.:n> 

411  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer’s  fee 


LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

462 

69<(.IKI 

558 

4M 

3.454t.tHt 

561 

4M 

977.50 

563 

465 

299. (HI 

564 

466 

5.290.(H» 

565 

467 

747.50 

566 

4f>« 

5.865.(Hl  j 

567 

469 

4.370.(HI 

568 

471 

632.50 

570 

472 

529.(HI 

571 

474 

1,380.(H)  1 

572 

475 

17.250.(KI  ' 

573 

476 

2.185.(H» 

574 

477 

3.105.(M» 

575 

478 

862.50 

576 

479 

4.370.(H)  ! 

577 

480 

1.955.00 

578 

481 

2,3(K).(H) 

579 

485 

920.(K)  ' 

581 

486 

575.(K) 

582 

487 

1,(H)6.25 

583 

489 

2,070.fK) 

584 

490 

368.00 

585 

491 

322.(H) 

586 

492 

977.50 

587 

493 

14.950.00 

589 

494 

8.625.00 

590 

495 

2.53f).(X) 

591 

496 

862.50 

592 

497 

1.380.00 

593 

498 

862.50 

596 

499 

7.36.00 

597 

5(K) 

1.495.(K) 

599 

501 

5.750.(X) 

6(HJ 

502 

920.00 

601 

503 

3.910.00 

602 

504 

1.150.00 

603 

505 

1.092.50 

604 

509 

1.437.50 

605 

510 

575.00 

606 

514 

517.50 

607 

515 

1.667.50 

610 

516 

2.185.(H) 

612 

517 

1.610.(H) 

613 

518 

1.265.(K) 

614 

519 

977.50 

615 

520 

2.3(M).(H) 

617 

522 

747.50 

618 

523 

2.070.(H) 

619 

524 

3.450.00 

621 

525 

6.210.(KI 

622 

526 

2.070.(K) 

623 

527 

l.(H  16.25 

624 

528 

2.-VH).(K) 

625 

529 

1.035.00 

626 

530 

3.220.(H) 

627 

531 

2,.1<H).(H) 

631 

532 

l.265.(H) 

632 

535 

1.322.50 

633 

536 

862.50 

634 

537 

575.00 

635 

539 

506  (HI 

636 

540 

1.495.(H) 

637 

541 

6.440.(H) 

6,18 

542 

1,955(HI 

639 

543 

1.035  (HI 

1 640 

544 

1J65(H) 

642 

545 

1.035.(H) 

644 

546 

1.150IHI 

645 

547 

1.437.50 

646 

548 

891.25 

647 

549 

920.(HI 

648 

550 

6.12  50 

649 

551 

1.840  (HI 

552 

I.(i35  (HI 

^51 

553 

805  (HI 

65.1 

554 

2.:xs  (!*► 

^56 

5S5 

2.18'.  h; 

' • Pi  f i ?<  ! 

•57 

747  SI- 

frfii 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

747.50 

662 

2.530.(H1 

728 

1.150.(X) 

787 

920.(X) 

848 

3,680.00  1 

914 

1,840.00  1 

1033 

1.495.(X1 

2.185.(H) 

663 

1,092.50 

729 

1.035.(XI 

788 

747.50 

849 

1,610.(XI 

915 

10,120.(X) 

1034 

6.210.(X) 

1,495.(H)  i 

666 

2.07(i.(HI 

730 

1,092.50 

790 

1,150.00 

851 

1.(I35.(X) 

917 

21,850.00 

104(1 

9,8‘X1.(HI 

2,415.(H)  1 

667 

2,415.(HI 

731 

1,006.25 

791 

632.50 

852 

1,265.00 

919 

5().6<XI.(XI 

1041 

529.(X) 

2.070.(H)  . 

668 

3,450.mi 

733 

1.437.50 

792 

10.925.00 

853 

632.50 

920 

1,840.(XI 

1042 

195.50 

1,84(I.(H1  ' 

669 

1.150.1X1 

734 

977.50 

793 

20.700.00 

854 

776.25 

921 

2,Q70.(X) 

1043 

253.(X) 

1.322.50  . 

670 

5.290.(XI  1 

735 

8(15.(X1 

794 

10,925.00 

855 

862.50 

922 

805.(X) 

1044 

195.5(1 

4.830.(H)  1 

671 

3,105.(XI 

736 

1,495.(X) 

797 

7,475.00 

857 

1,351.25 

923 

2,530.(X) 

1045 

862.50 

1,265.(X)  ! 

672 

1,610.00 

737 

1,495.00  ' 

798 

8,625.00 

858 

3,220.00 

924 

920.00 

1047 

218.50 

3,220.(H) 

675 

1,15(I.(XI 

738 

920.00 

799 

8,050.00 

859 

2,300.00 

925 

1,955.(X) 

1048 

483.(Xl 

7.475.(K) 

676 

575.(HI 

739 

28,750.00 

800 

6,900.00 

860 

690.(X) 

926 

8,337.50 

1049 

598.(X) 

3.680.(HI 

677 

.345.00 

74(1 

5,175.00 

801 

6, .325.00 

861 

690.00 

927 

41,400.(X) 

1050 

7,590.00 

7,130.(H)  ■ 

678 

5(I,600.(X) 

741 

3.680.(X) 

802 

13,8(X).00 

862 

3,680.00 

929 

14,950.00 

1053 

1,121.25 

2.208.(M)  1 

679 

6,152.50 

742 

644.00 

803 

6,325.00 

864 

2,415.00 

931 

16,100.00 

1055 

805.00 

1,150.00  ; 

680 

5,750.00 

743 

1,610.00 

804 

2,875.(X) 

865 

1,322.50 

932 

5,750.00 

1056 

805. (X) 

4.370.00 

681 

1,092.5(1 

744 

1.150.(X) 

805 

977.50 

866 

9,775.(X) 

933 

5,750.00 

1059 

920.00 

4,140.(K) 

682 

1,150.00 

745 

1,265.00 

806 

4.140.(X) 

867 

1,610.00 

934 

4,715.00 

1060 

1,380.00 

4,370.00 

683 

2,99n.(X) 

746 

718.75 

807 

2,990.00 

868 

977.50 

935 

7,820.00 

1061 

4.370.(X) 

3,910.00 

685 

2,070.00 

747 

4,600.00 

808 

35,650.(X) 

869 

2,300.00 

936 

8,740.00 

1063 

5,290.00 

3,105.00 

686 

5,750.IX) 

748 

19,550.(X) 

809 

1,955.00 

870 

3.220.00 

9.37 

6.325.00 

1065 

1,437.50 

1.552.50 

687 

3,450.00 

749 

t.725.(X) 

810 

1,265.00 

871 

3,795.00 

938 

107,525.00 

1066 

1,495.1X1 

1,150.00 

688 

2.530.(X) 

751 

3,680.00 

811 

43,700.00 

872 

1,610.00 

940 

48,300.00 

1068 

862.50 

8,625.(XI 

689 

4,830.00 

752 

1,265.(X) 

812 

14,950.(X) 

873 

1.552.50 

941 

39,100.(X) 

1070 

1,035.00 

27,6(M).(X) 

690 

4,485.(H) 

753 

17.250.00 

813 

8,280.00 

874 

12,650.00 

942 

59,800.00 

1071 

3,450.00 

39,100.00 

691 

2,530.(X) 

754 

4,600.00 

814 

4.427.50 

877 

1,610.00 

944 

94.300.(X) 

1074 

1,495.00 

5.060.00 

692 

1.725.00 

755 

1,150.00 

815 

25.300.00 

880 

1.725.00 

945 

13,800.00 

1075 

1,322.50 

3,450.(K) 

693 

2.185.(XI 

756 

2,530.00 

816 

4,830.00 

881 

1,265.00 

946 

391.00 

1076 

891.25 

2,3(H).00 

694 

1.782.50 

757 

1,380.00 

817 

20,700.00 

883 

1,121.25 

947 

15,525.00 

1077 

460.00 

1,610.(X) 

695 

4.6(X1.IX) 

758 

1,840.00 

818 

25,300.00 

884 

3,220.00 

949 

4,772.50 

1078 

977.50  ■ 

2,990.(K) 

696 

2,760.(XI 

759 

92n.(K) 

819 

39,100.00 

885 

7,475.00 

950 

3,565.(X) 

1081 

1,092.50 

7,187.50 

697 

2,760.00 

760 

1,380.00 

820 

632.50 

887 

1,564.00 

951 

575.00 

1083 

977.50 

10,350.00 

699 

13,225.00 

761 

805.(X) 

821 

1.150.00 

888 

43,700.00 

960 

2.645.(X) 

1084 

5,520.00 

2,990.(K) 

7(X) 

1,265.00 

762 

690.(X) 

822 

14.950.00 

889 

2,530.00 

961 

2,760.00 

1085 

1,207.50 

1,265.(X) 

701 

1,322.50 

763 

1,840.00 

823 

632.50 

890 

1.725.00 

963 

2,645.(X) 

1086 

1,955.00 

747.50 

702 

3,565.00 

764 

1,. 322.50 

824 

632.50 

891 

25,300.00 

965 

11,5(X).00 

1087 

1.322.50 

1,840.(X) 

704 

718.75 

765 

690.00 

826 

17,250.00 

892 
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Gem  $10  National  Bank  Note 
Series  of  1875 


Lot  229 
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THE  SESSION 

MONDAY  DECEMBER  1 

1:00  pm  Sharp 

There  xi’ill  be  a Iniffet  dinner  for  registered  bidders  at  5:00  pm 

AUCTION  LOCATION 
Park  Lane  Ballroom 
Park  Lane  Hotel 

36  Central  Park  South 
New  York  City,  New  York 


LOT  VIEWING 


SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  29 

10:00  am  to  8:00  pm 

SUNDAY  NOVEMBER  30 

8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 

MONDAY  DECEMBER  1 

8:00  am  to  6:00  pm 

LOT  PICIOUP 

TUESDAY  DECEMBER  2 

9:00  am  — 11:30  am 


LOTVIEWING/LOT  PICK-UP  LOCATION 
Park  Lane  Ballroom 
Park  Lane  Hotel 

36  Central  Park  South 
New  York  City,  New  York 
212-371-4000 


To  insure  we 
receive  your  bids: 


Please  have  mail  and  fax 
bids  to  us  by: 

NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Friday,  November  28,  2003 

There  will  be  pre-sale  and 
live  bidding  available  on 
the  internet  at 
mvw.  anrcoins.com. 
Pre-registration  for  live 
internet  bidding  is  required 
by  November  28,  2003 


Prices  Realized 


Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the  | 
internet  soon  after  the  sale.  See  | 
wAvw.anrcoins.coin  j 

A printed  list  ot  prices  realized  will  ^ 
be  sent  to  all  subscribers  approxi-  ' 
niately  30  days  after  the  s.ile. 

For  prices  realized  by  phone: 
Call  (ill3-.S69-()823.  Limit  lU  lots 
per  caller 
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American  Numismatic  Rarities’ 


AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


January  5-6,  2004 

Orlando,  Florida 

March  9-10,  2004 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

Tune  24-26,  2004 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Exposition 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

Tulv23,2004 

New  York  City 

August  15-16,  2004 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

November  29-30,  2004 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

January  10-11,  2005 

Florida 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 
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THE 


of  American  Numismatic  Rarities 

Executive  Director:  Christine  Karstedt 
Director  of  Administration  and  Personnel:  John  S.  Babalis 


AUCTION 

Dr.  Ibichard  A.  Bagg,  Consignments 
John  Pack,  Consignments 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Senior  Numismatist 
JohnJ.  Kraljevich,  Numismatic  Research 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 

AUCTIONEERS 

John  S.  Babalis 

Christine  Karstedt 

Frank  Van  Valen 

FINANCIAL 

Laurel  A.  Morrill 

SALES 

Melissa  Karstedt 

Christine  Karstedt  serves  as  our  Executive  Director  and 
handles  our  Marketing  and  Publicity  with  unbridled 
enthusiasm.  A fixture  at  numismatic  conventions  and 
auctions  for  over  a decade,  Chris  has  built  a vast  network 
of  industry  contacts  during  her  extensive  career.  Chris’ 
unique  ability  to  attract  worldwide  attention  to  the  sale 
of  numismatic  material  placed  her  at  the  epicenter  of  the 
marketing  of  the  $100  million  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  Chris  has  worked  with  numismatic  trade 
publications  as  well  as  the  mainstream  press,  appearing 
on  television  during  her  involvement  in  the  sale  of  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  treasure  and  the  world  record  sale 
of  the  Childs  1804  dollar.  In  addition,  she  structured  the 
publicity  for  the  sales  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  the 
Bass  Collection,  the  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian 
coins,  and  countless  other  sales  over  her  incomparable 
career.  Her  unstinting  and  tireless  efforts  will  help 
consignors  receive  the  highest  possible  prices  for  their 
coins.  Chris  was  recently  elected  to  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  America’s  most  prestigious 
numismatic  organization. 


ADMINISTRATION 

John  S.  Babalis,  Operations  Manager 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator 
Jenna  V.  King 
Mary  Tocci 
Jeremy  Wiggin 

MARKETING 
& PUBLICITY 

Christine  Karstedt 

GRAPHICS 

Jennifer  Meers 
Jenna  V.  King 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas  Plasencia 

John  Babalis  is  our  Director  ofAdministratioti  and 
Personnel  and  also  serves  as  our  professional 
auctioneer.  John  has  spent  much  of  his  career  as 
an  insurance  executive  and  administrator, 
including  a long  and  heralded  stay  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  He  is  now  in  charge  of  insurance 
arrangements  for  American  Numismatic  Rarities. 
Insurance  coverage  is  perhaps  the  most  significant 
aspect  of  an  auction  firm,  as  the  security  of  your 
coins  are  of  paramount  importance.  Our  coverage 
through  Lloyd’s  of  London  is  very  important  for 
your  peace  of  mind  concerning  our  possession  of 
your  valuable  coin  collection.  John’s  meticulous 
on-site  auction  arrangements,  secure  and 
protected  transportation  of  your  precious  coin 
collection  and  supervision  of  our  day-to-day 
operations  are  just  a few  of  his  responsibilities.  As 
a licensed  auctioneer,  he  has  sold  some  of  the  finest 
numismatic  properties  ever  to  cross  the  auction 
block  including  the  most  valuable  collections  ever 
sold  in  the  marketplace  by  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


.\1X 


1 


Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  oj  Auction 
Consiciuiiwtits,  is  a nationally  known  rare  coin 
expert  and  scholar  with  over  a quarter  century 
ot  experience  and  served  as  Auction  Director 
for  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  for  nearly 
two  decades  under  the  tutelage  of  Q.  David 
Bowers.  In  the  course  of  his  celebrated  career, 
Kick  has  processed  several  hundred  million 
dollars  worth  of  rare  coins  at  auction  for 
thousands  of  collectors,  institutions,  executors, 
dealers,  and  investors.  Rick  shows  an 
impressive  degree  of  e.xpertise  and  consummate 
knowledge  of  numismatics  with  few  parallels. 

I lighlights  of  his  career  include  the  showcasing 
of  the  Garrett  Collection,  sold  by  the  order  of 
the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  the  famous 
Eliasberg  and  Norweb  collections,  and  many 
other  important  properties.  As  a numismatic 
scholar,  Rick  has  provided  information  to  over 
a dozen  standard  reference  sources,  conducted 
substantive  research  for  the  Official  HiVH 
Graditi^  Standards  for  United  States  Coins  and 
edited  a book  entitled  Grading  Coins.  He  has 
also  written  numerous  articles  that  have 
appeared  in  numismatic  trade  publications 
including  The  Xuinismatist  where  he  won  a 
Heath  Literary  Award.  Recently,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild. 

John  M.  Pack,  our  Associate  Director  of  Auction 
Consignments,  has  been  involved  in 
numismatics  for  over  20  years.  John  has  worked 
with  over  1,000  successful  auction  consignors 
in  guiding  more  than  SI 50  million  worth  ot 
numismatic  material  through  the  auction 
process.  John’s  enthusiasm  for  all  aspects  of 
numismatics,  and  his  sincere  approach, 
guarantees  that  every  consignment  will  be 
presented  to  its  finest  advantage  so  as  to  provide 
the  highest  possible  prices  realized.  In  addition 
to  working  with  auction  consignors,  John 
catalogues  currency  for  the  firm.  His 
cataloguing  talents  were  widely  recognized  for 
several  record  setting  presentations  of  U.S. 
paper  money  highlighted  by  the  world- 
renowned  collections  of  Bass  and  Rich.  In 
addition,  he  was  selected  to  compose  the 
currency  chapter  of  the  Harry  IT  Bass,  Jr. 
Museum  Sylloge. 

Frank  Van  Valen,  our  Senior  Xuinismatist,  is 
one  ot  America’s  best  known  numismatic 
personalities.  Widely  praised  for  over  two 
decades  for  his  numismatic  cataloguing,  Frank’s 
byline  has  appeared  in  dozens  of  the  most 
important  catalogues  ever  written  including 
the  Norweb  Gollection  sale  and  specialized 
c = >llectn>ris.  like  the  rexa>  Gollection  of 
■:  ilitorm.i  F ractional  ( lold  and  the  historic  coin 
!'lli  ■ lion  lit  ( ommoi.lore  Matthew  G I’errv. 


Frank  has  contributed  to  the  last  14  editions  of  .4  Guide 
Booh  of  United  States  Coins  and  his  writing  talents  have  earned 
the  recognition  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Frank 
has  an  e.xpert  understanding  of  the  intricacies  of  all 
American  coinage  in  addition  to  many  other  numismatic 
fields.  Frank  often  travels  to  meet  our  consignors,  who  find 
his  visits  instructive  and  convivial. 

Jolin  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  serves  as  our  Director  of  Xumismatic 
Research.  A numismatic  prodigy  since  preadolescence,  John’s 
insightful  and  historical  contributions  to  our  catalogues  ,idd 
value  and  interest  to  numismatic  material  in  our  sales.  An 
expert  on  early  American  coinage.  Numismatic  Americana, 
and  the  technical  aspects  ot  minting  technology,  John  has 
taught  seminars  hosted  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  the  Colonial  Williamsburg  Foundation  anci  is 
a columnist  in  the  ANA  magazine.  The  Numismatist.  The 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  recognized  John’s  cataloguing 
of  the  Lucien  LalLiviere  Collection,  the  first  SI  million 
collection  of  American  medals  ever  sold  at  auction,  with 
its  highest  cataloging  award  for  tokens  and  medals.  A 
frequent  consultant  to  museums  and  institutions,  John 
catalogues  many  of  our  important  offerings  and  enjoys 
working  directly  with  our  consignors.  John  was  a recent 
recipient  of  the  ANA’s  coveted  Heath  Literary  Award  for 
an  article  on  the  coins  of  pre-federal  New  York,  and  serves 
as  an  officer  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and 
the  Medal  Collectors  of  America. 

Beth  Piper  began  her  career  in  numismatics  at  Auctions 
by  Bowsers  and  Merena  and  worked  1 8 years  with  that  firm. 
In  that  time,  she  earned  the  distinction  of  having  spent  more 
continuous  years  working  under  the  direction  of  Q.  D,avid 
Bowers  than  any  other  individual.  Beth  has  participated  in 
nearly  every  position  required  at  a leading  numismatic 
auction  firm,  and  her  responsibilities  encompassed 
receptionist  to  coin  grading  to  direct  sales,  as  well  as 
numismatic  research  and  cataloguing  of  auction  lots.  One 
of  her  primary  jobs  is  processing  and  proofreading  auction 
lots  and  the  final  compilation  of  data  files  for  catalogues. 
Her  work  with  great  numismatic  auction  sales  is  extensive 
and  includes  landmark  offerings  such  as  the  collections  of 
the  Norweb  family,  Eliasberg,  Bass  and  Childs,  among  over 
100  other  sales. 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara  coordinates  all  aspects  of  our  live 
auction  sales.  From  working  with  consignor  reserves, 
verification  of  opening  values,  and  lot  assignments,  to 
reconciliation  and  finalization  of  all  bidding  and  purchase 
records,  Cynthia  is  an  integral  part  of  the  system  ot  checks 
and  balances  that  make  every  auction  sale  a smoothly 
functioning  success.  For  16  years,  Cynthia  worked  both 
behind  the  scenes  and  at  the  podium  at  the  live  auction 
sales  conducted  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  During  that  time, 
she  led  the  auction  teams  that  sold  such  great  collections  as 
those  of  Eliasberg,  Childs,  and  Bass,  a few  highlights  among 
dozens  of  important  auction  sales.  A prominent  figtiR’  at 
auction  sales  for  years,  Cynthia  is  well  recognized  bv  dealers 
and  collectors  alike.  Most  importantly,  she  is  verv  tamiliar 
with  all  aspects  of  the  auction  process  and  what  it  lakes  tc> 
hold  a successful  sale. 
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Laurel  Morrill  manages  our  accounting  department, 
handling  all  receivable  and  payable  accounts  for  our  auctions, 
direct  sales,  and  subscriptions.  She  will  also  execute  advances 
for  auction  consignors,  and  pay  auction  settlements  after  our 
sales.  It  is  her  organized  and  efficient  approach  that  guarantees 
each  transfer  of  funds  is  correct  and  done  promptly.  The 
transfer  of  the  funds,  either  for  a purchase,  a sale,  an  auction 
settlement  or  other  reason,  is  after  all,  the  bottom  line.  Laurel 
has  significant  experience  with  the  unique  accounting 
requirements  of  a great  numismatic  auction  firm.  For  over 
16  years,  she  was  an  integral  part  of  the  accounting 
department  of  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  and  its 
successors,  under  the  direction  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  the  most 
respected  name  in  numismatics.  While  there,  she  participated 
in  the  accounting  duties  that  promptly  paid  thousands  of 
auction  consignors  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
settlement  funds — experience  that  makes  her  uniquely 
qualified  to  carry  out  the  same  duties  for  American 
Numismatic  Rarities. 

Doug  Plasencia  manages  our  photography  department 
and  personally  takes  all  of  the  coin  photographs  that  appear 
in  our  auction  catalogues,  on  our  website,  and  in  our  other 
publications.  He  has  been  a professional  numismatic 
photographer  for  many  years,  perfecting  his  skills  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  In  his  career,  he  has 
photographed  many  of  the  most  important  numismatic 
collections  ever  formed  and  sold,  including  those  of 
Eliasberg,  Bass,  Childs,  among  others.  To  his  further  credit, 
he  was  selected  by  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group 
to  do  photography  ot  the  gold  ingots  recovered  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  he  photographed  the  Jay  Roe 
Collection  ot  California  fractional  gold  coins  to  illustrate 
the  most  recent  edition  ot  the  Breen-Gillio  reference,  and 
he  was  selected  to  photograph  the  Bass  Core  Collection  by 
the  Bass  Research  Foundation. 

Jennifer  Meers  leads  our  graphic  arts  department.  In  her 
13  years  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Jennifer 
developed  an  eye  for  professional  catalogue  design  that  is 
unparalleled  in  numismatics.  She  is  responsible  for  all 
auction  catalogue  layout.  In  her  career,  she  has  put  together 
many  award-winning  auction  catalogues,  books,  and  other 
publications.  Among  her  most  notable  achievements  are 
the  auction  catalogues  for  such  famous  collections  as  those 
of  Eliasberg,  Champa,  Bass,  and  Childs  among  over  100 
others,  many  of  which  earned  Catalogue  of  the  Year  awards 
from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  The  dozens  ofbooks 
produced  under  her  direction  include  several  titles  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  including  the  landmark  works,  A California 
Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America,  and  the  Harry  [V.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  She  is 
also  credited  with  notable  books  such  as  Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States  Cents  1793-1814,  and  the 
most  recent  edition  of  the  Breen-Gillio  reference,  California 
Pioneer  Fractional  Gold.  Further,  she  carefully  proofreads  all 
of  our  publications  and  she  contributes  to  our  publicity 
campaigns  in  developing  many  ot  our  finest  advertisements 
and  brochures. 

Melissa  Karstedt  works  with  clients  in  our  direct  sales 
department,  with  the  active  support  of  our  team  of  well- 


respected  numismatists.  She  maintains  our  coin 
inventory  and  supervises  our  Monthly 
Acquisition  Program,  which  assists  clients  with 
building  fine  collections  by  way  of  budgeted 
monthly  coin  purchases.  Each  coin  is  carefully 
and  specifically  selected  by  our  numismatists  to 
tit  the  collector’s  interests  and  preferences. 
Melissa  began  working  in  numismatics  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  working  in  the  Direct 
Sales  department  with  numerous  clients.  She  is 
also  a valued  member  of  our  on-site  auction  team 
as  she  travels  all  over  the  country  to  our  many 
auction  sales  and  facilitates  our  many  telephone 
bidders.  You  will  also  find  her  eagerly  assisting 
clients  at  our  bourse  tables  at  the  many  coin 
conventions  she  regularly  attends.  She  brings 
great  enthusiasm  to  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  and  looks  forward  to  receiving  every 
call  from  our  many  clients  worldwide. 

Mary  Tocci  directs  our  shipping  and  receiving 
department,  handling  nearly  every  package  and 
item  of  mail  that  enters  or  leaves  our  offices.  This 
extremely  important  position  is  vital  to  the 
security  ot  all  ot  our  incoming  and  outgoing 
packages,  and  her  qualifications  are  unparalleled. 
She  began  a career  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  in  April  1983.  Aside  from  one  brief 
interlude,  she  worked  for  Q.  David  Bowers  for 
19  years  in  total,  beginning  very  shortly  after  the 
establishment  of  his  firm  in  Wolfeboro  and 
continuing  until  her  recent  joining  of  American 
Numismatic  Rarities.  Mary  also  has  an  e.xcellent 
rapport  with  many  collectors,  having  .spent  years 
working  with  clients  in  subscription 
maintenance  and  publication  sales.  She  will  also 
continue  in  this  capacity  at  American 
Numismatic  Rarities. 

Jenna  V.  King  is  the  triendly  voice  you  hear 
when  you  call  American  Numismatic  Rarities. 
She  comes  to  us  with  several  years  of  experience 
working  in  the  coin  field,  having  begun  her 
career  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  where  she 
assisted  in  photography  and  graphics,  and  worked 
with  the  numismatic  staff  in  catalogue 
production.  As  an  accomplished  photographer, 
Jenna  will  also  lend  her  talents  to  the  graphics 
and  photography  departments  at  American 
Numismatic  Rarities. 

Jeremy  Wiggin  wears  many  hats  at  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  from  shipping  and 
receiving  to  supervision  and  maintenance  ot  our 
company  website.  He  has  a good  understanding 
of  the  inner  workings  of  a numismatic  company, 
as  he  spent  nearly  three  years  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  During  that  time  he  was 
responsible  for  inventory  control  and  shipping 
of  thousands  ot  atiction  catalogues,  books,  and 
other  publications,  and  he  will  continue  with 
American  Numismatic  Rarities  in  that  regard. 
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THE 

TEPJVIS  OF  SALE 


IThis  sale  is  by  public  auction  conducted  by  licensed 
auctioneer(s).  The  bids  will  be  for  specific  lots 
which  will  be  opened  for  bidding  in  numerical  order. 
In  the  event  that  bids  for  the  same  amount  are 
received  for  the  same  lot,  the  winning  bid  will  be  the 
earliest  received.  The  decision  of  the  Auctioneer  as  to 
identity  of  the  winning  bidder  shall  be  final.  Any  person 
submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  any  other 
entity  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  and  any  related  charges  as  well  as  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  all  buyer  obligations  under  these 
terms  of  sale.  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted. 
No  bids  will  be  accepted  from  minors. 

2 American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  (subsequently 
referred  to  as  ANR  in  the  Terms  ot  Sale)reserves  the 
right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  auction  without 
notice  in  its  sole  discretion.  Any  lot  may  be  withdrawn  by 
ANR  without  notice  prior  to  it  being  opened  for  bidding. 
Neither  ANR  nor  the  consignor  shall  be  liable  for  any  costs 
or  damages  arising  from  either  the  withdrawal  of  material 
at  the  auction  or  the  delay  or  cancellation  of  the  auction. 

The  purchase  price  shall  be  sum  of  the  winning  bid 
and  a buyer’s  premium  of  15%  of  the  amount  of  the 
winning  bid.  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  in  full 
prior  to  delivery  of  the  lot  absent  other  arrangements  between 
the  successful  bidder  and  ANR.  The  decision  to  extend  a 
line  of  credit  and  the  decision  to  withdraw  a previously 
authorized  line  of  credit  shall  be  within  the  sole  discretion 
ot  ANR.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  deny  participation  in 
the  auction  it,  m ANR’s  sole  discretion,  the  bidder’s  prior 
business  dealings  with  ANR  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

4 Payment  shall  be  by  cash  in  United  States  funds  or 
checks  drawn  onUnited  States  banks.  The  purchase 
price  shall  be  paid  upon  delivery  of  the  lot  or  receipt 
of  our  invoice  for  the  lot,  whichever  occurs  first.  All 
as^oi  latcil  costs  tor  the  delivery  of  the  lot  such  as  handling, 
.hipping,  insurance,  and  related  charges  will  be  added  to 
the  pun  hast-  price  tor  lots  not  picked  up  after  the  auction 
bv  the  wiiimng  bidder  On  any  account  not  paid  within 
ill  pre , rib-  d terms  ot  sale,  ANR  reserve-,  the  right  to 


extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance  charges  at  the 
rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on  the  unpaid 
balance.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder  agrees  to  permit 
ANR  to  file  any  financing  statement  permitted  under  the 
Uniform  Commercial  Code  without  debtor’s  signature  and 
to  offset  any  accounts  due,  whether  now  or  in  the  future, 
against  funds  or  collateral  in  their  possession.  The  buyer 
agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hypothecate  the  lots  purchased 
until  paid  in  full.  If  the  account  is  referred  to  an  attorney 
for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including 
attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the  balance,  until 
fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

C 

Bidders  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  as  a result 
of  their  purchases. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  from  the  consignor  to  the 
successful  bidder  until  the  purchase  price  for  the  lot 
has  been  paid  in  full.  The  risk  ot  loss  is  on  the  buyer 
once  the  lot  is  either  in  transit  to  the  successful  bidder  or  in 
their  possession. 

7  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  establish  the  opening  bid 
for  any  lot,  to  establish  bidding  increments,  and  to 
refuse  any  bid.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  place  bids 
on  behalf  of  the  consignor  up  to  the  amount  of  a reserve 
price  established  by  the  consignor.  ANR  will  not  accept  a 
reserve  price  from  a consignor  above  the  high  estimated 
value  shown  in  the  catalog  for  the  auction  and  any 
exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be  announced  at  the  auction 
prior  to  the  opening  ofbidding  on  the  material.  ANR  shall 
make  reasonable  efforts  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means.  However,  ANR  shall 
not  be  liable  for  any  errors  for  incorrectly  entered  or 
incorrectly  executed  bids. 

8  Bidders  are  responsible  for  their  bids  including  any 
errors  they  may  make  in  placing  bids.  ,M1  bids  shall 
be  in  even  dollar  amounts  and  any  bids  not  m whole 
dollar  amounts  will  be  rounded  to  the  next  highest  dv'llar. 
All  bid  sheets  must  be  signed,  and  ,^NR  reserves  the  right 
to  not  accept  unsigned  bid  sheets. 
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The  Classics  Sale 


9 All  items  offered  in  this  auction  catalog  are 
guaranteed  to  be  genuine.  Except  for  questions 
of  authenticity,  no  lots  shall  be  returned  nor 
shall  ANR  accept  any  returned  lots  from  any  floor 
bidder  or  any  bidder  who  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Mail,  FAX  and  Internet  bidders  may  make  return 
requests  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  lot.  Coins  must 
be  returned  to  ANR’s  offices  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.  within  30 
days  from  the  date  of  the  auction.  Any  coin  which  has  been 
physically  altered  or  which  has  been  removed  from  its  container 
or  holder  shall  not  be  returnable  nor  accepted  by  ANR. 

Bidders  by  accepting  these  terms  of  sale 
acknowledge  that  the  grading  of  coins  is  a 
subjective  process  for  describing  the  relative 
ranking  of  coins  as  to  their  condition.  Consequently,  the 
language  used  to  describe  any  coin  in  this  catalog,  including 
but  not  limited  to  the  grading  of  such  coin,  are  statements 
of  subjective  opinion  by  the  ANR  staff  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the  warranty 
of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  any  coin 
contained  in  this  catalog.  In  the  event  of  a typographical 
error  or  other  error,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw 
any  item  from  the  auction  with  or  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  by  verbal  announcement  before  the  lot  is  opened 
for  bidding  or,  if  the  error  is  discovered  after  the  auction, 
to  refund  the  successful  bidder’s  funds  without  further 
obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  ANR  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  purchase  price  for  any  lot  in  dispute  or  for  which 
a refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 

UANR  acts  as  an  auctioneer  to  sell  coins  for  the 
various  consignors.  Therefore,  no  claims  of  any 
kind  can  be  considered  by  ANR  after 
settlements,  which  occur  45  days  after  the  auction,  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the 
settlement  date  except  for  reasons  of  authenticity,  is  to  be 
resolved  strictly  by  discussions  between  the  successful 
bidder  and  consignor. 


Cash  advances  may  have  been  made  to  some 
consignors  in  anticipation  of  auction  proceeds. 
ANR  may  consign  items  to  this  auction  and  may 
participate  as  a bidder.  ANR  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for 
their  own  account  at  the  auction  and  may  have  information 
not  otherwise  available  to  the  bidders  regarding  reserves, 
bid  values,  and  other  material  facts  relating  to  the  lots 
opened  for  bidding  at  the  auction.  When  a lot  is  sold  to  the 
book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed  over,  withdrawn  from  the 
auction,  returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  by  ANR.  Any 
consignor  may  bid  on  any  lot,  including  lots  containing 
coins  consigned  by  the  consignor. 

By  placing  a bid  in  this  sale,  a bidder  agrees  that 
this  transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and 
that  neither  New  Hampshire’s  or  any  other  state’s  choice 
of  laws  and/or  conflict  of  laws  shall  be  applied.  Any  dispute 
between  ANR  and  bidders  at  the  auction  (except  for  non- 
payment) shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration 
under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.  conducted  at  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire.  In  the  event  of  non-payment,  ANR  and  a 
successful  bidder  agree  that  anyjudicial  action  shall  be  heard 
and  determined  only  by  the  courts  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  and  the  successful  bidder  hereby  consents  and 
submits  to  the  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  New 
Hampshire. 

In  the  event  of  litigation,  the  party  against  whom 
a final  judgment  is  rendered  shall  pay  the 
prevailing  parties’  legal  costs,  including  attorneys 
fees  and  witness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  during 
the  course  of  such  litigation. 

These  Terms  of  Sale  are  intended  to  be  part 
of  all  lot  descriptions  contained  in  this 
catalogue.  Bidding  in  this  auction  .sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing  Terms  of  Sale. 


Additional  Information  for  Bidders 


To  INSURE  WE  RECEIVE  YOUR  BIDS,  please 
have  mail  and  fax  bids  to  us  by  NOON,  Eastern 
Time  Friday,  November  28,  2003 

• There  will  be  pre-sale  and  live  bidding  available 
on  the  internet  at  www. anrcoins.com. 

• Pre-registration  to  bid  during  the  live  auction 
required  by  November  28,  2003 

Phone  Descriptions!  Any  request  for  phone  de- 
scriptions should  be  made  by  Thursday,  November  20. 

Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to  ladlitatc 


Prices  Realized  will  be  published  approximately  30 

days  after  the  auction.  Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the 
Internet  soon  after  the  sale  at  www.anrcoins.com 

New  Bidders:  If  you  are  a new  bidder,  be  sure  to  send 
your  credit  information:  Attn:  Laurel  MorriU,  at  least  10  days 
before  the  auction.  There  is  very  httle  time,  if  any.  to  review  this 
information  during  the  auction.  All  bidders  not  known  to  us  will 
be  required  to  submit  a 25%  deposit  before  bidding  in  the  s;ile. 

Floor  Bidder  Registration  will  begm  30 

minutes  before  the  sale  at  the  entrance  to  the  auction  room, 
viewing  ami  inspection  of  the  lots  and  Ai^H  NOT  intended  for  long-term  storage. 
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Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting, 
enjoyable,  and  nuniisinatically  rewarding  experience.  Even 
it  you  are  an  experienced  bidder,  you  may  find  that  some 
ot  the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In 
the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is 
particularly  important  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  for  it 
takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A bid  sheet 
mailed  a few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us 
until  a week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will  have 
been  sold  to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24 
hours  a day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-3875].  Or, 
telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction  Department.  Please 
follow  up  your  phone  and  tax  bids  with  written 
confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a work  sheet  to  compile  bids. 
In  this  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout 
the  catalogue,  make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on. 
Then  when  you’ve  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter 
them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid 
sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in 
order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be 
responsible  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong 
amounts.  Please  be  careful. 

Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your 
financial  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There 
is  always  the  possibility-  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of 


the  lots  you  bid  on.  It  you  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally 
bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  prices  levels  in  mind  when  bidding. 
While  high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items 
sell  within  market  ranges.  If  a popular  com  sells  for  S5()() 
on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that  a bid  of, 
say,  less  than  S400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
chances  are  excellent  that  a bid  in  the  S5()0-S600  range 
will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain 
hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it 
is  most  productive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind 
while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to 
increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to  30%  actually 
purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their  maximum 
authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid 
changes  are  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead, 
cross  them  out  completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put 
your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  This  way  we 
can  call  you  if  there  is  a question  about  a bid. 

Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (e.xcept 
for  large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please 
write  or  call  for  further  information.  Mail  inspection 
requests  must  be  received  sufficiently  early  to  permit 
return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing  prior  to  the 
sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pay 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be 
responsible  for  the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 


Special  Bidding  Options 


Total  Expenditure 

II  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  e.xpenditure,  please  fill  in 
the  maximum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE  line  on  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then 
submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of 
the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a personal  service  and 
an  ANR  customer  representative  will  personally  attend  to 
your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying 
lots  tor  v'our  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is 
reached.  While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to 
the  speed  ot  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded 
conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  e.xecute 
such  a bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved, 
this  service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  ex- 
penditures of  S I .( M M ) or  more.  T(  )TAI  EXPENDITURE 
.mdSINfFi  1,  I ( ) [ ( fROUP  bukling  can  be  combined. 


Single  Lot  Group 

Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a SINGLE 
LOT  GROUP  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one 
example  of  a coin  ot  which  several  examples  appear  in  the 
sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet. 
While  we  will  do  our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed 
of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  e.xecute  such  a bid 
properly. 

Optional  Percentage  Increase 

We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  optional  ItV'n  to 
3()'Xi  increase  to  help  your  chance  of  being  a successful  bui- 
der.  C!heck  the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 


xr. 
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Auctions 

Fou  are  about  ta  partlcip«*e  •"  OMCltlng  numtamatk  event.  American  Nurmtmatic  Aanbet, 
lie,  It  proudly  presenting  our  meugursl  Clattiee  Sale,  nharam  you  will  feid  en  euUtandmg  end 
divorce  offering  of  United  States  coins  for  your  considerabon.  This  wondorful  offering  is  bound  to 
appeal  to  coladDrs  of  aH  interests,  and  WiHata  avan  those  who  may  not  be  seasoned  auction  buyers 
In  edition,  w«h  ttvs  frst  auction  sale.  AHA  is  brmgmg  you  a State  of  the  art  auction  program  tor 
onlma  bidding  that  ml  maka  parbopabon  vi  our  auettont  a pleasura.  Yoi 
our  hva  auctions  from  (ho  comfort  ^ your  homa  or  office  computer,  m r 
ml  be  hold  live,  so  our  more  trediaonel  bidders  may  pariKipeta  live  fro< 
tried  and  true  mettiods  of  mail,  phona,  and  fav 


Parbopabon  is  as  aasy  as  1.  2, 3i  Simply  creata  your  new  account  and  l 
upcoming  Oateice  Sala.  Lots  will  be  available  for  viewing  and  bidding  ontme  | 
maanbme.  start  the  bal  rolling  and  submA  your  registration  right  away' 


Click  on  CREATE 
A NEW  ACCOUNT 
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Visit  our  website  at  www.  anrcoins.coin  to  register  and 
bid  in  the  Classics  Sale.  Once  you  have  a user  name  and 
password,  you  can  browse  lots  from  the  sale,  view  photo- 
graphs of  the  coins,  and  place  bids.  We  also  offer  the  option 
oflive  online  bidding  during  the  auction.  However,  you  must 
pre-register  by  noon,  November  28, 2003  to  take  advantage 
of  this  service. 


BIDDING 


www.anrcoins.com 


WELCOME 

to  the  Classics  Sale 

by  Ken  Brcssett 

Taking  a Bite  out  of  the  Big  Apple 


New  York  City  is  the  venue 

for  what  promises  to  be  the  most 
exciting  American  Numismatic 
Rarities  auction  to  date.  Those 
who  attend  the  sale  in  person  can 
enjoy  city  life  at  its  best,  bid  on 
outstanding  coins  in  this  auction, 
and  then  continue  on  to  Baltimore 
and  get  in  on  all  ot  the  activities  ot 
that  great  Coin  and  Currency  con- 
vention. It  promises  to  be  an  en- 
joyable week  ot  coin  tun  for  all 
who  partake.  ANR  will  be  on 
hand  at  the  Baltimore  show  to 
meet  and  greet  old  and  new  customers  alike.  Be  sure 
to  stop  at  their  booth  to  meet  and  visit  with  the  statt. 

The  first  two  ANR  auctions  were  instantly  head- 
line news  in  all  of  the  numismatic  papers.  The  enthu- 
siastic response  by  bidders  resulted  m strong  prices  and 
compliments  on  the  quality  of  cataloging  and  photog- 
raphy. The  avowed  goal  of  ANR  is  clearly  to  set  new 
industry  standards  in  first  class  presentation  and  au- 
thoritative descriptions  of  every  lot.  In  addition,  the 
photographs  are  outstanding,  and  coins  are  carefully 
organized  for  the  convenience  of  bidders. 

I “watched”  the  last  ANR  sale  from  my  home 
otTice  via  the  Internet.  That  was  a first  for  me,  and 
perhaps  for  many  who  had  not  experienced  this  phase 
of  modern  technology.  Their  state  of  the  art  auction 
technology  now  allows  clients  to  bid  live  during  their 
sales  trom  home,  and  to  watch  the  auction  as  it 
progresses  from  lot  to  lot  with  an  instant  report  of  the 
results.  This,  combined  with  color  images  of  each  lot 
and  their  descriptions  and  pricing  information,  gives 
• dPetors  a fii  ihty  aiul  I'njoyment  never  before 


dreamed  of  in  the  past.  The  638  lots  in  their  Beverly 
Hills  sale  brought  S4.8  million  in  winning  bids.  Spe- 
cial interest  was  shown  in  the  over  100  lots  of  pattern 
pieces,  and  indicated  how  strong  collector  demand  is 
for  them  at  this  time.  The  unique  1869  SI  pattern 
struck  in  nickel,  once  the  property  of  King  Farouk  of 
Egy'pt,  sold  for  S36,800,  and  the  Indian  Princess  dol- 
lar brought  $46,000. 

Following  this  trend,  the  upcoming  ANR  auc- 
tion also  contains  a spectacular  array  of  70  rare  pat- 
terns that  are  sure  to  be  ot  interest  to  today’s  collec- 
tors. The  aluminum  S3  J-773  in  Proof-65  will  delight 
some  new  owner,  as  will  the  selection  of  pattern  trade 
dollars  in  copper  and  silver,  several  1877  pattern  half 
dollar  rarities,  and  a 1794  half  dime  trial  in  copper — a 
spectacular  artiftet  of  the  early  U.S.  Mint.  Of  special 
interest  to  paper  money  collectors  will  be  the  outstand- 
ing array  of  over  250  lots  of  U.S.  currency  that  includes 
colonial  and  obsolete  issues,  an  extensive  selection  ot 
high-grade  federal  large-size  and  small-size  notes,  and 
popular  national  bank  notes.  This  first  offering  of  paper 
by  ANR  will  hopefully  become  traditional  in  the  fu- 
ture for  the  variety  and  color  it  brings  to  the  catalogue. 
Other  parts  of  this  sale  cover  the  more  familiar  areas  ot 
coins  found  throughout  the  Guide  Book.  Colonial  coins 
are  represented  by  such  important  items  as  the  outstand- 
ing Noe-8  Pine  Tree  shilling  in  AU-55,  and  a delight- 
ful 1662  Oak  Tree  twopence  in  AU-55.  The  1776  Con- 
tinental Currency  piece  in  pewter  is  the  CURENCY 
variety,  and  in  VF-35  condition  it  will  make  a great  ad- 
dition to  any  collection. 

Highlighting  the  early  copper  section  is  the 
remarkable  Ceiii  Mint  State  1793  Sheldon-3  that 
William  Sheldon  once  owned  which  was  usci  1 as  the 
plate  coin  in  his  I'.orly  Americiiii  Gents  and  Benny 
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HliiiiiSY,  the  still-standard  reference  on  the  series.  In  a 
section  full  of  stellar  quality  coins,  I noticed  a superb 
gem  1842  restrike  half  cent  graded  Proof-67  from 
the  Eliasberg  collection,  and  other  choice  cents  of  1793, 
like  a S-1  Chain  in  VF-30,  and  S-13  Liberty  Cap  that 
is  graded  VF-25,  both  of  which  are  always  high  on 
every  copper  collector’s  wish  list.  The  attractive  1804 
in  this  sale  is  rated  a full  EF-45  by  PCGS  and  is  a stel- 
lar example  of  this  rarity.  Another  impressive  early  cent 
in  this  sale  is  the  lovely  1810/09,  S-281  in  MS-63. 
Anyone  looking  for  a choice  Flying  Eagle  cent  of  1856 
will  delight  in  the  NGC  Proof-64  specimen  that  leads 
off  the  small  cent  section. 

The  wide  variety  of  outstanding  silver  coins 

are  almost  too  numerous  to  mention  and  range  from 
half  dimes  to  dollars.  Be  sure  to  take  notice  of  the  frosty 
gem  1853-0  quarter  in  MS-65  from  the  Eliasberg 
collection,  and  the  1827/3  quarter  restrike  in  Proof- 
63.  The  restrikes  are  nearly  as  rare  and  desirable  as  the 
originals  and  this  date  is  missing  from  most  collections. 
The  appearance  of  such  a piece  is  sure  to  elicit  com- 
petitive bidding.  Half  dollar  coins  are  equally  well  rep- 
resented with  notable  specimens  of  the  1870-CC  in 
AU-50,  and  the  extremely  rare  1855/54  in  NGC 
Proof-65. 

While  perusing  this  sale,  do  not  fail  to  see  the 

gem  1826  and  1831  Proof  half  dollars  from  the  Pittman 
collection,  and  the  lovely  commemorative  half  dollar 
selection  including  an  outstanding  gem  1928  Hawai- 
ian. Leading  off  the  silver  dollar  section  is  a pleasing 
1795  with  three  leaves,  an  important  Mint  State  1802 
BB-241  in  MS-62  from  the  Norweb  collection,  and  a 
Condition  Census  1800  BB-196  dollar  in  MS-63. 
These  are  followed  by  a beautiful  1836  Gobrecht  dol- 
lar, Judd-60,  in  Proof-60,  and  a rare  1878-CC  trade 
dollar  in  MS-64  from  the  Norweb  collection. 


United  States  gold  coins  are  equally  well  repre- 
sented by  a number  ofimportant  rarities  in  high  grade. 
The  rare  1840-C  quarter  eagle  in  MS-61  is  an  out- 
standing rarity,  as  is  the  1819  S5  gold  with  5D  over  50 
in  the  almost  never  seen  grade  of  MS-64.  Other  early 
dated  gold  includes  rarities  such  as  the  1803/2,  1808/ 
7,  1814/3,  the  prized  1815,  1832  13-star  and  1843-C 
half  eagles.  A spectacular  1866  $10  Proof-66  and  1881 
gem  $20  in  Proof-65  are  about  as  pretty  as  any  coins 
can  ever  be,  and  rank  alongside  the  1900  $10  Proof- 
64,  and  the  incredible  1907  $20  High  Relief  also  rated 
Proof-64. 

While  reviewing  the  many  choice  pieces  in  this 
offering,  I was  captivated  by  a recent  issue  that  I found 
intriguing.  It  is  a newly  discovered  specimen  of  a 
Martha  Washington  $1  trial  piece  struck  during  the 
development  of  the  Sacagawea  golden  dollar.  The  piece 
features  a bust  of  the  first  president’s  wife  on  the  ob- 
verse, and  their  Mount  Vernon  home  on  the  reverse. 
Although  dated  1759,  pieces  with  this  design  were  first 
made  in  1965  for  use  in  testing  new  alloys  to  replace 
the  silver  coins.  Since  that  time  a number  of  similar 
Mint  experiments  have  been  conducted  using  similar 
dies  for  test  pieces.  None  of  these  pieces  has  been  of- 
ficially sold  or  released  by  the  Mint,  but  a few  have 
made  their  way  into  collections.  The  new  piece  has 
been  recorded  asJudd-2185  in  the  new  eighth  edition 
of  United  States  Pattern  Coins,  Experimental  and  Trial 
Pieces,  revised  and  edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 

This  stellar  auction  of  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  LLC,  of  Wolfeboro,  NH,  promises  to  be  a 
memorable  event.  You  are  all  invited  to  attend  in  per- 
son, by  mail,  or  electronically  to  join  in  the  excite- 
ment and  opportunity  to  acquire  some  of  these  ex- 
traordinary coins  as  they  cross  the  auction  block. 

Ken  Bressett 
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THE 

SESSION 

Monday,  December  1 - 1:00  pm  Sharp 

Park  Lane  Ballroom 

Park  Lane  Hotel 


EAFLLY  AMERICAN  CUFLRENCY 
AND  FISCAL  PAPER 

Our  ottering  ot  United  States  currency  conies  from  several  con- 
signments to  our  sale,  though  in  large  part  material  from  a single 
Midwestern  estate  brings  to  market  notes  that  have  been  tightly  held 
for  decades.  Beginning  with  colonial  notes  our  selection  offers  nu- 
merous rarities  and  high-grade  pieces  highlighted  by  such  items  as 
historical  Massachusetts  Treasury  Certificates,  one  made  out  tojacob 
Perkins  and  another  related  to  Shays’  Rebellion.  Beautiful  notes 
printed  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  a rare  1769  Pennsylvania  “Bettering 
House  Money”  issue  and  others  round  out  the  offering.  Several  lovely 
Proof  notes  highlight  the  selection  of  Obsolete  notes,  and  lead  to  an 
extensive  offering  of  high-grade  Federal  type  notes  highlighted  by  a 
Choice  Uncirculated  $5  Educational  note,  a lovely  run  of  $2  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  notes,  and  rarities  such  as  a Gem  Uncirculated  SIO 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note  and  a $50  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note. 
National  Currency,  always  popular  with  collectors,  is  also  nicely  rep- 
resented with  superb  type  notes  such  as  a Gem  Series  of  1875  $10 
note  on  Paris,  Illinois,  among  others. 

1 Group  of  circulated  Continental  Currency  notes:  □ November  29, 
1775.  $5.  Fine  to  VF  □ February  17,  1776.  $1/6.  Fine.  Popular  Fugio 
motifs  by  Franklin  □ February  26,  1777.  S5.  At  Baltimore  issue. 
Nice  VF  □ September  29,  1778.  $7.  About  EF.  Looks  new  from  the 
face  but  the  creases  are  clear  on  the  back.  Included  with  the  notes  is 
an  old  envelope  with  the  following  handwritten  inscription,  “Con- 
tinental Money  paid  to  Robert  Patrick  for  his  service  in  the  Revo- 
lution.” (Total:  4 notes;  1 envelope) 

2 Choice  pair  of  Continental  Currency  notes:  □ February  17,  1776. 
S4.  Boar  vignette.  AU,  with  a faint  fold  and  tight  margins.  Boldly 
signed  by  Robert  Hazlehurst  □January  14,  1779.  $40.  All  Seeing 
Eye  vignette.  Choice  EF.  Nice  color,  but  some  light  foxing  spots. 
Designed  by  Francis  Hopkinson.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Continental  Currency.  April  11,  1778.  $8.  Yorktown  Issue. 
Choice  AU,  with  just  a single  faint  centerfold  noted.  Still  a superb 
example,  boldly  printed  on  clean  paper  and  offering  complete  mar- 
gins on  both  sides.  Rarely  found  in  such  high  grade  and  quite  im- 
portant as  such.  The  British  sponsored  heavy  counterfeiting  of  the 
issue,  resulting  in  a long  period  of  recall  leaving  the  notes  essentially 
worthless  in  just  a couple  of  years. 

Continental  Currency.  January  14,  1779.  S3.  Counterfeit  Detector 
on  blue  paper.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Very  sharp  and  attractive. 


Continental  Currency.  January  14,  1779.  $80.  Choice  Uncir- 
culated. Red  and  black  face.  Very  well  printed,  well  margined,  and 
very  attractive.  A sharp  and  premium  qualiw  example. 
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Quartette  of  CA>iitiecticut  notes:  J June  1,  1775.  40  shillings.  EF, 
and  well  embossed,  .^n  uncanceled  note  with  only  a short  split  noted 
tor  detects  J October  11,  1777.  2 pence.  Blue  paper.  EF,  but  aged 
and  to.xed.  Uncanceled  J October  11,  1777,  4 pence.  Blue  paper. 
Uncirculated.  Typical  slash  cancellation  J October  1 1,  1777.  7 pence. 
Blue  paper.  VF.  Aged,  with  pinholes  and  some  foxing.  Uncanceled. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 
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Connecticut.  Undated  remainder,  circa  1799.  Hartford  & New 
Haven  Turnpike.  6 cents,  3 mills.  Uncirculated,  with  some 
light  foxing.  Average  printing  quality  for  the  issue  which  was  printed 
with  plates  engraved  by  Amos  Doolittle  in  New  Haven.  Scrip  used 
for  passage  tickets,  and  printed  in  six  different  denominations  spe- 
cific to  the  traveler.  The  present  denomination  allows  for  pa.ssage  of 
one  gate  for  “Single  Horse  Cart  loaded,  empty  Cart,  Sled,  Sleigh  & 
Waggon."  The  engravings  were  functional,  and  identified  at  least  in 
part  who  could  pass.  Smaller  denominations  such  as  two  cents  and 
five  mills  issues  did  not  specify  the  intended  passage  in  words,  but 
engravings  ofa  horse,  bull,  and  donkey  on  the  two  cents,  and  a sheep 
and  pig  on  the  five  mills  apparently  sufficed. 

Amos  Doolittle  was  a self-taught  copper  plate  engraver,  who  also  apprenticed 
as  a silversmith  and  advertised  as  a jeweler  m addition.  He  is  known  to  have  seen 
military  service  under  Benedict  Arnold,  m his  march  to  Cambridge. 
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Delaware.  .May  1,  1777.  3 pence.  Number:  50960.  Choice  Un- 
circulated. A really  lovely  high-grade  note  otTenng  excellent  paper 
; hr  . sharp  printing,  a strong  signature  and  complete  margins, 
fiouid  the",  .ire  a bit  narrow,  just  5,455  examples  were  issued  in 
if  :.  ■■■  ination,  A scarce  issue,  and  not  olten  seen  this  nice. 


Desirable  William  Few  Signature 

Signer  of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
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9 Georgia.  May  4,  1778.  $30.  VF  to  EF,  with  crisp  paper.  How- 
ever, a vertical  crease  and  minor  handling  are  noted,  as  is  a worm 
hole  at  the  right  end.  Black  text,  red  highlights,  and  a bright  blue 
boar  seal  at  the  lower  right.  A popular  issue  that  should  command 
comfortably  over  $1500  for  this  grade  level  without  the  noted  flaws. 
From  a complex  and  colorful  era  of  colonial  notes  in  the  southern 
colonies,  printed  by  Lancaster  in  Savannah.  Signed  by  William  Few, 
as  signer  ot  the  United  States  Constitution,  and  worthy  of  a pre- 
mium as  such. 


Extremely  Rare  Maryland  “Red  Money”  Issue 

May  10,  1781 


One  Shilling  *nd  Six-penct. 
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10  Maryland.  May  10,  1781.  Red  Money.  1 sliilling.  b pence. 
Choice  VF,  with  hold  color  on  the  back,  though  it  o slightlv  sub- 
dued on  the  t.ice  Printed  in  red  and  hl.ick  b\  I revleiu  k lireen  Ml 
denominations  oftllis  issue  .ire  rare.  especi.ilK  the  lower  one,,  as  the 
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paper  is  rather  thin  and  it  tended  to  not  to  survive  much  use.  In- 
tended to  be  covered  by  hinds  raised  through  confiscation  of  Tory 
property.  Good  signatures  of  Nicholas  Harwood  andjohn  Callahan. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  collector. 

11  Massachusetts.  October  18,  1776.  6 pence.  “Codfish”  note.  Fine  or 
so.  Split  in  the  top  edge,  and  with  a foxing  spot  at  CE  of  PENCE. 
Signed  by  Nehemiah  Abbot.  The  face  plate  was  engraved  by  Paul 
Revere. 


1777  Massachusetts  Bay  Treasury  Certificate 

Made  out  to  Jacob  Perkins 


12  Massachusetts.  1777  Treasury  Certificate,  payable  March  1, 
1781.  Anderson  [The  Price  of  Liberty]  MA  10.  Rarity-4.  Fine. 

No.  2932.  A pleasing  example  of  this  Revolutionary  War  bond,  is- 
sued to  redeem  Massachusetts  bills  of  credit.  Nice  indents  on  left 
margin,  a bit  ragged  at  right  and  top,  wide  selvage  at  bottom,  un- 
tnmmed  and  original.  Interest  redeemed  for  first  year,  bold  signa- 
tures of  committee  and  treasurer,  the  latter  canceled  as  always  seen. 
This  type  features  Nathaniel  Hurd’s  popular  “Sword  in  Hand”  vi- 
gnette, surrounded  by  the  worm  Ouroboros,  a symbol  of  infinity 
who  eats  his  own  tail.  This  particular  certificate  is  significant  for  its 
recipient  — Jacob  Perkins,  almost  certainly  the  same  man  who  is 
revered  by  collectors  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  stamps  as  one  of 
the  great  engravers  and  mechanics  of  all  time. 

Perkins  engraved  many  of  the  dies  for  Massachusetts  copper  coins. 
His  innovations  against  the  counterfeiting  of  paper  money  were  pub- 
lished in  his  extremely  rare  1808  Perkins  Bank  Bill  test,  which  revolu- 
tionized currency  by  introducing  induplicable  mechanized  swirls  to 
plates,  technology  that  was  widespread  within  a few  years  of  its  in- 
troduction and  is  still  used  today.  Later,  Perkins  engraved  the  world’s 
first  postage  stamp.  In  1799,  he  engraved  the  dies  of  the  Washing- 
ton funeral  medals  while  still  in  Newburyport,  and  in  1815,  he  moved 
his  shop  from  Massachusetts  to  Philadelphia.  His  Philadelphia  shop 
was  located  on  the  same  city  block  as  the  First  United  States  Mint, 
who  employed  his  improvements  in  steelmaking  for  use  in  coinage 
dies.  While  research  indicates  that  there  were  other  Jacob  Perkins  in 
Massachusetts,  a consideration  of  the  evidence  (including  known 
activity  with  the  Commonwealth,  significant  enough  wealth  to  loan 


£V)  in  1777,  and  age  at  the  time  this  piece  was  issued)  strongly  sug- 
gests that  the  famed  Jacob  Perkins  was  indeed  the  recipient  of  this 
Treasury  certificate.  A lantastic  association  piece  with  an  important 
early  numismatic  personality  and  easily  worth  more  than  a typical 
specimen  of  this  type.  (Estimate:  5275-800) 


13  Massachusetts.  1779  Treasury  Certificate,  payable  January  1, 
1783.  Anderson  [The  Price  of  Liberty]  MA  15.  Massachusetts 
State  Lottery,  Class  the  Third.  Rarity-4.  Very  Fine.  No.  1261. 
A very  nice  example  of  this  form,  exhibiting  exceptional  eye  appeal. 
A bit  wrinkled  at  top  margin,  broad  indent,  inherent  crease  at  lower 
left,  boldly  printed  with  good  clear  signatures.  The  usage  of  the  Pine 
Tree  vignette  in  the  upper  left  makes  this  note,  used  to  pay  winners 
in  the  Massachusetts  State  Lottery,  a popular  one  with  collectors. 
The  £,\ 5 denomination  is  typical  for  this  type,  nominally  equivalent 
to  50  Spanish  milled  dollars,  though  the  government  securities  mar- 
ket meant  that  such  forms  or  the  paper  money  received  to  pay  them 
off  were  often  sold  at  a discount.  (Estimate:  $250-400) 


14  Massachusetts.  1780  Treasury  Certificate,  payablejanuary  1, 
1783.  Anderson  [The  Price  of  Liberty]  MA  16.  Massachusetts 
State  Lottery,  Class  the  Fourth.  High  Rarity-6.  Fine.  No.  602. 
A very  scarce  Massachusetts  Lottery  form,  again  featuring  the  Pine 
Tree  and  worm  Ouroboros  vignette.  Nice  broad  indent,  right  and 
bottom  margins  a little  ragged  but  not  overwhelmingly  so,  three 
vertical  folds,  nicely  printed  and  clearly  signed.  A perfect  addition 
to  a colonial  currency  or  coin  collection,  and  an  uncommon  U'pe. 

(Estimate:  5250-500) 
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15  Massachusetts.  1780  Treasury  Certificate,  payable  March  1, 
1785.  Anderson  [The  Price  of  Liberty]  MA  20.  Low  Rarity-6. 
Very  Fine.  No.  1898.  An  interesting  piece  orM.issachiisetts  fiscal 
paper  issued  to  "cover  the  depreciation  of  pay  soldiers  received  while 
serving  in  the  Ciontinental  Army”  according  to  Anderson.  This  coin- 
moditv'  certihcate  was  given  to  Massachusetts  Continental  soldiers 
in  lieu  of  the  worthless  Continental  Currency,  with  the  assurance 
that  they  would  receive  the  proper  value  of  their  pay  based  upon  the 
going  rates  of  various  commodities  used  as  a fix  of  value  - “in  the 
then  current  Money  of  the  said  State,  in  a greater  or  less  Sum,  ac- 
cording as  Five  Bushels  of  CORN,  Sixty-eight  Pounds  and  four- 
sevenths  Parts  of  a Pound  ofBEEF,  Ten  Pounds  ofSHEEPS  WOOL, 
and  Sixteen  Pounds  of  SOLE  LEATHER  shall  then  cost,  more  or 
less  than  One  Hundred  and  Thirty  Pounds  current  Money,  at  the 
then  current  Prices  of  said  Articles” 

This  is  a nice  example  of  this  fascinating  type,  with  broad  mar- 
gins only  a bit  ragged  at  the  bottom,  darkly  rendered  borders  from 
the  plates  engraved  by  John. M.  Furnass,  the  nephew  of  Nathaniel 
Hurd.  Interestingly,  Anderson  records  only  certificates  dated  1781  - 
84,  whereas  this  is  dated  1785.  (Estimate:  S3()()-55()) 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
n**  *<y6RROWED  and  received  of—- 

^ y y ' 

-it  the  Sum  /y/  /zy 


which  I promife  for  Myfelf  an^-^cefrors  in  Ofjee  of. 
TaiAAi^it  of  thil  Commtrtu'ealth,'  ay  to  the  f.i^  . 

■"»».  ^ or  Bearer,  on  or  before  the 

Day  Interell,  at  S\x per  CUnt, 

per  ; the  lofercft  to  be  paid  Annuallt  : lio^k  Hrindpal 

and  IncA^eA  to  be  paid  in  the  fcvcral  Species  of  SlL^EH 

and  G0i:O^  enumerated  in  an  ACT  made  and  pafleJin  the  Year 
of  our  1%PRD  OneTbouJanJ frpen  Hur.dreJ  and f^ly-nhte.\t\{\\.\eK\, 
**  An  Jor  afeertatntn^  tbe  Rates  at  which  Cokjed.5ilver  and 
**  Cold,  Englifh  and way  p.7/1  within  this 

**  Cv^rnment,  according  to  the  Rates  tberen  mentr^neJ,'* 

H'ltpel.  •'ty  Hand, 

• ■ Treafurer. 


1 


Committee. 


16  Massachusetts.  1782  Treasury  Certificate,  payablejanuary  1, 
1784.  Anderson  [TTic  Price  of  Liberty]  MA  31.  Massachusetts 
State  Lottery,  Class  the  Fourth.  Low  Rarity-6.  Very  Fine.  No. 
4337.  A very  .ittractive  and  well  preserved  example  of  this  form, 
with  very  bold  printing  that  fully  realizes  the  nice  detail  in  the  bor- 
ders. Cine  horizontal  fold, , short  tear  at  top  margin,  nice  indents  at 
left  margin  and  full  borders  throughout.  Clf  special  interest  to  coin 
collectors,  this  form,  issued  to  consolidate  the  state  debt,  states  that 
payment  will  be  in  specie  as  enumerated  in  the  Act  of  1749.  This  act 
was  issued  after  the  arrival  of  the  Mermaid,  which  brought  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  copper  coins  and  a massive  amount  of  specie  coin- 
age used  to  call  m currency  at  the  time  - coins  which  continued  to 
irculatc  for  decades  in  New  England.  (Estimate:  S2(K)-6(H)) 


Important  1787  Shays’  Rebellion  Note 

“For  Procuring  Provisions  and 
Necesaries  for  the  Militia” 


17  Massachusetts.  1787  Treasury  Certificate.  Anderson  [77ie  Price 
of  Liberty]  MA  unlisted.  Rarity-7  or  higher.  Extremely  Fine. 

An  exceptionally  important  piece  of  fiscal  paper,  issued  at  a turning 
point  in  our  nation’s  history.  This  t>pe,  unlisted  in  Anderson  but 
similar  to  Anderson  MA  45,  was  issued  to  bolster  the  militia  as  the 
state  ot  Massachusetts  faced  its  first  challenge  of  the  post-Revolu- 
tionary  era:  the  tarmers  gathered  by  1 laniel  Shays  in  western  Massa- 
chusetts. The  note  is  issued  in  Boston,  January  22,  1787,  just  three 
days  before  Shays’  Rebellion  is  finally  put  down  in  Springfield.  The 
note  is  crisp  and  nicely  preserved,  left  margin  a little  ragged  as  is- 
sued, some  gentle  folds  but  very  appealing.  It  was  issued  to  Blodgct 
& Gilman,  probably  a merchant  partnership,  for  a loan  to  the  state 
for  £20  in  specie  - a rare  accumulation  of  precious  coin  when  the 
state  needed  it  most,  equivalent  to  roughly  65  Spanish  dollars.  On 
the  day  this  note  was  issued,  the  first  serious  threat  to  American 
sovereignty  was  unfolding,  with  2,()()()  rebellious  farmers  ready  to 
storm  the  Springfield  arsenal. 

The  farmers  had  a lot  to  be  angry  about,  including  high  taxes 
(far  higher  than  ever  under  the  British,  and  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
chaotic  yet  essentially  ta.x-free  environment  of  the  Revolution),  a 
lack  ot  paper  money  that  held  its  value,  and  a new  federal  govern- 
ment intent  on  asserting  its  power.  Daniel  Shays  was  a Revolu- 
tionary War  officer  and  the  unlikely  leader  of  a revolt,  but  over  a 
six  month  period  thousands  of  poor  fanners  came  to  see  him  as 
the  leader  of  their  cause.  The  Rebellion  was  ended  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts militia-funded  by  this  precise  issue  of  Treasury  certifi- 
cates-on  January  25  when  1200  troops  protected  the  Springfield 
arsenal  and  the  leaders  were  captured,  convicted  of  treason,  and 
sentenced  to  death  (they  were  later  pardoned).  A week  after  this 
note  was  issued  and  only  5 days  after  the  rebellion  ended,  Jefferson 
remarked  in  a letter  to  Madison  “1  hold  it  that  a little  rebellion 
now  and  then  is  a good  thing,  and  as  necessary  in  the  political 
world  as  storms  in  the  physical.”  The  historical  importance  of  this 
fiscal  paper  issue  is  immense— it  was  unknown  to  Anderson  and 
today  only  a half  a dozen  or  so  examples  of  this  tvqse  exist,  with 
only  a few  of  them  issued  before  the  end  of  the  relx'lhon  as  seen 
here.  The  last  public  offering,  in  an  R.M.  Smythe  sale,  realized 
S4()()()  and  sold  to  a dealer  for  inventorv.  The  auction  appearance 
ot  this  note  is  a likely  induplicable  opportunirv  I't  great  iinpv'r- 
tance  to  the  collectors  of  historical  paper  issues  iit  (Ins  tormatis  e 
period  111  our  nation’s  historv  ;Fstimatc 
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Lovely  New  Hampshire  £3  Note 


Three  Pound?.  C'— ^ i^- 

^»*r  /«At  AM»  o»  ) «ki  W/»  ■■  - f-  ca  august  *4.  1775 


COLONY  Ot 
xtW  HAMPIHIRI 


«5 


« No. 
» 


. ^ j j 

be 

Vti-J 
h«?n 


* H E PoflelTor  of  this  Note 

vl-s? 


(h.-'.ll 


IXA 


‘^Colony  the  Sum  ot  thube  pounds  Lawtnl  Money 
Om  tkx  to<»  op  DXPMBBt  I7>7. 

••  And  this  NOTE  thall  be  received  in  allTaymcnts  *♦ 
tht  Ttcajury  at  any  Urn  ajUr  iht  Date  hcruf. 


intitled  to'rcceive  out  of  theTRT.  AfuRv  .of  ilit? 


>s« 

t j;  hfU/  Rcc«‘''C^  Genera’  ^ 


18  Colony  of  New  Hampshire.  August  24,  1775.  £1>.  Due  De- 
cember 20,  1777.  Number:  1575.  Choice  EF.  Printed  from  a 
very  sharp  and  deceptive  counterfeit  plate,  though  still  very  rare  and 
quite  important.  Some  trivial  foxing  is  noted  at  the  edges,  as  are  a 
couple  of  very  light  thins  in  the  paper.  The  color  is  sharp  and  the 
note  is  well  printed. 

From  Bowers  and  Mercna’s  sale  of  the  llityiieS.  Rich  Collection,  March 
2002,  Lot  3009. 


19  Colony  of  New  Hampshire.  November  2,  1775.  30  shillings. 
Due  December  20,  1780.  Number:  2391.  Choice  AU.  A light 
vertical  fold  is  noted,  but  the  note  is  fresh  and  bright.  Sharper  than 
the  example  offered  in  the  extensive  Wayne  Pdeh  Collection,  and 
quite  significant  as  such.  Strong  signatures  of  Nicholas  Gilman  and 
Sam  Hobart. 


20  State  of  New  Hampshire.  April  29,  1780.  $3.  Issue  guaran- 
teed by  the  U.S.  AU,  and  quite  pleasing  for  the  grade.  Excellent 
back  color  and  hole  canceled  as  usually  seen. 


21  Newjersey.  December  31,  1763.  12  shillings.  Number:  2605. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Fresh  and  crisp.  A great  quality  note  that  is 
a little  too  short  on  margins  for  the  Gem  category.  Excellent  other- 
wise, with  bold  signatures. 


/ 
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25  Pair  of  attractive  Newjersey  notes  of  the  March  25,  1776  issue:  □ 3 

shillings.  AU,  with  bold  color  □ 12  shillings.  Uncirculated.  Well 
margined  and  nearly  choice.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Newjersey.  April  16,  1764.  30  shillings.  AU,  but  not  a well  made 
issue  and  having  a rather  rough  appearance  as  such.  The  margins  are 
tight.  An  interesting  contemporary  counterfeit  with  a large  “X” 
cancellation  on  the  face.  Signatures  ofjonathan  Johnston,  Richard 
Smith  and  Samuel  Smith. 


Newjersey.  April  16,  1764.  30  shillings.  Fine  or  so,  but  split  at 
the  center  and  professionally  restored.  A well-printed,  genuine  note 
with  good  color  and  strong  signatures  of  Richard  Smith,  Jonathan 
Johnston,  and  S.  Skinner. 


Newjersey.  April  16,  1764.  £3.  Choice  Fine  with  strong  color 
and  sharp  printing.  Folded  through  the  center  both  vertically  and 
horizontally,  but  the  paper  has  remained  intact.  Corners  are  evenly 
riiimded.  and  the  signatures  are  a little  faded  but  remain  visible, 
signed  by  Jonathan  Johnston,  Rjchard  Smith,  and  Samuel  Smith. 
The  "solid  sun"  variety,  and  a scarcer  note  in  this  grade.  Essentially 
free  of  noteworthv  defects  and  verv  desirable  as  such. 


26  New  York.  New  York  City  Water  Works  issue.  August  25, 
1774. 1 shilling.  Number:  3425.  Choice  VF.  Nicely  printed  with 
no  distractions  worthy  of  note.  Good  color  and  signatures. 


27  New  York.  New  YorkCity  Water  Worksissue. January  6, 1776. 

4 shillings.  Number:  1937.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A natural  paper 
fleck  otf  the  back,  but  as  made  and  barely  noteworthy.  Signatures  of 
N.  Bayard  and  John  H.  Cruger.  About  as  nice  an  example  of  the 
issue  as  can  be  found  from  the  original  issue  ofjust  2,500  notes. 
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28  New  York.  New  York  City  Water  Works  issue.  January  6, 1776. 

4 shillings.  Number:  406.  Choice  Uncirculated.  A sharp  and 
clean  looking  example  of  the  popular  water  works  issue  challenging 
the  Gem  category,  but  with  light  mounting  marks  on  the  back. 
Nicely  printed  and  well  centered  on  both  sides  and  still  a very  desir- 
able example  of  this  scarcer  issue.  Signatures  of  N.  Bayard  and  John 
H.  Cruger. 


29  New  York.  March  5,  1776.  SI.  Number:  6357.  Choice  EF.  A 

boldly  printed  and  nicely  signed  example.  Good  margins  and  a nice 
note  to  represent  the  type.  Signatures  of  G.  Cornell  and  A.  Van 
Tuyl. 


' I ■'Hlb  HILL  Umil  cuiricnt 
Jl  in  all  Paymriit*  in  this  Colniiy,  y. 
lor  ONE  SP/INJSII  MU. LED  fcii 
DOLLAR,  or  the  Value  ihcrcot 
10  GM  or  Silver,  aceorriiiij}  to  the 
Rcfolution  of  tl*  I'lOrinciai  Corgreii  f Ut ^ 
of  Nevr-York,  Oil  the  tiliU  Day  or  I 
March,  1776.  y q HU 


Dollar. 


i>Kw-i<)RK  v_urrcnc)'. 

X>C;-C<.XXXXXK>00‘:>; 
K.jll  OaVii-  dollar. 


30  New  York.  March  5,  1776.  $1.  Number:  26813.  Choice  EF, 

with  a single  center  fold.  The  top  margin  is  trimmed  in  a bit,  while 
that  on  bottom  is  quite  broad.  A second  e.xample,  nicely  printed, 
and  with  different  signatures  than  the  last.  Signed  by  Thomas  Arden, 
Jr.  and  Peter  Byvanck. 


No.  a /if// 

EIPTY  SHHl-I'NG^.j 
f THIS  BILL  fliallpafs 


current  lotT’^ 
within 
Province  of 
Layit,  aecordiog 

an  ASX  of  A3*u>biy.wl^l^K«4:^N 
in.irle  in  the  521! 

G^RdE  n. 

,«dAprt!^C5, 

Wr.LH- 


31  Pennsylvania.  April  25, 1759.  Number:  6109.  50  shillings.  Fine 

or  so,  and  rather  clean  for  the  grade.  Some  soiling,  but  not  having 
the  problems  that  are  often  seen  on  these  notes.  Printed  by  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  and  David  Hall,  and  very  desirable  as  such.  A very 
nice  example  of  the  type  and  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 
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Very  Choice  Benjamin  Franklin  Note 

May  1,  1760 


F:£T>fT^ 


Ftfrt.K  ,sRlI.l,INt,S. 


■i0. 
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Pennsylvania.  May  1,  1760.  Number:  5726.  15  shillings.  EF. 

A horizontal  crease  is  evident,  as  is  some  modest  soiling  as  expected. 
Free  of  additional  defects  worthy  of  mention,  and  as  such  a very 
respectable  example  of  this  popular  issue  printed  by  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  David  Hall.  Scarcely  available  nicer. 


Pennsylvania.  May  1,  1760.  Number:  8676.  50  shillings.  VF, 
but  a bit  trimmed  and  with  a slight  split.  Decent  color  for  the  grade. 
I’rmted  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  1 )avid  Hall.  Lot  includes  a Breen/ 
Tax.iy  certificate. 


Pleasing  Franklin  and  Hall  Threepence  Note 

First  of  a Consecutive  Pair 


This  bill  quii  pafi.’'^ 

current  for 

ijwitbio  the  Province  of 

according  to  an  Aft 
^Aflembly,  made  in  the  4th 
of  the  Rei 
of  King  Gio.h<^ 
IIL  Dated 
i8ih  Day 
JitMff  1764. 

‘tbreeptneeff^ 


V. 


pence. 


Ihree- 


1 


Pr;  B.  Fr  A N K- 

iiN,  Hall. 

1764. 


•s. 

Cri 


'f3U34  ^ 


34  Pennsylvania.  June  18,  1764.  Number:  69225.  3 pence.  AU, 

due  to  a corner  crease  and  tip  fold,  otherwise  the  note  is  crisp,  bright, 
and  very  much  worthy  of  a finer  grade.  A mate  to  the  note  offered 
in  the  next  lot,  cut  from  the  same  sheet  and  clearly  together  since 
the  time  of  printing.  A very  attractive  Franklin  and  Hall  note.  Signed 
by  Abel  James. 


Choice  Franklin  and  Hall  Threepence  Note 

Second  of  a Consecutive  Pair 


pence. 


Tbree- 

3 


Pr/n  W 3jr  B . F R A N K - 
LIN,  and  D.  H.all. 
1764. 


r 


-33dCU^ 


‘33U34  1“ 


35  Pennsylvania.  June  18,  1764.  Number:  69226.  3 pence.  Choice 
Uncirculated,  and  very  near  Gem  quality.  A boldly  printed,  ex- 
tremely well  margined,  and  overall  very  high-grade  note.  Sharply 
signed  by  Abel  James.  A superb  note,  consecutive  with  the  one  of- 
fered above,  and  quite  .suitable  for  a collection  of  high-grade  notes. 
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Another  Choice  Franklin  and  Hall  Note 

June  18,  1764 


36  Pennsylvania.  June  18, 1764.  Number:  42841.  6 pence.  Choice 

Uncirculated.  Boldly  printed  with  strong  embossing  and  an  excel- 
lent signature  ofjohn  Gibson,  Jr.  Bright  paper  and  superb  aesthetic 
quality.  Another  lovely  note  printed  by  Franklin  and  Hall  that  would 
be  difficult  to  improve  upon  for  type. 


Rare  “Bettering  House  Money” 


&Half-a-Crown. 


THIS  INOEKTED  BILL  ' 
T'lm  Shillings  anil  Sixptnce,  fhal'l 
.entitle  the  Bearer  to  receive  oil 


the  Treafurerof  the  Contribu-1 
...  Relief  end  Employ-l 

© of  the  Poor  in  the  City  ol] 

^ Philadclphiu,  the  like  Sum  of] 

S&iis  ifc  sfc7hi’o  Shsllings  and  Sixpence,  cfj 
j^equal  Value  with  the  fame  Sum,  of  the  Bills  ot  ■ 
Q'^redit  of  this  Province,  now  by  Law  current, ^ 
j^according  to  the  Direftions  of  an  Aft  of  Gent-i 
^ral'  .'UTembly  of 
^P/«y3’  Insania, 

®.nade  in  the  9tli. 

Vearof  the  Reign 
of  His  Maielly 
GEORG  E'm. 

Dated  the  Tenth 
of  March,  1769.*^ 

HALF-A-CROWN.  J 

w ^ i®gi  ^ 


37  Pennsylvania.  March  10,  1769.  Half-a-Crown  or  2 shillings  6 
pence.  Number:  1565.  Plate  A.  VF  to  EF,  and  a very  choice 
example  of  this  issue  which  is  tough  to  acquire.  Light  quarter  folds, 
but  the  appearance  is  that  of  an  AU  note  from  the  face,  while  the 
blank  back  shows  the  wear.  Slightly  trimmed  in  at  the  upper  right. 
An  example  of  the  “Bettering  House  Money”  which  was  autho- 
rized by  the  February  18,  1769  Act  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the 
poor  ot  Philadelphia.  Good  signatures  of  Jacob  Lewis,  Charles 
Thomson,  and  Stephen  Collins. 


Desirable  John  Morton  Signature 

Signer  of  the  U.S.  Declaration  of  Independence 


38  Pennsylvania.  April  3,  1772.  Half-a-Crown  or  2 shillings  6 
pence.  VG  to  Fine  with  some  minor  splits  at  the  top  and  bottom, 
but  nice  clear  signatures.  Signed  by  John  Morton,  a signer  of  the 
U.S.  Declaration  of  Independence  for  Pennsylvania,  and  very  desir- 
able as  such. 

39  Pair  of  Pennsylvania  colonial  notes:  □ October  1,  1773.  50  shillings. 
AU,  but  with  light  soiling  on  the  face  □ April  10,  1775.  50  shillings. 
Workhouse  issue.  Uncirculated,  but  with  ink  stains  on  the  back  from 
stacking  of  fresh  notes.  The  face  is  much  nicer,  bold  and  colorful. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 


Lovely  Pennsylvania  £5  Vertical  Pair 


40  Pennsylvania.  April  10,  1775.  ^15.  Workhouse  Issue.  Uncut 
Pair.  Numbers:  2645  and  2646.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Near 
perfect  centering  on  the  back,  while  the  face  is  ever  so  shghtlv  off. 
Bold  color,  excellent  freshness,  and  meelv  embossed.  A superb  pair 
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with  the  I’hilaJelphia  Cin  jail  on  the  back,  and  both  spelling  varia- 
tions of  Pennsylvania  represented  on  the  faces.  Bold  signatures  of 
Roberts,  Bacon,  and  Coats. 


Superb  Gem  Pennsylvania  20  Shillings 

April  10,  1777 


Twenty  Shillings. 

TH  I S Bill  fhall  p-ifs  current  for  Twenty  ShiWnys, 
according  to  an  Act  ol  GKNER  AL  ASSE^!- 
BLY  of  the  Common-Wcilih  of  paffedthe 

'I'wcotieihDayof  in  the  Year  C^ie'I'hou'.aod  Seven 

iHundrcd  and  ScTeniy  lcten.  Daicdthe 

TWENTY  SHILLINGS  ! 


41  Pennsylvania.  April  10,  1775.  ;£5.  Workhouse  Issue.  Number: 
1460.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A gorgeous  e.xample  with  full  color, 
e.xcellent  embossing,  and  full  margins  all  around.  A superb  note  for 
type. 


42  Pennsylvania.  April  10,  1777.  Black  issue.  4 pence.  Choice 
Uncirculated.  A delightfully  bright  and  fresh  note  with  excellent 
paper  qualitv’  and  traces  of  embossing.  Tightly  trimmed  at  the  bot- 
tom margin,  but  a great  note  nonetheless. 


44  Pennsylvania.  April  10, 1777.  20  shillings.  Gem  Uncirculated. 

A truly  superb  note  with  bold  color,  above  average  margins,  and  no 
visible  flaws.  Notes  ot  this  quality  are  very  scarce,  and  one  can  ex- 
pect that  catalogue  value  will  be  tossed  to  the  wind  when  bidding 
commences  for  this  note.  Today,  astute  collectors  of  colonial  cur- 
rency recognize  the  rarity  of  such  notes  and  compete  seriously  to 
acquire  them.  Whoever  wins  the  present  lot  will  undoubtedly  find 
it  satisfying,  whatever  the  price. 


45  Pennsylvania.  March  16,  1785.  20  shillings.  Number:  1392. 
Choice  EF.  Nicely  printed  with  good  signatures  and  pleasant  eye 
appeal.  A scarce  later  issue  and  quite  satisfying. 
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4 ’•  Pennsylvania.  April  10,  1777.  9 pence.  Uncut  Pair.  Each  note 
is  Uncirculated,  Tit  the  pur  has  a gutter  fold  m between  Light 
: ■ ! i d I iignaturi -.  h.ivi  ..iinewhat  faded,  but  uncut 
'1  - '■>  I - ommgmori  Attr.ictive  and 


46  A pair  ot  ILhode  Island  issues:  □ May  1786  Session.  £3.  EF.  Well 
margined,  but  with  some  foxing,  mostly  on  the  back  LI  July  2,  1780. 
S 1 . Guaranteed  by  the  U.S.  issue.  Remainder.  Choice  Uncirculated. 
The  face  is  signed,  but  the  back  is  not  endorsed.  A lovely  note  with 
bold  color.  Signed  by  Metcalfe  Bowler,  a delegate  to  the  Stamp  Act 
Congress  of  1765.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

47  Pair  of  South  Carolina  colonial  issues:  □ Act  of  December  23. 1776. 
S4.  About  VF,  but  with  some  face  soiling.  The  plate  is  engnived 
1777  in  error  J February  14,  1777.  S30.  Man  wath  Pack  vignette, 
with  motto  MISERA  SERVITUS  C)MNIS  (all  slaverv  iswTctchedV 
VF.  Soiled  as  common  for  the  grade,  with  some  handling  mark'  at 
the  corners.  A nice  looking  pair  of  scarcer  notes.  '.Total:  pieces'i 
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48  South  Carolina.  Act  of  December  23,  1776.  $8.  AU,  with  a 
couple  of  light  folds.  Otherwise,  the  note  offers  full  Gem  quality. 
Boldly  printed  with  good  embossing  and  a generally  sharp  look.  A 
remainder  with  two  signatures,  and  very  wide  margins.  Sailing  ship 
vignette  'with  MULTORUM  SPES  (the  hope  of  many). 


49  South  Carolina.  February  8,  1779.  $50.  Number:  3713.  EF, 

but  with  a couple  of  tiny  edge  splits  in  the  top  and  a few  small  foxing 
spots.  Still,  a very  pleasing  example  of  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
in  the  broad  spectrum  of  colonial  notes.  Engraved  in  beautiful  style 
on  both  sides  by  Thomas  Coram  of  Charleston,  with  the  back  plate 
featuring  Atlas  carrying  a boulder  bearing  his  signature.  Sharp  sig- 
natures ofjoseph  Atkinson,  Edward  Trescot,  and  Robert  Williams. 


50  South  Carolina.  February  8, 1779.  $80.  Number:  330.  Choice 

VF,  with  quarter  folds  and  some  fo.xing  on  the  back.  The  face  is 
lightly  printed,  but  clear,  while  the  back  is  sharp.  Pleasing  and  intri- 
cate designs  engraved  by  Coram  for  the  face  and  back. 

51  An  early  American  trio:  □ Continental  Currency.  November  29, 
1775.  $3.  Eagle  attacking  snake  vignette.  VF,  with  pinholes  □ Con- 
tinental Currency.  February  17, 1776.  S4.  Harp  vignette.  VG  to  Fine. 
Rough  corners  □ Pennsylvania.  December  8,  1775.  20  shillings. 
AU,  but  corners  soft.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

52  Pair  of  colonial  notes  from  the  mid-Atlantic  region:  □ Delaware. 
January  1,  1776.  5 shillings.  Choice  AU,  with  a corner  bend  at  the 
lower  right.  Boldly  printed  and  superior  margins  □ New  Jersey. 
March  25,  1776.  15  shillings.  VF  or  so,  with  some  mounting  rem- 
nants noted  on  the  back.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

53  Trio  of  colonial  notes:  □ Delaware.  January  1,  1776.  10  shillings. 
Uncirculated.  Slightly  miscut  with  average  margins,  but  the  color 
and  appearance  is  bright  and  vivid  □ Maryland.  April  10,  1774.  S6. 
VF,  and  pleasing  but  a slightly  rounded  corner  at  the  lower  right  □ 
Maryland.  April  10,  1774.  $8.  About  EF.  Nice  and  bright.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

54  Selection  of  colonial  notes,  all  different,  and  offering  an  excellent 
overview  of  later  issues:  □ Delaware.  May  1,  1777.  20  shillings.  VF, 
and  nearly  choice.  A scarcer  issue  □ Massachusetts.  May  5,  1780. 
|20.  Guaranteed.  Uncirculated,  but  with  typical  hold  cancellation 
□ New  Jersey.  December  31,  1763.  18  pence.  Technically  an  Un- 
circulated note,  but  with  clipped  corners  and  hea-vy  aging  □ New 
York.  September  2,  1775.  $10.  Elephant  vignette  on  back.  VF.  Cor- 
ner roughness,  and  a left  edge  split  □ Penn.sylvania.  October  1 , 1773. 
50  shillings.  Choice  AU.  Bold  color  □ Pennsylvania.  April  25,  1776. 
4 pence  or  “Groat.”  EF  □ Rhode  Island.  June  29,  1775.  1 shilling. 
Fair.  Backed  and  rebacked  with  about  l/6th  of  the  note  missing. 
(Total:  7 pieces) 
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35  Ciroupingot  colonial  notes:  J Maryland.  April  10, 1774.  Sl/3.  Fine. 
Some  back  soiling  □ Pennsylvania.  October  1,  1773.  15  shillings. 
\'F  J Pennsylvania.  October  1,  1773.  20  shillings.  EF,  but  trimmed 
in  all  the  way  around.  With  Breen/Taxay  certificate  J Peniisylva- 
nia.  April  25,  1776.  9 pence.  Fine.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

36  Selection  ot  southern  colonial  notes,  all  with  great  motifs:  J North 
tiarolina.  December  1771.  jC3.  “Magna  Charta.”  VF,  and  nicely 
margined.  A tew  edge  splits  and  hinge  repairs  are  noted  □ South 
C^arolma.  December  23,  1776.  S3.  “Oracle.”  EF.  Some  back  soil- 
ing. A nice  fully  issued  e.xample  J Virginia.  October  7,  1776.  SIO. 
“Sic  Semper  Tyraniius”  vignette.  Good.  Solid,  but  splitting  verti- 
cally and  a little  dark.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

OBSOLETE  CURITENCY 


57  Georgia,  Columbus.  The  Bank  of  Columbus.  S5.  Late  185()s.  India 
paper  Proof  Haxby-GA  150,  G30.  Uncirculated,  due  to  a small  thin. 
Otherwise  a superb  Gem.  deeply  impressed  and  quite  bold.  By 
Baldwin,  Bald  &.  Cousland,  New  York.  From  the  American  Bank 
Note  Company  archives,  and  stamped  as  such  on  the  back. 

58  Georgia,  Savannah.  The  Bank  of  Commerce.  SIO.  Late  1850s.  In- 
dia paper  Proof  H-GA375,  G8b.  Gem  Uncirculated,  but  with  mi- 
nor bleed  through  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  stamp 
on  the  back.  A sharp  impression  in  black,  with  red  TEN  protector 
on  the  face. 


59  Illinois,  Mount  Carmel.  The  Citizens  Bank.  SI.  India  paper 
Proof.  H-IL550,  G2b.  Very  Choice  Uncirculated.  Avery  hand- 
some full  red  tint  proof  with  large  outlined  numeral  “l”s.  From 
the  1990  American  Bank  Note  Co.  archive  s.ile. 


60  Illinois,  Urbana.  The  Grand  Prairie  Bank.  SIO.  Late  1850s. 
India  paper  Proof.  H-IL825,  GIO.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Listed 
as  SENC  by  lla.xby.  A clean  and  bold  impression  on  bright  white 
paper  By  Bald.  Gousland  A Co.  Philadelphia.  Black  and  white  with 
no  olor  protector. 


61  Indiana,  Syracuse.  The  Bank  of  Syracuse.  S5.  Late  1850s.  In- 
dia paper  Proof.  H-IN630,  G4.  Uncirculated,  but  a minor  inter- 
nal split  is  noted  from  one  of  the  cancellation  holes.  Beautiful  vi- 
gnettes and  with  the  imprint  of  Baldwin,  Adams  & Co.  New  York. 
Black  and  white  with  no  color  protector. 


62  Kentucky,  Russellville.  The  Southern  Bank  ofKentucky.  SIO. 
Late  1850s.  India  paper  Proof.  H-KY285,  Design  lOBa.  Choice 
Uncirculated.  A bold  impression  with  imprints  of  both  Bald, 
Cousland  & Co.  Philadelphia,  and  Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland  New 
York.  Red  TEN  protector  at  bottom.  Narrowly  margined  at  the 
right  end. 


63  Maine,  Portland.  The  Atlantic  Bank.  $500.  Late  1850s.  India 
paper  Proof  on  card.  H-ME426,  G36b.  Gem  Uncirculated. 
From  the  1990  ABNCo  archive  sale.  A stunning  note  with  full  or- 
ange tint,  an  outlined  white  protector  “D”  at  center,  and  wonderful 
vignettes.  A truly  superb  Gem  Proof  note  of  high  denomination. 
Imprint  ot  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

64  Missouri,  Lexington.  The  Farmers  Bank  of  Missouri.  SIO.  Late 
1850s.  India  paper  Proof.  H-M015,  Design  lOAa.  Gem  Uncircu- 
lated. A bold  and  very  attractive  Proof  with  full  red  tint.  Nicely 
vignetted  and  with  the  imprint  of  Bald,  Cousland  A Co. 
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65  Newjersey,  Camden.  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank.  $1. 
Late  1850s.  India  paper  Proof.  H-NJ6(),  G2h.  Choice  Uncircu- 
lated. A lovely  Proof  with  full  red  tint  and  outlined  white  protector 
ONE  at  center.  Well  designed  with  nice  vignettes.  Front  the  ABNCo 
archive  sale.  Imprint  of  Bald,  Cousland  & Co. 

66  Newjersey,  Freehold.  The  Freehold  Banking  Co.  $5.  Late  185()s. 
India  paper  Proof  H-NJ155,  G8.  Very  Choice  Uncirculated.  A spec- 
tacular full  width  vignette  of  American  fimily  life  on  the  ftrm,  tend- 
ing to  animals,  and  picking  crops.  A delightful  composition  with 
the  imprints  of  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  and  Baldwin,  Bald  & 
Cousland.  From  the  ABNCo  archive  sale. 

67  New  Jersey.  Morristown.  Pair  of  notes  from  the  Morris  County 
Bank.  Late  1850s.  Unissued  remainders.  Both  graded  Choice  Un- 
circulated: □ S2.  H-NJ315,  G16e  □ S3.  F-NJ315,  G26e.  Both  with 
light  green  tint,  large  red  “A”  toward  the  left  end  of  the  face,  and  the 
monogram  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


68  Newjersey,  Orange.  The  Orange  Bank.  $1.  Late  1850s.  H- 
NJ405,  G4a.  VF,  with  a small  hole  at  the  upper  right,  and  punch 
cancellations  at  the  signature  lines.  A remainder  note  on  bank  note 
paper  with  full  orange  tint. 


69  Newjersey,  Phillipsburgh.  The  Phillipshurgh  Bank.  $1.  1857. 
H-NJ455,  G2a.  Fine,  but  stamped  CANCELLED  on  the  face, 
and  punch  canceled  PAID  6-10-02.  A rare  issue  bearing  the  im- 
print of  Danforth,  Wright  & Co.  with  full  red  tint. 


70  New  York,  Catskill.  The  Catskill  Bank.  $1.  April  4,  1818. 
H-NY590,  G28.  Proof,  on  laid  paper.  Choice  Uncirculated,  but 
with  some  light  handling  marks.  A rare  Proof  by  Abner  Reed,  and 
highly  desirable. 


71  New  York,  New  York.  The  East  River  Bank.  S5.  Late  1850s. 
H-NY1570,  G16.  India  paper  Proof  Choice  Uncirculated.  A bold 
and  quite  pleasing  impression  with  full  orange  tint,  and  outlined 
white  protector.  The  central  vignette  is  Agriculture  and  Industry  as 
two  females  seated  together.  A couple  of  short  edge  splits  are  noted. 
Imprint  ofBald,  Cousland  & Co. 


72  New  York,  Troy,  The  Central  Bank  of  Troy.  $5.  March  1, 
1859.  FI-NY2685,  Design-1 2a,  but  unlisted  with  this  engraved 
date.  India  paper  Proof.  Choice  Uncirculated.  A delightful  note, 
nicely  vignetted  and  with  full  green  tint.  A white  FIVE  protector  is 
outlined  at  the  center.  Imprint  ofBald,  Cousland  & Co.,  as  weU  as 
the  American  Bank  Note  Company  monogram  at  the  left  end. 


73  Ohio,  Delaware.  The  Bank  of  Delaware.  $5.  Late  1850s.  H- 
OH201,  G6b.  India  paper  Proof.  Uncirculated,  with  minor 
mounting  marks  at  the  back  corners.  A superb  Proof,  boldly  impressed 
with  green  FIVE  protector,  and  frame.  At  the  center  is  featured  the 
rarely  seen  \ignette,  “Civilization,”  a super  engraving  by  the  firm 
Rawdon.  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  that  only  appears  on  a few  rare 
issues  from  Ohio,  Kentucky'  and  Iowa.  The  map  at  the  center  ot  the 
engraving  is  the  state  of  Ohio.  Also  included  is  a Proofimpression  on 
card  of  the  central  vignette.  A beautiful  and  rare  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

74  Pair  of  German  language  Pennsylvania  obsolete  notes:  □ 
Northampton.  The  Northampton  Bank.  S5.  1836, 1 1-PA37(),  G60. 
Fine.  Moonlight  meeting  in  forest  at  center  □ Philadelphia.  The 
Western  Bank  of  PhiLadelphia.  S5.  Late  183(ls,.  H-PA51II.  G4b. 
Choiced  VF,  but  unissued  and  punched  CANCELED  at  tlie  signa- 
ture lines,  William  Tell  at  top.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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IViinsvlvanu,  1’hilai.klphia.  The  Commonwealth  Hank.  SIO.  Late 
lS5iK.  H-FA41(i,  GHia.  India  paper  Froof.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A 
sharp  note  with  full  light  orange  tint  and  outlined  white  TEN  pro- 
tector at  center.  The  central  vignette  is  Agriculture  and  Industry  as 
two  temales  seated  together.  Imprint  of  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  Slight 
bleed  through  ot  the  ABNCo  stamp  on  the  back. 


76  Tennessee,  Dandridge.  Bank  of  Jefferson.  S5.  June  2,  1856. 
H-TN40,  G2a.  India  paper  Proof.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Nicely 
embossed  with  red  FIVE  protector  at  center.  Imprints  of  Bald, 
Cousland  & Co,  and  Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland. 

77  Tennessee,  Memphis.  The  Commercial  Bank.  S 10.  January  1, 1863. 
H-TN95,  G12a.  VF.  A pleasing  fully  issued  note  with  full  red  tint. 
A dramatic  eagle  at  center,  with  ladies’  portraits  at  the  lower  left  and 
right.  A little  aged,  but  still  sharp. 

78  Tennessee,  Unaka.  Fair  of  scrip  notes  from  the  Unaka  Furnace  Store. 
August  1,  1873:  □ 10c.  Indian  chief  at  the  upper  left.  Fine  □ 50e. 
Girl  at  lett.  VG,  soiled.  Both  with  green  backs.  A scarce  pair  of  scrip 
notes.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

79  Fair  of  obsolete  notes:  □ Newjersey,  Plainfield.  The  Union  County 
Bank.  S3.  September  12,  1859.  H-NJ465,  G6a.  AU.  An  unissued 
remainder  with  "Union"  at  upper  right  □ North  Carolina,  Wash- 
ington. The  Bank  of  Washington.  S3.  Late  1850s.  H-NC85,  G4a. 
Uncirculated.  Working  men  at  upper  left,  Washington  portrait  at 
lower  right.  Bold  red  protector.  An  attractive  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

CONFEDERATE  CURRENCY 


80  Nice  group  of  currency  issues  from  the  Confederate  States: 
-J  1861.  SlO.  tTiswell  T-30.  "Sweet  Potato  Dinner.”  Fine  J 1862. 
SI'"!.  T-3‘f  Straight  steam.  AU,  but  handling  marks  J 1863.  S5.  T- 
i<‘  > VF.  but  ItHiks  nicer  from  face  J 1864.  S50().  T-64.  VF  or  so  -J 
|:-i.,4  T-t)5.  VF  to  EF  J 1864.  S50.  T-66.  Choice  AU,  but 

irn  - staining  J 1864.  S20.  T-67.  VF,  but  miscut  _l  1864.  SIO.  T- 
1.  AU  J 1M(.4  S5  T-69.  EF  J 1864.  S2.  T-7(i.  AU.  but  handling 
; irks  .It  -nd  J lMf)4,  SI.  T-71.  (Ihoue  AU.  wth  deep  color  and 
g.-  ft  irgi-  . J Nif4  5nc  T-72.  Choice  Uncirculated.  A niceCSA 
; c T it.il  L’piei  f.: 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1862  $1  Legal 
Friedberg-16 


81  $1.  F-16.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of 1862.  Serial:  664.  Choice 

Uncirculated,  but  nearly  worthy  of  the  Gem  grade  save  for  the 
most  minor  signs  of  handling.  The  centering  is  al.so  a little  high  on 
the  face  and  though  the  top  margin  is  tight,  it  does  not  interfere 
with  the  outermost  design  border.  A boldly  printed  note  with  su- 
perb color  and  freshness  that  is  certain  to  please.  Last  offered  pub- 
licly in  a 1977  Dean  Oakes  fixed  price  list  and  off  the  market  since 
that  time. 


Another  Choice  Uncirculated  1862  $1 


82  SI.  F-16.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  72451. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Good  color,  good  centering  and  nice  .les- 
thetic  quality.  The  tight  design  borders  of  the  face  design  do  not 
allow  for  much  in  the  way  of  errant  centering  on  this  issue,  but  on 
this  particular  example,  the  borderlines  are  about  7(1'  ,.  intact.  .\  verv 
pleasing  example  of  this  early  Legal  Tender  issue. 
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$1.  F-16.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  72127.  AU. 

It  is  doubtful  if  this  note  ever  actually  saw  circulation,  but  slight 
handling  marks  including  a large  corner  fold  and  a tiny  nick  in  the 
left  end  edge  account  for  the  grade.  Good  color  and  sharpness  re- 
mains, and  though  the  centering  is  a little  off  as  expected,  the  design 
borders  of  the  face  are  complete. 


84  $1.  F-18.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of 1869.  Serial:  V2863772. 

Uncirculated,  but  with  the  left  end  trimmed  to  the  design  border 
leaving  the  note  noticeably  shorter.  However,  the  paper  quality  and 
color  remain  good. 


87  $1.  F-26.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1875.  Serial:  K4467881. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Another  great  1875  ace,  also  with  center- 
ing just  a little  too  far  off  for  the  Gem  category.  The  color  and  fresh- 
ness are  very  bold,  and  the  margins  are  quite  broad,  if  uneven. 


88  $1.  F-27.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1878.  Serial:  A5959959. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Very  minor  dampness  ripples  are  noted  at 
the  center,  and  the  centering  is  slightly  imperfect.  Otherwise  the 
note  is  essentially  problem  free  and  very  sharp.  Good  paper  fresh- 
ness and  bold  ink  color  add  appeal. 


85  $1.  F-19.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1874.  Serial:  E8347117. 

Uncirculated.  Superb  aesthetic  quality  for  the  grade,  as  this  is  a 
significantly  finer  note  that  has  seen  some  light  trimming  ot  the 
ends  thus  the  lower  assigned  grade.  Otherwise,  the  paper  quality, 
centering  and  color  are  those  of  a Choice  Uncirculated  or  finer  note. 
Imperfect,  but  bold  and  attractive. 


86  $1.  F-26.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1875.  Serial:  K4467807. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  The  centering  is  slightly  oft,  but  the  mar- 
gins are  comfortably  broad  and  the  ink  colors  are  sharp.  A lovely 
note. 


89  $1.  F-28.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  Z4908259. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Nearly  Gem  save  for  the  centering  being 
quite  uneven.  Still,  the  design  borders  are  complete  all  around  and 
the  color  is  sharp. 


90  $1.  F-29.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  Z24650046. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Excellent  color  and  freshness  with  bold  ink 
color  and  clean  paper.  The  left  end  of  the  face  is  a little  tight,  though 
the  remaining  borders  are  broad  and  even  on  both  sides.  An  excel- 
lent example  for  type. 
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91  SI.  F-31.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  A2290708. 
Uncirculated.  Signiticantly  finer  upon  first  inspection,  though  the 
lower  right  corner  seems  to  have  met  with  expert  repair.  Only  vis- 
ible upon  close  inspection,  otherwise  the  note  offers  excellent  color 
and  centering. 


92  SI.  F-34.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  A3556728. 
Gem  Uncirculated.  Great  paper  freshness  and  bold  color  strike 
the  eye  immediately.  Boardwalk  margins  add  to  the  appeal.  A beau- 
tiful note  worthy  of  a fine  collection. 

hrom  Abe  Kosoirs  sale  of  October  1951  including  selections  from  the 
F.C.C.  Boyd  Collection,  Lot  130  (as  part  of  a cut  sheet). 


93  SI.  F-34.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  A3655995. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Nice  color  and  freshness.  The  centering  is 
a little  tight  at  the  upper  left,  and  traces  of  light  handling  are  noted. 

94  Grouping  ofSl  Legal  Tender  notes.  Series  of  1917:  J F-36.  Aver- 
.ige  VF  (3)  J F-37.  Choice  EF  J F-37.  Average  VF  (7)  _1  F-39. 
Choice  AU  (2)  □ F-39.  EF  J F-39.  Choice  VF  (2).  (Total:  16  pieces) 

9.S  SI.  F-.17.  Leg.il  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Serial:  H4412195.S.  Gem 
Uncirculated.  A bold  type  note  with  sharp  color  and  good  center- 
ing. 


Inverted  Signatures  1917  $1  Legal 


96  SI.  F-37a.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Inverted  Signa- 
tures Burke-Elliott.  Serial:  H13592811.  Gem  Uncirculated. 

A superb  example  of  this  popular  plate  error.  The  ink  color  is  bold, 
and  contrasts  nicely  with  the  fresh  white  paper.  As  the  centering  is 
nearly  perfect,  there  is  little  else  one  could  ask  for.  A new  example 
to  the  census,  and  likely  off  the  market  for  two  decades. 

97  Foursome  of  Legal  Tender  notes:  -I  SI.  F-39.  Series  of  1917.  Seri- 
als: M887()()830A  and  T13()45124A.  Both  Choice  Uncirculated. 
Both  bright  with  good  color  □ SI.  F-40.  Series  of  1923.  Serial: 
A142()8984B.  AU.  Nice  color  and  some  original  embossing  noted 
J S2.  F-6().  Series  of  1917.  Serial:  D.5()]()2613A.  Choice  AU.  Qual- 
ity ot  a solid  Choice  Uncirculated  note  but  for  a center  crease. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

98  SI.  F-4().  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1923.  Serial:  A74988418B. 
Uncirculated.  Good  color  and  centering  are  readily  apparent,  how- 
ever, signs  of  handling  are  noted  and  the  paper  is  rippled  from 
dampness. 

Gorgeous  1862  $2  Legal 


F-41.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  44175. 
Choice  Uncirculated,  with  the  first  appe.ir.ince  ot  a sharp  slv'in 
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note.  The  centering  is  quite  good,  and  though  the  thin  outermost 
design  border  is  missing  from  the  bottom  edge  of  the  face,  tliere  is  a 
comfortable,  even  margin  around  the  primary  border.  The  color  is 
superb,  and  the  paper  is  as  fresh  as  is  ever  seen  on  this  issue.  Careful 
study  will  reveal  a taint  age  spot  near  the  bottom  edge,  most  notice- 
able on  the  back,  but  this  is  a trivial  artifact  of  age  and  though  taken 
into  consideration  in  grading,  it  is  of  little  consequence.  A slight 
internal  fold  is  noted  as  well  at  the  lower  left  corner  relative  to  the 
face.  Caused  by  handling  in  the  pa.st,  this  does  not  extend  to  the 
edges  of  the  note  and  is  also  a minor  distraction. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1862  $2  Legal 


100  $2.  F-41.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  31049. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Bright  and  crisp  with  bold  color  and  fresh 
paper.  A faint  counting  mark  is  noted  at  the  right  end  and  stands  as 
the  only  distraction.  The  face  margins  are  tight  as  expected  for  the 
issue,  but  the  design  borders  are  complete  all  around.  The  back  is 
well  centered  with  broad  margins  on  all  sides.  A very  attractive  ex- 
ample of  this  early  greenback.  Long  off  the  market  and  new  to  the 
census. 


Another  Uncirculated  1862  $2 


101  $2.  F-41.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  36586. 

Uncirculated.  Rather  finer  looking  but  downgraded  a bit  due  to  a 
pair  of  short  edge  tears  that  extend  just  to  the  outer  design  border- 
line. Minor  distractions  on  an  otherwise  superb  note  with  full  original 
color  and  freshness.  Centering  as  perfect  as  is  found  on  this  issue, 
with  all  borders  full  and  even.  A great  looking  note  for  the  grade. 
New  to  the  census. 


Attractive  1862  $2  Legal 

With  Vignette 


102  $2.  F-41.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  65661.  EF. 

A delightful  example  of  the  grade  with  lovely  color  and  bright  pa- 
per. A trivial  foxing  spot  is  noted  at  one  corner  tip,  but  this  is  ot  little 
consequence.  Respectably  centered  for  the  issue  with  good  margins 
all  around.  Cenerally,  a lovely  note. 

Also  included  is  a separate  impression  of  the  Alexander  Hamilton 
vignette  that  appears  on  the  face  of  this  note.  The  impression  is 
backed  on  a card  measuring  approximately  3. .5  inches  on  each  side. 
Though  a corner  of  the  card  was  once  creased,  the  impression  is 
unaffected  and  remains  very  sharp.  Magnified  inspection  ot  the 
impression  reveals  sevenil  fine  green  ink  lines  under  the  black  printed 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 
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vi^iictte,  siinibr  to  those  one  would  find  on  a S5()  Legal  Tender  of 
the  same  series.  The  present  impression  appears  to  have  been  laid 
down  on  another  piece  of  paper,  cut  out,  and  affixed  to  the  card. 
While  the  impression  seems  too  rich  and  fresh  to  have  been  used  on 
an  actual  banknote,  it  might  well  have  been  cut  from  a Proof  im- 
pression. It  IS  doubtful  it  this  mystery  will  be  solved  with  certaintv’, 
but  either  way  the  vignette  is  a desirable  item  associated  with  this 
early  Legal  Tender  issue. 


Lovely  1869  S2  Legal 


105  S2.  F-51.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  ofl880.  Serial:  Z11106455. 

Gem  Uncirculated.  Well  centered  with  good  margins  .ill  around, 
though  slightly  uneven  on  the  face.  Bold  color  on  bright  fresh 
banknote  paper  with  several  blue  silk  fibers  in  the  paper.  Fewer  than 
100  examples  are  reported  with  this  note  being  an  addition.  Quite 
lovely  and  worthy  of  a fine  collection. 


106  $2.  F-56.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  A3573471. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  A delightful  note  with  sharp  ink  color  and 
bright  clean  paper.  Very  nicely  centered  with  broad  even  margins  all 
around.  A quality  example. 


103  S2.  F-42.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1869.  Serial:  U5059796. 

Very  Choice  EF.  Superb  color  and  centering  on  the  face,  with 
broad  even  margins  all  around.  The  back  is  a little  low,  but  all  of  the 
design  elements  are  complete.  Aside  from  the  centering  and  a couple 
of  light  creases,  there  are  no  visual  imperfections  worthy  of  note.  A 
popular  and  very  beautiful  t\-pe. 


104  S2.  F-44.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1875.  Serial:  B3133963. 

Very  Choice  AU.  A note  that  passed  as  Gem  years  ago,  though 
close  inspection  reveals  a light  central  fold.  Beyond  this  detail  and  a 
tiny  pinhole  however,  the  note  is  as  bright  and  fresh  as  one  could 
ask  for.  Superb  color  and  exceptional  eye  appeal.  A scarcer  Friedberg 
number  with  scarcely  more  than  50  examples  reported,  not  includ- 
ing this  one  which  will  be  an  addition. 


107  S2.  F-6().  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Serial:  E14165129A. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Bright,  fresh,  and  very  attractive  though  the 
centering  is  a little  off 

108  S2.  F-6().  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Serial:  D63952740A. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Good  color  and  freshness,  though  some  light 
handling  marks  are  noted. 


109  $5.  F-61a.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  Serial:  1710. 

Choice  AU.  The  signatures  have  a slightly  faded  appearance.  How- 
ever, this  anomaly  does  not  affect  the  remainder  of  the  note  as  the 
colors  are  bold  and  bright,  the  paper  is  fresh  and  clean,  and  overall  the 
note  has  an  exceptional  appearance.  couple  of  corner  folds  are  notixl 
Though  the  centering  is  a bit  otl  and  the  top  cilge  is  unewnlv  trimmed, 
all  borders  are  complete.  Another  new  note  to  the  census 
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Uncirculated  1869  “Rainbow”  $5  Legal 


110  S5.  F-64.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1869.  Serial:  K9475472. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  As  few  issues  of  U.S.  Currency  look  finer 
in  high  grade  than  do  the  “rainbow”  notes  of  1869,  the  visual  appeal 
of  the  present  example  is  superb.  Though  the  centering  is  off  and  as 
a result  the  top  margin  is  narrow,  the  color  is  excellent  and  the  note 
offers  much  in  the  way  of  overall  freshness.  A highly  attractive  ex- 
ample that  will  be  an  addition  to  the  census. 

Another  Uncirculated  1869  $5  Legal 


111  $5.  F-64.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1869.  Serial:  K3920000. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Nicely  centered  on  the  face,  while  the  back 
is  a little  off  The  bold  color  and  excellent  aesthetic  quality  more 
than  make  up  for  the  centering,  and  aside  from  a couple  of  light 
handling  marks  there  are  no  additional  distractions.  Another  lovely 
“rainbow”  S5. 


Gem  1875  $5  Legal  Tender 


112  S5.  F-68.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1875.  Serial:  B6853473. 

Gem  Uncirculated.  Very  well  centered  with  wide,  nearly  even 
margins  on  both  sides.  The  paper  is  fresh  and  the  rich  rose  Treasury 
seal  and  ornament  are  boldly  applied.  A superb  pioneer  family  S5, 
represented  on  the  census  by  fewer  than  100  notes. 


Another  Gem  1875  $5 


113  $5.  F-68.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1875.  Serial:  B6687886. 

Gem  Uncirculated.  The  centering  is  slightly  off  but  all  margins  are 
comfortably  broad.  Well  printed  with  sharp  color  and  pleasing  aes- 
thetic quality.  Off  the  market  for  over  20  years  and  new  to  the  census. 


ameilic:an  numismatic  railities 
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1 14  S5.  F-71.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial:  Z8177353. 
Uncirculated.  First  appearance  of  a full  Gem  note,  but  close  in- 
^peetlon  reveals  a couple  ol  tiny  edge  nicks.  Otherwise  a very  color- 
tiil  and  clean  note  with  e.xcellent  centering  and  appeal.  A little  scarcer 
varietv'  with  tewer  than  75  notes  on  the  census. 

115  S5.  F-91.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1907.  Serial:  K4()928516. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Superb  color  and  bright  fresh  paper,  aside  from 
a few  light  ripples  in  the  paper  at  the  center  of  the  note.  Near  perfect 
centering  and  very  attractive.  A delightful  type  note. 

116  S5.  F-91.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1907.  Serial:  K71()16835. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Poorly  centered  on  the  face,  with  the  top 
margin  runmngjust  tangent  to  the  design  border  at  the  upper  right. 
Otherwise,  every  bit  as  nice  as  the  next  Gem  note  with  full  color, 
bright  clean  paper,  and  original  embossing  remaining  visible. 

117  S5.  F-91.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1907.  Serial:  M38508289. 
AU.  Good  color  and  margins.  Lightly  folded  once  vertically  and 
horizontally,  commensurate  with  the  grade. 


Choice  Uncirculated  “Rainbow”  1869  SIO 


H4265920* 


di llla-shmaSm,  3?^^ 

H4265920*  - 


18  $10.  F-96.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1869.  Serial: 

H4265920.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Excellent  centering  on  the  face 
with  brii.id  even  margins  on  all  sides.  The  dvmamic  colors  of  the 
issue  are  all  vnvid,  and  the  note  is  well  printed.  The  back  is  bold 
sir  en  .ig.nnst  clean  white  paper,  though  < entered  a trifle  low.  Some- 
u ■ f ripp  -d  at  the  ■ enter  from  past  dampness,  but  still  a lovely  high- 
■ ip  ■f  the  type. 


Impressive  1880  SIO  Legal  Tender 

Friedberg-102 


119  SIO.  F-102.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial: 
Z6029505.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A gorgeous,  well  printed  note 
with  good  embossing  visible  on  the  back.  Vivid  ink  colors  on  both 
sides  in  concert  with  the  fresh  paper  create  an  impressive  visual  dis- 
play. Nicely  centered  and  well  margined  on  both  sides.  New  to  the 
census,  bringing  the  number  of  reported  notes  to  just  80. 


Another  High-Grade  1880  $10 

Friedberg-103 


120  SIO.  F-103.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of 1880.  Serial:  A289304. 
Gem  Uncirculated.  Centered  a little  high,  hut  with  even,  com- 
plete margins.  Sharply  printed  with  good  embossing  and  bold  color. 
Fresh,  bright,  and  pleasing  as  can  be.  Another  new  addition  to  the 
census,  bringing  the  number  known  of  the  varieU’  to  81  pieces,  not 
nearly  enough  to  go  around. 
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A Third  Superb  1880  $10 
Friedberg-107 


121  SIO.  F-107.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial: 
A8209857.  Gem  Uncirculated.  The  centering  is  a little  imper- 
fect. but  the  margins  are  broad  all  around.  The  paper  is  very  fresh 
and  bright,  as  are  the  ink  colors  on  both  sides.  A delightful  “jackass 
note,”  so  called  because  the  small  eagle  vignette,  when  viewed  up- 
side down,  appears  as  the  head  of  a donkey  facing  right. 

A Fourth  Exceptional  1880  $10 

Friedberg-111 


122  $10.  F-111.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial: 

A17656465.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Boldly  printed  with  deep  ink 
colors  nicely  contrasting  with  the  clean  paper.  Bright,  fresh,  and 
offering  good  centering  and  margins.  A slight  paper  wrinkle  is  noted, 
apparently  as  printed. 


Popular  1901  Bison  $10 


123  $10.  F-122.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1901.  Serial: 

E57211188.  Choice  AU.  Though  this  note  traded  in  the  past  as 
Gem  New,  close  examination  reveals  a light  centerfold.  Other- 
wise, the  note  is  every  bit  as  nice  as  one  would  expect  from  the 
earlier  description.  Centered  slightly  low,  but  with  complete  mar- 
gins and  excellent  eye  appeal.  An  exceptionally  fine  looking  note 
for  the  grade  assigned. 


124  $10.  F-122.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1901.  Serial: 
E45064270.  VF,  but  with  some  staining  and  light  discoloration  in 
places.  Still  a worthwhile  example  of  this  popular  type  with  sharp 
ink  color. 

125  $10.  F-123.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1923.  Serial:  A561864B. 
Choice  VG,  Moderate  wear  and  discoloration  as  expected  for  the 
grade,  but  good  body  remains  and  there  are  no  defects  worthy  of 
note. 
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Gem  1880  S20  Legal  Tender 
Fricdberg-142 


126  S20.  F-142.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial: 

A1 1904135.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Exceptionally  clean  and  bright 
with  bold  ink  color  against  fresh  white  paper.  Though  slightly  high 
on  the  face,  the  centering  is  quite  good  with  most  of  the  margins 
even  and  broad.  A beautiful  composition,  and  nicely  executed  on 
this  note.  Fewer  than  100  examples  appear  on  the  census. 


Another  Gem  1880  $20 


Friedberg-147 


127  S20.  F-147.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Serial: 

A4979833A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A second  high-grade  Jefferson 
S2ii  with  a dirterent  signature  combination.  Superb  color  remains 
in  the  ink.  while  the  paper  is  bright  and  clean.  Well  margined  and 
jttr.i-  tive  overall. 


Extremely  Rare  National  Customs  Note  Essay 

Face  Design 


128  S50.  Hessler-/1499K.  F-Type  Unlisted.  National  Customs 

Note  Essay.  Act  ofMarch  3,  1863.  Plate  D.  Uncirculated,  with 
a slight  stain  near  the  bottom  edge,  mostly  hidden  by  the  TREA- 
SURY NOTE  frame.  Margins  tight,  but  not  affecting  the  design 
features.  Imprint  of  American  Bank  Note  Company,  New  York  at 
upper  right.  One  oblong  cancellation  punch  through  each  of  the 
two  engraved  signatures  of  the  Treasury  officials.  No  SPECIMEN 
stamp,  such  as  is  found  on  some  other  examples.  The  basic  face  de- 
sign-vignettes, layout,  and  ornaments-is  that  shared  by  the  Com- 
pound Interest  Treasury  Notes  (F-192)  and  Interest  Bearing  Notes 
(F-198)  of  the  same  denomination,  though  each  has  minor  differ- 
ences. The  present  piece  bears  a large  gold  overprint  NATIONAL 
CUSTOMS  NOTE,  in  two  lines,  identifying  its  intended  use. 

An  extremely  rare  essay  of  a considered  type  authorized  by  the 
Act  ot  March  3,  1863,  that  was  never  adopted.  Though  only  two 
examples  were  known  to  Gene  Hessler  when  he  wrote  his  refer- 
ence, U.S.  Essay,  ProoJ  ami  Specimen  Sates,  today,  study  of  the  plate 
positions  of  known  examples  suggests  that  there  were  probably  at 
least  three  four-subject  sheets  printed  originally.  Fewer  than  10  notes 
are  currently  accounted  for  from  at  least  three  different  plate  posi- 
tions and  various  cancellations  and  an  occasional  SPECIMEN  im- 
print as  noted  above.  An  important  artifact  of  U.S.  Treasury  history 
at  the  time  ot  the  U.S.  Civil  War,  when  the  strained  financial  cir- 
cumstances ot  the  nation  gave  rise  to  creative  means  to  assist  in  t1- 
nancing  the  war,  including  the  development  of  the  Demand  Notes 
ot  1861,  the  first  tederal  “greenbacks,”  and  the  various  issues  of  In- 
terest Bearing  Notes,  among  others,  A highly  important  offering  of 
a type  that,  considering  its  place  in  the  history  of  United  States  pa- 
per money,  is  presently  quite  undervalued  in  the  opinion  of  this 
cataloguer.  An  opportunity  for  the  advanced  collector. 

From  Stack 's  Sale  aj  May  200.1,  Lot  689;  earlier  From  Stack 's  Ameri- 
cana Sale,  January  2000,  Lot  104.1. 


129  SI.  F-216.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886.  Serial:  B18635482. 
About  EF.  A very  nice  mid  range  collector  grade  note  witli  tlm-e 
or  tour  creases  immediately  apparent.  However,  aside  from  addi- 
tional minor  aging  from  handling  over  the  vears.  the  lune  rs't.iins 
much  integrirv.  I )eeeiitly  centered,  with  complete  margin^ 
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130  SI.  F-218.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of 1886.  Serial:  B40317508. 
Uncirculated.  A very  attractive  fancy  back  type  from  the  first  se- 
ries of  the  Martha  Washington  design  type.  Tightly  margined  across 
the  top  with  the  edge  rather  erratically  trimmed.  However,  the  de- 
sign elements  remain  complete,  and  the  color  is  quite  nice. 


131  $1.  F-223.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1891.  Serial:  E51438660. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Very  bright  and  fresh  with  sharp  ink  color 
and  nice  eye  appeal.  Though  the  centering  is  a bit  imperfect,  the 
margins  are  all  comfortably  broad.  A light  green  smudge  visible  at 
the  lower  right  corner  of  the  back  appears  to  be  from  the  time  of 
printing. 


132  SI.  F-224.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896.  Serial:  24855966. 
Uncirculated.  A lovely  example  of  this  very  popular  “educational” 
ace.  Both  sides  offer  excellent  presentations  of  this  dramatic  design, 
with  good  color,  even  centering,  and  even  margins  on  all  sides.  Some 


very  light  areas  of  aging  are  noted  around  the  periphery,  but  these 
are  mostly  confined  to  the  back.  Aside  from  a single  pinhole  at  the 
center,  a conimon  artifact  on  notes  of  the  period,  the  note  is  free  of 
visible  distractions. 

133  Set  of  1896  “Educational”  Silver  Certificates:  J SI.  F-225. 
Choice  Fine  □ S2.  F-248.  Fine,  but  with  a corner  tip  off  J S5.  F- 
268.  Choice  VG.  Worn  but  intact.  A worthwhile  threesome  in- 
cluding an  example  of  each  denomination  issued  in  this  popular  se- 
ries. (Total:  3 pieces) 


134  $1.  F-226.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Serial:  41091. 
Gem  Uncirculated.  An  exceptionally  bold  black  eagle  note,  with 
superb  freshness  to  the  white  paper  and  vibrant  ink  colors  on  both 
sides.  Well  centered  and  beautifully  margined,  with  full  boardwalk 
borders  on  the  back.  Sharp  embossing  of  the  serial  numbers  adds  to 
the  appeal.  A note  that  would  be  difficult  to  improve  upon  even  by 
the  most  discriminating  of  collectors. 

135  SI.  F-228.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Serial:  N87()64468, 
Very  Choice  Uncirculated.  Nicely  printed  strong  embossing  and 
bold  color.  Well  centered  and  very  choice. 

136  SI.  F-233.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Serial:  F)31178513A. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Good  color,  well  embossed,  nicely  centered 
and  well  margined.  A very  pleasing  example. 

137  Selection  ofBlack  Eagle  SI  Silver  Certificates.  Series  of  1899.  All 
grade  average  VF,  except  where  otherwise  noted:  □ F-233  (2)  □ F- 
235  (3).  One  graded  AU,  but  with  a staple  puncture  □ F-236  (3). 
All  pleasing  notes  for  the  assigned  grade.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

138  Consecutive  trio  of  SI  Silver  Certificates.  F-237.  Series  of  1923. 
Serials:  V89463628D  through  V89463630D.  All  Choice  Uncircu- 
lated, or  better.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

139  Silver  Certificate  threesome.  Series  of  1923:  □ $1.  F-237.  Choice 
Uncirculated  □ $1.  F-237,  Choice  Uncirculated  □ $1.  F-238.  Gem 
Uncirculated.  All  with  excellent  color  and  freshness.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Beautiful  1886  Fancy  Back  S2 


140  S2.  F-242.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886.  Serial:  B13055168. 

Uncirculated.  Actually  far  finer  upon  first  look,  but  a wide  corner 
fold  is  visible  upon  close  inspection.  Otherwise,  this  note  is  as  fresh 
lookini;  and  bright  as  they  come,  and  offers  good  centering  and  ex- 
cellent margins.  A gorgeous  Clem  note  with  a corner  fold  pretty 
much  savs  it  all. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1886  S5  Silver 


143  S5.  F-263.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886.  Serial: 

B28580446.  Choice  Uncirculated,  with  bold  color,  excellent 
freshness  and  nearly  perfect  centering  making  strong  claims  to  the 
(Jem  grade,  but  some  light  handling  marks  are  noted  at  the  corner. 
A superb  note  for  technical  quality  as  well  as  aesthetic  appeal,  and 
worthy  of  placement  in  a truly  fine  collection. 


141  S2.F-251  Silver  Certificate.  Scries  of  1899.  Serial:  049060993. 

Choice  Uncirculated,  but  with  the  top  edge  unevenly  trimmed. 
Still,  all  margins  are  quite  broad  and  the  centering  is  quite  excellent. 
( ireat  color,  freshness,  and  visible  embossing  of  the  serial  number 
all  add  to  the  appeal. 


142 


D47023065: 


S2.  F-251.  Silver  Certificate.  Scries  of  1899.  Serial: 
1)4702306.3.  Uncirculated,  but  with  the  top  edge  trimmed  in 
Nil  eh.  . entered,  with  good  e.ilor  remaining. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1896  Educational  $5 


144  S5.  F-270.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896.  Serial:  32125946. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  A truly  delightful  high-grade  example  of  this 
highly  prized  issue.  One  is  immediately  struck  by  the  bold  freshnesv 
of  the  note.  Well  printed,  with  vibrant  color  in  the  red  Treasury  seal 
and  deep  blue  serial  numbers.  Nicely  margined  all  around  though  the 
face  is  shitted  slightly  right  from  center  and  correspondingly  the  back 
is  slightly  left.  Regardless,  the  note  is  visu.illy  striking  and  a sihxtIs 
example  of  this  highest  issued  denomination  of  the  "Fducation,il" 
series.  Last  publicly  offered  in  1 977  and  ofVthe  market  sim  e that  time 
riiougli  (inly  till-  SI,  S2,  .iiul  SS  Silver  txTtitii.itcs  ot  the  Soru-s  ol  IS'C- , • 

osv  .'in iil.itinn.  the  pl.inntn(;  slip's  lor  the  series  iiuludoil  SU',  s’o  SsC'  S'  ■ 
SSoil.  .mil  SlniH  1 lieiioiiiin.ilions  I oil.is.  es.iiiii'les  ol  ilu  pn'ps'M  sI  ,!>  -i,;iis  r- 
S |o  jiiil  S'l  I note,  .irt  kium  ii  to  esisi,  pniii.iriK  in  llu  i o'.  I oil, . ooi  H n > 
W It.ls  . (r  , .IS  lllllslr.lli'il  111  / -V  / f.m)  II  IU<-  /.  Mn  . o-  S;  | . I,  . 

ir;  kni-sii  lo  lus.  Ivii  .iil’inittnl  lot  ..in-,  ol  i!..  .i;l-'  i-  ■■  "i- . • ■ ■ . 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1899  $5  Silver 


145  $5.  F-272.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of 1899.  Serial:  B3749770. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  An  exceptional  example  aside  from  light 
counting  marks  which  are  scarcely  visible  unless  under  close  scru- 
tiny. Great  color  and  freshness  with  noteworthy  embossing  visible 
on  the  back  and  near  perfect  centering. 


146  $5.  F-279.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Serial: 

M90752241.  Choice  AU.  Particularly  fine  eye  appeal  for  the  grade, 
as  the  ink  colors  arc  very  deep  and  the  paper  fresh  and  clean.  Well 
margined  with  traces  of  embossing  noted.  However,  a single  central 
fold  is  detected  upon  close  inspection,  accounting  for  the  grade. 


147  $5.  F-281.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Serial: 

N352070()2.  Choice  EF.  A very  pleasing,  lightly  circulated  note 
for  the  collector  of  more  modest  means.  Good  color  and  nice  eye 


appeal  overall.  Always  a popular  note  in  any  grade,  and  at  this  grade 
level,  highly  sought  after. 


148  $5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Serial: 

A3536507B.  AU.  Cut  from  the  original  sheet  somewhat  crook- 
edly, with  the  face  margins  tight  at  the  lower  left  and  somewhat 
narrow  at  the  upper  right.  The  design  borders  are  unaffected,  how- 
ever, and  the  remaining  borders  are  quite  wide.  Great  color  and  fresh- 
ness, though  light  folding  is  detected. 


149  $5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Serial: 

A1083000B.  Choice  VF.  A pleasing  mid  range  collector  grade 
example  of  the  popular  “porthole  note,"  so  named  for  the  round 
frame  surrounding  Lincoln’s  portrait.  Lightly  worn  from  modest 
circulation,  and  with  a slight  split  in  the  left  margin  which  does  not 
extend  to  the  design  border. 


150  $5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Scries  of  1923.  Serial: 

A3452608B.  VF.  Minor  discoloration  is  noted  on  the  back  creases, 
but  otherwise  the  color  and  body  are  good  tor  the  grade,  .^nother 
pleasing  example. 


/ 
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Beautitul  1886  SIO  Silver  Certificate 


151  SIO.  F-294.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886.  Serial; 
B 10368893.  Choice  AU,  though  no  one  would  believe  it  without 
very  careful  examination.  A single  light  center  crease  can  be  seen 
under  good  lighting,  but  otherwise  the  note  is  essentially  defect  free 
and  quite  superb  both  technically  and  aesthetically.  The  paper  and 
ink  colors  are  fresh  and  bold.  Though  the  margins  are  somewhat 
uneven,  the  borders  are  comfortably  wide.  A really  lovely  fancy  back 
issue  ottering  superb  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  and  as  such  a bargain 
note  for  the  grade  assigned,  that  will  likely  command  a healthy  pre- 
mium. Just  61  notes  appear  in  the  census  for  this  scarcer  variety. 

/■Vem  Boiifrs  ami  RudilY’s  Sale  qt  February  1978,  Lot  1769. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1891  SIO 


152  StO.  F-299.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of189l.  Serial:  E6566857. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Another  very  attractive  “tombstone  ” SlU, 
' e 1 1 designed  b.u  k tor  the  new  serien  m 1891.  Though 
f . enrermg  is  rather  good  and  offers  very  broad  mar- 
I'  d riehi  The  'op  aiul  bottom  are  omewhat  nar- 
II  'll  Ntr  ingi'ilo!  md  treshne^^  are  partu  iil.irlv 
■\  „ '>  [V  , l.ist  publu  Iv  olfer  d 111  K.-glll' . 

' ' ■ ;'i  -■  :n  ol  r .111 


Attractive  1890  $1  Treasury  Note 


153  $1.  F-347.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1890.  Serial:  A166241. 

Choice  EF.  This  note  offers  as  much  aesthetic  quality  as  any  Gem 
upon  first  inspection,  though  unfortunately  a couple  of  taint  folds 
can  be  detected.  As  nearly  every  other  attribute  is  borderline  per- 
tection,  the  note  has  much  to  offer  and  is  probably  finer  overall  than 
many  notes  graded  higher.  Super  color,  centering,  and  freshness. 
The  margins  are  .ill  very  broad  and  mostly  even.  A truly  delightful 
note  for  type. 


Rare  1890  $1  Treasury  Note 
Large  Brown  Seal 
37  Examples  Known 


154  SI.  F-348.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1890.  Serial:  A4810955. 
AU.  Superb  color  and  freshness  strike  the  eve  immediatelv.  The 
note  is  well  centered  and  nicely  margined,  making  for  an  nnpre\Mve 
visual  presentation.  A truly  delightful  note,  and  quite  rare  as  well. 
Just  36  examples  ot  the  variets'  presentlv  appear  m the  i en^U'.  not 
including  this  one.  making  this  bv  tar  the  rarest  varietv  ot  the  |S'«' 
8 1 Tre.isury.  1 hough  the  first  .ippear.nu  e is  that  of  a full  t iein  no:. , 
i -iretul  \tiulv  doe>  reveal  tr.u  e>  ot  creasing  1 low  e\er  this  is  ditliv  -■ 
to  detei  t aiul  .is  siu  h the  note  oth  is  eoiisider.ibh  mote  %-stlu  ii. 
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quality  than  the  grade  suggests.  Considering  that  only  six  of  the 
reported  notes  are  graded  CU,  and  the  number  known  is  so  small, 
every  offering  of  this  variety  is  significant. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1890  $1 


157  $1.  F-352.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1891.  Serial:  B50820724. 

Gem  Uncirculated.  A delightful  high-grade  example  offering  fresh 
crisp  paper  and  bold  ink  colors.  The  Treasury  seal  and  serial  num- 
bers are  deeply  impressed  and  embossed  through  to  the  back.  Ex- 
cellent centering  and  broad  margins  all  around. 


155  $1.  F-349.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1890.  Serial:  A4849868. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  Another  delightful  example  of  the  1890 
fancy  back  type,  this  piece  with  the  small  red  Treasury  seal.  Minor 
handling  marks  are  noted,  but  the  color,  centering,  and  eye  appeal 
are  at  once  striking  and  as  nice  as  one  could  ask  for  considering  the 
grade  assigned.  A beautiful  note,  and  one  of  fewer  than  100  speci- 
mens known. 


156  SI.  F-351.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1891.  Serial:  B35202285. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Bright  paper  and  bold  ink  colors  on  both 
sides  create  pleasing  visual  appeal.  Centered  a little  low  on  the  face, 
but  the  design  features  are  not  affected.  The  back  has  broad  mar- 
gins, though  a little  uneven. 


158  $2.  F-355.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1890.  Serial:  A3305986. 

VF.  The  paper  is  aged  from  use  with  deeper  tones  near  the  borders. 
The  seal  has  faded  somewhat  to  a soft  pink,  but  the  serial  numbers 
remain  bold  and  the  hack  color  is  rather  strong.  Excellent  centering 
and  margins  on  both  sides.  A scarcer  variety  represented  on  the  census 
by  just  50  examples,  not  including  the  present  note. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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Lovely  Uncirculated  1890  $5  Treasury 


159  S5.  F-361.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1890.  Serial:  A3920657. 

Uncirculated.  Though  traded  decades  ago  as  a significantly  finer 
note,  a minor  crease  is  noted  from  the  bottom  edge  inward.  How- 
ever. this  extends  less  than  an  inch  into  the  note,  and  is  the  result  of 
mishandling  rather  than  folding  in  use.  A light  corner  fold  is  also 
noted.  A lovely  note  regardless,  with  bold  color  and  good  freshness 
to  the  paper.  Well  centered  and  nicely  margined. 

Gem  1891  $5  Treasury  Note 


160  S5.  F-362.  Treasury  Note.  Scries  of  1891.  Serial:  B667326. 

Ciem  Uncirculated.  A really  great  looking  high-grade  note  with 
fsery  .ittribute  that  one  could  ask  for.  s.ive  for  perfect  centering. 
The  face  is  shitted  a little  to  the  right,  and  the  b.ick  toward  the  left. 
Ill 'vs ever,  all  margins  are  comfortably  broad,  while  the  bold  fresh- 
m.-.  .mil  ■ olor  more  than  make  up  for  the  mmor  centering  issue.  A 
up  rb  n ite  that  should  meet  with  enthusiastic  attention. 


161  S5.  F-362.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1891.  Serial:  B2616193. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  As  nice  as  the  note  offered  above  in  every 
respect,  save  for  a tiny  corner  fold  about  one  millimeter  into  the 
corner  and  barely  noticeable.  Well  centered  with  even  borders,  and 
rich  color.  Another  delightful  specimen  that  looks  about  1 / lOOth  of 
its  true  age. 


A Choice  1891  Sheridau  $10 


162  SIO.  F-369.  Treasury  Note.  Series  of  1891.  Serial:  B434729. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Superbly  preserved,  with  just  the  faintest 
traces  of  handling  at  the  corner  tips.  The  colors  are  exceptional,  while 
the  paper  is  clean  and  fresh.  A sharply  printed  note  with  strong  em- 
bossing of  the  primary  design  features.  Nicely  margined  and  verv 
attractive. 
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A831501A 


■Jcramps; 


A831501A 


163  SI.  F-708.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 
A831501  A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A very  striking  note  when  found 
in  high  grade  as  offered  here.  A well  printed  note  with  good  em- 
bossing, nice  centering,  and  wide  margins.  The  color  is  bold  and 
the  note  is  quite  a sharp  example  from  the  Boston  district. 


164  $1.  F-708.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 
A34331356A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Another  example  from  the 
Boston  district,  this  with  very  similar  sharpness  and  appeal.  While  a 
slight  ripple  is  noted  in  the  paper,  it  remains  fresh  and  bright,  while 
the  colors  are  bold. 

165  Group  of  $1  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Notes,  Series  of  1918,  rep- 
resenting each  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Banks:  □ Boston.  F-710.  Fine 

□ New  York.  F-713.  EF  □ Philadelphia.  F-715.  VG  □ Cleveland. 
F-718.  VF  □ lUchmond.  F-722.  About  VF  □ Atlanta.  F-726.  Fine 

□ Chicago.  F-729.  EF  □ St.  Louis.  F-733.  Choice  Fine  □ Minne- 
apolis. F-736.  Choice  Fine  □ Kansas  City.  F-739.  Choice  Fine  □ 
Dallas.  F-740.  Choice  Fine  □ San  Francisco.  F-743r  Choice  VF. 
(Total:  12  pieces) 

166  Group  of  SI  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Notes,  Series  ot  1918.  All  from 
the  New  York  district:  □ F-71 1.  Choice  VF  (2)  □ F-71 1.  Fine  to 
VF  □ F-712.  Fine  to  VF  □ F-712.  Fine  (2).  (Total:  6 pieces) 

167  Six  different  $1  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Notes,  Series  of  1918:  □ 
F-713.  Very  Choice  Uncirculated  □ F-715.  Choice  Uncirculated 

□ F-717.  Choice  Uncirculated  □ F-718.  Uncirculated  □ F-734. 
Uncirculated,  but  trimmed  at  the  top  edge  □ F-739.  Uncirculated. 
Each  is  bright  with  nice  color  and  freshness.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


E-5 

E3150832A 


E-5  E3150832A 


168  $1.  F-721.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

E3150832A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Fresh  and  bright  with  good  color 
and  centering.  A satisfying  Gem. 


169  $1.  F-723.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 
F4231493A.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Centered  rather  low  on  the  face 
with  the  bottom  margin  being  quite  narrow,  though  complete.  The 
back  is  shifted  toward  the  right.  Aside  from  the  centering  tlie  note  is 
free  of  noteworthy  defects. 

170  SI.  F-733.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 
H26097421A.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Just  a few  minor  handling 
marks  away  from  Gem.  Strong  color  and  good  centering.  A pleas- 
ing note  from  the  St.  Louis  district. 


171  $1.  F-744.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

L13619341A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Minor  handling  is  noted,  but 
overall  the  note  is  bright  and  fresh  with  good  color  and  margins.  A 
scarcer  Friedberg  variety  from  the  San  Francisco  district. 


Pair  of  High-Grade  Battleship  Deuces 

A Consecutive  Twosome 


172  Consecutive  pair  of  S2  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Notes.  F-747. 
Series  of  1918.  Serials:  A105A  and  A106A.  Both  Choice  Un- 
circulated, or  perhaps  finer.  Centering  ever  so  slightly  oft  on  each 
note,  but  both  examples  offer  superb  freshness  and  color,  while  the 
margins  are  all  pleasantly  broad.  Purchased  by  our  consignor  from 
rvt'O  different  sources,  apparently  several  years  apart,  considering  a 
notable  difference  in  prices  paid.  The  three  digit  serial  numbers  add 
to  the  appeal  of  this  lovely  pair  from  the  Boston  district,  reunited 
again  after  many  years.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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Gem  1918  $2  FRBN 

New  York  District 


173  S2.  F-752.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

B 12069272 A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Deep  ink  colors  against  bright 
fresh  paper  create  significant  visual  appeal.  A well  centered,  nicely 
margined  Gem  from  the  New  York  district. 


Gem  1918  $2  FRBN 

Philadelphia  District 


174  S2.  F-753.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

C298104A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Some  slight  aging  of  the  paper  is 
noted  on  the  back,  however  the  ink  colors  remain  bold  and  the  note 
oilers  near  perfect  centering.  A delightful  example  from  the  Phila- 
delphia district. 


175  S2.  F-753.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

C500A.  Choice  Uncirculated.  A lovely  and  very  desirable  low 
serial  number  note.  Well  printed  with  good  embossing  visible  on 
the  back.  The  lace  is  well  centered  with  good  margins,  while  the 
back  is  centered  a little  low,  still  with  acceptably  wide  borders  all 
around.  Good  color  and  eye  appeal. 


176  S2.  F-757.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

D303A.  Choice  Uncirculated,  but  very  near  Gem  quality  save 
for  one  light  handling  mark  and  centering  that  is  slightly  imperfect. 
A bright  note  with  superb  color  and  freshness,  which  is  nicely  em- 
bossed. A three  digit  radar  serial  number  adds  appeal. 
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Gem  1918  $2  FRBN 

Cleveland  District 


Gem  1918  $2  FRBN 

Kansas  City  District 


177  $2.  F-759.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

D2700957A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A lovely  note  with  near  perfect 
centering,  broad  even  margins,  and  excellent  color  and  freshness.  A 
very  pleasing  example  of  this  scarcer  Friedberg  number. 


178  $2.  F-767.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

G8649876A.  Uncirculated,  with  claims  to  a significantly  finer 
grade  but  with  a small  yellow  stain  at  one  corner.  Bold  color  and 
beautifully  centered  with  broad  even  margins  all  around.  Imperfect, 
but  quite  lovely  nonetheless. 


179  $2.  ¥-112.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

I1163539A.  AU.  A bold  and  very  attractive  example,  though  close 
inspection  will  reveal  a minor  stain  at  the  lower  margin  on  the  back. 
Additionally,  the  edges  have  been  unevenly  trimmed  in  a bit,  a mis- 
guided and  unfortunate  attempt  at  improvement. 


180  $2.  F-774.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

J249849A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A gorgeous  example  from  the 
Kansas  City  district.  A few  slight  ripples  are  noted  in  the  paper,  but 
otherwise  the  note  is  fresh,  bold,  and  free  of  visible  defects.  A de- 
lightful note  with  great  color  and  eye  appeal. 

Gem  1918  $2  FRBN 

Dallas  District 


181  $2.  ¥-116.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

K61211A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A very  bold  example  from  the 
D,illas  district.  The  top  margin  is  a little  narrow,  but  the  centering  is 
mostly  good  and  the  ink  colors  are  sharp. 
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182  S2.  F-776.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

K61252A.  Uncirculated.  Another  very  bright  and  attractive  ex- 
ample, however,  the  right  end  relative  to  the  face  is  slightly  trimmed. 


183  $2,  F-780,  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 
LJ  131 509.  Gem  Uncirculated,  or  very  nearly  so.  The  only  defect 
worthy  of  note  is  slightly  imperfect  centering,  but  all  margins  are 
complete.  Good  color,  and  nice  looking  all  around.  A scarcer  issue 
from  the  San  Francisco  district  in  all  grades,  with  just  34  notes  re- 
ported on  the  census,  not  including  this  one.  Certainly,  simple  lack 
of  reporting  affects  this  number,  but  relatively  speaking  it  is  clearly 
rarer  than  many  issues  of  the  other  Federal  Reserve  Banks. 

184  S2.  F-7S(!.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial:  L2858394A. 
.About  VF.  Body  ofa  VF  note,  but  with  a few  moderate  stains  noted. 

185  S5.  F-7H3.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 
C22.U.51.A.  EF  Centered  a little  high  on  the  back,  but  with  good 
. i>lor  and  much  of  the  original  integritv’  intact.  Bright  and  pleasing. 
,\  - .in  er  issue  represented  on  the  census  byjiist  27  notes,  not  in- 

ludmg  this  one. 


186  S5.  F-787.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

D2558551A.  AU.  Bright,  colorful,  and  well  margined.  Another 
note  that  is  nice  enough  to  h.ive  been  offered  decades  ago  as  a Gem. 
but  close  inspection  reveals  a single  vertical  fold.  A scarcer  Friedberg 
number  from  the  Cleveland  district,  with  only  29  notes  in  the  cen- 
sus, not  including  this  one  which  will  be  the  second  highest  serial 
number  reported. 


187  S5.  F-790.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

F840740A.  Uncirculated.  Well  centered,  nicely  margined,  and  of- 
fering sharp  color.  A small  corner  fold  is  noted,  as  is  some  very  light 
surface  discoloration  from  handling.  Bright  and  pleasing  otherwise. 


188  S5.  F-794.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Serial: 

G2440938A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A superb  note  from  the  Chi- 
cago district  with  a delightfully  fresh  appearance,  excellent  color  and 
traces  of  embossing  visible  on  the  back.  Near  perfect  centering  and 
nicely  framed  by  broad  even  margins  on  both  sides. 
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189  $5.  F-800.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1915.  Serial: 

J726744A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Another  beautiful,  high-grade 
FILBN,  this  from  the  Kansas  City  district.  Centered  slightly  high 
on  the  lace,  but  with  all  margins  comfortable.  Bright  and  fresh  with 
superb  color  and  eye  appeal. 

Scarce  High-Grade  1915  $10  FRBN 

Chicago  District 


190  $10.  F-813.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1915.  Se- 

rial: G86994A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A tougher  denomination  in 
this  series,  when  found  as  well  preserved  as  the  present  specimen. 
Extremely  fresh  appearance  with  bright  white  paper  under  bold  ink 
colors  on  both  sides.  Excellent  centering  with  broad  margins  fram- 
ing the  design.  A couple  of  minor  handling  marks  are  noted,  but  to 
call  this  anything  but  a Gem  would  be  a disservice.  Just  46  notes  are 
reported  in  the  census,  not  including  the  present  note  which  will 
easily  rank  high  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety.  Among 
those  known  (including  this  note),  only  four  specimens  are  consid- 
ered CU.  An  important  grade  rarity  on  this  rather  scarce  type. 


Prized  1918  $50  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note 


191  $50.  F-831.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918.  Se- 
rial: FI683A.  Very  Choice  EF.  Described  in  the  past  as  Gem  note 
(a  noteworthy  prize,  indeed!),  this  note  has  every  aesthetic  attribute 
one  would  expect  from  this  higher  grade.  The  paper  appears  fresh 
and  new,  the  ink  colors  are  sharp  and  unladed,  and  the  centering, 
though  slightly  imperfect,  is  quite  good  with  nice  margins  all  around. 
A closer  look  will  reveal  traces  of  three  light  vertical  creases,  ac- 
counting for  the  presently  assigned  grade.  Regardless,  this  note  is  an 
impressive  example  of  an  issue  that  has  long  been  regarded  as  a rar- 
ity of  high  order.  Though  today  we  know  that  more  examples  exist 
than  were  thought  to  decades  ago,  the  number  of  specimens  re- 
mains quite  small  at  53  pieces.  Last  offered  in  a Lyn  Knight  fixed 
price  list  in  1979,  and  off  the  market  since. 

192  Trio  oflarge-size  Federal  Reserve  Notes.  Series  of  1914:  □ S5.  F- 
851.  Type  a.  Choice  EF  □ SHF  F-922.  EF  □ $20.  F-975.  VF.  All 
pleasing  for  the  assigned  grades.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

193  Pair  of  high-grade  S5  Federal  Reserve  Notes.  Series  of  1914:  □ F- 
863.  Type  a.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Bright  and  fresh  □ F-870.  Gem 
Uncirculated.  A superb  note  with  excellent  centering,  margins,  and 
color.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


194  $10.  F-944.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1914.  Serial: 

K1129548A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Slight  rippling  is  noted  in  the 
paper,  but  otherwise  this  is  a bold  and  quite  lovely  note.  Excellent 
color,  centering,  and  margins. 
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195  $20.  F-1011.  Type  a.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1914. 

Serial:  L25090358A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A beautiful  Gem  from 
the  San  Francisco  district.  Bright  and  fresh  with  bold  color,  nice 
margins,  and  very  pleasing  eye  appeal. 


196  S50.  F-1046.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1914.  Serial: 

F694937A.  Uncirculated.  A more  desirable  denomination  from 
the  ubiquitous  Federal  Reserve  Note  series,  the  S5()  and  SlOO  is- 
sues always  command  attention  when  offered  in  high  grade.  A slight 
bend  in  one  corner,  confined  to  the  margin,  is  the  only  imperfec- 
tion worthy  of  note.  Fresh  and  bright  with  strong  color  and  cen- 
tering. 


694937A  6-F 
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197  $ 100.  F- 1 104.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1914.  Serial: 

F39491A.  Uncirculated.  Very  crisp  with  bold  color  and  good 
eve  appeal.  .'Xside  trom  a small  surtace  disturbance  just  right  of 
Fr.inkliifs  portrait  and  a small  corner  crease,  the  note  is  bright, 
fresh,  and  pleasing. 


198  SIOO.  F-1128.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1914.  Serial: 
L70319A.  Choice  EF.  A bright,  clean  note  with  minimal  signs  of 
handling  aside  from  the  three  light  creases  that  can  not  be  readily 
seen  unless  the  note  is  carefully  examined.  Eye  appeal  finer  than  the 
grade  su^ests,  and  worth  a good  premium  as  such. 


199  SIO.  F-1173.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922.  Serial: 
K42286547.  Uncirculated.  Pleasingly  bright  and  clean  with  nice 
color  and  margins.  Signs  of  light  handling  account  for  the  grade. 


Choice  “Technicolor”  $20  Gold  Certificate 


200  S20.  F-1180.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1905.  Serial: 

A2704241.  Very  Choice  AU.  Though  higher  grade  specimens  can 
certainly  be  found,  the  price  goes  up  significantly  making  those  pieces 
out  of  reach  for  many  collectors  of  more  modest  means.  The  present 
example  certainly  would  fill  a void  m a high  qualits'  collection,  as 
based  upon  eye  appe.il  alone,  it  would  certainly  rate  the  Gem  grade 
for  color,  centering,  and  overall  freshness.  1 lowever.  traces  of  a vcrv 
faint  fold  are  noted  at  the  center.  Still,  the  quahw  is  so  nice  that  it  is 
truly  a shame  that  this  note  can't  be  calk'd  finer.  \\\'ndcrhil  acs- 
thctii  quality  for  the  grade,  and  certain  to  please  nu'st  discnminat 
mg  collectors  I .ist  otVcred  m Kagin’s  I'*""  AN.'V  Sale,  and  I'tl  tin 
market  snu  e th.it  time 
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201  $20.  F-1187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922.  Serial: 

K70152052.  Choice  AU.  Bright,  fresh,  and  crisp  aside  from  a couple 
ot  very  light  creases  that  are  only  visible  upon  close  inspection.  Great 
color,  centering,  and  margins  make  for  a visually  striking  example. 


202  $20.  F-1187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922.  Serial: 

K593  90717.  AU.  Another  very  attractive  example  with  great  color 
and  eye  appeal.  Light  handling  marks  include  a soft  central  fold, 
accounting  for  the  grade. 


203  $20.  F-1187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922.  Serial: 

K57228049.  About  EF.  Nice  color  and  body  for  the  grade,  but 
just  missing  EF  status  by  a few  too  many  creases. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1913  $50  Gold 


204  $50.  F-1199.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1913.  Serial:  A513492. 

Choice  Uncirculated.  A really  lovely  high-grade  $50  gold,  every 
bit  as  nice  as  most  Gem  quality  notes,  but  for  the  centering  being  a 
little  off,  and  a few  slight  signs  of  handing.  The  color  is  bold,  par- 
ticularly the  bright  orange  back,  that  also  displays  nice  embossing 
from  the  face.  Bright,  nicely  margined,  and  highly  satisfying.  A new 
note  to  the  census,  and  though  over  100  pieces  appear  in  the  census, 
just  13  of  them  grade  CU.  As  such,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the 
present  example  ranks  among  the  Condition  Census  pieces  for  the 
v.iriety. 


Scarcer  1882  $100  Gold  Certificate 


Mttr WWilr 
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K165537; 
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205  $100.  F-1211.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1882.  Serial:  K165537. 

VF,  or  so  with  a couple  of  close  pinholes.  Lightly  pressed  in  the  past, 
but  not  rouglily  treated  by  any  means  as  the  colors  remain  as  they 
should  for  the  grade.  Broadly  margined  on  both  sides,  the  face  being 
very  well  centered,  while  the  back  is  slightly  high.  The  orange  bank 
ink  retains  nice  color  and  the  design  remains  sharp.  Fewer  than  50 
examples  are  known  of  this  type,  including  the  present  example. 
From  Stock’s  Amcriuvuj  Solc.  jomiory  2()().i,  Lot  4070. 
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Attractive  1922  SlOO  Gold  Certificate 


206  SlOO.  F-1215.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922.  Serial: 
N998890.  AU.  A bright  and  quite  pleasing  note  with  strong  color 
on  both  sides.  Slight  handhng  and  a couple  of  vertical  creases  ac- 
count for  the  grade.  A very  nice  note  overall. 

207  Threesome  of  large-size  types:  _)  SI.  F-19.  Legal  Tender  note.  Se- 
ries of  1874.  VF,  or  so  with  several  internal  breaks  in  the  paper. 
Though  not  immediately  apparent,  they  are  visible  upon  closer  in- 
spection J S2.  F-59.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Uncircu- 
lated. Bright  and  pleasing  □ SI.  F-236.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of 
1899.  Choice  VF.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

208  Selection  of  miscellaneous  large-size  tcqae  notes:  _1  SI.  F-28.  Legal 
Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  VF  □ SI.  F-36.  Legal  Tender  note. 
Series  of  1917.  Fine  J SI.  F-40.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1923. 
VF  J S2.  F-59.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Choice  VF  □ SI. 
F-233.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Choice  VF  -J  SI.  F-238. 
Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Uncirculated,  and  nearly  Choice 
J S 10.  F-1 173.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922.  VF.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

209  Trio  of  miscellaneous  large-size  rv-pes:  J SI.  F-36.  Legal  Tender 
note.  Series  of  1917.  AU  J SI.  F-233.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of 
1899.  EF  j S20.  National  B.ink  Note.  The  Mahoning  National 
Bank  of  Youngstown.  Ohio.  Charter:  2350.  Series  of  1902.  Plain 
Back.  Fine  (Total:  3 pieces) 

210  Selection  of  better  large-size  types:  J S2.  F-41.  Legal  Tender  note. 
Series  of  1862.  VG.  but  with  a notch  out  of  the  bottom  edge  and  a 
paper  disturbance  on  the  back  J SlO.  F-105.  Legal  Tender  note. 
Series  of  1880.  Good  to  VG.  Well  worn,  with  small  internal  holes, 
but  intact  J SI.  F-220.  Silver  Certificate.  Scries  of  1886.  VG.  A 
few  edge  nil  k'..  but  intact  otherwise  and  pleasing  for  the  grade  J 
^ I F-223.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  ot  1891 . VG.  Worn,  but  intact 
J -s2  F-,558.  Treasury  Note.  Series  ot  1891.  VG.  but  with  rough- 
ni  . at  two  corners,  just  into  the  design.  Though  well  circulated,  a 
iicrfiil  group  of  popular  types.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

21 1 1 r;o  of  TtiT  l.irge-st/e  types:  _J  S2.  F-244.  Silver  Certificate.  Sc- 

V*  > N^'orn.  but  ■ ompletelv  int.ict.  A ps'pular  faiKW  b.ii  k 
J I ' : S|!.  ri  rtifii  .ite  Seru  . of  |8'><»  ( hoice  VG  J 
f '■  !.u.'  . Noll  N rn  sot  |H'*|  ( mi  I’liasmgtorthi  gr.ulc 


SMALL  SIZE  CUIULENCY 


212  SI.  F-1500.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1928.  Choice  Uncircu- 
lated. A delightful  early  sm.tll-size  Legal  with  excellent  color  and 
eye  appeal.  The  face  is  centered  a bit  low,  but  the  margins  are  com- 
plete. 

213  High  quality  group  of  small-size  S2  Legal  Tender  notes,  with 
several  Friedberg  varieties  included:  □ F-1505.  Series  of  1928-1). 
Choice  Uncirculated  □ F-1 507.  Series  of  1928-F.  Choice  Uncir- 
culated □ F-1508.  Series  of  1928-G.  Uncirculated  □ F-1509.  Se- 
ries of  1953.  Choice  Uncirculated  □ F-1 509.  Series  of  1953.  Star 
Replacement  note.  Gem  Uncirculated  (2)  □ F-1510.  Series  of  1953- 
A.  Gem  Uncirculated  (40)  _l  F-1512.  Series  of  1953-C.  Choice 
Uncirculated  (5)  □ F-1513.  Series  of  1963.  Gem  Uncirculated  (15) 
□ F-1514.  Series  of  1963-A.  Star  Replacement  note.  Gem  Uncir- 
culated. A nice  quality  group  from  a decades  old  hoard  of  small-size 
notes.  (Total:  67  pieces) 


214  SlOO.  F-1550.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1966.  Gem  Uncir- 
culated. A bright  and  fresh  note,  superb  in  every  respect.  Well  cen- 
tered, with  good  margins,  bold  color,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal. 
A three-digit  serial  number  adds  desirability. 

215  Partial  collection  of  SI  Silver  Certificates,  including  several  of 
the  rarer  issues,  a couple  ofStar  Replacement  notes,  and  one  courtesy 
autograph.  All  notes  grade  Gem  Uncirculated,  e.xcept  where  other- 
wise noted.  A great  beginning  for  a very  nice  small-size  collection:  □ 
F-16()().  Series  of  1928.  EF  J F-16()l.  Series  of  1928-A.  Choice  Un- 
circulated (2)  J F-1602.  Series  ofl928-B  □ F-1603.  Series  ofl928- 
C.  Choice  VF  _1  F-16()4.  Series  of  1928-D.  Fine,  but  with  light  stains 
J F-16()5.  Series  of  1928-E.  Choice  VCi.  The  scarcest  of  the  series  _1 
F-16()6.  Series  ofl934  _1  F-16()7.  Series  of  1935  J F-16()8.  Series  of 
1935-A.  Choice  Uncirculated  □ F-1611.  Scries  of  1935-B.  Choice 
Uncirculated  _l  F-1612.  Scries  of  1935-C  J F-1613.  Series  of  1935- 
D -I  F-1614.  Series  of  193.5-E  □ F-1615.  Series  of  1935-F.  Star  Re- 
pLicement  note  □ F-1616.  Series  of  1935-G.  No  Motto  J F-1617. 
Series  of  1935-G.  With  Motto  □ F-1618.  Series  of  I935-H  J F- 
1619.  Series  of  1957.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Star  Repl.icement  note  J 
F-1620.  Series  of  19,57-A  -J  F-1620.  Series  of  19.57-A.  With  cour- 
tesy autograph  ofUnited  States  Treasurer  Kathryn  (.)'!  l.iy  Clranahan. 
curiously  on  an  issue  that  does  not  feature  her  engraved  signature — 
apparently  an  autographing  error!  _1  F-1621.  Series  ot  1957-B  J F- 
2300.  Series  of  1935-A.  HAWAII  overprint  (2).  C'hoice  Unciuu- 
lated,  and  Clhoicc  AU  J F-2.506.  Senes  ssf  1935-A.  North  .\tnc,i 
Choice  Uncirculated.  (Total:  25  pieces) 
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216  High-grade  pair  ofR&S  Experimental  SI  Silver  Certificates.  Series 
ot  1935-A:  □ F-1609  □ F-1610.  Both  notes  grade  Choice  Uncir- 
culated. A well  matched  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

217  Large  group  of  small-size  $1  notes,  including  Silver  Certificates  and 
Federal  Reserve  Notes,  graded  Choice  Uncirculated,  except  where 
noted  otherwise:  □ F-1613.  Series  ofl935-D  (12)  □ F-1614.  Series 
of  1935-E  (21)  □ F-1618.  Series  of  1935-H  (5)  □ F-1619.  Series  of 
1957  (2)  □ F-1900.  Series  of  1963.  Gem  Uncirculated  (56)  □ F- 
1901.  Series  of  1963-A.  Gem  Uncirculated  (9).  (Total:  105  pieces) 

218  Small  hoard  of  $1  Silver  Certificates:  □ F-1615.  Series  of  1935-F. 
Average  Choice  Uncirculated  (31)  □ F-1616.  Series  of  1935-G.  No 
Motto.  Average  Uncirculated  to  Choice  Uncirculated  (61).  (Total: 
92  pieces) 

Impressive  Hoard  of  1935-G  $1 
Silver  Certificates 
With  Motto 

219  $1.  F-1617.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1935-G.  With  Motto. 
Average  Choice  Uncirculated,  with  many  superior  pieces  in- 
cluded. Mostly  consisting  of  consecutive  runs  of  notes  from  an  origi- 
nal pack,  all  of  the  pieces  being  bright,  fresh,  and  mostly  defect  free 
aside  from  a few  that  show  handling  marks.  In  general  the  notes  are 
as  issued,  but  downgraded  a bit  due  to  centering  being  a little  off 
nearly  throughout.  A superb  group  overall,  and  a pleasant  surprise 
found  in  a decades  old  collection.  (Total:  59  pieces) 

220  Large  offering  of  SI  Silver  Certificates,  all  graded  Gem  Uncir- 
culated on  average:  □ F-1619.  Series  of  1957  (69)  □ F-1620.  Series 
of  1957-A  (41).  All  are  fresh,  bright,  and  very  attractive.  (Total:  110 
pieces) 


224  Grouping  of  small-size  error  notes:  □ SI.  F-16()8.  Silver  Cer- 
tificate. Series  of  1935-A.  EF.  Corner  fold  error,  folded  over  after 
the  second  printing,  but  before  cutting  □ S5.  F-1655.  Silver  Cer- 
tificate. Series  of  1953.  EF.  First  printing  well  off  center  with  about 
10%  of  the  next  note  showing  at  the  bottom.  The  centering  of  the 
face  is  nearly  perfect  □ $10.  F-2030-B.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Se- 
ries of  1990.  EF.  Offset  printing  error,  back  to  face,  with  the  green 
imprint  extendingjust  into  the  .serial  number  at  the  left  end  □ $50. 
F-2125-B.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Series  of  1993.  VF,  but  with  a 
short  edge  split.  Second  printing  misaligned  such  that  the  edge  of 
the  next  note  appears  at  the  right  end.  A corresponding  portion  of 
the  note’s  design  is  missing  from  the  left  end.  An  interesting  group 
of  error  notes.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

Mismatched  Serial  Number  Pair 

225  Pair  of  $1  Silver  Certificates,  both  with  mismatched  serial  num- 
bers: □ F-1619.  Series  ofl957.  Serials:  G55443167A-G54443167A. 
AU  □ F-1621.  Series  of  1957-B.  Serials:  U37034310A  - 
U47034310A.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A nice  pair  for  the  error  special- 
ist. (Total:  2 pieces) 

NATIONAL  BANK  NOTES 


221  Three  $100  Federal  Reserve  Notes.  F-2151-G.  Series  of 1928-A. 
Light  green  seal.  All  Uncirculated,  and  nearly  choice  but  for  slight 
handling  signs  at  the  right  end.  Bright  and  fresh  with  excellent  color 
and  good  margins.  A scarcer  high-grade  threesome  with  the  light 
green  seal  variation.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

222  Three  $100  Federal  Reserve  Notes.  F-2152-G.  Series  of  1934.  Dark 
green  seal.  AU  Uncirculated,  and  nearly  choice.  Each  has  minor  han- 
dling marks.  A nicely  matched,  consecutively  numbered  trio.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

223  Pair  of  high  denomination  small-size  Federal  Reserve  Notes: 

□ $500.  F-2202-F.  Series  of  1934-A  □ $1000.  F-2212-G.  Series  of 
1934-A.  Both  notes  grade  Good,  with  tape  repairs  and  other  prob- 
lems. Perhaps  a good  pair  to  mount  for  display  in  an  office  setting  as 
examples  of  old  notes  that  did  good  service  in  the  channels  of  com- 
merce. (Total:  2 pieces) 


226  Alabama,  Montgomery.  The  Fourth  National  Bank  ofMont- 
gomery.  $10.  Series  of  1882.  Brown  Back.  Charter:  5877.  Se- 
rial: T460347T/11263.  VG  or  so,  but  with  pencil  notations  on  the 
back,  edge  roughness,  and  small  internal  holes.  Still,  the  note  is  mostly 
intact  and  retains  enough  life  in  terms  of  color  to  warrant  the  VG 
grade.  Boldly  penned  signatures.  Certainly  desirable  as  a Brown  Back 
on  Alabama. 
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Delightful  Original  Series  SI  High-Grade  Original  Series  $2 

Kansas,  Illinois  A Lazy  Deuce  on  Kansas,  Illinois 

The  First  of  a Pair  The  Second  of  a Pair 


227  Illinois,  Kansas.  The  First  National  BankofKansas.  $1.  Origi- 
nal Series.  Charter:  2011.  Serial:  E480856/2848.  Choice  Un- 
circulated. From  the  back,  a light  stain  is  noted  at  the  left  end. 
Otherwise,  this  note  is  incredibly  fresh  and  could  have  just  as  easily 
been  printed  days  ago,  as  over  a century  ago.  The  paper  is  bright 
white,  the  ink  colors  are  vibrant,  and  the  bank  signatures  are  boldly 
penned  in  brown  ink.  Well  centered  with  nice  margins  on  both  sides. 
Though  known  as  a hoard  bank,  any  Original  Series  example  with 
this  much  grade  to  offer  is  an  important  and  highly  desirable  Na- 
tional Bank  note.  A mate  to  the  lazy  deuce  offered  in  the  next  lot, 
both  having  been  cut  from  the  same  original  sheet. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas  issued  just  over  S 1 million  in 
National  Bank  notes  during  its  operation  from  1872  until  1926.  Its 
tenure  fell  just  a few  years  short  of  the  end  of  the  note  issuing  pe- 
riod, all  issued  currency  was  large-size  format. 


228  Illinois,  Kansas.  The  First  National  Bank  ofKansas.  $2.  Origi- 
nal Series.  Charter:  2011.  Serial:  E480856/2848.  Uncirculated, 

and  nearly  Choice.  Cut  from  the  same  original  sheet  as  the  Original 
Series  ace  offered  above,  and  nearly  as  nice,  though  close  examin,i- 
tion  will  reveal  a couple  of  tiny  edge  splits  in  the  bottom  edge  from 
mishandling,  likely  while  still  attached  to  the  somewhat  cumber- 
some original  sheet.  A couple  of  tiny  pinholes  are  also  detected  near 
the  center.  The  inks  and  paper  offer  superb  color  and  freshness, 
though  some  light  foxing  can  be  detected  near  the  bottom  edge. 
Nicely  centered,  with  good  margins,  boldly  penned  signatures,  and 
great  aesthetic  appeal.  A lovely  lazy  deuce,  without  question  the  most 
enthusiastically  desired  design  type  from  among  the  entire  series  of 
collectable  National  Bank  notes. 


Exceptional  Series  of  1875  $10 

Paris,  Illinois 


229  Illinois,  Paris.  The  First  National  BankofParis.  SIO.  Series  of  1875. 
Charter:  1555.  Serial:  H963647/3523.  Gem  Uncirculated.  An  in- 
credible early  National,  indeed  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  type  this 
cataloguer  recalls  having  seen.  A faint  counting  mark  is  noted  at  the  upper 
right  corner,  but  beyond  this  trivial  flaw  this  note  is  truly  superb  in  every 
respect.  The  paper  is  as  fresh  as  is  ever  seen  on  the  issue,  the  black  ink 
visually  stands  boldly  from  the  face,  while  the  vibrant  red  serial  numbers. 
Treasury  seal,  and  charter  numbers  are  nothing  less  than  striking.  The 
centering  is  superb,  while  the  margins  are  among  the  widest  seen  on  a 
Series  ot  1875  issue.  The  bank  signatures  add  to  the  visual  appeal  being 
beautifully  hand  penned  in  dark  brown  ink.  The  back  is  nearly  as  sharply 
executed  and  richly  colorful  as  one  might  expect  from  a Proof  of  the  de- 
sign. Again,  the  margins  are  wide  and  reasonably  even. 

Aside  from  this  note’s  strong  standing  as  a superb  example  of  the  rspe, 
its  scarciU'  as  representing  a tougher  bank  is  certainly  noteworthy.  Just  18 
notes  appear  in  Don  Kelly’s  census  on  this  bank,  and  the  charter  was  last 
offered  publicly  in  Smythe’s  2001  Memphis  S.ile. 

Though  in  operation  for  20  years,  from  1865  to  1885,  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Paris  issued  less  than  S400,000  in  bank  notes  comprised  of 
Clriginal  Series  and  Series  of  1875  notes  only.  As  of  the  last  accounting  m 
1910. just  under  S3.000  worth  of  notes  remained  outstanding 
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230  Illinois,  Rockford.  The  Manufacturers  National  Bank  ofRockford. 
S5.  Senes  of  1902,  Plain  Back.  Charter:  3952.  Serial:  37577.  VF. 
Good  color  and  body  remaining  for  the  grade,  and  sharply  stamped 
signatures  add  to  the  appeal.  Just  10  large-size  notes  appear  in  the 
census  from  the  first  title  period  of  this  bank,  which  lasted  from  its 
organization  in  November  1888,  to  its  title  change  in  March  of  1928. 

231  Indiana,  Indianapolis.  The  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Indianapo- 
lis. S20.  Series  of  1902.  Plain  Back.  Charter:  869.  Serial:  T686823H/ 
108509.  Uncirculated,  or  perhaps  a little  finer.  However,  a light 
corner  fold  is  noted  as  is  a tiny  pinhole.  Great  color  and  centering, 
and  as  such  a delightful  example  of  the  type.  The  Merchants  Na- 
tional Bank  was  an  institution  of  long  standing,  chartered  in  1865 
and  in  operation  throughout  the  note  issuing  period. 


232  Kentucky,  Paris.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Paris.  $20.  Se- 
ries of 1902.  Plain  Back.  Charter:  6323.  Serial:  14468.  VF.  Nice 
body  and  color  for  the  grade.  Centered  too  high  with  no  margin 
along  the  top  edge.  Aside  from  a couple  of  small  pinholes,  and  a 
couple  of  small  ink  spots  on  the  back,  there  are  no  serious  defects. 
The  bank  was  represented  in  the  Glenn  Martin  Collection  of  Ken- 
tucky Nationals  (sold  by  Lyn  Knight  in  February  2003)  by  a similar 
$20  Plain  Back.  That  note,  graded  F/VF,  was  pen  signed,  while  the 
present  example  bears  stamped  signatures  iit  lavender  ink,  now  some- 
what faded. 

The  town  of  Paris  was  the  only  town  in  Bourbon  County  that 
had  a note-issuing  National  Bank.  In  fact,  there  were  two  institu- 
tions in  town,  the  FNB,  and  the  National  Bank  and  Trust  Com- 
pany that  issued  a mere  $3,720  in  currency.  No  examples  are  re- 
ported in  Kelly  from  that  bank,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  none  will 
be  anytime  soon. 
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233  Louisiana,  New  Orleans.  The  Whitney-Central  National  Bank 
of  New  Orleans.  $50.  Series  of 1902.  Date  Back.  Charter:  3069. 
Serial:  B98804/5490.  VF.  Perhaps  lower  end  for  the  grade  and 
slightly  aged  from  use,  but  the  ink  colors  remain  good  as  does  the 
body  in  general.  A popular  and  well  collected  denomination,  though 
on  a rather  available  Louisiana  bank. 


234  Maine,  Portland.  The  Portland  National  Bank.  $10.  Series  of 
1882.  Brown  Back.  Charter:  4128.  Serial:  N598138N/25156. 

VF.  Moderately  worn,  but  with  decent  color  for  the  grade,  nice 
centering  and  margins,  and  boldly  stamped  bank  signatures  in  black 
ink.  A fairly  common  bank,  but  any  Brown  Back  notes  on  the  state 
of  Maine  are  nice  to  find! 


235  Massachusetts,  Boston.  The  National  Shawmut  Bank  ofBos- 
ton.  $5.  Series  of  1882.  Date  Back.  Charter:  5155.  Serial: 
A308406/9211.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A very  fresh  and  bold  note 
with  excellent  color  and  superb  eye  appeal.  The  centering  is  as  nearly 
perfect  as  is  seen,  and  the  margins  are  broad  and  even.  Though  on  a 
rather  common  Boston  institution,  this  piece  is  a truly  delightful, 
high-grade  Date  Back,  a great  note  to  see  from  any  institution. 


236  Massachusetts,  Boston.  The  Tremont  National  Bank.  $2. 
Original  Series.  Charter:  625.  Serial:  D321060/20479.  VG,  or 

so  with  two  small  corners  off  A well  circulated  example  that  has 
certainly  done  its  duty  in  the  channels  of  commerce,  but  fortunately 
as  a highly  desirable  lazy  deuce,  its  collector  appeal  remains  strong. 
Soiled  and  worn,  but  aside  from  the  aforementioned  corners,  the 
note  is  essentially  intact  and  the  signatures  are  legible.  From  a scarcer 
Boston  charter,  with  just  16  large-size  notes  reported  in  the  census. 
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237  Mjsvit'hiiscttN,  lioscon.  Webster  aiiJ  Atlas  National  bank  of  Bos- 
ton. S3.  Se-nesof  iy<)2.  Wain  Back.  Charter:  1527.  Serial:  T799123D/ 
.•'42'^2.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Just  a slight  internal  pinch  and  nar- 
row bottom  margin  from  an  undeniable  (iem.  Superb  color  and 
freshness  on  both  sides,  with  boldly  printed  bank  .signatures.  Well 
embossed  and  highly  attractive. 

From  the  second  title  period  of  the  bank.  Organized  in  August 
1S63  as  the  National  Webster  Bank  of  Boston,  the  title  was  changed 
to  that  found  on  the  present  note  on  April  4.  1904  and  was  retained 
through  the  end  of  the  note  issuing  period. 


Rare  1902  Red  Seal  $10 

Danvers,  Massachusetts 


238  Massachusetts,  Danvers.  The  Danvers  National  Bank.  SIO. 
Scries  of  1902.  Red  Seal.  Charter:  7452.  Serial:  K303521/738. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Great  color  and  freshness,  with  boldly 
printed  red  charter  numbers  nicely  embossed  through  to  the  back. 
The  hand  penned  bank  signatures  are  bold,  while  the  note  overall  is 
nicely  centered  and  well  margined.  A delightful  Red  Seal  on  a much 
scarcer  bank. 

The  Kelly  Census  includes  one  1902  Plain  Back  sheet,  three 
large-size  notes  (perhaps  including  the  present  example)  and  two 
small-size  issues.  Considering  thatjust  S830  is  estimated  to  remain 
outstanding  m large  size,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  next  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  this  title  will  be  a long  time  in  coming.  Further  evi- 
dence lies  in  the  fact  that  only  eight  public  appearances  of  the  char- 
ter have  been  recorded  over  the  last  50  years,  two  of  these  occurring 
111  2002,  most  recently  in  the  CAA  sale  of  September  2002,  where 
they  offered  a small-size  SIO  graded  VF.  Certainly  the  present  1902 
Red  Seal,  being  so  well  preserved,  is  among  the  most  desirable  notes 
ever  to  be  offered  on  this  charter.  Considering  further  that  only  three 
notes  are  reported  from  the  only  other  note  issuing  institution  in 
I J.invers.  any  offering  from  this  town  is  a significant  one  for  the 
.M.O'.ichusetts  collector. 


High-Grade  Brown  Back  $10 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 


239  Missouri,  St.  Louis.  The  National  Bank  of  Commerce  in  St. 
Louis.  SIO.  Series  of  1882.  Brown  Back.  Charter:  4178.  Se- 
rial: A128236/50961.  Choice  Uncirculated.  A perfectly  centered 
Brown  Back  SIO,  noteworthy  for  this  if  nothing  else.  However,  the 
color  is  sharp  and  as  fresh  as  is  ever  seen  on  this  issue,  and  the  note  is 
well  printed  with  good  embossing  visible  on  the  back.  The  inks  arc- 
bold,  as  are  the  hand  penned  bank  signatures.  A tiny  foxing  spot  is 
seen  near  the  center  of  the  note,  reasonably  well  hidden  in  the  de- 
sign. A common  bank,  making  this  a perfect  note  for  the  type  col- 
lector who  appreciates  high  grade.  From  the  first  title  period  of  the 
bank,  which  lasted  from  the  charter  in  December  1889,  until  the 
title  change  in  July  1930. 


240  Nebraska,  Kearney.  The  City  National  Bank  of  Kearney.  S20. 
Series  of  1882.  Brown  Back.  Charter:  3958.  Serial:  R353764R/ 
1523.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Centered  a little  low  on  the  face,  with 
the  bottom  design  border  just  off  the  edge  at  the  lower  left.  How- 
ever, the  remaining  margins  are  broad,  and  those  on  the  back  quite 
even  as  the  back  is  nicely  centered.  Superb  color  and  freshiies'., 
though  a heavy  drop  of  ink  in  the  bank  president''  signature  has 
somewhat  affected  the  mtegrirv  of  the  paper,  though  it  has  lu't  > or- 
roded  through.  A verv  attractive  Brow  n Back  S.'’o 
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The  City  National  Bank  released  the  largest  volume  of  currency 
ot  the  six  note  issuing  National  Banks  in  this  Buffalo  County  town. 
Still,  just  14  examples  appear  m the  census,  and  no  small-size  notes 
were  printed.  Today,  the  bank  is  a scarcer  one  in  the  marketplace 
with  Just  18  public  offerings  in  50  years. 

241  Nebraska,  Nebraska  City.  The  Otoe  County  National  Bank  of 
Nebraska  City.  $10.  Series  of  1902.  Plain  Back.  Charter:  1417.  Se- 
ri.tl:  6858.  Very  Choice  AU.  A fresh,  bright  and  all  around  great 
looking  note,  with  just  a single  light  fold  visible  upon  close  inspec- 
tion. Well  centered,  nicely  embossed,  and  with  bold  stamped  signa- 
tures in  lavender  ink. 

This  institution  began  as  a territorial  bank,  chartered  in  1865. 
Though  the  bank  remained  in  operation  throughout  the  note  is- 
suing period,  less  than  $1  million  in  currency  was  issued.  Only 
$50,000  was  estimated  outstanding  as  of  1935,  $6,520  of  this  in 
large-size  notes. 


Beautiful  Series  of  1875  $5 

New  York,  New  York 


242  New  York,  New  York.  The  Chase  National  Bank.  $5.  Series 
of  1875.  Charter:  2370.  Serial:  Z55455/12389.  Gem  Uncircu- 
lated. Slightly  uneven  trimming  from  the  original  sheet,  but  the 
margins  are  all  complete  and  the  centering  quite  good.  Excellent 
freshness  of  paper,  vibrant  ink  colors  on  both  sides.  Boldly  printed 
with  some  embossing  still  visible,  and  good  hand  penned  signatures 
in  brown  ink.  As  commonplace  as  notes  are  from  this  bank,  they  are 
often  relegated  solely  to  the  “type  note”  category.  However,  for 
anyone  seeking  the  type  or  title,  this  particular  note  would  be  a per- 
fect addition  to  a specialized  collection,  as  a superb  grade  example. 


High-Grade  1902  $5 

Dunbar  National  Bank 
Serial  #11 


243  New  York,  New  York.  The  Dunbar  National  Bank  of  New 
York.  $5.  Series  of  1902.  Blue  Seal:  Serial:  11.  Choice  Un- 
circulated. A very  beautiful  and  fresh  note  with  bright  color,  and 
clean  white  paper.  Good  centering  with  broad  margins  all  around. 
From  an  original  sheet  that  recently  traded,  the  present  note  is  the 
D plate  position,  and  bears  a tiny  corner  fold  and  minuscule  notch 
from  the  bottom  edge.  However,  the  nice  embossing  and  excel- 
lent color  make  for  a superb  visual  display.  A very  pleasing,  low 
serial  number  example  of  this  New  York  institution,  popular  for 
being  one  of  the  few  African  American  owned  and  operated  Na- 
tional Banks  of  the  era.  Chartered  in  1928,  this  institution  was 
established  at  the  height  of  the  roaring  20s,  a time  famous  for  the 
financial  prosperity'  of  the  United  States  which  collapsed  in  Octo- 
ber 1929,  beginning  the  Great  Depression.  Perhaps  more  signifi- 
cant to  this  particular  institution,  its  ownership,  and  the  commu- 
nity it  served,  the  bank  began  operations  in  upper  Manhattan  dur- 
ing the  Harlem  Renaissance,  a time  when  Harlem  was  a vibrant 
center  of  African  American  art  and  culture. 

244  New  York,  New  York.  The  National  City  Bank  of  New  York.  $5. 
Series  of 1902.  Date  Back.  Charter:  1461.  Serial:  H579986B/366384. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  One  is  immediately  struck  by  the  heavy  em- 
bossing, bold  color  and  freshness.  Nicely  centered,  well  margined, 
and  with  boldly  stamped  bank  signatures. 


245  Ohio,  Bucyrus.  The  Second  National  Bank  of  Bucyrus.  S5. 
Series  of  1882,  Brown  Back.  Charter:  3274.  Serial:  H16788H/ 
4295.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Well  printed  and  pleas.antly  embossed 
on  bright  fresh  paper.  The  ink  colors  remain  bold,  as  do  the  hand 
penned  signatures  of  the  hank  cashier  and  president.  Some  very  light 
handling  marks  are  noted,  hut  the  note  is  very  attractive.  A hoard 
note  from  a small  Ohio  town  that  is  much  more  commonplace  than 
the  large  outstanding  figure  of  $5,570  would  otherwise  indicate, 
making  this  a superb  note  for  the  type  collector  who  appreciates  the 
beauty  of  a high-grade  Brown  Back  with  a nice  kiyout. 
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246  Ohio,  Chardon.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Chardon.  S5. 
Series  of  1882.  Date  Back.  Charter:  4671.  Serial:  B242092/ 
197.  VF.  A little  aged  from  use,  but  decent  color  still  remains  and 
aside  from  a couple  of  pinholes  the  note  is  quite  nice  for  the  grade 
with  good  margins  all  around.  A scarcer  Ohio  charter,  offered  pub- 
licly just  1 1 times  over  the  last  half  century,  or  so.  The  last  appear- 
ance was  m Lyn  Knight’s  sale  of  August  2000,  where  he  catalogued 
a serial  #1  Brown  Back  S5  as  part  of  an  extensive  offering  of  Ohio 
Nationals.  During  the  bank’s  40  years  in  operation,  less  than 
$500,000  m National  Bank  notes  was  issued.  As  of  the  last  account- 
ing in  1935,  $2,000  was  estimated  to  remain  outstanding  in  large- 
size  notes.  Today,  just  seven  examples  appear  in  the  census. 


247  Pennsylvania,  Altoona.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Altoona. 
$5.  Series  of  1875.  Charter:  247.  Serial:  H56681/4936.  Choice 
VG.  Well  circulated  with  a few  small  pinholes,  and  some  roughness 
across  the  top  edge.  However,  the  note  is  intact,  the  vignettes  are 
reasonably  clear  for  the  grade,  and  the  bank  signatures  are  surpris- 
ingly sharp.  Only  14  large-size  notes  appear  in  the  census. 


248  Pennsylvania,  Bath.  The  Fist  National  Bank  of  Bath.  $10. 
Series  of  1882.  Value  Back.  Charter:  5444.  Serial:  T711977/ 
4969.  Fine.  Moderately  circulated  with  light  surface  discoloration 
from  use.  I lowever,  the  color  and  body  remain  nice  for  the  grade, 
the  signatures  are  sharp  and  the  note  is  pleasing  overall.  Less  than 
,2,'  »•  ■■■■:  was  estimated  to  remain  outstanding  in  large-size  notes  as  of 
' * s5,  and  todayjust  six  examples  appear  in  the  census.  Bath  was  a 
one  bank  town. 


249  Fair  of  Pennsylvania  large-size  Nationals:  J Easton.  The  First  Na- 
tional Bank  ofEaston.  $5.  Series  of  1902.  Plain  Back.  Charter:  1 171. 
About  EF.  Very  sharp  but  with  pinholes  at  the  right  end  □ Phila- 
delphia. The  Farmers  and  Mech.mics  National  Bank  of  Philadel- 
phia. $5.  Series  ot  1882.  Brown  Back.  Charter:  538.  Fine.  Sharp 
hand  penned  signatures.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


250  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh.  The  Bank  of  Pittsburgh  National 
Association.  $5.  Series  of  1882.  Value  Back.  Charter:  5225. 
Serial:  T15328/217641.  AU.  A delightful  example  of  the  type  with 
a good  clean  appearance,  nice  centering,  full  margins  and  great  color. 
Traces  of  embossing  are  also  evident.  Attractive  enough  to  have  been 
offered  as  Choice  New  in  the  past,  but  a single  vertical  crease  is 
visible  upon  close  inspection. 

High-Grade  1902  Red  Seal  $5 


251  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh.  The  Mellon  National  Bank  of  Pitts- 
burgh. $5.  Series  of  1902.  Red  Seal.  Charter:  6301.  Serial: 
A94474/5186.  Gem  Uncirculated.  Exceptionally  vibrant  ink  color 
and  bold  freshness  to  the  paper.  Well  printed  with  good  embossing, 
good  centering  and  broad  even  margins.  A truly  superb  example  of 
the  type,  vvath  bold  bank  signatures. 

252  Tennessee,  KnoxMlle.  Pair  of  large-size  National  Bank  notes:  □ The 
City  National  Bank  of  Knox"ville.  $10.  Series  of  1902.  Plain  Back. 
Charter:  3837.  Fine,  or  nearly  so.  Large  crudely  stamped  signatures 
in  faded  red  ink  □ The  Union  National  Bank  of  Knoxsnlle.  $5. 
Series  of  1902.  Plain  Back.  Charter:  10401.  VF.  Somewhat  .iged  but 
pleasing.  Clearly  stamped  signatures  in  black.  Both  banks  are  repre- 
sented by  fewer  than  30  large-size  notes  in  the  Kellv  Census,  .jl'otal: 
2 pieces) 
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Scarce  Virginia  Value  Back  $10 


253  Virginia,  Irvington.  The  Lancaster  National  Bank  of 
Irvington.  $10.  Series  of  1882.  Value  Back.  Charter:  5290. 
Serial:  V183236/2598.  Choice  VF.  Though  centered  a bit  low 
on  the  face,  with  the  design  just  over  the  edge  at  the  center,  the 
remaining  face  margins  are  broad  and  even,  while  those  on  the  back 
are  all  complete.  Good  color  and  body  for  the  grade,  and  certainly  a 
pleasing  example  of  the  scarcer  Value  Back. 

A nice  type  note  on  a well  collected  state,  from  a one  bank  town, 
and  from  an  institution  that  issued  just  under  $500,000  in  National 
Bank  notes.  The  rarity  of  the  bank  is  considerable  as  the  estimated 
$1,140  in  large-size  notes  that  remained  outstanding  as  of  1935  is 
presently  represented  by  only  four  large-size  notes  appearing  in  the 
Kelly  Census.  Rarity  of  public  appearances  are  on  the  same  order 
with  just  six  offerings  of  the  charter  in  the  last  50  years,  most  re- 
cently in  the  CAA  sale  of  September  2002,  where  a small-size  $10 
graded  Fine+  was  offered.  An  important  offering  for  the  Virginia 
collector. 

254  Pair  oflarge-size  National  Bank  notes:  □ Maryland,  Baltimore.  The 
First  National  Bank  of  Baltimore.  $5.  Series  of  1902.  Plain  Back. 
Charter:  1413.  Choice  VF  □ West  Virigina,  Parkersburg.  $5.  Series 
of  1902.  Plain  Back.  Charter:  180.  EF.  Both  bright  and  nice  for  the 
grades  assigned.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPER 


255  Quartette  of  interesting  vignettes:  □Justice  seated  by  column. 
Proof  vignette,  India  paper  on  card.  Small  format,  a bold  impression 
□ Reaper  and  Boy  in  field.  Proof  vignette,  India  paper  on  card.  A 
nice  impression,  but  cut  down  □ Music  as  female  standing  with 
lyre.  Proof  vignette,  India  paper  on  large  card  □ War  as  female  lean- 
ing against  cannon  left,  eagle  flying  behind.  Likely  a Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing  vignette,  but  untitled.  Probably  engraved  for 
use  on  bonds  or  high  denomination  notes,  but  apparently  not  used. 
A striking  image,  and  well  impressed.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

256  Pair  of  Fractional  currency  related  items:  □ William  Fessenden.  Proof 
vignette.  India  paper  on  card.  Untitled,  but  the  same  image  that 
appears  on  the  250  Fractional  notes  of  the  Third  Issue  □ Francis  E. 
Spinner  studio  photograph  with  the  imprint  of  Matthew  Brady  & 
Co.  on  the  back.  A good  image,  but  the  corners  are  clipped.  (Total: 
2 pieces) 

257  Francis  E.  Spinner.  An  interesting  one-page  letter  in  his  hand,  writ- 
ten April  17, 1873,  during  his  tenure  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  The  letter  is  dated  at  the  Treasury  in  Washington  and  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  William  R.  Dorlon,  1 14  Grand  Street,  Albany,  NY. 
It  reads  as  follows: 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter,  of  the  14'''  instant,  has  just  been  received. 

In  the  newspapers  of  this  evening,  or  of  tomorrow  morning,  you  will  find  an 
account  of  the  arrest,  in  this  city,  of  a fellow  who  was  operating  to  injure  the  Presi- 
dent, and  at  the  same  time  to  put  money  m his  own  pockets,  by  swindling  post- 
masters to  the  tune  of  ten  dollars  each. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

F.E.  Spinner 

Boldly  penned  and  signed  in  brown  ink,  and  nicely  preserved. 
A quality  Spinner  letter  with  interesting  content. 
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PATTEKN  COINS 

Pattern  and  trial  coinage  has  become  something  of  a specialty  of 
our  firm  in  esur  briet  history,  and  in  this  sale  we  hope  to  build  upon 
the  successful  ottering  ot  pattern  coinage  in  our  September  Classics 
Sale,  teaturmg  the  East  Coast  Collection  of  Pattern  Dollars.  Our  se- 
lection m the  present  sale  includes  some  extraordinary  rarities  and 
popular  types  in  exquisite  quality.  One  of  the  two  known  examples 
ot  Judd- 15,  a copper  trial  of  the  1794  half  dime,  is  a highlight-an 
historic  item  from  the  cradle  days  of  the  First  U.S.  Mint.  Our  speci- 
men, the  tmer  ot  the  two  survivors  of  this  variety,  is  included  as  Lot 
278.  A grouping  of  extremely  rare  (but  very  popular)  1877  pattern 
halt  dollars  includes  pieces  that  once  resided  in  the  cabinets  of  Dr. 
Edward  Maris,  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  Virgil  Brand,  T.  Harrison 
Garrett,  and  other  great  collectors  of  the  past.  For  those  of  you  who 
follow  the  headlines  in  the  numismatic  press,  you  are  likely  well- 
aware  ot  our  offering  of  tiw  different  Martha  Washington  patterns, 
used  by  the  Mint  for  special  trial  strikings.  Fine  selections  of  small 
cent  patterns,  and  silver  specimens  featuring  the  beautiful  “Washlady” 
and  “Amazonian”  designs,  are  also  to  be  found  among  this  memo- 
rable pattern  offering. 


Copper  1854  Liberty  Head  Cent  Pattern 

Double  Struck  Obverse 


258 


1854  pattern  cent.  Judd-160,  Pollock-187.  Rarity-4.  Proof- 
65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Head  of  Liberty  as  on  the  cir- 
culating large  cents  of  the  era,  no  stars  around,  smaller  diameter. 
Deep  colTee  brown  with  nice  gloss  and  good  eye  appeal.  Double 
struck  on  the  obverse  from  clashed  dies,  the  first  impression  flat- 
tened and  a few  degrees  west  of  the  second  impression.  Details  at 
the  date  and  around  Liberty’s  portrait  display  the  double  strike  to 
strong  advantage,  and  details  of  the  reverse  wreath  can  be  seen  in 
the  field  in  front  of  Liberty's  profile  as  well.  Not  rare  in  the  classic 
sense  as  it  relates  to  patterns,  but  certainly  rare  with  so  much  “going 
on"  on  the  obverse  of  this  small  diameter  “large”  cent  pattern. 


Bronze  1854  Liberty  Head  Cent  Pattern 


259  1854  pattern  cent,  j-161,  P-187.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  RB 

(I'CCfS).  Bronze  Plain  edge.  S.ime  dies  as  |udd-l6()  above.  Deep 
d. ran  with  -.ome  mint  red  in  the  protected  areas;  the  reverse 


displays  a mix  of  red,  tan,  and  royal  blue  iridescence.  A pattern 
issue  that  is  in  great  demand  owing  to  its  relationship  to  the  large 
cents  series  (especially  so  Judd-161,  which  shares  its  metallic  con- 
tent with  that  of  the  small  cents  that  would  come  along  a decade 
later  m 1864). 

From  the  Superior  Galleries  sale  of  the  ll’orrell  Collection,  September 
1993,  Lot  588. 


Always  Popular  1858  Indian  Cent  Pattern 


260  1858  pattern  cent.  J-208,  P-253.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Cupro-nickel.  Plain  edge.  From  type  adopted  in  1859.  Bright 
medium  gold  with  frosty  motifs,  some  scattered  flecks  noted  on 
both  sides.  Highly  lustrous  and  chiefly  prooflike,  especially  so  on 
the  obverse.  A great  favorite  with  Indian  cent  collectors  and  often 
regarded  by  specialists  as  an  extension  of  that  series. 


Gem  Proof  1858  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

Oak  Wreath  Reverse 


261  1858  pattern  cent.  J-211,  P-255.  Rarity-4.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Cupro-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Obverse  as  adopted  in  1859,  unadopted 
oak  wreath  reverse.  A splendid  little  beauty  with  rich  rose  and  gold 
iridescence  on  somewhat  satiny  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  in  all  places 
and  truly  a visual  delight.  On  the  reverse,  the  O in  ONE  is  broadly 
repunched.  Of  the  40  examples  of  Judd-2 11  certified  by  PCGS, 
only  one  other  shares  the  Proof-65  grade,  and  only  one  other  speci- 
men has  been  certified  finer!  We  are  duly  excited  that  one  of  the 
finest  looking  and  finest  graded  examples  of  this  popular  pattern 
Indian  cent  issue  is  about  to  find  a new  home,  and  we  wish  all  our 
bidders  success — despite  the  fact  that  only  one  will  claim  this  prize. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 

From  the  Superior  Galleries  sale  of  June  1993,  Lot  1203. 


Gem  Proof  1858  Pattern  Indian  Cent 

Oak  Wreath-Ornamental  Shield  Reverse 


262  1858  pattern  ccnt.J-212,  P-256.  Rarity-4.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Cupro-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Obverse  as  adopted  in  185'L  unadopted 
oak  wreath  with  ornamental  shield  reverse.  Deep  gold  with  a faint 
chestnut  cast  on  frosty  motifs  and  mirrm  fields.  Stnne  tun  tlevks 
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are  visible  under  low  magnification  but  they  mean  little  in  the  over- 
all scheme  of  things.  A splendid  gem  possessed  of  truly  impressive 
visual  appeal  and  distinct  cameo  contrast,  a coin  that  captures  the 
eye  and  heightens  the  collector  instinct  simultaneously.  What’s 
more,  of  the  nearly  seven  dozen  examples  of  the  issue  certified  by 
PCGS,  only  four  other  examples  of  the  date  have  been  awarded 
the  Proof-65  grade,  and  just  a solitary  specimen  has  received  a 
finer  designation.  Easily  among  the  finest  known  examples  ofjudd- 
212,  and  certain  to  see  strong  bidding  for  that  reason. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 


dently  its  pedigree  was  soon  forgotten — some  detective  work  on 
our  part,  however,  recovered  the  pedigree,  which  will  hopefully 
be  kept  intact  by  the  next  owner).  A truly  splendid  opportunity 
for  a connoisseur  or  devotee  of  pattern  coins — or  Indian  cents — 
to  obtain  an  impressive  rarity  from  the  greatest  general  U.S.  coin 
collection  ever  assembled. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  in  any  other  grade! 

Fwm  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mercna,  Inc.  ’ssale  of  the  Louis  E.  Elias- 
herg,  Sr.  Collection,  Part  I,  May  1996,  Lot  135. 


Transitional  1859  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

Obverse  of ’59,  Reverse  of ’60 


263  1859  pattern  cent.  J-228,  P-272.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Cupro-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Transitional,  obverse  style  adopted  in 
1859,  reverse  style  adopted  in  1860.  Bright  gold  with  warmer  iri- 
descent gold  highlights  on  frosty,  lustrous  surfaces.  Some  faint 
flecks  that  elude  the  unaided  eye  become  apparent  under  low  mag- 
nification and  are  mentioned  for  the  sake  of  a complete  descrip- 
tion. Another  popular  Indian  cent  pattern  that  is  readily  collected 
by  fans  of  the  regular-issue  Indian  cent  series.  Ot  the  nearly  250 
examples  ofJudd-228  certified  by  PCGS,  only  nine  have  received 
finer  grades  than  the  present  specimen,  and  those  nine  may  al- 
ready be  safely  locked  away  in  pattern  or  Indian  cent  collections, 
making  the  present  MS-65  gem  all  the  more  enticing. 

From  Superior  Stamp  & Coin’s  Premier  Auction  Sale,  January  1995, 
Lot  1303. 


Rare  1859  Proof  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

Judd-231,  High  Rarity-7 


265  1859  pattern  cent.  J-231,  P-274.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-62  RB 

(ANACS).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Regular  dies  of  the  year,  bronze 
composition  adopted  in  1864.  An  amalgam  of  red,  blue,  and  violet 
graces  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  steel  and  brown.  A sharply 
struck  specimen  of  an  impressive  rarity;  perhaps  just  a half  dozen 
or  so  pieces  can  be  accounted  for  today  (for  the  record,  PCGS  has 
certified  three  examples  of  the  date,  and  NGC  has  certified  one 
specimen).  Truly  a rarity  that  stands  out  among  the  other  great 
pattern  Indian  cents  offered  here. 


Elusive  Pattern  1864  Indian  Cent 
Judd-356,  Low  Rarity-6 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


Important  1859  Indian  Cent  Pattern  Rarity 
The  Only  Judd-230  Certified  by  NGC 
The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 

264  1859  pattern  cent.  J-230,  P-274.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  RD 

(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Die  alignment  360°  or  medal  turn. 
61.5  grains.  Lustrous,  fiery  red-orange  surfaces  with  deeper  high- 
lights on  the  design  high  points.  A rarity  by  any  standards,  rare 
enough  that  specimens  seldom  change  hands,  even  in  the  auction 
arena.  We  are  not  only  proud  to  offer  the  only  example  ot  judd- 
230  certified  by  NGC,  but  just  as  proud  to  welcome  the  Eliasberg 
specimen  of  this  prized  rarity  back  into  mainstream  numismatics 
(the  coin  was  offered  “raw”  in  the  Eliasberg  catalogue,  and  evi- 


266  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356,  P-426.  Rarity-6-.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Copper  and  tin  (90‘>()/10‘Ki).  Plain  edge.  Regular  “No  L”  dies  ot 
the  date.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  radiates  on  rich  red-orange  sur- 
faces, with  some  deepening  red  highlights  on  the  high  points. 
Sharply  struck  from  the  regular  issue  dies  of  the  type.  Regarding 
the  strange  metallic  composition  of  the  present  piece,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  editor  of  the  latest  edition  of  the  Judd  reference  (Eighth 
edition.  July  2003)  noted  that:  “Early  in  the  year,  experiments  were 
conducted  in  variations  of  copper  alloy,  mixing  silver  and  alumi- 
num to  create  different  colors  and  appearances.  These  are  virtually 
indistinguishable  today  except  by  elemental  analysis.”  Only  five 
examples  ofJudd-356  have  been  graded  by  NGC  (all  RB  for  color 
designation),  none  ot  those  tmer  than  the  present  coin;  indeed, 
the  present  specimen  is  tied  for  finest  graded  by  NGC  with  one 
other  piece.  How  often  does  one  get  to  bid  on  the  finest  known 
example  of  a rare  pattern?  In  our  estimation,  the  present  opportu- 
nity is  one  that  won’t  be  repeated  soon,  at  least  not  tor  Judd-356, 
so  please  bid  accordingly. 

NCiC  Census:  2;  none  finer 

From  Superior  Gijllcrics’  sale  ot  Miiy-Jliiic  199.^,  Lot  1210. 
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Elusive  1864  Copper  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

Judd-356a,  Low  Rarity-6 


267  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356a,  P-427.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-63  RB 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  I7ie  alignment  355°,  nearly  medal 
turn.  Regular  issue  “No  L”  dies  ot  the  date.  Deep  chestnut  with 
violet  highlights.  A sharply  struck  specimen  of  yet  another  rare 
and  desirable  Indian  cent  pattern.  Only  three  RB  specimens  of 
Judd-356a  have  been  graded  by  PCGS,  all  of  them  at  the  Proof-63 
level;  a few  have  been  graded  slightly  finer  by  that  firm,  but  aU 
with  a BN  designation.  We  expect  spirited  bidding  will  accom- 
pany the  appearance  of  this  specimen  when  it  takes  its  turn  on  the 
auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1868  “Small”  Pattern 


(2x  photo) 


268  1868  pattern  cent.  J-605,  P-670.  Rarity-5.  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Obverse  similar  in  design  to  the 
circulating  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  the  date,  reverse  agricul- 
tural wreath  similar  to  that  of  the  gold  S3  pieces  of  the  era.  A 
bright  silver  gray  specimen  with  lively  lustre,  frosty  motifs,  and 
mildly  reflective  fields.  A true  “small”  cent  pattern,  this  is  the 
approximate  size  of  a half  dime  (though  the  Roman  numeral  I on 
the  reverse  would  have  dispelled  any  confusion  had  the  design 
made  it  beyond  the  experimental  pattern  stage  and  into  actual 
production  and  circulation).  A no-questions-asked  lovely  gem 
ot  the  variety;  PCGS  has  only  certified  one  example  of  this  popu- 
lar “small”  cent  pattern  m a finer  grade. 

PCCiS  Population:  8;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 


Popular  1896  Bronze  Cent  Pattern 


(2x  photo) 


269  1896  pattern  cent.  J-1768,  P-1983.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66  RB 

(NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Charles  Barber’s  shield  obverse, 
wreath  reverse  design.  Generous  amounts  of  golden  red  irides- 
cence grace  the  glossy  tan  surfaces  of  this  popular  cent  pattern.  A 
sharply  struck  gem  with  eye  appeal  that  easily  warrants  the  assigned 
grade.  Only  two  Proof  examples  ofJ-1768  have  been  certified  by 
NGC,  the  finest  specimen  being  that  offered  here.  Five  examples 
ofJ-1768  have  also  been  graded  as  Mint  State  NGC;  no  Proofs  or 
MS  specimens  have  been  called  RD,  however,  with  RB  as  fine  as 
one  can  hope  for  in  an  NGC  holder.  Definitely  choice,  and  as  fine 
as  you  may  ever  find  for  the  variety. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Popular  1850  “Cap  and  Rays”  Silver  30  Pattern 

The  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


{2x  photo) 


270  1850  pattern  silver  three  cents.  J-125,  P-147.  Rarity-4.  Proof- 

66  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Frosty  for  the  most  part  with  re- 
flective fields,  pale  steel  gray  with  golden  brightness  in  places  and 
strong  lustre  overall.  A classic  design  type,  one  that  never  saw  any- 
thing beyond  the  pattern  stage  in  America,  appearing  here  and  on 
the  earlier  1836-dated  pattern  gold  dollars,  as  well  as  the  March 
23,  1836-dated  Steam  Press  Mint  medals  (though  a very  similar 
design  idea  was  used  by  the  Republic  of  Mexico  in  their  mid- 19  th 
century  coinage).  The  finest  of  19  specimens  of  the  type  certified 
by  NGC,  and  of  great  interest  as  such.  This  specimen  is  finer  than 
the  specimens  that  appeared  in  the  Bass  and  Pittman  collections 
and  would  make  a worthy  addition  to  any  fine  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


AMF  ILK  AN  NUMISMAT  IC:  ILAILI  I II-.S 


The  Classics  Sale 


47 


Choice  Red  Proof  1865  Pattern 
Only  Red  Example  Graded  by  NGC! 


271  1865  pattern  three  cents.  J-413,  P-484.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64 

RD  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Dies  of  the  regular  issue  nickel 
three-cent  pieces  of  the  date.  Bright  and  lively  red  with  some  or- 
ange highlights.  Modest  cameo  contrast  exists  between  the  lightly 
frosted  motifs  and  the  mirrored  fields,  adding  to  the  nearly  im- 
measurable charm  of  the  piece.  This  is  the  only  RD  specimen 
graded  by  NGC  in  any  grade  (just  a dozen  specimens  ofJudd-413 
have  been  certified  by  that  group  in  all  color  designations!).  A sig- 
nificant rarity  in  such  lofty  condition. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  in  any  designation. 

Pattern  1869  Nickel  Three  Cents 


272  1869  pattern  three  cents.  J-676,  P-753.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Liberty  obverse,  wreath  reverse,  simi- 
lar to  regular-issue  coins  of  the  date  save  for  larger  date  numerals, 
placement  of  the  legends,  and  some  other  minor  differences.  Me- 
dium steel  gray  with  strong  golden  highlights.  A slight  cameo  con- 
trast is  noted.  A scarce  yet  affordable  “entry  level”  introduction  to 
the  exciting  world  of  United  States  pattern  issues. 

Choice  Proof  1867  Five-Cent  Pattern 


273  1867  pattern  nickel.  J-570,  P-640.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Head  of  Liberty  similar  to  circulating  nickel 
three-cent  pieces  of  the  era,  but  with  star  on  coronet.  Bright  and 
lustrous  with  reflective  fields  and  frosty  motifs  that  form  a cameo 
of  choice  and  appealing  proportions  (though  such  is  not  noted  on 
the  holder).  Pale  champagne  highlights  on  the  frosted  motifs  add  a 
great  deal  of  overall  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  5;  3 finer  (all  Proof-65). 

Front  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Worrell  Collection,  September 
1993,  Lot  606. 


Popular  1871  “V”  Nickel  Pattern  in  Copper 

Judd-1051,  Low  Rarity-6 


274  1871  pattern  nickel.  J-1051,  P-1185.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-63  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Obverse  Liberty  similar  to  that  on 
circulating  nickel  three  cents  of  the  era,  reverse  with  V denomina- 
tion. Deep  steel  gray  on  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  nicely  struck 
and  appealing  in  a deep  gray  way.  A fairly  scarce  issue  that  is  popu- 
lar owing  to  its  immediate  design  connection  to  the  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  of  the  date  as  well  as  the  later  (1883-1913)  “V”  or  Lib- 
erty nickel  series  (though  the  “V”  denomination  is  the  only  real 
connection  between  Judd-1051  and  that  series).  Regarding  the  V 
on  the  reverse  of  this  pattern  issue,  Dave  Bowers  noted  in  the  lat- 
est edition  of  the  Judd  reference  that  the  V is  “Erroneously  shaded 
on  the  right,  rather  than  on  the  left,  and  presenting  a curious  ap- 
pearance.” Curious  or  not,  this  popular  “V”  nickel  pattern  in  cop- 
per will  draw  its  fair  share  of  bids  when  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 


Aluminum  1881  Five  Cents  Pattern  Rarity 

Judd- 1673,  Low  Rarity-7 


275  1881  pattern  nickel.  J-1673,  P-1874.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Barber’s  head  of  Liberty  as  later 
adopted  for  the  1883  regular  issue  nickel  five  cents,  V and  wreath 
reverse.  Bright  silver  gray  mirrors  support  frosted  design  motits  in 
a heavily  contrasting  manner,  with  a nuance  of  pale  champagne 
adding  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal.  A simply  gorgeous  coin  for 
the  assigned  grade,  one  with  strong  physical  character  and  equally 
strong  eye  appeal.  The  present  specimen  is  one  ot  just  five  ex- 
amples ofJudd-1673  certified  by  PCGS;  four  of  those  are  Proof- 
64,  as  here,  with  the  fifth  specimen  called  Proot-65.  A com  that 
will  no  doubt  satisfy  potential  bidders. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 
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Impressive  Gem  Proof  1882  Liberty  50 

Finest  Cameo  Proof  Judd- 1690  Certified  by  NGC 


Rare  1883  Liberty  “Nickel”  Aluminum  Pattern 
Judd-1709,  Low  Rarity-7 
The  Only  Specimen  Certified  by  NGC 


276  1882  pattern  nickel.  J-1690,  P-1892.  Rarity-5.  Proof-65 

Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Designs  by  Charles  Barber, 
obverse  essentially  as  issued  in  1883  save  for  some  minor  differ- 
ences in  star  positions,  reverse  also  as  seen  in  1883  for  the  “No 
CENTS”  issues  of  that  date.  A bright  and  lustrous  pale  golden 
specimen  with  satiny  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  that  display  subtle 
yet  distinct  cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  Definitely  high  on  the 
want  lists  of  many  specialists  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series,  and  cer- 
tain to  draw  substantial  bidding  activity  as  a result. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  (and  the  only  e.xample  called  “CAMEO”  by 
NGC). 


277  1883  pattern  nickel.  J-1709,  P-1913.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

(NGC).  Holder  reads  “1882”.  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Designs  by 
Charles  E.  Barber.  Bright  and  lustrous  wth  frosty  motifs  and  mildly 
reflective  fields.  Struck  in  a “precious  metal”;  by  19th-century  stan- 
dards, aluminum  was  a rare  metal  and  patterns  were  made  only  spar- 
ingly from  it.  Obverse  portrait  of  Liberty  essentially  as  that  on  the 
regular  issue  coins  of  the  date  and  design  type,  but  there  the  similar- 
ity stops.  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  encircles  the  obverse 
periphery  (instead  of  the  13  stars  on  the  regular  issue  Liberty  nickel), 
while  the  reverse  reveals  an  agricultural  wreath  with  75  N.  (nickel) 
and  25  C.  (copper)  within  (representing  the  composition  of  the  Lib- 
erty nickel  type  made  for  general  circulation).  Currently  the  only 
example  of  this  prominent  rarity  certified  by  NGC,  a feature  worth 
noting  when  you  plan  your  bidding  strategy.  Wouldn’t  this  be  a grand 
addition  to  your  Liberty  nickel  collection? 

NGC  Census:  1 ; no  other  specimen  currently  gradecd  by  NGC. 
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Extremely  Rare  1794  Half  Dime  Trial  in  Copper 

Dies  of  Valentine-3 

Finer  of  Two  Known 


278  1794  pattern  half  dime.  J-15,  P-19.  Rarity-8.  Copper.  MS- 

64  BN  (NGC).  Reeded  edge.  Dies  of  Logan-McCloskey  3,  Val- 
entine-3. A spectacular  and  extremely  rare  coin,  a copper  striking 
used  by  the  early  Mint  officials  to  test  the  dies  during  this  first  year 
of  the  denomination’s  production  and  thus  as  pure  a “pattern” 
coin  as  any  in  the  entire  Judd  series.  Rich  chocolate  brown  with 
some  deep  olive  highlights  around  the  obverse  stars  and  hints  of 
lustrous  iridescence  in  the  fields  and  in  protected  areas  of  Liberty’s 
hair.  A lovely  little  coin,  best  identified  by  the  long  lint  mark  across 
Liberty’s  jawline,  a few  tiny  flyspecks  noted  under  magnification, 
a spot  of  hard  verdigris  that  could  be  easily  lifted  between  the  den- 
ticles under  4.  The  earliest  die  state  of  this  marriage  with  no  trace 
of  cracks  on  either  obverse  or  reverse.  Ideally  centered,  boldly 
struck,  a trial  piece  that  no  doubt  proved  that  the  Mint  was  ready 
to  coin  silver  half  dimes  from  these  dies. 


Careful  examination  reveals  that  this  piece  is  actually  a flip- 
over  double  strike,  a characteristic  never  before  described,  detected 
for  the  first  time  by  our  John  Pack.  Within  the  upper  right  ob- 
verse field,  a portion  of  the  initial  strike  is  visible,  with  the  length 
of  the  wreath  that  is  positioned  under  OF  visible  trom  the  place 
where  Liberty’s  hair  meets  her  forehead  to  star  10. 

There  are  three  known  specimens  oftheJudd-15  number,  struck 
from  two  different  die  marriages,  the  other  ofwhich  has  been  proven 
to  have  been  struck  in  1795,  LM-4.  Two  are  from  this  die  marriage, 
this  piece  and  an  AU  example  in  a private  cabinet.  The  LM-2  in 
copper  is  unique  and  has  a plain  edge  0-16).  It  is  also  quite  worn 
(VF)  and  recently  traded  hands  privately  for  a six-figure  sum. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  collections  of  Willuim  H.  IVoodin,  Waldo  C.  Neimmu’r,  and 
Maj.  Lenox  Lolir;  Bowers  and  Ruddy  in  November  1976;  Stack’s  sale  of 
January  1987,  Lot  511.  Plated  in  the  Adarns-lVoodin  text  on  patterns. 
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Rare  Copper  1871  Half  Dime  Pattern 
Judd-1060,  Low  Rarity-7 


(2x  photo) 


279  1871  pattern  half  dime.  J-1060,  P-1195.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Longacre’s  seated  Indian 
Princess  design  obverse,  STANDARD  and  wreath  reverse.  Fully 
brilliant  red  in  some  places,  deep  violet  highlights  in  others.  A 
few  light  flecks  make  their  presence  known  under  low  magnifi- 
cation, but  the  substantial  eye  appeal  more  than  compensates  for 
those  tiny,  natural  shortcomings.  A classic  design  type  with 
Longacre’s  “Indian  Princess”  seated  facing  left.  Liberty  pole 
topped  by  Phrygian  cap  in  one  hand,  furled  flags  behind,  and  a 
globe  forming  her  perch,  the  reverse  with  an  agricultural  wreath 
around  the  denomination,  STANDARD  (as  in  STANDARD 
SILVER)  above  the  wreath.  PCGS  has  certified  just  seven  ex- 
amples of  this  rarity  in  any  color  designation  (BN  or  RB — no 
RD  examples  have  been  graded  by  that  firm).  We  expect  much 
attention  will  be  paid  to  this  rare  variety  when  its  turn  comes  to 
move  on  to  a new  pattern  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (all  Proof-66  RB). 


Rare  1863  Postage  Currency  Pattern  lOy 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


280  1863  pattern  dime.  J-327,  P-397.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  show 
strong  lustre  and  a touch  of  rich  golden  toning.  On  a slightly  wavy 
planchet.  not  unusual  given  the  malleability  of  the  soft  metal  u.sed. 
A rare  and  popular  issue  (now  called  dimes,  but  once  simply  re- 
ferred to  as  tokens)  that  was  struck  in  an  effort  to  determine  the 
feasibility  of  issuing  a com  made  strictly  for  the  redemption  of 
outstanding  Postage  Currency  notes  (these  patterns  were  also  struck 
m silver,  tin,  copper,  billon,  and  nickel-all  of  which  are  rare  to- 
day) No  specimen  ot  Judd-327  has  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS 
than  the  present  < uni,  so  bidders  here  are  guaranteed  that  they  will 
own  one  of  the  finest  examples  currently  known,  but  only  if  they 
are  the  strongest  bidder! 

P*  ■ - -‘-’puljtiori  f'.  none  finer 


Rare  Tin  1863  Postage  Currency  100  Pattern 

Judd-329,  Low  Rarity-6 


281  1863  pattern  dime.  J-329,  P-399.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-62 

(PCGS).  Tin.  Plain  edge.  Obverse  with  adorned  federal  shield 
and  legends,  reverse  consisting  of  all  words,  sans  physical  devices 
save  for  two  tiny  starlike  stops.  Bright  silver  gray  with  some  stray 
marks  and  light  stippling,  still  choice  considering  the  metallic 
medium  of  the  planchet.  Produced  to  study  the  feasibility  of  a coin- 
age that  would  at  once  replace  and  redeem  the  Postage  Currency 
of  the  era.  Only  10  examples  of  Judd-329  have  been  graded  by 
PCGS,  with  just  four  of  those  presented  with  a finer  grade  by  that 
firm.  A rarity  in  all  respects. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  4 finer  (all  Proof-65). 


Blazing  Gem  1870  “Standard”  100  Pattern 
Judd-828,  High  Rarity-6 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


282  1870  pattern  dime.  J-828,  P-918.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-66  RB 

(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Designs  by  William  Barber.  Intensely 
lustrous  and  reflective  surfaces  show  strong  red  overall  with  a touch 
of  electric  blue  on  the  design  high  points.  Barber’s  seated  Liberty 
to  left  (one  of  his  finest  designs  to  this  writer’s  eye)  dominates  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  bears  a variation  on  the  familiar  “agri- 
cultural wreath,”  here  with  STANDARD  above  and  10  CENTS 
within.  One  of  only  four  examples  of  the  variety  certified  by  NGC, 
and  the  finest  within  the  ILB  designation  (two  called  Proof-66  BN 
have  also  been  graded).  One  glance  at  this  lustrous  beauty  may 
convince  you  that  it  belongs  in  your  cabinet,  but  please  remem- 
ber, you  are  not  the  only  potential  bidder  likely  to  be  entranced  by 
this  gem. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  liner  within  designation. 
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Impressive  Gem  Proof  Copper  1871  100  Pattern 
Judd-1075,  Low  Rarity-7 
The  Only  Specimen  Certified  by  NGC! 


{2x  photo) 

283  1871  pattern  dime.  J-1075,  P-1211.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-67  RB 

(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Longacre’s  seated  Indian  Princess 
obverse,  regular  issue  cereal  wreath  reverse.  Deep  red  brightness 
underlies  rich  electric  blue  and  medium  brown  highlights.  Lightly 
struck  at  LIBERTY  on  the  obverse  globe  and  at  a corresponding 
place  on  the  reverse  as  well.  One  of  perhaps  eight  or  so  examples 
ofJ-1075  known,  and  presently  the  only  one  certified  by  NGC  in  any 
grade  or  color  designation.  Another  rarity  that  will  cause  a stir  when 
it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Important  1885  Aluminum  Dime  Pattern 
Judd- 1744,  Rarity-S 
Finer  of  Two  Known 


(2x  photo) 

284  1885  pattern  dime.  J-1744,  P-1956.  Rarity-8.  Proof-67 

Cameo  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  From  the  regular  dies 
of  the  date  and  denomination.  Sharp  and  appealing  with  frosty  sil- 
ver devices  set  against  reflective  silver  gray  mirrors.  The  finer  of 
just  two  examples  of  the  variety  known  to  exist  by  a significant 
margin.  Teichman  cites  the  existence  of  only  this  coin  and  the  one 
offered  in  the  1995  ANA  sale  (Proof-64).  Regarding  the  patterns 
of  1885,  in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Judd  reference,  editor  Dave 
Bowers  noted:  “The  off-metal  pieces  in  aluminum  are  extremely 
rare.”  (At  the  time,  aluminum  was  regarded  as  a precious  metal, 
and  patterns  were  made  only  sparingly  from  that  metal.)  This  piece 
was  coined  for  inclusion  in  an  aluminum  Proof  set.  Trial  strikings 
from  regular  issue  dies  are  extremely  popular,  and  studious  nu- 
mismatists will  take  note  that  this  exceptionally  rare  issue  was  the 
last  aluminum  dime  struck  by  the  Mint  after  a long  string  of  simi- 
lar strikings  coined  during  the  previous  decade.  An  important  op- 
portunity to  purchase  the  finest  known  example  of  this  rarity. 

I'CGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Extremely  Rare  1916  “Mercury”  100  Pattern 


(2x  photo) 

285  1916  pattern  dime.  J-1983  (formerly  J-1794),  P-2041.  Rar- 

ity-8. Net  VF-30;  overall  sharpness  of  a finer  grade  but  with  small 
edge  nicks  on  the  obverse  and  moderately  heavy  reverse  scratches. 
Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Medium  silver  gray  with  deepening  shades 
of  gold  toward  the  rims.  Potential  bidders  are  herein  presented 
with  a great  silver  rarity,  one  of  only  two  or  three  known,  one  that 
was  plated  in  the  Pollock  pattern  reference,  and  again  recently  in 
the  8th  edition  of  the  Judd  reference  (newly  published,  with  new 
information  and  editing  by  Q.  David  Bowers).  A coin  that  obvi- 
ously circulated  for  at  least  a short  time  (or  spent  some  time  as  a 
pocket  piece)  before  someone  noticed  that  the  Winged  Head  of 
Liberty  was  well  right  of  center,  not  centered  like  the  “regular” 
circulation  strikes  of  the  design  type,  and  missing  the  designer’s 
monogram  as  well.  To  that  anonymous  person  we  owe  a great  deal 
of  thanks,  for  otherwise  this  great  rarity  may  have  simply  disap- 
peared from  the  annals  of  numismatics. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’  sale  of  the  LaRiviere  Collection, 
May  2001,  Lot  498;  formerly  in  the  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.  sale  of  the  Abe  Kosofif  Collection,  November  1985,  Lot  1130. 


Famous  Liberty  at  Seashore  1875  Pattern  200 

Judd- 1403,  Silver,  High  Rarity-6 


(2x  photo) 


286  1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  J-1403,  P-1546.  Rarity-6+. 

Proof-64  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Liberty  at  the  Seashore  ob- 
verse, wreath  reverse.  Rich  and  deep  slate  gray  with  vibrant  elec- 
tric blue  iridescence  on  the  obverse  and  chiefly  golden  iridescence 
on  the  rever.se.  Nicely  struck  and  appealing  in  all  ways,  and  sure  to 
garner  much  attention  by  virtue  of  its  attractive  nature  (not  to 
mention  its  rarity).  The  present  pattern  is  one  ofjust  tour  examples 
ofJudd-1403  certified  by  NGC,  which  adds  even  more  to  its  de- 
sirable nature.  An  unusual  design  type,  or  as  Dave  Bowers  noted 
in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Judd  reference.  “Some  t\venr\’-cent 
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pieces  ansi  trade  dollar  patterns  show  a ship  at  sea  in  the  distance. 
Its  auxiliary  sails  billowing  forward,  while  smoke  from  its  stack 
drifts  to  the  rear  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  physics,  creating  one 
of  the  most  egregious  gaffes  in  American  coinage.  ” This  " Wrong- 
V(/ay  Corrigan  of  numismatic  designs  is  nonetheless  a prized  rar- 
it\’  that  always  meets  with  intense  bidding  activity  on  those  rare 
occasions  when  specimens  are  sold,  and  we  expect  the  greeting 
this  particular  specimen  receives  will  be  no  less  enthusiastically 
received  when  it  takes  its  turn  in  the  auction  arena. 

NC'.C  Census:  2;  2 finer  {Proof-66  finest). 


Copper  1875  Pattern  20^  Rarity 
Judd- 1408,  Low  Rarity-7 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2.x  photo) 


287  1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  J-1408,  P-1551.  Rarity-7-. 

Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Obverse  similar  to 
the  regular  issue  2()g,  but  LIBERTY  incused  on  shield  rather  than 
raised,  central  reverse  wreath  with  denomination  as  a fraction 
w'lthin.  Deeply  mirrored  chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  intense 
pastel  blue  and  rose  iridescence  with  traces  of  gold  on  the  design 
high  points.  One  of  perhaps  eight  or  so  examples  known  in  all 
grades,  the  present  coin  is  tied  for  finest  graded  by  NGC  with  one- 
other  specimen;  that  firm  has  gradedjust  three  examples  ofJ-1408 
all  told.  A grand  opportuniry  for  those  who  specialize  in  odd  de- 
nomination issues. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 

Rare  Aluminum  1869  Standard  Silver  250  Pattern 
Judd-726,  High  Rarity-7 
The  Only  Specimen  Certified  by  NGC 


288  1869  pattern  quarter.  J-726,  P-807.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63 

(NGC).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Liberty  head  with  two  stars  on 
ip  .ibvcrse.  reverse  with  wreath  and  STANDARD  SILVER  de- 
sign. Bright  and  lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  mirror  fields  that  con- 
trast with  lightly  frosted  motifs,  the  end  result  a cameo  of  impres- 


sive stature.  Decidedly  choice  and  w'lth  plenty  of  eye  appeal  and 
with  grand  overall  quality  that  pushes  the  upper  limits  of  the  as- 
signed grade.  By  the  way,  this  is  the  only  example  ofJudd-726  cer- 
tified by  NGC.  Seldom  offered  in  any  grade — according  to  the 
latest  edition  of  the  Judd  reference,  the  last  recorded  auction  sale 
ofa  specimen  ofJudd-726  was  in  Superior’s  sale  of  October  1991. 
A dozen  years  later  we  are  able  to  offer  this  pleasing  example  ofa 
greatly  prized  rarity. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; no  others  certified  by  NGC  m any  grade. 

Popular  1869  Standard  Silver  250 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


289  1869  pattern  quarter.  J-733,  P-814.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66 

(NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Dies  by  Barber  after  designs  by 
Longacre.  Bright  golden  centers  give  way  to  rose,  violet,  and  elec- 
tric blue  halos  toward  the  rims,  with  a blazingly  beautiful  pattern 
quarter  dollar  of  exquisite  eye  appeal  the  end  result.  “Obverse  3” 
from  the  new  Judd  reference,  “Liberty  Head  with  star  on  band” 
(used  on  Judd-733  through  Judd-738  in  the  quarter  denomina- 
tion). A delightfully  impressive  example  of  a scarce  variety,  the 
present  coin  is  tied  for  finest  graded  within  the  designation  by  NGC 
(there  is  also  a Proof-66  CAM  listed,  but  again,  none  finer), 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  designation. 

Important  1870  Pattern  Standard  Silver  250 

Judd-889,  Low  Rarity-7 


290  1870  pattern  quarter.  J-889,  P-988.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-62 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Head  of  Liberty,  cap  and  three  stars, 
designed  by  Longacre,  engraved  by  Barber,  Standard  Silver  agri- 
cultural WTeath  reverse.  Smoky  golden  gray  with  p.ile  rose  and  pastel 
blue  on  both  sides.  A fine  specimen  for  the  assigned  grade;  the  few 
detracting  marks  only  become  obvious  under  low  magnification. 
One  of  just  eight  e.xamples  of  Judd-889  certified  by  PCGS,  of 
w'hich  only  five  are  finer.  The  present  specimen  would  be  a great 
addition  to  any  burgeoning  pattern  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  5 finer;  (Proof-66  finest). 
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(2x  photo) 

292  1871  pattern  quarter.  J-1102,  P-1238.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-67 

RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Die  trial  from  the  regular  is- 
sue dies  of  the  denomination.  Deep  orange-brown  with  intense 
electric  blue  on  the  high  points.  A gorgeous  coin,  one  that  is  easily 
worthy  of  the  assigned  grade.  The  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 
form  a memorable  cameo  of  striking  and  colorful  beauty.  Please 
bear  in  mind  that  this  is  the  only  example  ofJudd-1 102  certified  by 
NGC  in  any  grade,  a point  worth  pondering  when  you  form  your 
bidding  strategy! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Popular  1870  Standard  Silver  Pattern  Quarter 

Judd-901,  High  Rarity-6 


291  1870  pattern  quarter.  J-901,  P-1016.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Liberty'  head  with  star  on  band,  Stan- 
dard Silver  agricultural  wreath  reverse.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror 
fields  display  a hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  A lovely  cameo  that 
readily  approaches  gem  quality’.  The  pleasing  rendition  of  Liberty 
is  outstanding  in  its  graceful  and  somewhat  high  relief  appearance, 
and  Judd-9t)l  would  make  a fine  addition  to  a collection  based 
almost  solely  on  that  point  alone!  The  present  specimen  is  close  to 
the  top  where  quality  is  concerned,  as  PCGS  has  seen  fit  to  certify 
just  four  examples  of  the  issue  at  a finer  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Scores  of  tiny  raised  die  polish  lines  crisscross  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait,  by  tar 
the  deepest  part  of  the  die. 

Rare  Gem  Proof  1871  Copper  Quarter  Pattern 
The  Only  Specimen  Certified  by  NGC  in  Any  Grade 
Judd-1102,  High  Rarity-7 


Barber’s  Ever-Popular  1879  “Washlady” 
Quarter  Pattern 
Judd-1590,  High  Rarity-6 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


293  1879  pattern  quarter.  J-1590,  P-1727.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-67 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  William  Barber’s  Society  Lady  or 
more  popularly,  “Washlady”  obverse,  perched  eagle  reverse.  Deep 
golden  gray  with  frosted  motifs  and  bright  rainbow  iridescence 
in  the  deeply  reflective  fields.  A superb  gem  Proof  example  ofj- 
1590,  one  that  sports  a vivid  cameo  effect,  though  such  is  not 
mentioned  on  the  holder.  Among  the  final  works  of  Chief  En- 
graver William  Barber,  who  died  August  31,  1879.  One  of  two 
specimens  called  Proof-67  by  PCGS;  six  other  examples  of  J- 
1590  have  been  graded  by  that  firm,  none  of  which  measure  up 
to  the  present  piece  where  grade  (and  possibly  eye  appeal  as  well) 
is  concerned.  Simply  put,  perhaps  the  finest  “Washlady”  any  of 
us  will  ever  lay  eyes  on.  A classic  design,  the  Washlady  is  a peren- 
nial favorite  among  collectors,  here  represented  by  one  of  the 
loveliest  gems  in  existence  of  any  denomination. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Regarding  the  evolution  of  the  “Washlady"  sobriquet,  Dave  Bowers  noted 
in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Judd  reference  that,  “In  the  late  19th  century,  this 
depiction  of  Liberty  was  dubbed  the  ‘Washlady’  de.sign.  a rather  unfortunate 
designation,  as  the  woman  depicted  is  elegantly  coiffed,  and  certainly  not  sts'led 
as  a laundress  might  have  been."  He  notes  later  that,  “This  was  an  era  of  great 
secrecy  at  the  Mint,  and  virtually  the  entire  pattern  coinage  of  1879.  including 
the  ‘Washlady’  and  ‘Schoolgirl’  silver  coins,  were  produced  for  the  private  proht 
of  Mint  officials." 
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Popular  1859  “French  Liberty”  Pattern  500 
Judd-238,  Copper,  Rarity-5 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


294  1859  pattern  half  dollar.  J-238,  P-294.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66  BN 

(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Designs  by  James  B.  Longacre. 
Medium  chestnut  brown  with  strong  rose,  violet,  and  blue  irides- 
cence. A visually  pleasing  pattern,  both  design-wise  and  quality- 
wise.  The  reverse  cereal  wreath  is  an  enlargement  of  the  reverse  type 
adopted  for  half  dimes  and  dimes  in  1860.  This  specimen  is  tied  for 
the  finest  graded  of  the  19  examples  of  the  type  certified  by  NGC, 
m any  color  designation  (there  are  two  in  Proof-66  BN,  and  one  in 
Proof-66  ILB).  Not  particularly  rare  m the  overall  scheme  of  pat- 
terns, but  still  highly  desirable  from  a grade  and  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  in  any  color  designation. 


Rare  1861  Pattern  Silver  Half  Dollar 
Judd-277,  Low  Rarity-7 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
God  Our  Trust  Reverse 


(2x  photo) 


295  1861  pattern  half  dollar.  J-277,  P-326.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

Cameo  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Regular  obverse  die  ofyear, 
similar  reverse  but  with  GOD  OUR  TRUST  on  ribbon  above 
eagle.  Gorgeous  deep  champagne  toning  on  frosty  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields,  a delightful  cameo  in  all  regards.  Some  speckled 
deep  gold  and  violet  can  be  seen  in  the  obverse  field  to  the  right  of 
Miss  Liberty,  otherwise  the  toning  is  uniform.  A rare  issue,  one 
that  has  attracted  pattern  specialists  and  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar 
collectors  alike  for  decades.  Only  three  e.xamples  ofJudd-277  have 
been  certified  by  PCGS,  none  of  those  finer  than  the  present  coin, 
which  should  make  for  interesting  bidding  competition  when  this 
rarity  makes  its  appearance  in  the  auction  arena. 

PCGS  Population:  2:  none  finer. 

Regarding  the  GOD  OUR  TRUST  motto  on  the  reverse,  the  newest  edition 
ofjudd  notes  that  on  November  13. 1861.IUdley%illc,  Pennsylvania  Rewrend  M R. 
Watkinson  wrote  to  Salmon  P.  Chase.  Secretary  of  the  Treasurs'  under  Lincoln, 
su^esting  that  some  motto  representative  of  our  country's  faith  m Gixl  be  placed 
upon  our  coinage.  Chase  liked  the  idea  and  wrote  to  Mint  Director  James  IMlkx  k 
that  "The  trust  of  our  people  in  God  should  be  declaa-d  on  our  natis'iial  coins  You 
will  cause  a device  to  be  prepared  without  unnecessarv  delav  with  a nu'tts'  evpre"- 
mg  in  the  fewest  tersest  tcmis  possible  this  national  recognition  " 
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Popular  1863  “GOD  OUR  TRUST”  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 
Judd-338,  Rarity-5 


296  1863  pattern  half  dollar.  J-338,  P-410.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Regular  issue  obverse  die  of  date, 
reverse  similar  but  with  GOD  OUR  TRUST  on  ribbon  (first  in- 
troduced in  the  pattern  half  dollar  series  in  1861  on  Judd-277). 
Deep  golden  gray  with  a grand  display  of  rose,  electric  blue,  and 
golden  iridescence.  Only  nine  examples  ofJ-338  have  been  graded 
by  NGC;  the  present  coin  is  tied  for  finest  graded  with  one  other 
specimen.  This  type  is  popular  with  pattern  collectors  and  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar  specialists  alike,  so  be  prepared  for  a strong  bid- 
ding contest  when  this  one  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Splendid  Gem  Proof  Copper  1869  Pattern  500 
Judd-757,  Low  Rarity-7 
Exquisitely  Toned 


297  1869  pattern  half  dollar.  J-757,  P-841.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Head  of  Liberty,  star  on  band 
obverse,  STANDARD  SILVER  oak  and  laurel  wreath  reverse.  An 
exquisitely  beautiful  gem!  The  surfaces  display  an  amazing  array 
of  rich  rose,  peach,  gold,  electric  blue,  and  violet  iridescence  that 
bursts  vividly  to  life  like  a deep,  rich  summer  sunset  when  the  coin 
is  introduced  to  a bright  light  source.  Only  six  examples  ofjudd- 
757  have  been  graded  by  PCGS  (all  of  those  either  BN  or  RB;  no 
RD  specimens  have  been  reported  yet  by  PCGS),  and  only  one  of 
those  is  finer  than  the  present  specimen — one  glance  at  the  present 
coin  will  make  you  wonder  how  any  specimen  could  be  finer!  A 
beauty  that  will  no  doubt  see  elevated  bidding  activity  before  it 
enters  an  advanced  pattern  cabinet  (where  it  will  undoubtedly  shine 
as  a vivid  copper  beacon  among  its  pattern  compatriots). 

PCGS  l^opulation;  1 ; 1 finer  {Proot-66  RB). 

From  Superior  Stamp  & Coin 's  Premier  Auction  Sale, January  1995, 
Lot  1305. 
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1870  “Standard”  500  Reverse  Splasher 
A New  Discovery 
Unique 


(2x  photo) 

298  1870  STANDARD  pattern  half  dollar.  J-unlistcd,  P-3386. 

Reverse  splasher,  type  ofJ-939  with  date  inside  WTeath. 
Unique.  White  metal.  Mint  State.  Encapsulated  but  not  graded 
by  NGC.  88.6  grains.  39.4  mm  x 39.2  mm.  A fascinating  artifact 
of  the  die  creation  process.  Lustrous  silver  gray,  essentially  immacu- 
late on  the  right  side  but  showing  some  light  surface  abrasions  on 
the  left  side,  apparently  where  this  soft-metal  impression  was  lifted 
from  the  die  face.  Nearly  half  of  the  external  fTishing  is  present. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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very  unusual  tor  a splasher  ot  any  period  or  description,  showing 
the  parallel  circular  grooves  from  the  machined  part  of  the  die 
outside  the  engraved  die  face.  The  word  STANDARD,  which 
appears  above  the  open  top  ot  the  wreath,  has  been  neatly  effaced 
from  this  splasher  though  vestiges  ot  it  survive— we  can  only  imag- 
ine the  engraver  wanted  to  see  what  the  design  would  look  like 
without  that  word  there. 

This  die  is  not  known  to  have  struck  any  patterns  that  exist 
today.  The  date  numerals  are  substantially  larger  than  those  used 
on  the  reverse  otJudd-y39  through  962,  seemingly  from  the  same 
punches  (or  at  least  the  same  size  punches)  as  the  larger  date  seen 
outside  the  wreath  on  Judd-963.  This  splasher,  a disposable  item 
created  in  soft  metal  to  give  an  idea  what  the  product  ofa  die  would 
look  like,  is  essentially  a pattern  of  a pattern-a  trial  for  a pattern 
piece  that  is  not  known  to  exist.  A bit  of  white  metal,  which  melts 
at  a very  low  temperature,  was  poured  onto  a piece  of  paper  and 
the  die  was  squeezed  down  upon  the  dollop  of  semi-molten  metal. 
Some  of  the  paper  backing  is  still  present  and  appears  to  be  some 
sort  of  government  publication,  as  portions  of  the  words  “Sen- 
ate,” “consideration,”  and  “Mssrs”  can  be  made  out.  Splashers  are 
very  fragile  items  are  were  not  meant  to  last  the  test  of  time,  a fact 
which  explains  their  outright  rarity  today. 

Two  reverse  splashers  for  1870  pattern  coins  are  known,  both 
from  reverses  for  Standard  halfdollars,  neither  of  which  was  known 
to  Judd.  One  is  described  in  Appendix  A of  the  new  8th  edition  of 
Judd  asJ-A1870-2,  a reverse  impression  of  Judd-963  to  992  in 
identical  paper-backed  white  metal  that  has  been  broken  into  two 
pieces.  It  last  sold  in  Stack’s  March  1993  sale  as  Lot  2551  and  ap- 
parently was  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  (apparently  unbroken)  before 
that.  It  represents  an  impression  of  a die  known  to  have  been  used 
in  other  forms.  The  other  piece,  described  as  J-A187()-l  and  as 
Pollock-3386,  is  probably  the  present  piece,  described  in  Pollock 
as  coming  from  Kosoff  s 1958  ANA  Sale  (which  was  not  correct) 
and  Stephen  Nagy  before  that.  The  newjudd  book  cites  the  piece 
as  "Ex.  Stephen  K.  Nagy-unconfirmed.”  Nagy  was  a Philadelphia 
coin  dealer  with  extremely  close  ties  to  the  Mint  circa  1900. 

This  rare  splasher  deserves  a new  listing  in  future  editions  of 
Judd,  since  it  represents  a previously  unrecorded  die  that  appar- 
ently never  struck  a single  coin.  Its  desirability  rests  upon  its  rar- 
ity-the  only  other  splasher  from  1870  is  broken  in  two  pieces-and 
the  fact  that  a splasher  is  a tangible  connection  to  the  engraver  and 
the  creative  process  he  invests  into  creating  a die  and  its  eventual 
struck  products.  We  are  excited  to  be  the  first  to  describe  and  offer 
this  exciting  new  discovery. 

Choice  Proof  1870  Standard  Silver  50^;  Pattern 
Judd-964,  Low  Rarity-7 
The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


290  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-964,  P-IOOfl.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

iPCtfS).  r I’l.im  ciigi  1 li'.id  ot  I ibertv.  ‘ ap  with  two  stars 


obverse,  STANDARD  SILVER  oak  and  laurel  wreath  reverse. 
From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.’s  sale  of  the  Eliasberg 
Collection,  where  the  cataloguer  wrote  “Delicate  blue,  violet,  and 
golden  gray  iridescence";  the  toning  has  deepened  since  the  time 
of  that  sale  but  is  nonetheless  appealing  today.  One  of  just  five 
examples  of  Judd-964  certified  by  PCGS,  only  one  of  which  is 
finer  than  the  present  coin.  Another  rarity  that  will  have  pattern 
specialists  in  the  audience  (and  possibly  at  their  computers)  on  the 
edges  of  their  seats  as  the  intense  bidding  activity  whirls  about  them. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  I finer  (Proof-65). 

On  the  reverse,  the  I in  SILVER  and  the  1 in  the  date  both  display  promi- 
nent repunching,  the  I at  its  top  and  the  1 at  its  base. 

From  Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Company’s  sale  of  the  Gerald  Flnll  Collec- 
tion, November  1895,  part  of  Lot  792;  J.M.  Clapp;  Clapp  Estate,  1942 
to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  Part  I,  May  1996,  Lot  269. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1870  Standard  Silver  500 
Judd-987,  High  Rarity-6 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Specimen 
Pollock  Plate  Coin 


300  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-987,  P-1116.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-66 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Liberty  head  with  star  on  band 
obverse,  STANDARD  SILVER  oak  and  laurel  wreath  reverse.  The 
Pollock  reference  plate  coin  (figure  343).  An  impressively  beauti- 
ful cameo  (not  noted  on  holder)  Proof  with  frosty  motifs  and  deep 
mirror  fields  that  show  a warm  glow  of  deep  champagne  toning. 
The  beautiful  rendition  of  Liberty  is  seemingly  chiseled  from  a 
block  of  solid  silver  and  floating  in  a sea  of  brilliant  quicksilver, 
such  is  the  appeal  of  this  gem,  the  finest  of  eight  examples  ofjudd- 
987  certified  by  PCGS.  But  then  again,  what  would  anyone  ex- 
pect of  a coin  from  the  fabled  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  but 
one  that  nears  perfection  in  every  way  possible?  Simply  gorgeous, 
and  a lasting  tribute  to  the  trained  numismatic  eye  of  Harry  Bass. 
Here  is  your  opportunity  to  add  your  name  to  the  Terrell-Bass 
pedigree  listed  below. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Terrell  Collection,  May  1975, 
Lot  995,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  's  sale  of  the  Harr)'  IE 
Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  May  1999,  Lot  1209. 
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Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1872  “Amazonian”  50^ 
Silver,  Reeded  Edge 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


301  1872  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1200,  P-1340.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 

66  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A delightful  silver  gray  speci- 
men with  warm  golden  highlights  on  frosty  motifs  and  reflective 
fields.  A tiny  toning  spot  above  the  obverse  eagle’s  dexter  wing 
is  the  only  blemish  of  note,  and  we  mention  that,  of  course,  lor 
the  sake  of  accuracy.  Sharply  struck,  with  even  the  tiniest  ofWil- 
liam  Barber’s  design  details  sharp  and  crisp.  The  famous  “Ama- 
zonian” design,  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  pattern  issues  (in 
any  denomination),  and  one  that  never  tails  to  turn  heads  when  a 
specimen  comes  to  the  auction  arena.  The  latest  edition  of  the 
Judd  reference,  edited  by  Q,  David  Bowers,  cites  an  auction  ap- 
pearance of  an  example  ofJudd-1200  in  August,  1998  (Auctions 
by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  Lot  2072),  that  coin  a lovely  Proot- 
65  specimen.  Referring  to  William  Barber  in  that  catalogue, 
Bowers  noted  that  “The  Amazonian  obverse  by  William  Barber 
represents  the  high-water  mark  of  that  engraver’s  talent.  This 


issue  alone  elevates  him  to  the  pantheon  of  artists  in  the  coinage 
medium.”  High  praise  for  a coinage  design  from  Dave  Bowers, 
but  praise  that  is  certainly  due  the  artist.  Barber’s  Amazonian 
design  was  also  used  for  pattern  quarters  and  dollars  in  1872,  and 
the  acquisition  of  a set  of  Amazonians  has  been  the  more  than 
formidable  goal  of  many  a collector  from  the  late  19th  century 
right  up  to  the  present  day  in  the  21st  century.  The  present  gem 
specimen — the  finest  ofjust  four  examples  ofjudd-12()0  certi- 
fied by  NGC — will  make  a splendid  addition  to  any  set  of  silver 
Amazonian  patterns,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or  third  coin 
added  to  that  set! 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Repunching  is  seen  at  the  bases  ot  the  7 and  2 in  the  date. 

From  BouK'rs  atid  Ruddy  Galleries’  sale  of  the  William  R.  Sieck 
Colkctiion,  August  1981,  Lot  224;  earlier fnvii  the  same  firm’s  sale  oj  the 
Robert  E.  Brauigan  Estate,  1978. 
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303  1876  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1456,  P-1605.  Rarity-8.  Proof-64 

RD  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Die  trial  from  the  regular  dies 
of  the  date.  A deep  yet  bright  red  cameo,  though  such  is  not  noted 
on  the  holder.  Some  tiny  flecks  can  be  seen,  but  these  are  easily 
forgiven  when  one  considers  the  rarity  ofJudd-1456!  Only  tiiv  ex- 
amples are  currently  known,  and  only  one  of  those  is  in  a FCGS 
holder — the  present  coin!  The  strike  here  is  superb,  and  the  devices 
have  a heavily  textured  appearance  that  adds  immeasurably  to  the 
overall  cameo  effect.  Both  known  examples  are  pedigreed  to  Brand. 
Farouk  and  R.E.  Cox  by  Saul  Teichman.  We  find  only  one  offered 
in  the  1954  Farouk  sale  (part  of  Lot  1967)  which  also  included  “a 
copper  proof  of  a dime  struck  at  Charlotte  City”  The  Cox  collec- 
tion featured  some  of  the  finest  half  dollars  in  existence.  This  ex- 
ample is  the  uspatterns.com  plate  piece.  An  incredibly  rare  and  verv 
desirable  copper  trial  with  an  enviable  provenance. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Brand  and  Farouk  collections,  perhaps  offered  in  Sotherhy's 
sale  of  the  Palace  Collections  ofE_\(Ypt,  March  1954,  Lot  196~.  Stack's 
sale  of  the  R.E.  Cox,  Jr.  Collection,  .•\pril  1962. 


Brand-Farouk  Copper  1876  Half  Dollar  Pattern 
Judd-1456,  Rarity-8 
The  Only  Specimen  Certified  by  PCGS 


Beautiful  Cameo  Proof  1873  50^  in  Aluminum 
Judd-1273,  High  Rarity-7 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

302  1873  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1273,  P-1415.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 

66  Cameo  (NGC).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Die  trial  in  alu- 
minum from  regular  dies  of  date,  obverse  from  Closed  3,  No 
Arrows  die,  raised  die  lump  at  top  crossbar  of  7.  A gorgeous  bright 
silver  gr.iy  Proof  with  heavily  frosted  devices  and  deep  mirror 
fields,  a superb  specimen  from  an  estimated  population  for  the 
variety  ofjust  half  a dozen  pieces.  This  beauty  is  the  finest  ofjust 
three  examples  ofJ-1273  certified  by  NGC,  and  one  glance  will 
suffice  to  tell  you  why.  No  amount  of  hyperbole  on  our  part  will 
successfully  convey  the  overall  quality  of  the  present  coin  to  our 
readers,  so  we  will  simply  say  that  this  one  is  superb  in  every 
conceivable  w.iy! 

NCtC  Onius:  I;  none  finer.  Saul  Teichman’s  research,  published  at 
uspjtterns.coni  . has  found  that  only  three  or  four  pieces  are  known  in  total,  a 
fact  that  iiuphes  that  the  certification  tigures  include  some  resubmissions. 
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Choice  Proof  1877  “Morgan”  Half  Dollar 
Judd-1503,  High  Rarity-7 
Ex  Maris,  Garrett,  Fred  Specimen 
Probably  Unique  Die  Combination 


(2x  photo) 


304  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1503,  P-1664.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 

63  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  360° or  medal  die 
alignment.  Largely  brilliant  with  pale  champagne  highlights.  A 


special  rarity,  perhaps  a unique  die  pairing,  and  the  only  known 
example  of  the  pairing  .specifically  recorded  by  numismatists  since 
it  first  made  its  appearance  in  H.P.  Smith’s  sale  of  tlie  Dr.  Edward 
Maris  Collection  injune  1886.  Saul  Teichman,  noted  pattern  spe- 
cialist and  one  of  the  premier  contributors  to  the  recent  United 
Stales  Pattern  Coins,  edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  lists  four  examples 
of  the  second  head  style  on  his  website  (www.uspatterns.com), 
but  only  lists  one  of  the  first  style,  the  present  specimen.  In  the 
aforementioned  reference  there  are  two  obverse  die  varieties,  listed 
in  the  order  given  by  Andrew  W.  Bollock  Him  his  study.  United 
States  Pattern  Coins  and  Related  Issues:  “The  first  is  distinguished  by 
having  a wheat  tip  between  R and  I (PLURIBUS)  and  having  a 
curl  mostly  over  the  second  7 (1877).  The  second  has  the  wheat 
tip  touching  the  lower  part  of  the  R and  has  the  curl  centered  over 
the  left  edge  of  the  7.”  The  latter  description  is  that  of  the  variety 
offered  here.  On  his  website,  Saul  Teichman  gives  a different  or- 
der: “Although  listed  second  in  Pollock,  this  is  actually  the  first 
obverse  of  this  type.”  Judd-1503  in  and  of  itself  is  a great  rarity; 
NGC  has  certified  just  five  examples  designated  J-1503.  We  pre- 
sume that  the  other  four  graded  specimens  are  of  the  usual  head 
style  which  more  closely  resembles  the  finished  Morgan  dollar 
design  (see  notes  below).  Regardless  of  the  style  of  the  other  four, 
the  present  coin  is  the  only  example  ofJudd-1503  graded  as  “Ul- 
tra Cameo”  by  NGC.  For  the  record,  the  Pollock  reference  notes 
that  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  may  have  been  the  first  to  notice  the  differ- 
ences in  head  styles.  The  present  specimen  has  been  in  the  collec- 
tions ofDr.  Edward  Maris  and  that  of  the  Garrett  family-TheJohns 
Hopkins  University,  and  in  more  recent  times,  in  the  collection  of 
Rogers  M.  Fred,  Jr.  It  is  worth  to  noting  that  the  coin  has  been 
“curated”  in  recent  times,  and  the  years  of  toning  that  it  displayed 
at  one  time  (see  Fred:2274)  have  dissipated,  though  the  chiefly 
brilliant  specimen  that  is  today’s  coin  is  still  appealing  in  all  re- 
gards. The  rarity  and  provenance  of  this  incredibly  important  coin 
add  to  the  interest  of  this  famous  and  popular  Morgan  half  dollar 
type.  It  could  be  the  centerpiece  of  a well  formed  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 

For  photographic  reference,  page  220  of  the  newest  edition  of  the  Judd 
reference  illustrates  the  two  obverses.  The  present  obverse  is  illustrated  there 
under  judd-1504,  while  the  other  obverse  is  illustrated  under  judd-1503. 

From  H.P.  Smith’s  sale  of  the  Dr.  Edward  Maris  Collection,  June 
1886;  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  ’ sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  I, 
November  1979  Lot  381;  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  's  sale  of 
the  Rogers  M.  Fred  Collection,  November  1995,  Lot  2274. 
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305  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  J- 15 14,  P-1678.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 

66  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Designs  by  George  T.  Morgan. 
A dynamic  cameo  Proof  (though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  holder), 
a coin  with  intense  gold,  peach,  blue,  and  sea  green  iridescence 
that  springs  to  life  when  the  coin  is  twirled  in  a bright  light  source. 
Morgan’s  representation  of  Liberty,  essentially  as  chosen  for  the 
dollars  of  the  following  year,  appears  in  a beaded  circle  on  the  ob- 


verse, while  his  stylish  (if  somewhat  Teutonic)  eagle  dominates 
the  reverse  design.  The  finest  NGC-certified  example  of  the  type 
within  the  Proof  designation,  and  one  of  just  six  specimens  certi- 
fied in  any  designation  by  that  firm.  Rare,  impressive,  desirable, 
and  with  one  solid  bid,  yours! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  desigrution. 


Important  1877  Pattern  “Morgan”  Half  Dollar 

Judd-1514,  Low  Rarity-7 


AMI  KK'AN  NUMISMA  I K’  RAKI  ITES 


The  Classics  Sale 


Important  1877  Pattern  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

Barber’s  Helmeted  Liberty  Head,  Small  Heraldic  Eagle  Design 

Judd-1528,  High  Rarity-7 

The  Only  Specimen  Certified  by  PCGS  - Ex  Farouk,  Gaston  DiBello  Collections 


306  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1528,  P-1696.  Rarity7+.  Proof-65 

Cameo  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Barber’s  Helmeted  Lib- 
erty Head  obverse,  Small  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Deep  gold  and 
champagne  toning  on  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  A splendid 
gem  cameo  Proof  example  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  pat- 
tern half  dollar  series;  the  present  coin  is  one  ofjust  four  examples 
known  ofJ-1528,  and  the  only  example  of  the  variety  certified  by 
PCGS  ifi  any  j^radc!  The  obverse  design,  a helmeted  head  ot  Lib- 
erty to  left  (used  in  five  other  pattern  die  combinations),  is  sharp 
and  crisp  including  virtually  all  the  fine  details  of  the  defiant  eagle 
that  adorns  the  helmet.  The  only  hint  of  obverse  weakness  is  at  the 
precise  center  of  the  com  where  a touch  of  lightness  is  seen  m the 
eagle’s  talons  and  the  curls  of  Liberty’s  hair  directly  below.  (Also 
of  interest,  the  1 in  the  date  displays  the  distinct  remnants  ot  a 
previously  punched  1 in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  base  of  that 
numeral.)  On  the  reverse  (which  also  saw  use  in  five  other  pattern 
die  combinations)  the  small  and  somewhat  squat  Heraldic  eagle  is 


sharp  and  clear  in  all  details,  with  some  lightness  that  barely  smooths 
the  talon  rings  on  the  eagle’s  dexter  claw  the  only  shortcoming  ot 
note  where  strike  is  concerned.  (One  can  easily  imagine  William 
Barber’s  eagle  design  on  the  present  coin  slowly  transforming  to 
the  eagle  on  the  reverse  of  the  regular-issue  quarters  and  halt  dol- 
lars of  1892-1915/16  as  designed  by  his  son,  Charles  Barber.)  As 
for  its  elusive  nature,  J-1528  is  not  included  in  the  holdings  ot  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  or  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  (though  one  of  the  four  speci- 
mens IS  impounded  in  the  Bass  Foundation  Collection).  This  splen- 
did example  of  a famed  and  distinctive  rarity,  once  a focal  point  ot 
the  cabinets  of  King  Farouk  and  Gaston  DiBello,  will  likewise  high- 
light your  cabinet. 

PCGS  Populition:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Sotlichy’s  sale  of  the  Palace  Collections  of  Ft’ypI,  hehrnary  1954, 
Lot  1974;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Gaston  DiBello  Collection.  May  1970,  Lot 
392;  Robert  Hnt’hes’  sale  of  the  Byron  Johnson  Collection,  January  1979. 
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Gem  Proof  1877  Pattern  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

Judd-1535,  Rarity-8 

Finest  of  Three  Graded  by  PCGS  - The  Maris-Garrett  Specimen 
Newest  Edition  Judd  Book  Plate  Coin 


307  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1535,  P-1703.  Rarity-8.  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Design  by  William  Barber.  Me- 
dium silver  gray  with  bursts  of  golden  iridescence  on  the  obverse 
and  rich  electric  blue  on  the  reverse.  The  devices  are  frosted  and 
the  fields  mirrored,  the  end  result  is  a cameo  of  stark  contrast, 
though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  holder.  An  “overdate”  of  sorts, 
possibly  unmeiitioned  m the  literature  before  now  (see  note  be- 
low). This  specimen  is  the  plate  coin  for  the  variety  in  the  latest 
edition  of  the  Judd  reference.  A splendid  gem  example  of  a variety 
that  was  deemed  "possibly  unique”  in  Part  1 of  the  Garrett  Collec- 
tion (Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  November  1979,  Lot  391), 
though  today  three  specimens  are  known.  The  present  coin,  once 
m the  collection  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris  (of  New  jersey  copper  fame, 
among  other  disciplines),  and  later  m the  Garrett  Family  holdings, 
has  maintained  its  original  color,  even  deepening  in  the  years  since 


its  appearance  in  the  Garrett  sale.  The  finest  ofjust  three  specimens 
known,  one  of  which  is  impounded  in  the  Byron  Reed  Collection 
in  Omaha.  The  only  other  known  example  in  private  hands  is  a 
mere  Proof-60  (PCGS).  An  exciting  opportunity  for  pattern  spe- 
cialists at  all  levels,  a coin  that  may  not  be  seen  again  for  some  time 
once  absorbed  into  a pattern  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Cunousl)  enough,  the  present  pattern  half  dollar  variety,  Judd-1 53.S,  is  an 
overdate  of  sorts.  A glance  at  the  date  numerals  shows  a 1 boldly  punched  into 
the  die.  protruding  from  the  upper  side  of  the  8 in  the  date,  leaving  the  impres- 
sion of  an  1877  date  over  an  1177  date! 

From  FI.P.  Smith’s  sale  of  the  Maris  Collection,  June  1886;  Boii-ers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  I,  Souemk’r 
1979,  Lot  .191;  later  offered  in  Superior’s  session  of  Auction  '89,  Lot 
626;  Superior's  sale  of  July  2003. 
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Famous  “Sailor  Head”  1876  $1  Copper  Pattern 

Judd-1458a,  High  Rarity-7 


(2x  photo) 


308  1876  pattern  dollar.  J-1458a,  P-1607.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  RB 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Barber’s  “Sailor  Head”  of  Lib- 
erty obverse,  date  below,  no  stars,  reverse  laurel  wreath  and  de- 
nomination design.  Medium  chestnut  brown  with  fiery  red  high- 
lights in  the  design  recesses.  Three  noticeable  flecks  seen  on  the 
obverse,  some  tiny  scattered  flecks  are  seen  on  the  reverse  when 
viewed  under  low  magnification.  The  jauntily  askew  tiara  atop 
Liberty’s  head  and  the  ribbon  at  her  neck  visually  imply  a nautical 
motif  that  no  doubt  prompted  this  variety’s  “Sailor  Head”  appel- 
lation. A greatly  prized  rarity  in  the  series;  the  last  public  appear- 
ance ofJudd-1458a  we  have  recorded  was  in  1995.  One  of  just 
three  examples  ofJ-1458a  certified  by  PCGS,  a testimony  to  the 
rarity  of  the  variety.  Teichman  lists  “only  four  or  live  known”  in- 
cluding a silver  plated  specimen.  An  extremely  rare  variety  and  an 
unusually  important  opportunity  for  the  pattern  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-66  RB). 


Popular  1878  Morgan  Dollar  Pattern 
Judd-1550a,  Low  Rarity-6 


309  1878  pattern  dollar.  J-1550a,  P-1723.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-62 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Obverse  essentially  as  adopted  for 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date,  reverse  also  similar  save  for  differ- 
ence in  leaf  count.  Deep  slate  iridescence  on  golden  gray  surfaces. 
A pleasing  example  of  a popular  variety,  one  that  holds  as  much 
charm  for  pattern  collectors  as  it  does  for  Morgan  dollar  enthusi- 
asts. Indeed,  J-155()a  is  in  the  same  style  as  the  1877  Morgan  half 
dollars,J-1508  and  1509.  Surprisingly,  only  six  examples  ofj-1550a 
have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC,  the  finest  of  those  Proof-65.  As 
noted,  pattern  collectors  must  take  heed  when  bidding  on  this  lot, 
as  no  doubt  many  a Morgan  dollar  enthusiast  will  make  their  pres- 
ence felt  during  the  bidding  action. 

NGC  Census:  1;  6 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 
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The  Classic:s  Sale 


e.4 


Rare  1879  Goloid  Metric  Dollar  in  Copper 

Judd-1623,  Low  Rarity-7 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS  in  Any  Color  Designation 
The  Harry  Bass  Coin 


(2.x  photo) 

310  1879  pattern  dollar.  J- 1623,  P-1819.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-67  RB 

(PCGS).  Copper.  lt.eeded  edite.  Morgan’s  austere  portrait  of  Lib- 
ert\-  with  hair  in  tight  bun,  ribbon  in  hair,  reverse  with  metric  tne- 
t.ilhe  contents  m wreath.  Fiery  rose-red  with  iridescent  electric  blue 
and  \nolet  toning  highlights.  The  present  coin,  the  Harry  W.  Bass, 
Jr.  specimen,  is  the  finest  ofjust  five  examples  ofJ-1623  certified  by 
P(  ( IS  in  any  etilor  designation  ( 1 larry  Bass  sure  knew  how  to  pick 
them!).  Possibly  the  finest  known  specimen  of  the  dozen  or  so  known 
e -.imples,  a superb  pattern  dollar  to  add  to  your  cabinet. 

I'l  : iX  (’iipulatiiin:  I.  mine  finer  in  any  clesiipunon. 
t r-.  m liicfiiii/.i  hy  tioiirrs  and  Mcrnia,  liii.  ’<  sale  of  the  Harry  IE 
Ha  , fr.  ( .alli  'ian.  May  /9V9,  Lot  Hiiniiased  hy  Mr.  Hass  e>n 

May  E /9~t  fram  Hrinton  I.  .Schorer. 


Copper  1879  Goloid  Metric  Dollar  Rarity 
Judd-1628,  Low  Rarity-7 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC  in  Any  Color  Designation 
Ex  Genaitis,  Bass 


(2x  plioto) 

311  1879  pattern  dollar.  J-1628,  P-1824.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-67  RB 

(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  William  Barber’s  Liberty  Head 
(as  on  J-1563  of  1878),  circle  of  stars  metric  reverse.  Deep  car- 
mine and  chestnut  red  with  wisps  of  electric  blue  iridescence. 
Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  Liberty’s  portrait,  with  complete  de- 
tails present,  even  at  the  highest  design  points.  Examples  ofj-1628 
have  made  an  appearance  in  significant  auctions  only  five  times  in 
the  past  13  years,  underscoring  the  rarity  of  the  issue  in  a big  wav. 
Eight  examples  ofj- 1628  have  been  graded  by  NGC,  ofwhich  the 
present  coin  is  the  finest  example  certified  in  any  color  designa- 
tion. (Regarding  certification  ofJ-1628,  especially’  this  particular 
specimen,  the  Genaitis  catalogue  reveals  that  this  coin  has  been 
submitted  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  PCGS.  thus  hopelessly 
skewing  the  true  population — and  hence  true  raritv — of  the  vari- 
ety unless  PC(iS  has  removed  the  "extras  ” from  their  reports!! 

Populations  aside,  this  is  a rarity  no  matter  how  vou  interpret 
the  .ivailable  information,  with  only  about  a dozen  know  n in  total, 
and  perhaps  none  finer  than  this. 

N(.(  i i-iisiis  I.  none  finer  sMitiin  ,iii\  ileMnii.ition 
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From  Hcritiii^c’s sale  qt  the  Geiiailis  Collection,  Anqnst  200 1 , Lot  8409; 
Auctions  hy  Homers  ami  Mcreiia,  Inc.’s  sale  of  the  Harry  IL  Bass,  Jr.  Col- 
lection, Part  I,  .May  1999,  Lot  1298.  Purchased  by  Bass  from  the  Goliad 
Corp.  (Mike  Brownlee) , October. W,  1972;  previously  from  Mai  Varner. 


Choice  Proof  Copper  1872  Commercial  $1 
Judd-1216,  Low  Rarity-7 


(2x  photo) 

312  1872  pattern  commercial  dollar.  J-1216,  P-1357.  Rarity-7-. 

Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Barber’s  adapta- 
tion of  Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  design  on  obverse,  wreath  with 
COMMERCIAL  DOLLAR  within  on  reverse.  Deep  gold  on  the 
obverse  with  rich  blue  and  rose  highlights,  deep  brown  and  blue  on 
the  reverse.  One  ofjust  six  examples  ofJ-1216  certified  by  PCGS, 
only  one  of  which  has  received  a finer  grade  from  that  organization. 
A sharp  and  appealing  example  of  this  prized  rarity,  a coin  that  would 
do  justice  to  any  pattern  dollar  (or  other)  collection. 

I’CGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (l’roof-6.S  Rli) 


Rare  Silver  1873  Trade  $1  Pattern  by  Barber 
Judd-1277,  Low  Rarity-7 

The  Only  Specimen  of  the  Variety  Certified  by  NGC 


313  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1277,  P-1419.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 

64  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  William  Barber’s  tall  and  stately 
coronet  head  of  Liberty  on  obverse,  wreath  with  trade  dollar  de- 
nomination on  reverse.  Open  3 in  date,  perhaps  pointing  to  an 
origin  later  in  the  year.  Deep  steel  gray  in  the  fields  with  lustrous, 
satiny  silver  gray  devices  at  the  centers;  splashes  of  vibrant  electric 
blue  add  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal  of  this  gem  trade  dollar  pat- 
tern. The  present  coin  is  the  only  example  ofJ-1277  certified  by 
NGC,  and  one  of  only  about  half  a dozen  discovered  in  Saul 
Teichman’s  pattern  research.  The  new  owner  of  this  specimen  will 
possess  both  the  finest  and  only ]-l277  graded  by  NGC! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1873  Trade  $1  Pattern 


Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


314  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1310,  P-1453.  Rarity-4.  Proof- 

64  Cameo  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Designs  by  William 
Barber  (head  of  Liberty  after  Longacre’s  three-dollar  gold  design). 
Rich,  sultry  golden  gray  with  vibrant  golden  iridescence  on  the 
frosty  motifs  and  deep  halos  of  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  Among 
the  finest  of  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  variety  certified  by  NGC 
in  all  designations,  none  of which  are  graded  finer  than  the  present 
piece.  An  ever-popular  pattern  variety  that  is  surprisingly  as  af- 
fordable as  a more  common  Proof  Morgan  dollar  in  the  same  grade, 
making  this  a great  “entry  level  " pattern  issue  for  anyone  consid- 
ering assembling  a pattern  collection. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  vvitliin  any  designation. 
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Bailly’s  Liberty  Seated  1873  Trade  SI  Pattern 

Gem  Cameo  Proof 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC  Within  the  Designation 


(2x  photo) 


315  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1315,  P-1458.  Rarity-4.  Proof- 

66  Cameo  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  J. A.  Uailly's  depiction 
of  Liberrs'  on  the  obverse,  Open  3 in  date,  “stocky  ” eagle  on  re- 
verse Bright  and  lustrous  with  frosrv'  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  A 
delightful  gem  specimen  of  what  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  rep- 
re>entatii)ns  of  l.iberrv'  to  grace  a pattern,  at  least  to  the  present 
writer.  B.iilly's  Liberty  appears  to  be  youthful  and  determined, 
unlike  manv  other  depictions  ol  Liberty  during  the  era  that  appear 
t(.  be  older  and  timeworn,  perhaps  even  haggard,  from  the  long 
r d hirsh  dictate,  of  American  history.  Be  that  as  it  may.  Bailly's 
iir;;:  is  of  superb  quality  and  appearance.  Not  rare  c'Rarity-4  as 
‘ d but  till  desir.ible,  espei  lallv  .o  when  found  in  such  a lovely 
- - ofj,,,,  . r-.ition 


NC'iC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Joseph  Ale.\is  Badly  (1825-1883)  worked  occasionally  as  an  assistant  to 
Charles  E.  Barber,  son  of  William  Barber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint,  while  the 
younger  Barber  was  subordinate  to  his  father  on  the  Mint  staff 


Very  Rare  1874  Copper  Trade  Dollar  Pattern 

Judd-1363,  Rarity-8! 


(2.\  photo) 


316  1874  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1363,  P-1508.  Rarity-8.  Proof- 

64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Hie  trial  from  regular  dies 
of  the  date.  Medium  brown  with  heavy-  underlying  red  brilliance. 
Some  faint,  small  flecks  make  their  presence  known  under  low 
magnihed  scrutiny,  but  the  overall  appeal  is  substantial  for  the  as- 
signed grade.  The  motifs  are  lightly  frosted  and  the  fields  are  rea- 
sonably reHective,  a modest  cameo  the  end  result  of  the  combined 
aesthetics.  A well-known  and  highlv  prized  raritv  among  pattern 
trade  dollars,  and  one  otjust  rwo  specimens  of  1-1 3*'.'  the  present 
com.  ,ind  one  called  l*root-<)3  BN  bv  I’CtiS  I he  Sth  edition  ol 
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Judd  notes  a coin  offered  by  Bowers  and  Mercna  in  September 
1988  (Proot-6()  BN)  as  the  last  recorded  sale — though  that  cata- 
logue includes  no  specimen  that  we  can  find.  In  any  case,  copper 
strikes  trom  these  regular  issue  trade  dollars  dies  are  extremely  rare, 
equally  desirable,  and  appear  very  rarely  indeed. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Barber’s  Famous  “Liberty  at  the  Seashore” 
1875  Trade  $1  Rarity 
Judd- 1427,  High  Rarity-7 
Gem  Proof,  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

317  1875  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1427,  P-1570.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 

67  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Barber’s  famous  Seated 
“Liberty  at  the  Seashore”  obverse,  regular  reverse  die  for  trade 
dollars  of  the  date.  Deep  and  vibrant  orange-red  surfaces  show 


rich  rose  highlights.  A spectacular  gem  in  all  respects,  finer  by  a 
long  shot  than  any  of  the  five  specimens  ofj-1427  currently  certi- 
fied by  third-party  grading  services,  including  the  delightful  Froof- 
64  RD  NGC-certified  example  we  offered  in  our  September  2003 
auction  sale.  As  noted  there,  the  Bass,  Fred,  and  Turoff  collec- 
tions (each  a landmark  pattern  sale  in  its  own  right)  were  all  lack- 
ing an  example  ofj-1427!  One  ofjust  three  examples  of  the  vari- 
ety certified  by  NGC  in  any  grade.  The  present  specimen  is  as 
beautiful  as  it  is  rare,  and  that  statement  practically  says  it  all.  We 
suspect  that  some  very  serious  “players”  will  make  the  acquisition 
of  this  finest-known  gem  Proof  pattern  Liberty  at  the  Seashore 
dollar  in  copper  a matter  of  high  priority  when  their  individual 
bidding  strategy  is  formulated. 

NGC  Census;  1;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


Gem  Proof  1865  Gold  $1  in  Copper 
Judd-438,  Low  Rarity-7 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


318  1865  pattern  gold  dollar.  J-438,  P-511.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Die  trial  from  regular  dies  of 
the  date.  Deep  underlying  rose-red  with  splashes  of  carmine  and 
tan.  Highly  reflective  in  the  fields,  lightly  frosted  on  the  devices. 
One  of  only  four  examples  ofJ-438  graded  by  PCGS  in  any  color 
(BN,  PJ3,  and  RD),  and  the  finest  certified  by  that  organization 
in  any  color  designation!  Sharp  and  appealing  with  intensely  re- 
flective fields  and  lightly  textured  devices.  What  better  way  to 
enhance  your  pattern  (or  gold  dollar)  collection  than  with  a “gold" 
dollar  struck  in  copper! 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Gilt  Copper  1857  Quarter  Eagle 

Judd-189,  Rarity-7 


(2.x  photo) 

319  1857  pattern  quarter  eagle.  J-189  Gilt,  P-226.  Rarity-7.  Proof- 

60.  Copper,  gilt.  Reeded  edge.  38.4  grains.  Low  Date  variety.  Lus- 
trous yellow  gold  gilt  on  a copper  planchet,  a fine  “dainty”  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint’s  repertoire.  Obverse  head  of  Liberty  essentially 
a twin  to  that  used  on  the  nickel  three-cents  issues  of  1 865  and  later, 
with  a stylized  eagle  (reminiscent  of  the  style  encountered  on  cer- 
tain California  Small  Denomination  gold  issues)  on  the  reverse.  The 
applied  gold  coating  is  crumbling  among  the  edge  reeds,  and  a small 
reverse  scratch  runs  from  the  rim  at  5:00  diagonally  upward  to  the 
eagle’s  tail  feathers;  these  blemishes  no  doubt  account  for  the  as- 
signed grade.  A rarity  that  will  see  spirited  bidding  competition  de- 
spite its  few  minor  flaws;  one  glance  at  the  present  coin  will  con- 
vince you  that,  after  all,  grades  aren’t  everything! 

As  editor  Dave  Bowers  noted  m the  latest  edition  of  the  Judd  reference, 
"All  patterns  dated  1S57  range  from  rare  to  unobtainable,  although  with  some 
patience  a few  representative  pieces  may  be  obtained.” 

Rare  Copper  1860  Pattern  Quarter  Eagle 
Judd-270,  Low  Rarity-7 
Dual-Dated  Rarity 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

320  1860  pattern  quarter  eagle.  J-270,  P-318.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 

64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Obverse  from  1857-dated 
die  used  to  com  J- 1 86  cents  and  J-189  S2.50  (very  similar  in  style 
to  head  of  l iberty  on  the  circulating  nickel  thrce-cent  pieces  of 
1865-89).  reverse  with  denomination  and  date,  186(1,  within 
wreath.  Glossy  deep  tan  with  some  golden  brown  highlights  in 
the  protected  areas,  and  with  a few  scattered,  tiny  flecks  noted  for 
accuracy.  A thoroughly  satisfactory  gem  in  all  regards,  and  one  of 
only  three  examples  of  (-27(1  certified  by  I’CGS  (all  called  I’roof- 
64  BN,  by  the  way),  [ust  a hairline  or  two  from  a gem  classifica- 
rinti,  IS  bidding  activity  on  the  lot  will  no  doubt  prove. 
p(  ( .S  P<  •piil.ition  V noiu*  finer  in  jiiv  •leMgn.ition 


Gilt  Nickel  1866  S3  Pattern 

Judd-543,  High  Rarity-7 


321  1866  pattern  $3  gold.  J-543  Gilt,  P-608.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-62. 

Nickel,  gilt.  Reeded  edge.  57.3  grains.  From  Longacre’s  dies  for  the 
regular  issue  S3  gold  coins  of  the  date.  Lustrous  olive  gold  with  some 
faint  brush  marks  from  an  apparent  old,  light  cleaning;  present  but 
not  overly  distracting,  and  mentioned  solely  for  accuracy.  Some 
granularity,  no  doubt  in  the  planchet  when  struck,  can  be  seen  at 
the  centers  of  this  rare  piece  when  low  magnification  is  used.  Ed- 
ward Cogan’s  sale  of  September  1869  offered  an  example  of  the 
variety,  proof  that  patterns  of  the  era  were  already  being  sold  in  a 
third-party  manner  nearly  as  quickly  as  the  Mint  could  turn  them 
out.  Another  great  prize  that  will  at  once  delight  and  entice  poten- 
tial bidders — Judd-543  is  elusive  enough  that  alert  bidders  should 
easily  overlook  any  small  shortcomings  that  are  noted  while  exam- 
ining the  coin.  Of  the  halt  dozen  or  so  known,  three  are  perma- 
nently impounded  in  institutional  collections  (two  in  the 
Smithsonian  and  one  in  the  Byron  Reed  Collection  in  Omaha), 
making  this  offering  even  more  important  to  advanced  collectors. 

Rare  Aluminum  1869  $3  Pattern 
Judd-773,  Low  Rarity-7 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

322  1869  pattern  S3  gold.  J-773,  P-858.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  Ul- 

tra Cameo  (NGC).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Die  trial  from 
regular  dies  of  the  date.  Bright  silver  mirrors  support  frosrv  silver 
gray  motifs.  Coined  at  a time  when  aluminum  was  nearly  as  pre- 
cious as  gold!  One  of  just  tour  examples  of  (-773  graded  bv  NCR', 
the  finest  of  those  tour,  and  the  only  specimen  to  receive  the  LR- 
TRA  C.AMEO  designation  from  that  firm;  perhaps  onlv  sev  en  s’r 
eight  examples  of  the  variety  are  known  all  told  Bid  liber.illv  .uul 
adil  this  aluminum  S3  “gold  ” piece  to  vour  colleetu'n  now.  tor 
who  knows  when  you’ll  see  .mother  ot  its  kind  (>r  qu.ilnv 
Ntit  ( oiisin  I.  iiniu  liiu'r  wiihm  .iii\  iliMpiuiixn 
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Gem  Proof  Copper  1872  Pattern  $5  Rarity 

Judd-1241,  Low  Rarity-7 


(2x  photo) 


323  1872  pattern  half  eagle.  J-1241,  P-1383.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Barber’s  Liberty  Head  to  left 
on  obverse,  copious  curls  behind  her  head,  reverse  with  standing 
eagle  and  shield  motif  Glossy  chocolate  brown  with  nice  lustre, 
sharply  struck  and  with  strong  eye  appeal.  The  present  coin  is  one 
of  only  four  examples  ofJ-1241  certified  by  NGC,  and  is  tied  for 
finest  certified  by  that  organization  in  any  color  designation!  Half 
eagles  in  copper?  We  have  one  here  but  we  suspect  it  will  rush  off 
to  a new  collection  shortly  after  the  hammer  drops  on  this  lot. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Pattern  1862  Eagle  in  Copper 

Judd-297,  Low  Rarity-6 


324  1862  pattern  eagle.  J-297,  P-355.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Obverse  of  regular  issue  eagle  ot 
the  date,  reverse  as  the  regular  issue  but  with  GOD  OUR  TRUST 
on  scroll  above  eagle  (die  also  used  on  1861  patterns).  Deep  golden 
tan  with  some  olive  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Sharp  and  appealing 
in  details  and  overall  aesthetics,  and  worth  a premium  bid.  Only 
four  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS  within  the  color  designation. 

PCGS  Population;  9;  4 finer  within  the  BN  designation. 


Gilt  Aluminum  1869  Eagle  Pattern 

Judd  -782,  High  Rarity-7 


325  1869  pattern  eagle.  J-782  Gilt,  P-867.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63. 

Aluminum,  gilt.  Reeded  edge.  49.3  grains.  From  the  standard  dies 


ot  the  regular-issue  eagles  of  the  era.  Deep  honey  gold  with  bold 
yellow  highlights.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  deceptively  light  in 
weight — one  expects  the  heft  of  a gold  eagle  when  the  piece  is 
picked  up  for  examination!  The  grand  total  known  of  this  Judd 
number  is  about  six,  of  which  we  know  of  no  others  that  are  gilt. 
An  exciting  opportunity  to  add  a very  rare  high-denommation 
pattern  to  your  cabinet. 


Gilt  Copper  1859  $20  Pattern  by  Paquet 
Judd-257,  High  Rarity-6 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

326  1859  pattern  double  eagle.  J-257,  P-305.  Rarity-6+.  Proof- 

64  (NGC).  Gilt  copper.  Reeded  edge.  Stern-vis.aged  seated  Lib- 
erty obverse  by  Paquet  (whose  most  fitnous  contribution  to 
America's  coinage  is  the  tamous  Paquet  reverse  S2()s  ot  1861  and 
1861-S),  heavy  wreath  reverse  also  by  Paquet.  Lustrous  honey  gold 
with  warm  olive  highlights.  A sharp  and  appealing  specimen  of 
Anthony  Paquet's  seated  Liberty  design,  here  gold  gilt  on  copper, 
no  date  on  obverse  (though  " 1 859  in  very  small  numerals"  is  called 
for  in  the  Judd  reference);  his  "heavy  wreath"  reverse  on  the  present 
design  rs  pe  smacks  of  mid- 19th  century  American  art  and  archi- 


americ:an  numismatic:  rarities 


The  Classics  Sale 


■^1) 


tecture.  One  of  three  examples  ofJ-257  called  Proof-64  by  NGC, 
with  none  tmer  (by  the  way,  one  of  those  three  specimens  is  the 
John  Jay  Pittman  coin).  A pleasing  way  to  obtain  a “Paquet  double 
eagle  ’ without  having  to  stretch  for  the  famous  gold  regular-issue 
rarities  of  1861  or  1861-S. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Rare  Pattern  1867  Double  Eagle 

Judd-604  in  Copper,  High  Rarity-7 

The  Finest  Graded  bv  PCGS 
* 


(2.\  photo) 


327  1867  pattern  double  eagle.  J-604,  P-669.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 

65  RB  (PCGS)  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  From  the  regular-issue 
dies  of  the  date  and  denomination.  Medium  rose-brown  with  rich 
underlying  red  brilliance  on  both  sides,  especially  so  on  the  re- 
verse where  red  is  the  dominant  color.  One  of  only  six  or  so  speci- 
mens ofJ-604  currently  found  to  exist,  and  the  finest  ofjust  three 
: ertified  by  PCGS  (the  other  two  are  graded  Proof-61  BN,  and 
Prnof-65  BN— to  date,  no  RO  specimens  are  known).  Two  are 
thought  to  reside  m the  Iowa  State  Historical  Department.  A rar- 
ity that  may  see  bidding  from  double  eagle  collectors  as  well  as 
pattern  ip*  ' lalists,  so  plan  accordingly. 

p(  = . , 1,  none  hnrr  in  4mv  JcMgiutinn 


An  Extitaoi^dinary  Offering  of  Two 
Martha  Washingtctn  Trial  Pieces 

The  Martha  Washington  dies  were  created  in  1965  by  two  little- 
known  Mint  engravers.  The  obverse,  depicting  Martha  Washington 
with  the  legend  VIRGINIA  1759,  was  accomplished  by  Edward  R. 
Grove,  while  the  reverse  was  the  brainchild  ofPhilip  Fowler  and  show'ed 
the  Washington  family  home  at  Mount  Vernon  with  an  appropriate 
legend.  The  initial  use  of  these  experimental  dies  was  to  test  the  first 
clad  alloy  ever  put  into  use  for  U.S.  coinage,  the  cupronickel  sandwich 
material  which  replaced  silver  in  dimes  and  quarters  in  1965  and  was 
put  into  use  in  half  dollars  in  1970.  Until  recently,  the  only  known 
specimens  of  the  Martha  Washington  strikes  were  in  two  separate  sets 
of  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  patterns  struck  in  1965  and  encased  in 
massive  Lucite  blocks.  The  two  sets,  held  at  the  National  Numismatic 
Collection  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  contain  three  specimens  of 
each  denomination  in  order  to  show  each  side  and  the  edge.  President 
Lyndon  Johnson  commented  on  these  precise  sets  at  the  signing  cer- 
emony for  the  Coinage  Act  of  1965,  saying 

My  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Joe  Fowler,  is  a little  stingy  about  making 
samples,  but  I have  some  here.  Joe  made  sure  that  I wouldn't  put  them  in 
my  pocket  by  sending  them  over  here  in  plastic.  Actually,  no  new  coins  can 
be  minted  until  this  bill  is  signed.  So  these  strikes,  as  they  are  called,  are 
coins  that  we  will  never  use.  On  one  side  is  our  First  lady,  Martha  Washing- 
ton. On  the  other,  a replica  of  Mount  Vernon.  [Source:  uspatterns.com, 
Roger  Burdette] 

The  Martha  Washington  patterns  represent  a unique  circumstance 
m American  numismatic  history-a  design  created  especially  for  in- 
ternal testing.  They  were  not  created  as  delicacies  for  collectors,  nor 
potential  new  designs  for  circulating  coinages,  but  only  as  a step  in 
the  evolution  from  concept  to  coin.  Their  importance  is  not  dimin- 
ished by  their  age  (or  lack  thereof)  any  more  than  their  rarity  is  di- 
minished by  the  fact  that  the  design  has  been  used  on  several  differ- 
ent denominations.  Today,  few  Martha  Washington  experimental 
strikes  are  known  in  private  hands-perhaps  eight  to  10  pieces  repre- 
senting five  different  denominations.  A Martha  Washington  dime 
sold  for  over  $51,000  in  the  2003  ANA  Sale,  two  quarters  are  re- 
ported in  private  hands,  a half  dollar  trial  on  a quarter  planchet  was 
sold  at  auction  a few  years  ago,  and  an  unusual  dime  trial  on  a post- 
1982  cent  planchet  and  a single  Martha  Washington  cent  are  known 
in  copper.  The  half  dollar  trial  on  a half  dollar  planchet  is  unique 
outside  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  apparently  unique  in  this 
composition.  The  “golden  dollar”  trial  appears  to  be  one  of  two  re- 
ported in  private  hands,  based  upon  the  unconfirmed  report  of  an- 
other specimen.  The  Mint  has  gone  on  record  as  being  uninterested 
in  recovery  of  Martha  Washington  strikes:  in  a recent  Coin  IVorid 
article  on  this  coin,  the  Mint’s  chief  legal  counsel  stated  “they’re  not 
coins.  They  carry  no  denomination.  As  far  as  the  Mint  is  concerned, 
they  have  no  value  other  than  the  metal.”  Based  upon  past  auction 
results  and  the  enormous  publicity  these  pieces  have  received  in  the 
last  several  months  in  the  numismatic  press,  we  stronglv  suspect  the 
collecting  public  will  come  to  a different  conclusion. 
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Exciting  Martha  Washington  Half  Dollar  Pattern 
Struck  on  Clad  Half  Dollar  Planchet 
Extremely  Rare  or  Perhaps  Unique 


328  “1759”  Martha  Washington  half  dollar  trial.  J-2132  (?),  P- 

2083.  Rarity-8.  MS-63  (NGC).  11  .23  grams,  A recent  discovery 
and  an  exciting  addition  to  our  sale.  Bold  lustre  on  silver  gray  sur- 
faces, some  subtle  deeper  gray  toning  at  obverse  periphery  and 
around  central  obverse  device.  The  obverse  is  very  choice  in  ap- 
pearance, with  only  a tiny  diagonal  nick  below  the  fold  ot  Martha’s 
lips  and  some  very  minor  nicks  that  appear  to  have  been  inherent  in 
the  planchet  and  not  sufficiently  obliterated  by  striking  pressure  just 
inside  the  rims.  A tiny  struck-through  is  noted  at  the  end  ot  the 
bottom  stroke  of  the  5 in  the  date,  significant  flowlines  radiating 
out  from  center  are  present  and  appear  distinctive  from  those  found 
on  typical  cupro-nickel  clad  half  dollars  to  our  eyes.  The  reverse 
shows  the  same  flowlines,  several  light  abrasions  and  faint  scratches 
are  noted  at  central  reverse  above  Mount  Vernon.  The  edge  reeding 
is  exceptionally  sharp,  with  clad  bands  of  copper  and  nickel  color  of 
precisely  even  width,  the  copper  accounting  for  perhaps  75%  of  the 
width  of  the  edge.  The  strike  is  bold  and  the  detail  is  superb-this  is 
the  largest  format  known  of  the  fascinating  Martha  Washington  de- 
sign and  thus  the  finest  canvas  upon  which  to  see  its  details.  The 
reverse  shows  exceptionally  strong  clash  marks,  three  separate  ones 
that  are  separated  by  a hair’s  width,  with  the  profile  ot  Martha  and 
W of  WASHINGTON  clear  to  the  naked  eye. 

Before  the  recent  discovery  of  this  specimen,  only  one  other 
strike  from  half  dollar  dies  bearing  the  Martha  Washington  design 
was  known  in  private  hands,  an  unusual  trial  struck  on  a clad  quar- 


ter planchet.  Sold  by  Heritage  in  early  2003,  the  piece  appears  to 
have  been  struck  by  the  same  clashed  reverse  die,  but  that  piece 
showed  heavy  obverse  clashing  that  this  piece  does  not.  leading  us 
to  believe  that  perhaps  the  obverse  dies  are  different  or  that  the  ob- 
verse was  lapped  and  refinished.  The  half  dollar  trial  on  a quarter 
planchet  was  apparently  struck  in  the  same  composition  as  this  (re- 
ported as  75%  copper  and  25%  nickel  in  that  catalogue),  but  its 
different  planchet  stock  belies  direct  comparisons.  Aside  from  that 
piece  and  the  one  presented  offered,  six  silver-clad  Martha  Wash- 
ington half  dollar  trials  are  embedded  m Lucite  and  forever  locked 
away  in  the  National  Numismatic  Collection-thc  fact  that  those 
pieces  are  struck  in  the  silver-clad  composition  used  tor  halt  dollars 
from  1965  to  1970  begs  the  question  of  whether  this  com  was  pro- 
duced at  the  time  of  the  1965  composition  change  or  perhaps  around 
1970  when  silver  was  finally  removed  from  halt  dollars  as  w’ell,  Saul 
Teichman’s  research  has  revealed  that  these  halt  dollars  were  struck 
in  several  compositions,  including  three  types  ot  stainless  steel  and 
the  usual  cupro-nickel  clad.  This  piece  does  not  weigh  precisely  at 
the  statutory  weight  of  clad  h.ilf  dollars,  given  as  1 1.34  grams. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  been  chosen  to  bring  this  exciting  dis- 
covery to  the  marketplace  and  describe  it  tor  the  tirst  time.  We 
expect  that  pattern  enthusiasts  for  years  to  come  will  tind  the 
Martha  Washington  trials  to  be  among  the  most  interesting  and 
historic  test  pieces  ever  struck  by  the  Mint. 


- AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


1 


“ '> 


The  Classk:s  Sale 


Newly  Discovered  Martha  Washington  Experimental  Dollar  Trial 

A Sacagawea  Dollar  Test  Pattern 


329  “1759”  Martha  Washington/Sacagawea  dollar  trial.  J-2185. 

MS-63  (NGC).  8.2  grams,  according  to  NGC  encapsulation. 
Golden  tan  with  satiny  surfaces  exhibiting  strong  peripheral  lustre 
and  subtle  but  plentiful  toning  in  shades  of  deep  gold,  steel  gray, 
and  coppery  rose.  Both  devices  and  fields  are  somewhat  satiny, 
with  the  fields  showing  very  light  inherent  parallel  striations  that 
run  diagonally,  southwest  to  northeast  on  the  obverse  and  south- 
east to  northwest  on  the  reverse.  Traces  of  die  clashing  are  par- 
ticularly strong  above  the  1759  date  on  the  obverse,  where  the  cir- 
cular outline  ot  the  tree  above  Mount  Vernon  has  apparently  left 
Its  impression  m the  die.  The  strike  is  bold  and  even.  Many  tiny 
abrasions  and  contact  marks  are  noted  on  the  surfaces,  and  a tiny 
rim  bruise  above  H ot  THE  on  the  reverse  will  forever  identify 
this  specimen.  A nick  on  Martha  Washington’sjowl  will  also  serve 
as  an  identifier. 

The  present  otlering  is  a pattern  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  - 
a special  striking  to  serve  the  U.S.  Mint  while  in  the  testing  process 
of  a not-yet-released  circulating  com.  In  1999,  stocks  of  Susan  B. 
Anthony  mmi-dollars  had  become  depleted  through  active  circula- 
tion of  the  previously  unwanted  denomination  through  urban  mass 
transit  systems  and  the  Postal  Service.  When  supplies  on  hand  were 
fori  i ast  to  run  out  by  that  year’s  end,  a new  issue  of  1999  Susan  B. 
Anthonv  dollars,  the  modern-d.iy  equivalent  of  the  1921  Morgan 
' '.i;  , vs  is  lined  m anticipation  for  a brand  new  experiment  in 


American  coinage:  a plain-edged  “golden”  dollar  which  would  not 
be  so  easily  confused  wath  the  quarter  dollar  of  similar  diameter. 
Sacagawea  and  her  infant  son  Jean-Baptise  were  chosen  as  the  cen- 
tral device  for  the  new  coin.  After  testing  various  alloys  and  clad 
planchet  stocks,  the  Mint  determined  that  a manganese-brass  clad 
planchet  was  ideal  for  both  its  technical  properties,  assuring  accep- 
tance in  vending  machines  already  designed  to  accept  the  Anthony 
dollars,  and  for  long-term  durability  of  the  unique  “golden”  color 
that  served  as  the  coin’s  hallmark  during  the  extensive  pre-release 
publicity  effort.  The  present  piece  is  apparently  struck  in  the  adopted 
alloy;  its  weight  is  within  a tenth  of  a gram  of  the  official  weight 
standard  for  the  Sacagawea  dollar. 

The  U.S.  Mint  enlisted  the  assistance  of  several  of  its  private 
sector  contractors  to  test  the  alloys  and  planchet  stocks  before  the 
offiidal  release  of  the  Sacagawea  dollar  in  early  2000.  Three  compa- 
nies were  used  for  this  purpose,  each  of  which  provides  metals  and 
technology  to  the  Mint:  Olin  Brass  of  East  Alton,  Illinois;  PMX 
Industries  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  and  lOX,  Inc.  of  El  Dorado,  Ar- 
kansas. Instead  ot  coining  monetized  and  legal  tender  Sacag.iwea 
dollars  to  release  to  these  three  companies  tor  possiblv  destructive 
testing,  the  U.S.  Mint  used  the  fantastic  1759  Martha  W ashington 
dies— a design  niotit  used  tor  internal  testing  purpvises  onlv  since  l'>(>5 
but  largely  unknown  in  the  numismatic  communitv  until  recent 
years.  According  to  a Coin  lliid,/  ,irticle  in  the  June  24,  2i)ii2  issue. 
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“anti-tarnish  tests  were  conducted  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  on  Janu- 
ary 8,  2()()(),  on  Sacagawea  dollar  blanks  struck  with  the  experimen- 
tal Martha  Washington  obverse,  Mount  Vernon  reverse  experimental 
dies,  according  to  Mint  e-mails.”  The  Cow  PVarld  article  continued: 

Seven  processes  were  explored:  one  on  circulation  quality  strikes, 
three  on  Uncirculated  [Mint  set]  quality  coins,  and  three  on  Proof  qual- 
ity strikes.  The  coins  were  struck  on  at  least  four  different  kinds  of  presses, 
with  the  blanks  subjected  to  one  of  five  burnishing  methods. 

In  addition  to  this  internal  Mint  testing,  the  private  sector  firms 
conducted  similar  tests.  According  to  the  June  16,  2001  issue  of  Coin 
World,  “James  Halsey,  President  oflDX,  Inc.,  said  numerous  samples 
in  different  alloys  bearing  the  Martha  Washington  obverse  and  Mount 
Vernon  reverse  dies— special  designs  for  experimental  coinage-were 
shipping  to  IDX  for  testing.”  The  .same  article  stated  that  IDX  was 
required  to  return  all  such  pieces  to  the  Mint.  None  were  examined 
by  the  numismatic  community  until  a single  specimen  was  brought 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  photography  by  Douglas  Mudd  in 


early  2000.  This  example,  the  plate  coin  on  uspatterns.com,  was  not 
retained  by  the  Smithsonian  but  instead  was  retained  by  the  Mint. 
The  present  example  is  only  the  second  to  appear  publicly  (if  a cameo 
appearance  at  the  National  Numismatic  Collection  can  be  called  pub- 
lic), though  there  are  reports  of  another  held  privately  that  has  not 
been  seen  by  tbe  present  cataloguer. 

While  the  other  known  Martha  Washington  trial  issues  appar- 
ently stem  from  the  1965  experimental  process,  the  present  speci- 
men is  one  of  two  to  come  onto  the  market  from  the  epochal  change 
to  the  “golden  dollar”  of 2000.  This  example  was  discovered  upon 
its  receipt  as  payment  for  a small  transaction  at  a neighborhood  re- 
tail establishment  in  Philadelphia,  and  it  has  been  held  privately  by 
the  family  of  the  discoverer  since  that  day.  The  appearance  of  this 
coin  at  public  auction  is  a landmark  opportunity  for  an  advanced 
numismatic  connoisseur. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


"4 


The  Classic:s  Sale 


COLONIAL  AND  EARLY 
AMERICAN  COINS 

Frc-tcderal  coins  are  one  of  the  keystones  of  American  numis- 
matics, a bastion  of  researchers  and  a source  of  fascination  for  both 
beginners  and  advanced  collectors.  Our  sale  contains  some  of  the 
true  classics  ot  this  specialty-choice  Massachusetts  silver  coins  in 
grades  approaching  Mint  State  (some  with  remarkable  pedigrees),  a 
Continental  dollar  in  Choice  VF  (a  rarely  encountered  grade),  a lovely 
Fitt  halfpenny,  and  a choice  specimen  of  the  famous  and  beautihil 
Libertas  Americana  medal  ot  1783.  Added  to  those  type  coins  are 
more  specialized  rarities  like  a choice  “Beaded  Cincture”  Wood’s 
Hibernia  halfpenny  and  a delightful  Kentucky  Token  with  the  very 
scarce  engrailed  edge.  Both  newcomers  and  seasoned  collectors  should 
find  something  of  interest. 


Superb  AU  1662  Oak  Tree  Twopence 

An  Important  Type  Coin 


(2.\  photo) 

330  1662  Oak  Tree  twopence.  Noe-30.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

13.4  grams.  Lustrous  pewter  gray  with  pleasing  slate  blue  and  pale 
gold  highlights.  Boldly  struck  and  nicely  centered  with  complete 
legends  on  both  sides-though  the  obverse  is  aligned  to  the  base  of 
the  planchet  there  is  no  loss  of  any  devices  or  legends.  Only  the 
lightest  suggestion  of  wear,  impeccable  visual  appeal  for  this  tiny 
and  often  ugly  issue.  Good  surface  quality,  short  scratch  between 
last  two  date  digits  and  another  between  the  II  of  the  denomination, 
surfaces  show  some  minor  inherent  roughness  typical  of  the 
twopence  emission.  A vital  t\pe  coin  for  the  Massachu.setts  silver 
collector  or  early  American  coin  enthusiast,  the  1662  Oak  Tree 
twopence  is  the  only  denomination  of  the  Tree  silver  series  that  is 
not  dated  1652;  recent  study  by  Louisjordan  suggests  that  the  simple 
reason  for  this  is  that  this  denomination  was  authorized  in  1662  while 
all  others  were  authorized  by  the  initial  legislation  of  1652.  When 
encountered,  this  scarce  denomination  is  often  beat-up,  bent,  or 
otherwise  abused-very  few  indeed  are  as  lovely  as  this  one.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  type  coins  of  the  era,  the  smallest  silver  coin 
ever  struck  for  use  exclusively  in  the  American  colonies. 

Dn  this  piece,  as  on  most  ot  the  certified  colonials  with  past  provenances,  the 
weight  given  on  the  encapsulation  differs  several  tenths  of  a point  from  those  given 
m past  auction  appearances.  We  have  noted  the  weights  as  previously  published. 

The  Ft  (IS  encapsulation  reads  “Garrett.  ” though  plate  matching  plainly  shows 
that  this  pic  * IS  not  from  the  Garrett  Collection  and  that  the  bbel  is  erroneous. 

f 'mn  Stiuk  's  uile  of  the  .4  ndnti’  I lain  Collection,  January  2002,  Lot  78. 
Larher  piifcluiietl  from  Ciirnherlantl  Imrstment  Corporation  in  January  1988. 


Choice  EF  Pine  Tree  Threepence 


(2x  photo) 


331  1652  Pine  Tree  threepence.  N-34.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

18.4  grains.  Deep  silver  gray  toning  frames  a bright  silver  center  to 
eye-appealing  effect.  A very  sharp  specimen  of  this  uncommon  type, 
top  of  obverse  off  planchet  as  usual,  reverse  shows  typical  ideal  cen- 
tering-the  stylistic  fabric  and  striking  quality  of  this  variety  is  nearly 
identical  to  the  Noe-33  sixpence.  Very  bold  with  no  serious  flaws, 
die  clash  softens  detail  at  right  side  of  reverse  at  EN  ofENGLAND. 
This  specimen  was  exhibited  in  the  historic  ANS  exhibition  of  1991 
(number  133,  as  published  in  the  COAC  of  that  year)  and  has  been 
described  as  “far  nicer  than  the  Norweb  coin  and  most  of  the  others 
seen”  by  Michael  Hodder.  This  variety  is  the  “Pellets  at  trunk”  type 
noted  m the  Guide  Book,  another  stylistic  similarity  to  the  sixpence. 
A lovely  example  and  a certain  highlight  of  a well-formed  colonial 
type  set. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  's  sale  of  the  Princeton  & 
Ingle  Collections,  September  1986,  Lot  658;  Robert  ITitfe,  the  noted  au- 
thor and  colonial  coin  specialist,  to  A ndrew  Main;  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  A ndrew 
Haiti  Collection,  January  2002,  Lot  170.  Published  in  the  1991  ANS 
COAC  exhibition  of  Massachusetts  silver  as  number  133. 
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Extraordinary  Large  Planchet  Pine  Tree  12d 


Noe-1 


(2x  photo) 


332  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  73.6 

grains.  A broad  and  beautiful  Large  Planchet  Pine  Tree  shilling  in  a 
superb  state  of  preservation.  Delicate  old  cabinet  toning  is  pleas- 
antly mottled  in  shades  of  deep  gray,  slate  blue,  and  olive  with  traces 
of  lustre  in  areas.  A coin  of  astounding  dimensions  for  the  issue, 
with  all  the  detail  of  the  dies  present  and  some  unstruck  area  outside 
the  beading,  though  the  coin  was  trimmed  at  its  time  of  minting 
with  two  straight  clips  truncating  the  coin  at  right  and  left  and  los- 
ing a few  beads  on  the  right  rim.  Despite  the  trimming,  this  coin  is 
still  large  and  heavy  for  the  issue.  Dies  heavily  clashed  at  the  base  of 
the  obverse,  with  Xll  inverted  beneath  the  tree,  planchet  ragged  at 
12:00,  affecting  ND  ofENGLAND  more  than  the  legend  on  the 
obverse.  A simply  beautiful  e.xample  of  this  well-rendered  and  very 
popular  Large  Planchet  variety,  one  with  the  personality  of  the  era 
without  enduring  the  insults  of  heavy  circulation.  While  coins  of 
this  quality  turn  up  on  the  market  occasionally  at  this  moment  in 
history  due  to  the  dispersal  of  the  Haiti  Collection,  we  recall  the 
time  when  an  offering  like  this  was  a once-in-several-years  proposi- 
tion and  we  expect  the  supply  of  nice  Massachusetts  silver  coins  to 
disappear  back  “into  the  woodwork”  in  the  near  future. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Andrnv  Flain  Collection,  January  2002,  Lot  89. 


Very  Desirable  Noe-2  Pine  Tree  12d 

With  An  Historic  Pedigree 


(2x  photo) 

333  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-2.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (PCGS).  69.9 

grains.  An  exceptionally  beautiful  specimen  of  this  variety  and  type, 
and  a favorite  of  the  present  cataloguer.  Even  medium  gray  surfaces 
reveal  iridescent  blue  and  subtle  gold  highlights  from  longtime  care 
in  careful  collectors’  hands.  Boldly  struck  and  perfectly  centered  on 
a tailor-made  planchet,  excellent  detail  throughout,  some  inherent 
planchet  striations  and  roughness,  apparent  digs  at  M and  E ofMAS- 
SACHUSETTS  are  struck-throughs  from  the  time  of  striking  and 
remain  lustrous  inside,  some  trivial  and  insignificant  short  scratches 
here  or  there.  A coin  that  doesn’t  just  exhibit  eye  appeal,  it  broad- 
casts it.  Generations  of  savvy  collectors  have  included  this  piece  in 
their  cabinets,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  next  collector  to  own 
it  will  cherish  it  greatly. 

From  S.  H.  and  Henry  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  Harlan  Page  Smith  Col- 
lection, May  1906,  Lot  13;  Smith  was  the  cataloguer  of  the  Maris  Collec- 
tion in  1886  and  himselfformed  an  important  collection;  to  the  Hillyer  Ryder 
Collection,  then  in  1945  to  F.C.C.  Boyd  through  IVayte  Raymond;  to 
Raymond,  possibly  to  T.  James  Clarke  or  consigned  by  Raymond  to  New 
Nethcriand  Coin  Company’s  48th  Sale,  November  1956,  Lot  710;  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Herbert  Oechsner  Collection,  September  1988,  Lot  942;  sold  by 
Chris  Victor-McCawIcy  in  May  1996  to  Andreii'  Haiti;  Stack ’s  sale  of  the 
Andrew  Haiti  Collection,  January  2002,  Lot  94. 
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Nearly  Mint  State  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
From  the  Stearns  Collection 


(2.\  photo) 


334  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-8.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  68.1 

grains.  CJorgeous  deep  pewter  gray  with  lustrous  silver  gray  under- 
tones and  lightly  reflective  fields  on  the  reverse.  A beautifully  pre- 
served and  exceptionally  attractive  specimen  with  no  noteworthy 
flaws.  Excellent  centering  with  no  loss  in  legends  due  to  slight  left- 
ward shift  of  reverse,  exquisite  detail,  some  inherent  roughness  in 
the  silver  as  struck,  dies  clashed  with  incuse  impression  of  the  tree  at 
central  reverse.  A marvelous  piece  of  Pine  Tree  silver,  a choice  type 
coin  and  better  than  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  we  have  ever  en- 
countered of  any  variety.  Worthy  of  chasing  and  keeping  for  a long 
time.  As  noted  in  the  Ham  catalogue,  this  coin  sold  for  more  than 
any  other  piece  of'  Massachusetts  silver  in  the  .Stearns  sale,  but  for 
the  NE  coins  and  seven  of  nine  Willow  Trees— no  Pine  or  tlak  issue 
surpassed  it  among  that  superb  collection. 

f-'nirri  Mdjfthuvr’s  SiilcoJ  the  C.H.  Steams  Collection,  Decemlyer  1996, 
lj.'t  H4.  I not  sold  until  1966,  the  Stearns  Collection  was  formed  in 
the  Lite  19th  century  and  uw  extremely  stronti  in  Massachusetts  sihvr  and 
other  colonial  series.  Litter  in  Stack 's  sale  of  the  Herbert  Oechsner  Collection, 
.'September  19HH.  Lot  94J;  Published  in  the  1991  .l.VS  COAC  exhibition 
of  Massachusetts  sihvras  number  99;  Stack 's  sale  of  the  Andrew  Haiti  Col- 
li :tion,  January  2IX)2,  Lot  H5. 


335  “1652”  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling  fabrication.  Noe 

Fabrication  F.  As  made.  69.0  grains.  A fantasy  production  for 
collectors,  probably  created  m the  19th  century.  Noe  knew  of  four 
pieces  and  used  the  Boyd  coin  as  the  plate  piece.  This  is  nearly  iden- 
tical to  that  example,  slightly  double  struck  from  shallow  dies,  deep 
pewter  gray  with  lustrous  silvery  highlights.  The  planchct  is  almost 
exactly  the  same  size  and  shape  as  the  Boyd  coin.  While  modern 
reproductions  of  Massachusetts  silver  don’t  have  much  value  for 
today’s  collectors  (certainly  not  as  “contemporary  counterfeits”  as 
they  are  sometimes  advertised),  older  fabrications  from  the  cradle 
days  of  American  numismatics  have  long  been  collected  by  special- 
ists and  are  included  in  the  Noe  book  for  that  reason.  This  is  not  a 
17th-century  circulating  Massachusetts  silver  coin,  lest  someone  be 
confused,  but  is  an  interesting  fabricarion  oflater  manufacture  whose 
identity  as  such  has  been  known  since  at  least  the  first  decades  of  the 
20th  century  and  probably  long  before. 


Near  Gem  Wood’s  Hibernia  Halfpenny 
Scarce  “Beaded  Cincture”  Variety 


336  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-159.  Beaded  Cinc- 
ture. MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Exceptional  medium  brown  with  light 
blue  toning  and  traces  of  faded  mint  red  color  on  reflective  and  highly 
lustrous  surfaces.  Frosts'  but  also  full  of  prooflike  appeal  in  the  fields, 
some  minor  planchct  striations,  central  obverse  somewhat  flatly 
struck.  This  variety  shows  the  seated  Hibernia  figure  wearing  a 
beaded  belt  around  her  impossibly  narrow  waist,  with  five  full  beads 
visible  on  this  specimen.  The  reverse  shows  several  die  cracks,  in- 
cluding one  through  NIA  to  the  base  of  1,  a long  arc  from  atop  the 
date  to  the  ba.se  of  the  harp,  another  from  base  of  harp  to  rim  below 
her  foot.  As  nice  an  example  of  this  variety  as  we  can  recall  seeing,  a 
highly  desirable  specimen  of  this  coinage  that  saw  frequent  circula- 
tion in  colonial  America. 

337  A diverse  foursome  of  early  American  types:  ☆ 1723  Wood’s 
Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen- 157.  AU-50  or  better  in  terms  ofslurp- 
ness,  but  somewhat  dark  and  granular,  more  on  obverse  than  re- 
verse ☆ 1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby  3-B.  VF-25.  evenlv 
granular,  dark  brown  with  brassy  highlights  ☆ 1787  Connecticut 
copper.  Miller  31.2-r.3.  Rarit\'-1.  Hraped  Bust  Left.  VF-35,  some 
very  shallow  granularits'  in  areas  but  still  glossy  and  pleasing  owrall. 
dark  brown  with  light  brown  highlights,  medal  turn  instead  of  ci'in 
turn,  a very  desirable  piece  ☆ 1783  Washington.  1 arge  Military  Bu\t 
Breen-  12ll3.  VF-25,  some  roughness  atop  obverse  ; Total  4 piei  es'* 
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High-Grade  1766  Pitt  Halfpenny 


338  1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  Betts-519.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Glossy  medium  tan  with  delightful  eye  appeal.  Lively  surfaces  dis- 
play warm  lustre  and  show  only  light,  even  wear  on  the  highest 
points.  Smooth  and  well  preserved  with  only  a tiny  patch  of  rough- 
ness noted  between  the  third  and  fourth  buttons  on  Pitt’s  greatcoat. 
Some  old,  parallel  pin  scratches  are  noted  under  magnification,  above 
and  behind  Pitt’s  head,  but  are  not  a significant  distraction;  a few 
lighter  marks  are  scattered  on  the  reverse.  A supremely  popular  co- 
lonial type  coin  for  good  reason-the  Pitt  halfpenny  directly  relates 
to  the  Stamp  Act  controversy  and  the  political  awareness  that  sprung 
from  that  attempt  at  taxing  the  American  Colonies.  The  present 
specimen  is  an  ideal  representative  of  an  avidly  sought  design  type 
with  a notable  link  to  the  history  and  politics  of  the  era. 


Choice  VF  1776  Continental  Dollar 
A Classic  Early  American  Coin 


(2x  photo) 

339  1776  Continental  dollar.  Newman  1-C.  Rarity-3.  CURENCY. 

Pewter.  VF-35  (NGC).  Deep  pewter  gray  with  some  silver  gray 
highlights.  A beautiful  example  of  this  classic  early  American  rarity, 
full  of  eye  appeal  and  marvelously  displaying  perhaps  the  most  iden- 
tifiable and  historic  design  motifs  in  the  whole  realm  ot  American 
coinage.  Based  on  sketches  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  Contincnt,il 
dollar  used  the  same  sundi.il  and  linked  rings  designs  as  contempo- 
rary Continental  Currency  paper  issues,  later  copied  in  1787  for  the 
first  federal  cent.  The  present  example  shows  a tiny  dig  at  the  end  ot 
the  flag  of  6,  an  abrasion  at  the  union  ot  the  1 'iel.iware  and  Maryland 
rings  at  the  base  of  the  reverse,  and  few  noteworthy  marks  besides. 
The  soft  composition  utilized  for  these  wartime  issues  allowed  abuses 
to  easily  accrue  upon  their  surfaces  on  even  lightly  circulated  ex- 
amples, but  this  one  is  nicely  preserved  indeed.  Many  ot  the  C.onti- 
nental  doll.irs  that  appear  on  the  marketplace  are  in  very  high  grades- 
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apparently  they  were  not  easily  accepted  in  commerce  and  a sub- 
stantial proportion  survived  with  little  use.  That  stated,  the  popula- 
tion could  be  graphed  in  something  of  a bell  curve,  as  Continental 
dollars  that  transact  publicly  are  apt  to  be  in  either  Mint  State  or 
thereabouts  (and  thus  cost  $25,000  and  more)  or  their  soft  surfaces 
are  heavily  abused  or  corroded.  Pleasing  “collector  grade”  speci- 
mens like  that  presently  offered  are  seen  infrequently  and  tend  to  be 
closely  held  for  long  periods  of  time.  This  coin  is  new  to  the  mar- 
ketplace and  deserves  serious  consideration  from  those  who  have 
always  sought  to  own  this  important  and  historic  issue. 

340  Pair  of  popular  pre-federal  pieces:  ☆ 1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Script 
US,  Pointed  Rays.  Crosby  3-B.  Rarity-1.  F-12,  bent,  faint  scratches 
☆ 1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M.14-J.  Rarity-1.  F-15,  cleaned  long 
ago,  still  decent.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Bold  1787  Laughing  Head  CT  Copper 


341  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  6.1-M.  Rarity-1.  Laughing 
Head.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Glossy  dark  brown  with  exceptionally  bold 
detail  and  smooth  appealing  surfaces.  The  obverse,  featuring  the  fa- 
mous Laughing  Head  device,  is  choice  with  only  two  or  three  little 
pits  and  an  old,  thin  scratch  under  the  chin.  The  reverse  is  also  pleas- 
ing and  nicely  detailed,  with  only  a few  tiny  green  pits  around  the 
ankle  of  the  seated  figure  to  mention.  An  important  and  distinctive 
type  coin  that  has  long  been  popular  with  collectors.  Laughing  Head 
coppers  are  often  seen  on  low-quality  planchets  and  are  elusive  finer 
than  this. 

342  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.33.33-Z.3.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Rar- 
ity-6.  VF-20,  overall,  considerably  sharper  in  areas.  Deep  red-tan 
with  darker  highlights  in  places.  Slightly  off-center  on  both  sides, 
rim  to  tops  of  TORI  on  the  obverse,  all  but  the  tops  of  the  date 
numerals  off  flan  on  reverse.  Faint  obverse  planchet  lamination  from 
effigy's  mouth  to  rim  between  C and  T at  9:00,  flat  strike  at  top  of 
head,  very  sharp  elsewhere,  especially  in  the  drapery  folds,  surfaces 
appear  hard,  some  light  detritus  in  the  protected  areas.  Reverse  uni- 
formly microgranular,  chiefly  a result  of  faint  detritus,  weakness  at 
the  bottom  of  Liberty  s torso  and  shield  area.  A pleasing  c.xample  of 
a rare  variety,  one  that  is  not  far  off  the  low  end  of  the  Condition 
Census  for  known  specimens  of  M.33.33-Z.3.  A newly  discovered 
example  of  the  variety,  one  that  may  represent  a suitable  upgrade  for 
many  Connecticut  copper  specialists. 

Millers  obverse  33.3,1  is  easily  recognized  by  the  placement  of  the  final  cinque- 
foil in  the  legend,  which  is  virtually  attached  to  the  rearmost  end  of  the  effigy’s 


Condition  Census  1787  M.37.13-HH 


343  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  37.13-HH.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

Rarity-5  or  higher.  EF-45.  126.8  grains,  28.3  mm.  A choice  ex- 
ample of  a rare  variety  despite  some  weakness  and  fissures  at  the  cen- 
ters, an  ideally  centered  com  with  a light  brown  planchet  that  displays 
lighter  high  points.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design  except  the 
centers  (as  noted  above).  Some  faint  roughness  above  the  effigy’s  head 
is  noted,  but  except  for  that,  there  are  no  marks  of  note.  A Condition 
Census  specimen  of  the  variety,  with  the  writer  of  the  Perkins  Col- 
lection catalogue  noting  the  best  seen  of  the  variety  is  a choice  EF 
coin.  A prize  for  any  Connecticut  copper  enthusiast  regardless  of 
whether  this  will  be  a primary  specimen  or  a nice  upgrade. 

Rare  1788  M.3-B.1  Overstrike 


344  1788  Connecticut  copper.  M.3-B.1.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Rar- 

ity-6. F-12.  104.7  grains,  28.7  mm.  Overstruck  on  a 1785  Nova 
Constellatio  copper.  Large  US,  Pointed  Rays  type  (variety  undeter- 
mined) as  frequently  seen  for  this  elusive  Connecticut  variety;  de- 
tails of  the  undertype  are  plain  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  and  at  the 
tip  of  the  effigy’s  shoulder.  A deep  brown  coin  with  lighter  golden 
high  points,  some  faint  but  uniform  scratches  and  micrograniilarity 
are  seen  on  both  sides,  and  a small,  old  scrape  is  located  horizontally 
at  3:00  on  the  reverse.  Dies  aligned  about  160°.  Slightly  off-center 
on  the  obverse  and  slightly  misaligned  on  the  reverse,  and  a sharper 
than  average  specimen  of  this  elusive  variety. 


345  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  6-C.  Rarity-4.  VF-25  143.1 

grains,  30.2  mm.  Deep  chocolate  brown  with  a bold,  even  .strike  for 
the  variety.  Uncommon  when  so  fine,  nearly  full  dentils  on  the  ob- 
verse, the  attractive  reverse  C design  stands  out  boldlv  tor  the  grade. 
Minor  depression  at  reverse  center,  otherwise  tree  of  serious  marks. 
A distinctive  and  popular  varietv’,  visually  ditlerent  fnim  Mans  (>-1 3. 
and  probably  as  rare  as  a Rarir\’-4  varietv  can  K'  without  actuallv 
being  a Rarity-S! 
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346  1787  Newjersey  copper.  M 6-D.  Rarity-2.  XF-40.  140.6  grains, 
29.3  mm.  Attractive  medium  olive-brown  and  steel  with  fine  de- 
tail. Mostly  smooth  with  some  insignificant  peripheral  roughness, 
ideal  centering  with  obverse  dentils  weak  at  7:00  and  reverse  dentils 
mostly  faded,  diagnostic  die  crack  and  cud  at  bottom  of  reverse  slheld. 
Nicer  than  typically  found  for  planchet  quality,  here  smooth  and 
attractive,  usually  found  slightly  porous  or  dark,  the  present  coin  an 
exception  to  that  rule.  A splendid  type  coin  for  any  Newjersey  cop- 
per enthusiast. 

347  1786  Newjersey  copper.  M.21-P.  Rarity-5.  VF-20+.  154.9 
grains,  28.2  mm.  Golden  tan  with  finely  pitted  surfaces.  The  sur- 
faces are  fairly  even  with  no  serious  patches  of  roughness  and  the 
eye  appeal  is  more  than  acceptable  for  this  rare  variety.  Old  scrape  to 
the  left  of  E at  the  beginning  of  the  reverse  legend,  tiny  marks  are 
not  noteworthy.  Die  state  slightly  earlier  than  the  O’Donnell  coin, 
which  is  only  slightly  sharper,  with  the  cud  at  star  1 on  the  reverse 
not  yet  completely  filled  in  to  the  rim.  An  attractive  specimen  that 
would  upgrade  many  collectors’  holdings. 

The  Taylor  1787  M.63-q 


348  1787  Newjersey  copper.  M.63-q.  Large  Planchet.  F-15 

(PCGS).  154.1  grains,  according  to  the  Taylor  catalogue.  An 
undergraded  com  called  VF-20  m the  1987  Taylor  sale  and  perhaps 
even  a bit  better  than  that.  Ideal  medium  brown  surfaces  are  smooth 
and  appealing,  a sharp  specimen  with  some  definition  in  the  often 
flat  eye  and  peripheral  portions  of  the  centrally  weak  shield  bold. 
Some  inconsequential  roughness  is  noted  mostly  within  the  leg- 
ends, tiny  depression  near  upper  center  of  shield,  nick  at  corner  of 
N in  UNUM  makes  identification  of  this  piece  simple.  Late  die 
state  with  crack  to  P in  PLURIBUS  from  rim.  In  demand  as  a Large 
Planchet  type  coin,  this  piece  is  nicer  than  most  and  has  enough  eye 
appeal  to  make  it  a great  inclusion  in  any  collection.  The  O’LDonnell 
collection  lacked  this  relatively  common  variety. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Alcrena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Taylor  Collec- 
tion, March  1987,  Lot  2259. 


The  Damon  Douglas  1787  M,68-w 


349  1787  Newjersey  copper.  M.68-W.  Rarity-5.  VF-20.  128.6 
grains,  26.9  mm.  Pleasing  tan  devices  contrast  with  deep  olive  fields. 
Moderately  and  evenly  rough  on  both  sides,  compact  planchet  pre- 
cludes presence  of  date,  two  tiny  clips  at  O in  NOVA,  and  C in 
C^SAREA.  Legends  bold,  depressions  at  central  reverse,  inborn 
planchet  lamination  at  N of  NOVA,  excellent  detail  for  this  rare 
variety  which  seems  unfairly  slanted  toward  low-grade,  ugly  speci- 
mens. Despite  its  surfaces,  this  piece  retains  good  visual  appeal  and 
has  no  significant  problems.  A good  chance  to  add  a rarity  to  your 
collection. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Damon  C.  Doujilas  Collection  of  New  Jersey 
Coppers,  in  the  Robert  Kissner  sale  ofjune  1975,  Let  175.  H'hile  the  piece 
is  unplated,  the  description  describes  this  piece  perfectly  including  “a  planchet 
flaw  at  N of  NOVA." 

350  An  attractive  pair  of  Massachusetts  copper  coins,  both  of  EF 
quality:  ☆ 1787  half  cent.  Ryder  5-A.  Rarity-2.  EF-4(1.  The  ob- 
verse is  deep  orange,  cleaned  eons  ago  but  recovering  nicely,  the 
reverse  is  glossy  and  even  deep  brown  with  some  light  peripheral 
roughness  and  two  minor  planchet  fissures  at  the  right  rim.  A very 
sharp  example  of  the  type  ☆ 1788  cent.  Ryder  12-M.  Rarity-4.  EF- 
45.  Excellent  eye  appeal  with  glossy  smooth  surfaces,  mottled  deep 
brown  and  light  salmon  tan,  a few  light  scratches  atop  the  obverse 
inside  rim.  Comparable  to  the  Craig  Smith  specimen,  very  sharp 
for  the  variety  and  worthy  of  bidder  support.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Pleasing  Ryder  8-C  1788  Cent 


351  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  8-C.  Rarity-1.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Glossy  tan  and  medium  brown  with  an  attractive 
woodgrain  effect  on  the  obverse.  Excellent  eye  appeal  and  better 
than  average  strike  for  the  issue  with  full  .separation  in  the  skirt  and 
only  minor  softness  at  the  abdomen  ot  the  Indian.  Short  scratch 
from  arm  under  W ofWEALTH,  tiny  nick  atop  eagle  s head,  natu- 
ral planchet  void  from  rim  to  arrow  talon  shows  some  internal  cor- 
rosion. A strong  example  of  the  variety  or  type. 
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352  1778  Machin’s  Mills  imitation  halfpenny.  V.12-78B.  R-3  VF- 

25.  y4.y  grains,  27.5  inin.  Pleasing  dark  olive-brown  with  tan  de- 
vices and  legends  offsetting  nicely.  Well-defined  images  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse  over  some  moderate  underlying  roughness.  The 
eye  appeal  is  very  nice  for  the  issue  with  no  serious  post-striking 
fiaws.  light  striations  at  last  1 in  BRITANNIA  descend  into  central 
reverse,  clear  bold  date.  This  date  is  seen  far  less  commonly  than 
others  (especially  1787  and  1788),  adding  some  value  and  interest  to 
what  is  otherwise  a very  nice  qualirv’  type  coin. 


353  1787  Machin’s  Mills  imitation  halfpenny.  V.17-87B.  R-2.  VF- 

30.  113.1  grains.  Attractive  two-tone  dark  olive  and  light  brown 
with  faint  granularity  giving  the  appearance  of  glossy  surfaces.  Choice 
for  the  grade  with  no  significant  marks  and  only  a few  indmdual 
pinpoint  marks  noted,  like  those  seen  at  R of  GEORGIUS,  E in 
REX,  and  the  seated  figure’s  shoulder.  Late  die  state  with  swelling 
at  RIT  ot  BRITANNIA,  struck  on  a broad  28.2  mm  planchet.  A 
fine  specimen,  worthy  of  the  Rmgo  Collection  and  certainly  a nice 
enough  Machin's  to  grace  any  collection. 

From  McCau'leY-Grellmaii's  C-4  sale  of  the  Mike  Rint^o  Collection, 
Wii’emlvr  2000,  Lot  77.  Abo  oQered  in  the  Somnlwr  2002  C-4  sale,  Lot 
4H4. 


354  1787  Machin’s  Mills  imitation  halfpenny.  V.19-87C.  R-2  EF- 

40.  123.5  grams.  Cilossy  chocolate  brown  with  mostly  smooth  sur- 
faces. the  reverse  mottled  and  tending  toward  dark  tan.  Boldly  struck 
with  most  ot  the  reverse  dentils  intact,  a few  tiny  rim  nicks  includ- 
ing one  below  first  G in  (iEURGlUS,  some  light  old  pin  scratches, 
tiny  spot  ot  roughness  at  upper  obverse  rim.  Far  sharper  than  usu- 
ally encountered  with  e.xcellent  detail  in  the  obverse  figure;  the  re- 
verse IS  a famous  workhorse  die  here  seen  with  detail  intact.  An 
ide.il  spc'cimen  of  the  M.ichin’s  type. 


355  1787  Machin’s  Mills  imitation  halfpenny.  V.19-87C.  Rarity- 

2.  VF-30.  120.4  grains.  Deep  brown  with  dark  olive  highlights  with 
some  scattered  surface  roughness  on  both  sides.  Appealing  and  very 
sharp  for  the  type,  good  detail  in  the  central  obverse  figure  and  on 
the  reverse.  The  surfaces  show  some  raised  deposits  and  verdigris, 
but  are  not  heavily  corroded  or  granular— the  eye  appeal  remains 
positive.  No  significant  marks,  though  we  note  a tiny  rim  nick  at 
3:00  on  the  obverse  just  to  be  fussy.  A very  nice  type  coin  and  an 
unusually  sharp  specimen  of  this  popular  variety  whose  reverse  was 
famously  used  in  the  Vermont  series. 

Purchased  by  our  consignor  in  1938  for  S1.50. 

Very  Rare  Kentucky  Token  Variety 

Engrailed  Edge 


356  (1792)  Kentucky  token.  Breen-1162.  Rarity-6.  Engrailed 

edge.  AU-55.  143.2  grains,  29.7  mm.  A choice  example  of  this 
very  elusive  variety.  Lovely  glossy  chocolate  brown  with  tan  faded 
from  mint  color  surrounding  all  devices.  Lightly  reflective  and  very 
lustrous  on  the  reverse  with  traces  of  mint  color  still  apparent.  Ex- 
cellent surface  quality,  smooth  and  appealing  with  only  light  scat- 
tered contact  marks,  a few  very  minor  rim  bruises  on  the  reverse  are 
noted  for  accuracy.  A well  struck  example  with  just  the  die  state- 
related  weakness  at  CAUSE  on  the  scroll.  The  edge  engrailing  is 
very  bold  with  only  some  minor  weakness  on  the  edge  at  E of  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM,  and  luckily  this  piece  is  not  certified  so  the 
edge  can  actually  be  seen  and  confirmed.  Examples  of  this  variety 
are  rarely  found  in  Mint  State  and  are  elusive  in  any  grads'— this  is 
one  ot  the  choicest  we  have  encountered. 


357  “1783”  Washington  & Independence.  Copper.  Draped  Bust. 

No  Button.  Breen-1193,  Baker-3.  Proof-60.  145.6gr.nns.  T,iv- 
lor  restrike.  Center-grained  edge.  Attractive  light  brown  with  rv- 
fiective  fields  and  significant  minor  color  around  the  peripheries 
Some  surface  verdigris  among  the  peripheral  legends,  q^it  otVelnn 
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in  left  obverse  field,  a few  minor  field  spots  and  tiny  abrasions.  An 
attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue. 


358  1783  Washington  & Independence.  Silver  restrike.  Breen- 

1195,  Baker-3.  Draped  Bust  Proof-63.  154.2  grains.  Deeply  re- 
flective fields  show  bright  and  attractive  toning  exhibiting  blue  and 
violet  that  merges  into  gold.  A bold  and  well  preserved  example, 
nearly  of  gem  quality  but  for  a short  scratch  under  the  third  E of 
INDEPENDENCE  and  only  the  most  inconsequential  few  hair- 
lines. The  edge  engrailing  is  unevenly  impressed,  noted  only  be- 
cause so  many  of  these  coins  are  now  in  edge-obstructing  holders 
that  a researcher  might  never  be  able  to  discern  what  a “typical” 
edge  looks  like.  A beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular  restrike. 


359  1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  cent.  Breen-1217,  Baker-16. 

AU-50.  192.2  grains.  Reflective  and  highly  glossy  chocolate  brown, 
an  attractive  motthng  of  light  and  dark  tones.  Scattered  tiny  marks, 
excellent  visual  appeal,  minor  rim  bruise  under  Washington’s  shoul- 
der and  nick  over  P of  PRESIDENT,  a couple  of  nicks  below  date. 
A very  attractive  specimen  of  this  classic  and  desirable  type  struck 
during  Washington’s  first  term. 

Choice  Liberty  and  Security  Penny 


360  (1795)  Washington  Liberty  & Security  penny.  Breen-1254, 

Baker-30.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lightly  reflective  even  light  brown 
surfaces  show  nice  blue  and  rose  iridescence  in  the  fields  and  much 
faded  mint  color.  A beautiful  example  of  this  handsomely  designed 
issue  with  no  flaws  save  for  a minor  cut  at  Washington  s shoulder 
and  a mint-made  depression  from  a struck-through  at  the  epaulet. 
One  of  the  largest  of  the  Washington’s  issues  and  often  collected  for 
its  pleasing  portrait;  rarely  are  specimens  found  nicer  than  this. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1787  Fugio  Cent 


361  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  8-B.  Rarity-3.  Pointed  Rays. 

UNITED  STATES.  MS-63.  146.3  grains.  A beautiful  example 
with  full  cartwheel  lustre  on  choice  chocolate  brown  surfices.  Some 
mint  color  remains  in  protected  areas  of  the  obverse,  exceptional 
bold  strike  elicits  full  detail  from  the  dies.  A light  patch  of  surface 
corrosion  is  noted  around  the  sunface  and  above  87  of  the  date,  a 
fairly  common  situation  for  survivors  from  the  Bank  ot  New  York 
hoard  and  the  only  thing  keeping  this  lovely  Fugio  from  full  gem 
status.  A very  nice  type  coin  with  excellent  visual  appeal. 

Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 
UNITED  STATES 


362  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  8-B  Rarity-3.  Pointed  Rays. 

UNITED  STATES.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Even  chocolate  brown 
with  some  subtle  gloss  and  good  eye  appeal.  Nicely  struck,  some 
trifling  surface  roughness  in  areas  noted  under  a glass,  a few  reverse 
planchet  striations  including  a band  at  the  top  of  the  reverse.  A pleas- 
ing Bank  of  New  York  Hoard  com,  from  the  more  challenging 
UNITED  STATES  type  (Newman’s  B reverse  in  this  case).  The 
1787  Fugio  cent  was  the  nation’s  first  federal  coin  and  is  an  ideal 
coin  for  inclusion  in  a United  States  type  set  or  cent  collection-the 
fact  that  specimens  are  available  in  Mint  State  condition  like  this 
make  it  an  even  more  desirable  inclusion  in  any  collection. 

Choice  Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 


363  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  8-X.  Rarity-1.  Pointed  Rays. 

STATES  UNITED.  MS-62.  166.1  grains.  Choice  chocolate  brown 
with  glossy  smooth  surfaces.  The  surface  qualitv'  is  f,ir  finer  th.in  usu- 
ally seen  on  this  Bank  of  New  York  hoard  variety,  and  shows  neither 
significant  kegmarks  nor  planchet  striations.  Some  tiny  inborn  fliws 
are  noted  at  the  extreme  top  of  the  obverse  and  the  same  kx  ation  at 
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the  bottom  of  the  reverse  where  the  strike  is  not  quite  full,  and  a 
touch  of  hard  verdigris  is  present  above  TE  ofSTATES.  Late  die  state 
with  a heav\'  diagonal  crack  through  the  obverse  and  weakness  at  6:00 
on  the  obverse  stemming  from  that  die  state.  Collectors  who  have 
sought  long  and  hard  for  a really  beautiful  brown  Mint  State  speci- 
men for  their  rype  set  will  find  this  e.xample  highly  attractive. 

Nice  EF  Newman  13-R  Fugio 


364  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  13-R.  Rarity-5.  Pointed  Rays. 

STATES  UNITED.  EF-40. 157.2  grains.  A lovely  example  of  this 
rare  variety.  Attractive  light  brown  with  golden  tan  devices  and  ex- 
ceptional eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  No  major  planchet  flaws,  unlike 
the  Ford  coin  (at  S2300)  which  had  a large  void  on  the  reverse,  just 
some  inherent  nicks  in  the  planchet  which  were  not  completely 
obliterated  through  striking  pressure  around  the  bottom  sunrays  and 
the  two  rings  nearest  6:00  on  the  reverse.  Very  clo.se  to  the  Ford 
piece  in  terms  of  sharpness,  though  a bit  later  die  state  with  central 
swelling  on  the  reverse  caused  by  clashing  and  damage  to  the  dies- 
m technical  terms  the  coins  are  equal  or  very  nearly  so.  A tiny  rim 
bruise  is  noted  at  11:30  on  the  obverse,  only  minor  marks  other- 
wise. A very  desirable  example  of  this  variety. 


Choice  Mint  State  1787  Fugio 

Double  Struck 


365  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  13-X.  Rarity-1.  Pointed  Rays. 

STATES  UNITED.  Double  struck  obverse.  Second  striking 
22%  ofT center.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A visually  striking  error  in 
superb  grade.  BeautiRil  lustre  on  frosty  medium  brown  surfaces  with 
glimmers  of  mint  red  around  devices.  Boldly  mis-struck,  reverse  pro- 
tected by  a blank  planchet  and  showing  only  its  outline,  obverse  struck 
once  normally  but  struck  again  notably  (apparently  22'K))  off-center 
to  H):.30.  A few  minimal  dirk  planchet  striations,  no  significant  flaws, 
two  frill  dites  and  sharp  throughout.  Error  Fugio  cents  are  very  popular, 
particularly  so  because  they  are  occasionally  available  in  nice  grades 
thanks  to  the  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard.  This  example  is  on  a nicer 
planchet  than  most  and  should  see  active  bidding. 


Historic  Libertas  Americana  Medal 

Choice  AU 


366  (1783)  Libertas  Americana  medal.  Betts-615.  Copper.  Choice 

AU.  758.9  grains,  47.8  mm.  Beautiful  chocolate  brown  surfaces  .show 
significantly  glossy  reflectivity.  Exceptional  surface  quality,  only  the 
most  minor  evidence  of  true  cabinet  friction,  a lovely  specimen  of 
this  most  famous  and  important  early  American  medal.  A few  tiny 
rim  flaws  may  be  seen,  including  a nick  over  ME  of  AMERICANA, 
a few  tiny  rai.sed  spots  near  B of  LIBERTAS,  and  some  tiny  flecks 
elsewhere  are  present,  but  such  considerations  are  very  minor  when 
the  eye  appeal  of  the  medal  is  considered  from  both  near  and  far. 
American  collectors  have  included  examples  of  this  medal  in  their 
cabinets  since  its  conception  in  the  minds  ofBenJamin  Franklin  and 
his  Parisian  friend  Augustin  Dupre,  the  famed  engraver  who  ranks 
as  one  of  the  finest  ofhis  generation.  It  is  well  known  that  this  piece 
served  as  the  inspiration  for  the  Liberty  Cap  coinage  of  1793-96, 
but  its  historical  significance  is  far  greater  than  a mere  design  pat- 
tern for  copper  coins-this  medal  was  Franklin’s  patriotic  salute  to 
his  nation  (one  that  he  hoped  Congress  would  foot  the  bill  for,  inci- 
dentally, though  they  never  did).  The  leading  Americans  of  the  day 
owned  a specimen  of  this  medal  in  either  silver  or  copper,  and  its 
designs  and  inscriptions  would  have  been  easily  interpreted  and  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  by  the  classically  educated  men  (and  a few  women) 
who  were  first  hand  participants  in  this  nation’s  creation.  Today, 
though  the  words  of  Horace  (whose  poetry  is  the  source  for  the 
reverse  inscription)  are  not  on  most  school  kids’  lips,  we  can  all  get 
a chuckle  of  the  cowardly  British  lioness  with  her  tail  between  her 
legs.  It  your  cabinet  is  to  include  one  medal,  this  is  the  one— and 
collectors  with  patience  would  be  hard  pressed  to  locate  a more  at- 
tractive example  than  this. 
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HALF  CENTS 

Our  selection  of  half  cents  is  much  like  the  denomination  itself- 
briefbut  full  of  interest  for  collectors.  A simply  lovely  EF  1793,  a one 
year  type,  begins,  and  by  the  time  the  potential  bidder  has  finished 
this  section  they  will  notice  plate  coins  from  both  the  Cohen  and 
Breen  works,  rare  proofs  dated  1835, 1841, 1842,  and  1856,  and  .some 
lovely  “collector”  coins  in  between. 


Lovely  EF  1793  Half  Cent 

Smooth  and  Light  Brown 


(2x  photo) 


367  1793  Cohen-2,  Breen-2.  Rarity-3.  XF-40  (PCGS).  Lovely  light 
brown  color,  gently  woodgrained  with  darker  brown  tones,  on 
smooth  pleasing  surfaces.  A very  attractive  specimen  of  this  type, 
exhibiting  superb  visual  appeal  for  the  grade  and  color  and  surfaces 
far  finer  than  usually  encountered.  Very  sharp,  only  light  scattered 
contact  marks,  a few  very  light  parallel  scratches  hidden  in  Liberty’s 
hair  near  the  top  of  her  head,  a few  nearly  invisible  rim  bruises  on 
left  side  of  reverse  noted  for  accuracy,  natural  planchet  fissures  at  B 
of  LIBERTY  and  at  top  of  reverse  ending  at  OF,  One  of  the  most 
desirable  type  coins  in  the  entire  American  series,  the  1793  halt  cent 
is  a one  year  type  and  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  denomination. 
Furthermore,  it  is  usually  found  in  low  grades,  with  poor  quality 
surfaces,  post-striking  defects,  or  just  plain  ugly.  This  com  is  the 
opposite-well  preserved  and  very  pleasing  to  the  eye.  It  deserves  a 
place  in  a carefully  assembled  collection. 

368  A pair  of  early  half  cents,  including  a collectible  example  of 
the  scarce  1793:  ☆ 1793  C-3,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  Fair-2,  sharpness  of 
G-4,  heavy  scratches  under  date.  Heavily  worn  though  all  legends 
and  date  remain  plain,  deep  brown  and  mostly  smooth,  a few  rim 
nicks,  desirable  despite  its  flaws  1795  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  Let- 
tered edge.  G-5,  sharpness  ofF-15,  granular  surfaces  and  heavy  digs 
at  central  obverse.  Light  brown  with  scattered  roughness,  three  heavy 
digs  at  Liberty’s  face  and  temple,  still  sharp  and  collectible.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


High-Grade  1794  Half  Cent 


Attractive  AU-55  (NGC) 


369  1794  C-9,  B-9.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Manley  2.0.  Even  me- 

dium chocolate  brown,  a most  appealing  shade,  with  some  underly- 
ing iridescence  on  the  glossy  surfaces.  Bold  and  very  attractive,  only 
tiny  contact  marks  noted.  A sharp  specimen  who.se  quality  far  ex- 
ceeds the  average  encountered  for  this  issue.  A few  little  flecks  of 
verdigris  below  H of  HALF  are  noted.  Superior  to  the  Cohen-9s  in 
many  advanced  cabinets  and  a highly  desirable  addition  to  any  col- 
lector of  early  copper. 


Sharp  and  Attractive  1795  Half  Cent 

Lettered  Edge 


370  1795  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  Lettered  edge.  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Manley  1.0.  Very  nice  chestnut  brown,  mahogany  tones  around 
devices  long  since  faded  from  mint  color,  smooth  and  full  of  visual 
appeal.  A very  sharp  specimen  of  this  important  variety,  the  Let- 
tered Edge  type  that  major  variety  collectors  seek  to  include  in  their 
collections.  The  surfaces  are  notably  free  of  marks,  some  surface 
verdigris  is  noted  in  the  intricacies  of  the  reverse  and  likely  remov- 
able, details  especially  bold  for  a coin  certified  as  VF;  a V-shaped 
scratch  between  the  final  date  and  the  bust  is  the  only  defect  worth 
mentioning.  A very  attractive  example  of  this  variety,  one  that  pro- 
vides a significant  challenge  in  grades  finer  than  this. 


Cohen  Plate  1795  C-6a 


371  1795  C-6a,  B-6a.  Rarity-2.  No  Pole.  VG-10.  Manley  1 .0.  Sharp- 

ness of  F-15,  but  two  dull  old  digs  are  noted  below  9:00  in  the  left 
obverse  field  and  below  Y of  LIBERT  Y.  Very  attractive  light  browm, 
nice  surface  quality  with  only  the  tiny  contact  marks  that  bespeak 

Note:  All  uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in 
accordance  with  “EAC”  grading  techniques,  often  conservative 
in  relation  to  other  standards,  including  “market  grading." 
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some  time  m circulation,  nick  above  I ot  LIBERTY.  An  attractive 
specimen  for  the  grade,  but  more  importantly  the  coin  from  Roger 
C.ohen  s collection  that  he  used  to  illustrate  a C-6a  overstruck  on  a 
Talbot,  Allutii,  and  Lee  cent  m the  second  edition  of  his  standard 
reterence  (page  23).  The  coin  was  later  included  in  the  Superior  sale 
ot  his  collection  with  a description  ot  “choice  tan  color”  and  a slightly 
lower  net  grade  than  we  teel  it  deserves.  Generous  amounts  of  the 
TAL  undertype  remain,  with  CO  ot  COMMERCE  plain  near  the 
obverse  rim  and  ALL  ot  ALLUM  plain  atop  the  reverse.  A rare  op- 
ptirtuinry  to  add  a Cohen  plate  coin  to  your  collection. 

/•nwi  Slack's  sale  of  June  1968,  Lot  139;  Ray  D.  Xlimde  to  Roger  Cohen; 
Superior's  sale  of  the  Roger  Cohen  Collection,  February  1992,  Lot  61.  Plated 
in  American  Halt  Cents,  Second  Edition  by  Roger  Cohen  on  page  23. 


Double  Struck  1804  Half  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


372  1804  C-13,  B-10.  Rarity-1.  Plain  4,  Stemless.  Double  Struck 

Obverse.  F-15  (PCGS).  Two-tone  dark  brown  and  tan  with  light 
even  roughness  in  the  fields.  The  obverse  is  boldly  double  struck  in 
collar  with  perhaps  a 20'  rotation  between  strikes.  The  visual  affect 
is  unusual  and  striking,  most  visible  in  the  profile  and  bust  of  Lib- 
erty, with  two  eyes  atop  each  other  and  a second  set  of  lips  creating 
a dimple  on  Liberty's  chin.  The  reverse  shows  no  signs  of  double 
striking  and  was  apparently  protected  by  another  blank  planchet.  A 
bold  and  attractive  specimen  of  this  popular  error  type. 


373  1809C-3,  B-4.  R<irity-1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Frosty  dark  choco- 

late brown  with  pleasing  cartwheel  Itistre.  Nicely  struck  and  very 
attractiv-. , no  major  marks  and  very  clean  fields.  Far  scarcer  in  this 
level  of  preservation  than  other  later  dates  of  this  tvpe.  A very  pleas- 
ing spei  linen  for  a half  cent  date  set. 

A i -fmis  2.  none  finer  Three  un.ittribiited  IS(K)  half  cents  have  also 
•n  " iiletl  \1STiS  HN.  but  none  have  been  graded  finer  of  any  variety*.  A single 
irrr  I..,,.  (1  pi<  h.is  b*  fi  gradcil  \1  S-b.S  K H 


374  A foursome  of  Classic  Head  half  cents,  including  t he  popular 
1809/6  and  1828  12  Star  varieties  and  a very  nice  Mint  State 
1828:  ☆ 1809/6.  C-5,  B-5.  Rarity- 1.  Overdate.  EF-40.  Chocolate 
brown  with  subtle  tan  around  the  peripheries  and  choice,  smooth 
surfaces.  Nice  for  the  grade  ☆ 1828  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-1.  12  Stars. 
VF-35,  sharpness  of  EF-45,  patch  of  light  surface  corrosion  inside 
star  1 . Lightly  reflective  deep  brown  and  mahogany  with  some  lus- 
tre and  a trace  of  mint  color  in  protected  areas  ☆ 1828  C-3,  B-3. 
Rarity- 1.  MS-60+.  Choice  lustrous  light  brown  with  abundant  gold 
and  faded  mint  color  with  an  olive  and  gold  reverse.  Full  lustrous 
cartwheel,  a splendid  near-gem  ☆ 1834  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity- 1.  AU- 
55.  Frosty  light  brown  and  gold  with  plentiful  mint  color  remaining 
on  the  highly  lustrous  reverse.  A whisper  of  wear  away  from  Choice 
Mint  State  and  a very  attractive  half  cent.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


The  Lovely  Eliasberg  1810  1/2^ 

Pedigreed  to  1897 


375  1810  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Frostv-  chestnut 

brown  with  full  lustre  and  some  faded  mint  color  at  lower  central 
reverse.  E.xcellent  cartwheel  and  overall  eye  appeal,  a beautifi.il  ex- 
ample of  this  date  which  is  inexplicably  difficult  to  find  in  top  grade- 
many  collectors  settle  for  a piece  of  EF  quality  after  patiently  search- 
ing for  a finer  piece  to  no  avail.  Some  areas  of  darker  toning  blend  in 
nicely,  spot  noted  under  star  8,  dark  toning  above  OF  inside  rim. 
Stars  on  right  side  and  legend  on  right  side  a trifle  soft,  as  usually  seen 
on  the  date,  else  a bold  and  impressive  coin.  One  of  the  unknown 
keys  in  the  series  in  this  grade  level,  a true  challenge  to  locate  in  choice 
Mint  State  and  almost  never  seen  with  extensive  mint  color-PCGS 
has  certified  but  a single  ILB  specimen  and  it  was  not  as  fine  as  this. 
Provenance  and  quality  both  matter,  making  this  splendid  half  cent  a 
delightful  potential  addition  to  your  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  1 liner  (MS-65  BN).  The  only  RB  specimen  grades.!  bv 
PC.CiS  is  MS-6.5.  The  crowd  of  pieces  at  the  MS-64  level  suggests  a stissng  (x>ssi- 
bility  of  duplicate  entries. 

From  S.H.  and  Henry  Chapman 's  sale  of  the  A/..4 . litouii  Collection. 
April  1897;  J.M.  Clapp;  Purchased  in  1942  with  the  Clapp  estate  collec- 
tion by  Louis  Eliaslx’rg,  Sr. ; Auctions  by  Hourrs  and  Mcirna.  Im.  's  sak  ot 
the  Louis  EliasUrg  Collection,  .May  1996,  Lot4  U 
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376  1828  C-3,  B-2.  Rarity-1.  13  Stars.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  A most 

attractive  specimen  showing  nearly  full  mint  color,  only  barely  faded 
to  deep  violet  in  areas.  Exceptional  full  cartwheel,  nearly  gem-qual- 
ity visual  appeal  that  makes  us  believe  this  coin  will  not  sell  for  an 
“MS-63”  price.  Fairly  nice  strike  for  this  sometimes  bluntly  struck 
date,  a few  light  obverse  hairlines  noted  under  magnified  scrutiny, 
no  major  marks  or  heavy  flyspecks.  A really  beautiful  example  and 
an  ideal  high-grade  type  coin. 


Breen  Plate  Proof  1835  1/2^ 


377  1835  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-6  as  a Proof.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS). 

Nicely  reflective  fields  exhibit  deep  gold  and  olive  with  traces  of 
faded  rose  on  the  obverse  and  richer,  more  plentiful  faded  red-rose 
shades  on  the  reverse.  A beautiful  Proof,  rarer  than  Breen’s  Rarity- 
6 rating  would  suggest  in  our  experience  and  perhaps  high  in  that 
rating,  certainly  very  desirable  in  this  superb  state  of  preservation. 
Two  minuscule  nicks,  one  under  lowest  curl  above  date  and  one 
under  star  6,  identify  this  as  the  Breen  plate  coin  for  State  I.  Ironi- 
cally, even  on  Breen’s  plate  the  thin  crack  above  ERICA  is  plain, 
making  this  actually  State  II,  a Proof-only  state  according  to  Breen. 
A splendid  example,  among  the  very  finest  certified  and  especially 
interesting  to  a collector  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  standard  work  on 
half  cent  Proofs. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  in  designation.  A single  piece  has  been  graded 
Proof-65  RB. 

Plated  ill  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Halt  Cents 
on  pa(;e  364. 


Exceptional  1841  Original  Half  Cent 
Proof-65  RB  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 


378  1841  B-1.  Rarity-5.  Original.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Choice 

deep  chocolate  brown  with  pleasing  mint  color  highlighting  the 
obverse  periphery,  particularly  at  the  base  of  the  obverse,  and  more 
generously  but  not  as  brightly  around  the  reverse  devices  and  leg- 
ends. Very  nice  surfice  quahty  with  only  a thin  old  scratch  under 
star  7 to  note,  no  serious  spotting  or  hairlines  and  only  some  light 
scattered  contact  marks  here  or  there.  Die  crack  through  stars  3 to 
7,  full  but  subtle,  Breen’s  state  III.  A lovely  example  of  this  popular 
issue,  an  original  Proof  half  cent  with  large  berries  reverse  that  was 
actually  struck  in  1841  rather  than  in  the  late  1850s  or  1860s. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

On  tliis  Proof  half  cent  variety  and  others  included  herein,  we  have  chosen  to 
use  the  new  rarity  ratings  given  in  the  first  edition  of  Penny  Prices,  the  updated 
price  and  rarity  guide  composed  by  Bill  Noyes  and  a cast  of  contributors. 
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Remarkable  Gem  1842  Proof  Half  Cent 

The  Finest  of  the  Type  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


379  1842  B-2.  Rarity-6.  First  Restrike.  Proof-67  RB  (NGC).  Es- 
sentially full  mint  color,  barely  faded  in  areas  to  pleasing  deep  rose 
from  the  original  bright  orange;  certainly  there  is  no  “brown”  to  be 
found  on  this  coin.  A lovely  example,  as  bold  and  detailed  as  one 
could  hope  for,  free  of  all  but  the  most  minor  flyspecks  but  for  a 
single  very  subtle  spot  below  star  10.  Several  natural  planchet  chips 
are  noted  inside  the  reverse  wreath  to  identify  this  specimen,  and 
what  few  scattered  hairlines  are  present  make  no  impact  on  the  vi- 
sual appeal  as  one  could  discern  from  the  grade  assigned.  A simply 
beautiful  half  cent,  typical  of  the  quality  that  Harlan  Page  Smith 
chose  to  include  in  his  majestic  collection  but  certainly  atypical  of 
the  usual  quality  of  Proof  half  cents  of  this  or  any  issu^NGC  has 
certified  only  one  other  half  cent  of  the  entire  type  at  this  grade  level 
with  none  finer.  A premium  bid  is  warranted. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer.  Only  one  other  Proof  half  cent  has  been  certi- 
fied as  Proof-67  RU.  an  1845  Restrike. 

From  S.  H.  and  Henry  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  Collec- 
tion, May  1906;  J.M.  Clapp;  Purchased  from  the  Clapp  estate  collection  by 
Louis  Eliasberg,  Sr.  in  1942;  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Inc.  ’s  sale  of 
the  Liuiis  Eliasber^  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  457. 

380  1855  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Full  radiant  cart- 
wheel lustre  on  steel  brown  surfaces  that  retain  generous  amounts 
of  mint  color  surrounding  the  devices.  A few  spots  are  present  on 
the  rim  outside  the  stars,  but  the  overall  eye  appeal  and  quality  is 
superb  for  the  issue.  Ideal  for  a type  set. 


Mostly  Red  1856  Proof  Half  Cent 


381  1856  B-3.  Rarity-5.  Restrike.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely 

reflective  surfaces  retain  most  of  their  original  mint  red  color,  the 
reverse  showing  essentially  full  mint  color,  the  obverse  lightly  faded 
in  areas  to  deep  violet-rose  and  golden  tones.  Excellent  visual  ap- 
peal, nice  surface  quality,  a few  minor  flyspecks  on  the  obverse  mostly 
reserved  to  the  field  behind  Liberty’s  head  with  a spot  noted  for 
identification  left  of  star  12  near  rear  hair  curl;  reverse  notably  free 
of  specks,  some  light  hairlines  noted  scattered  on  both  sides  but  not 
an  offensive  amount  for  the  grade  assigned.  A lovely  specimen  of 
this  Proof  issue,  one  often  included  in  type  sets.  The  present  speci- 
men is  of  above  average  quality  and  should  be  carefully  considered 
by  those  who  are  seeking  a single  nice  Proof  half  cent. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (Proof-65  ItJi).  A single  piece  has  been  certified 
as  Proof-65  RD. 
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LARGE  CENTS 

While  important  large  cents  have  appeared  in  both  previous  Clas- 
sics Sales,  we  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  offering  so  many  superb 
cents  as  in  the  present  sale.  Condition  Census  early  date  cents  abound, 
though  several  old-time  consignments  have  also  yielded  choice  cents 
that  will  appeal  to  a far  broader  range  of  collectors.  With  well-known, 
pedigreed  specimens  joining  “fresh”  discoveries,  the  table  is  set  for  a 
truly  memorable  offering.  The  following  Sheldon  varieties  are  present 
in  Condition  Census  (top  6)  quality:  S-3  (a  spectacular  MS-65  Chain 
cent),  S-17a,  S-28,  S-97,  S-110,  S-124,  S-281,  and  S-293.  Late  date 


examples  of  1816  N-4,  1819  N-4,  1819  N-7, 1828  N-10  (both  finest 
and  second  finest  known!),  1837  N-5,  1847  N-18,  1848  N-21,  and 
1853  N-IO  of  Condition  Census  quality  arc  present.  Additionally, 
the  only  two  large  cents  struck  on  foreign  coins  and  two  ex- 
tremely rare  Proofs  are  herein-what  a superb  feast  of  early  copper! 


Note:  All  uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in 
accordance  with  “EAC”  grading  techniques,  often  conservative 
in  relation  to  other  standards,  including  “market  grading.” 


Glossy  VF  1793  Chain  AMERI 

Sheldon-1 


(2: 


382  1793  Sheldon-1.  Rarity-4.  Chain.  AMERI.  VF-30  (PCGS). 

Glossy  deep  tan,  a honey  brown  shade  with  splendid  visual  appeal 
on  the  obverse  while  the  reverse  reveals  olive  and  mahogany  high- 
lights under  a light.  The  surfaces  are  hard  and  attractive,  despite  the 
presence  of  scattered  microscopic  pits  on  the  obverse  that  are  not 
detected  without  careful  scrutiny.  Only  a few  minor  marks  are  dis- 
cernible—a single  tiny  nick  on  the  raised  rim  at  9:00  on  the  obverse, 
a short  horizontal  scratch  at  the  raised  rim  above  B of  LIBERTY,  a 
very  short  scratch  left  of  U of  UNITED  on  the  reverse.  Crisp  early 
die  state.  The  overall  impression  is  highly  favorable-an  unusual  state- 
ment for  an  AMERI-with  the  sharpness  sufficient  enough  to  make 
this  an  important  cent. 

While  a number  of  sharper  specimens  are  known,  they  are  key- 
stones of  some  of  the  most  significant  extant  cabinets  oflarge  cents 
and  early  type  coins-a  fine  AMERI  is  the  sort  of  thing  a major  cabi- 
net is  built  upon.  In  offering  this  variety  the  pole  position  of  his  295 


photo) 

numerically  numbered  varieties,  Sheldon  followed  every  major  au- 
thor on  the  early  cents  who  preceded  him:  Crosby,  Frossard, 
Doughty,  and  more.  This  issue’s  reputation  and  fame  is  owed  not 
only  to  this  primacy,  a fact  which  confirms  that  all  students  oflarge 
cents  consider  it  the  first  variety  oflarge  cent  ever  struck  at  the  U.S. 
Mint,  but  also  to  its  utterly  unique  legends,  its  160  year  history  of 
being  a sought-after  variety,  and  the  difficulty  with  which  a collec- 
tor new  to  the  series  finds  a satisfactory  example.  The  unique 
AMERI  legend  probably  points  to  poor  planning  when  the  die  was 
created,  a lesson  that  was  clearly  learned  since  no  other  Chain  cent 
(or  other  type)  bears  this  legend  but  the  Sheldon- 1 . This  example  is 
one  for  the  ages;  indeed,  were  Ed  Cogan  alive  today  we’re  sure  he 
would  offer  at  least  a few  dollars  for  it.  Today,  the  winning  bidder 
may  have  to  add  several  zeroes,  but  the  pleasure  derived  from  own- 
ing such  a cent  will  surely  be  worth  it. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1793  Sheldon-3  Chain  Cent 
One  of  the  Finest  Chain  Cents  Extant 
Sheldon’s  Personal  Specimen  and  Plate  Coin 


383  1793  S-3.  Rarity-3-.  Chain.  AMERICA.  MS-65  BN  (NGC). 

A simply  stunning  specimen  of  our  Mint’s  first  com.  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  storied  18th-century  American  copper  coins  in  ex- 
istence. Fully  lustrous  light  brown  obverse  surface  glows  steel  and 
gold  with  faded  mint  color,  with  the  frostv’  reverse  exhibiting  a shade 
of  less  faded  mint  color,  golden  light  brown,  with  rich  olive  high- 
lights within  the  chain  and  around  devices.  Traces  of  mint  color 
remain  around  the  date  and  within  the  hair  strands.  Full  of  mint 
bloom,  surfaces  spectacular  and  fresh,  details  fully  realized  and  well 
struck  with  only  a single  Hat  hairlock  above  the  ear,  profile  angular 
and  boldly  defined,  chain  on  reverse  stands  out  in  high  relief  pro- 
tected by  a significant  reverse  rim.  Late  die  state  with  incuse  im- 
pression of  the  chain  bold  at  Liberty’s  neck  (though  not  bold  enough 
that  contemporary  users  of  such  coinage  would  make  a connection 
to  “Liberrv' m chains"  as  fancifully  concluded  by  Breen).  Heavy 
tlowlmes  radiate  from  central  devices  (the  artifacts  that  Sheldon 
, ailed  "suction  marks"  in  the  text  ofEiirlyAwerican  Cents  and  Peimy 
U7iwijy  when  he  owned  this  com),  a few  individual  and  stray  hair- 
lines m the  obverse  fields  (not  protected  by  the  same  raised  rim  as 
benefits  the  reverse  of  this  vanerv),  tiny  spot  inside  rini  near  4;()() 
on  o!.,  e rse  shows  two  timer  Hecks  m planetary  orbit,  spot  right  of 
I in  ■'  F.NT  .ind  minuseule  nick  above  T in  UNITED  identif' 


this  as  the  Early  American  Cents  and  Penny  Whimsy  plate  specimen 
for  the  Sheldon-3  variety. 

While  certification  figures  dictate  otherwise  through  a combi- 
nation of  resubmissions  inflating  populations  and  gradual  grade  in- 
flation, there  are  only  seven  1793  Chain  cents  of  the  four  collectible 
varieties  that  are  recognized  by  the  early  copper  collecting  commu- 
nity as  Mint  State.  Two  of  these  are  Sheldon-3s:  the  present  coin 
and  the  Garrett  coin,  which  though  the  finer  of  the  two  has  been 
closely  held  privately  since  the  Garrett  sale  and  is  still  in  a private 
cabinet.  When  the  text  of  Penny  Whimsy  was  first  written  in  the  late 
1940s  (published  as  Early  American  Cents  in  1949),  Dr.  William 
Sheldon  owned  this  coin  and  did  not  know  of  the  coin  held  in  the 
Evergreen  House  in  Baltimore.  He  discussed  this  coin  in  the  text 
under  his  number  3; 

“There  are  not  as  many  of  them  at  the  highest  levels  of  condi- 
tion as  seemed  to  be  the  case  10  years  ago.  The  Cleneay-Jacknian- 
Ryder  coin,  MS-65,  still  holds  top  honors,  but  re-e.xamination  of 
all  the  other  “good  ones”  available  has  failed  to  confirm  the  exist- 
ence of  even  one  other  full  MS  example." 

Indeed,  other  than  the  Garrett  coin  .ind  an  MS-60  Sheldon- 1 
that  is  now  in  a private  West  Coast  collection,  there  aa'  no  moa' 
Mint  State  Chain  cents  known  to  collectors  tinlav  than  thea-  wea- 
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when  Slicldon  wrote.  Of  those,  the  man  that  invented  the  7()-point 
grading  system  only  ever  called  two  MS-65:  this  coin  and  the  coin 
called  “The  Coin!,”  the  famous  and  exceptional  Hines-Naftzger 
Shcldon-4  that  was  last  marketed  at  an  impressive  seven  figure  sum. 

Though  tastes  change  in  American  numismatics,  the  desirabil- 
ity of  a high  grade  and  attractive  Chain  cent  has  remained  constant 
since  before  the  Civil  War.  Indeed,  most  collectors  find  that  a well- 
worn  example  is  acceptable  (if  they  acquire  one  at  all),  and  the  truly 
advanced  cent  tanatics  are  usually  thrilled  to  have  a piece  of  “just” 
VF  or  EF  quality.  Few  can  boldly  hope  to  own  a Mint  State  example 
of  this  most  famous  and  short  lived  type  of  early  American  copper 
coin,  let  alone  a gem  with  a century-old  provenance  including  some 
of  the  best  known  specialists  in  the  field.  When  Henry  Chapman 
catalogued  this  coin  in  1918,  he  wrote  about  the  “magnificent  im- 
pression, sharp  and  even”  and  called  it  “a  superb  cent.”  While 
Chapman  would  recognize  little  about  the  modern  numismatic 
marketplace,  it  is  ultimately  satisfying  to  know  that  any  cabinet  for- 
tunate enough  to  provide  shelter  to  this  coin  would  appeal  to  the 
tastes  of  the  finest  numismatists  of  Chapman’s  or  any  generation. 
An  amazing  artifact  of  early  America,  one  of  the  most  important 
coins  of  this  vintage  in  existence,  a coin  which  ranks  as  one  of  the 
most  desirable  in  the  grand  range  of  American  numismatics. 

NGC  Census:  2 Chain  cents  have  been  graded  as  MS-65  BN  without  differ- 
entiation as  to  variety,  with  one  Sheldon-3  (the  Garrett  com)  graded  finer,  as  an 
MS-66  ItJ3.  “The  Coin,”  the  prooflike  Sheldon-4,  was  graded  as  MS-66  BN. 
The  finest  NGC-graded  Sheldon-3  with  its  attribution  actually  identified  in  the 
census  information  is  a mere  EF-40. 

The  Chain  cent  was  struck  for  only  a brief  time,  with  all  five  die  varieties 
thought  to  have  been  coined  in  March  1793.  Elias  Boudinot  described  the  initial 
cent  coinage  and  identified  the  author  of  the  dies  in  1795,  saying  “it  was  also  a 
considerable  time  before  an  engraver  could  be  engaged,  during  which  the  chief 
coiner  was  obhged  to  make  the  dies  himself,  and  yet  the  dies  are  subject  to  fre- 
quent failure  from  breaking.”  Thus,  Henry  Voigt,  the  German-born  mechanic 
who  was  appointed  chief  coiner  by  President  Washington  (his  original  appoint- 
ment stiU  exists),  created  the  Liberty  image  that  was  described  as  being  “in  a fright” 


by  the  contemporary  press.  The  chain  on  the  reverse,  with  15  links  iii  all,  was 
undoubtedly  inspired  by  its  only  federal  predecessor:  the  1787  Fugio  cent  with 
designs  after  Franklin’s  devices  created  for  the  1776  Continental  Currency  coin- 
age. The  press  didn’t  hkc  that  either,  apparently  unimpressed  by  its  origins  in  Revo- 
lutionary iconography,  calling  it  “a  poor  omen  for  liberty.”  Only  about  36,1)01) 
pieces  are  thought  to  have  been  struck  before  the  design  was  changed. 

Interestingly,  Allison  W.  Jackman  owned  Condition  Census  examples  of 
Sheldon-1,  Sheldon-2,  and  Sheldon-3.  The  present  coin,  in  that  1918  catalogue, 
was  called  “light  olive  color  and  a perfect  match  for  the  two  preceding.”  The  other 
two  coins,  both  considered  AU  by  modern  “EAC”  style  grading  and  undoubtedly 
some  Mint  State  grade  in  terms  of  market  realities,  were  the  Main  Sheldon- 1, 
fourth  finest  known,  and  the  “TAD”  Sheldon-2,  tied  for  second  finest  known. 
The  Ham  coin  realized  ,$166,7.50  in  2002,  while  the  “TAD”  coin  brought  $1 10,(XK) 
in  its  1997  appearance.  Thatjackman  owned  all  three  of  these  Chain  cents  (and  a 
Brasher  doubloon)  speaks  volumes  about  the  quality  of  his  cabinet-the  fact  that 
these  two  coins  that  are  nominally  AU  compared  to  the  “EAC”  Mint  State  stature 
of  the  present  coin  speaks  volumes  about  the  value  of  this  coin  in  the  current 
market.  This  com  brought  $120,000  in  auction  over  23  years  ago. 

An  impressive  provenance:  From  the  collection  of  Joseph  Zanoni,  a Cin- 
cinnati collector  and  owner  of  an  ice  cream  shop  whose  collection  was  sold  in 
1867  by  Edward  Cogan,  apparently  privately  to  fellow  Cincinnatian  Tho- 
mas Cleneay;  S.H.  and  Flenry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Thomas  Cleneay 
Collection,  December  1890,  Lot  1794; J.F.  Anger  (a  collector  who  was  also 
a cent  buyer  in  the  1890  Parmelee  sale)  toArba  Borden  (a  name  consignor  to 
an  1893  Frossard  sale  which  contained  Mint  State  early  cents  but  lacked  a 
Chain  in  this  grade);  apparently  privately  to  Allison  W.  Jackman;  Flenry 
Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Allison  W.  Jackman  Collection, June  1918,  Lot  685; 
to  Hillyer  Ryder,  whose  collection  remained  intact  between  his  death  in  1928 
and  its  sale  in  1945;  purchased  by  Wayte  Raymond  in  May  1945  with  the 
rest  of  the  Ryder  collection;  sold  privately  to  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  in 
1947;  sold  as  part  of  the  Sheldon  Collection  to  R.E.  "Ted”  Naftzger  on 
April  19,  1972;  sold  to  Stanley  Kesselman  in  March  1980  as  partial  pay- 
ment to  Kesselman  for  the  Garrett  S-3;  Paramount’s  session  of  Auction  ’80, 
August  1980,  Lot  554  for  $120,000;  Tesoro  Numismatics  (William  A. 
Asprino,  Charles  O.  Browne,  and John  P.  Coppola);  Fleritage’sANA  1998 
Sale,  August  1998,  Lot  5851;  to  our  present  consignor. 
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Popular  1793  Chain  Cent 
F-12  (PCGS) 


(2x  photo) 


384  1793  S-3.  Rarity-3-.  Chain.  AMERICA.  F-12  (PCGS).  At- 

tractive mahogany  shades  on  the  obverse,  even  deep  steel  on  the 
reverse.  Finely  granular  on  both  sides  but  not  offensively  so.  No 
substantial  marks  are  discernible  even  under  scrutiny,  nice  detail  for 
the  assigned  grade  with  excellent  differentiation  in  the  back  hair 
strands  of  Liberty  and  a full  bold  reverse.  A “collector  grade”  Chain 
cent  with  no  significant  defects  but  for  some  forgivable  light  granu- 
larity, full  of  visual  appeal  and  ready  to  fill  one  of  the  more  challeng- 
ing holes  in  your  type  set. 


Famous  1793  Wreath  Cent  Badge 
“H.E.  Perkins  - ANNO  1797” 
Unique 


385  1793  Sheldon-5  enclosed  in  silverplated  copper  badge  en- 

graved “H.E.  Perkins  / Merc.  Phil./  Pennsylvania  / ANNO  / 
1797.  Extremely  Fine.  57.5  x 35.8  mm.  A fascinating  and  truly 
unique  early  American  artifact  made  notable  by  its  inclusion  of  a 
very  nice  1793  Wreath  cent  and  incorporation  of  the  reverse  design 
element  of  the  Small  Eagle  SlOs  of  1795  to  1797.  The  copper  badge 
was  built  around  the  1793  cent,  with  a small  circular  punch  used  to 
produce  a border  between  cent  and  badge  which  imitated  its  origi- 
nal border  beads.  As  noted  the  last  time  this  cataloguer  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  encounter  this  exciting  piece,  “the  cent  itself  is  a 
lovely  chocolate  brown  with  some  surface  highlights,  lightly  and 
lovingly  polished  over  the  years  but  natural  in  appearance”  and  grades 
Fine- 15.  The  piece  shows  carefully  engraved  details  and  nourishes 
in  addition  to  the  inscription  noted  above,  with  the  Small  Eagle 
device  and  “No.  3”  on  the  back  of  the  item.  The  edge,  engraved  in 
a simpler  all-capitalized  sans  serif font,  presumably  names  the  maker: 
TH.  DANFORTH  HI  PHILADELPHIA.  Mr.  Danforth  is  a known 
historical  figure,  a pewterer  born  in  1756  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut and  opened  a shop  in  Philadelphia  in  1807  to  produce 
wrought  metal  objects.  He  retired  in  1813  and  died  in  1818,  which 
neatly  dates  this  piece’s  production  to  1807  to  1813,  the  period  prefa- 
tory to  the  treaty  that  ended  the  War  of  1812  when  American  in- 
dustry suffered  under  an  embargo.  As  we  noted  in  2002,  “his 
pcwterware  includes  many  decorations  produced  with  a tiny  circular 
punch  like  the  one  irsed  on  this  piece”  and  his  simple  flourishes  also 
echo  the  style  of  his  known  metal  objects.  While  the  manufacturer  of 
this  piece  is  readily  identifiable,  the  character  who  presumably  car- 
ried it,  Mr.  H.E.  Perkins,  is  unknown  to  us  today,  unable  to  be  iden- 
tified through  Perkins  family  genealogies  or  an  historic  inquiry  into 
the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  in  this  period-we  assume  that  “Merc. 
Phil.”  is  an  abbreviation  for  Merchant  of  Philadelphia,  a us.ige  that 
appears  in  contemporary  newspapers  and  accounts.  The  census  left 
people  out  aU  the  time,  and  many  folks  from  this  area  simplv  left  no 
easily  identifiable  paper  trail,  though  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  an- 
.swer  to  our  question  lurks  in  a pile  of  old  paper  somewheR’. 

Whomever  Perkins  was,  he  was  apparently  we.ilthy  enough  to  h,i\Y 
a talented  metalworker  create  this  badge  and  had  some  rmsoii  to  haw 
a cent  placed  in  it  and  the  design  from  a Slti  pl.iced  11)1011  it-hc  like- 
wise had  some  reason  to  place  his  name,  the  war  17*>7.  and  the  luini- 
ber  3 upon  it.  Hut  we  don't  know  what  that  is  We  can  guess  that 


AMIiKICAN  NUMISMAIK'  RAILI  LIL.S 


The  Classics  Sale 


91 


perhaps  he  was  a member  of  a guild,  a social  club,  or  a gentleman’s 
group,  some  sort  of  organization  to  which  this  served  as  an  identifier 
of  membership.  It  bears  no  means  of  suspension  or  display,  and  it 
shows  wear  consistent  with  being  a pocket  piece.  Perhaps  he  joined 
the  club  in  1797  and  paid  $ 10  to  join,  thus  explaining  the  date  and  the 
Small  Eagle?  If  only  history  were  as  simple  as  making  guesses . . . 

Since  the  appearance  of  this  piece  at  the  1975  ANA  Conven- 
tion, it  has  been  a much  loved  and  frequently  discussed  large  cent- 
related  item.  Breen  chose  to  plate  it  in  his  Large  Cent  Encyclopedia 
under  the  description  for  Sheldon-5.  Today,  it  becomes  available  to 
be  a centerpiece  of  another  collection  of  early  cents  or  numismatic 
oddities  of  the  federal  period.  Its  desirability  and  interest  has  re- 
mained high  ever  since  it  first  became  known  to  American  numis- 
matists and  we  are  pleased  to  handle  this  exciting  piece. 

First  seen  at  the  1975  ANA  Cotwention.  Later  offered  in  Kagin’s  1977 
ANA  Sale,  August  1977,  Lot  226.  Most  recently  offered  in  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  sale  of  November 2002,  Lot  303.  Plated  in  Walter  Breen’s  Com- 
plete Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Large  Cents  on  page  49. 


Lovely  High-Grade  1793  Wreath  Cent 


(2x  photo) 

386  1793  S-9.  Rarity-2.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  Attractive  milk  chocolate  brown  with  olive  highlights 
around  devices.  A very  pleasing  Wreath  cent,  some  trifling  surface 
granularity  noted  on  the  obverse,  scattered  contact  marks  including 
a nick  right  of  Y of  LIBERTY,  tiny  rim  bruises  above  NI  of 
UNITED  and  M of  AMERICA.  A bold  example  of  this  beautiful 
first  year  of  issue  type.  Late  die  state,  equivalent  to  Breen  s State 
VII,  with  notable  reverse  die  cracks.  An  ideal  type  coin,  a worthy 
addition  to  a carefully  considered  cabinet. 


Extraordinary  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent 

An  Unusually  Problem-Free  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 

387  1793  S-13.  Rarity-4-.  Liberty  Cap.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A cent  of 

exquisite  beauty  and  connoisseur  quality.  Appealing  steel  brown 
surfaces  show  some  golden  undertones.  The  fields  are  hard  and  very 
nearly  smooth,  though  even  the  smoothest  1793  Caps  seem  to  have 
a faint  underlying  granularity  with  few  notable  exceptions  like  the 
amazing  Eliasberg  coin,  the  only  Mint  State  1793  Cap  in  existence. 
The  details  are  remarkably  well  defined,  reverse  centered  a little  to 
the  left  though  each  bead  is  complete,  EN  of  CENT  a bit  soft,  a few 
whisper-thin  old  scratches  around  Liberty’s  chin,  a solitary  micro- 
scopic pit  left  of  date,  two  faint  scratches  diagonally  downward  from 
O of  ONE,  jogging  nick  down  from  T in  CENT,  tiny  rim  bruise 
over  first  S in  STATES.  Normally  such  tiny  marks  would  go  un- 
mentioned,  but  the  overall  quality  of  this  cent  demands  their  de- 
scription to  assist  in  future  provenance  tracing  and  because  there  are 
no  more  significant  flaws  to  note. 

We  have  seen  our  share  of  1793  Liberty  Cap  cents;  our  cataloguer  is  the  only 
one  who  can  claim  to  have  described  more  than  50  (!)  in  a single  sale  and  among 
that  group  not  a single  one  came  anywhere  near  the  quality  of  this  coin.  There  am 
finer  examples  ofSheldon-13,  such  as  the  record-setting  Mint  State  Eliasberg  cent 
(one  of  the  most  desirable  large  cents  in  existence  to  our  mind),  but  not  many. 
Bland  lists  1 1 examples  seen  in  modern  times  (since  1950)  whose  grade  is  VF-30 
or  higher  in  the  “EAC”  style  of  grading,  including  three  that  are  permanently 
impounded  in  the  ANS,  Eric  Newman  Numismatic  Education  Foundation,  and 
Oxford  University’s  Ashmolean  Museum.  Among  the  five  VF-35  pieces  he  lists, 
three  have  sold  since  1940  and  the  most  recent  transaction  among  them  was  19S8- 
the  Halpern  coin  which  brought  $24,200  15  years  ago.  This  coin  is  not  as  fine  as 
the  Halpern  coin,  but  it  is  not  far  removed  from  it-both  this  coin  and  the  H,ilpern 
piece  probably  rank  in  the  top  10-15'Ki  ofknown  specimens  of  this  variety-.  A poll 
of  EAC  members  by  longtime  collector  1 farwin  Palmer  found  that  this  variety-  was 
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con\idfred  the  most  beautiful  ot  the  !793s.  Ancient  com  collectors  find  premium 
value  in  well-executed  dies,  and  we  see  no  reason  that  a variety  as  beautiful  as  this 
should  not  hold  the  same  attraction  for  American  nunusmatists.  C)ne  of  the  excit- 
ing highlights  ot  the  present  sale,  a cent  whose  desirability  will  not  be  faded  one 
iota  50  years  from  now.  a true  American  classic. 


Very  Sharp  1794  Head  of  1793  Cent 

Condition  Census  S-17a 


388  1794  S-17a.  Rarity-5-.  Head  of  1793.  F-12+.  Sharpness  ofVF- 

25  or  finer,  even  planchet  roughness.  Mottled  deep  chocolate  brown 
and  tan  on  the  obverse,  more  even  dark  brown  on  the  reverse.  Ex- 
ceptionally sharp  for  this  very  rare  variety'  and  Head  of  1793  type, 
strong  in  peripheral  legends  and  central  devices,  the  facial  features 
ofjoseph  Wright’s  beautiful  Liberty  are  clear.  The  planchet,  though 
evenly  rough  in  a way  that  leaves  the  detail  intact,  is  notably  free  of 
laminations  or  planchet  voids-the  words  “serious  planchet  prob- 
lems" occur  so  often  in  the  census  of  this  variety  that  one  might 
assume  that  Mr.  S.R  Problems  was  an  important  early  collector  of 
the  senes!  The  present  example  is  glossy  and  very  attractive,  a sharp 
contrast  to  descriptions  of  the  variety  like  those  penned  by  Walter 
Urcen  ("found  on  the  same  kind  of  streaky  blanks  as  the  last  1793 
t iaps  ...  planchets  are  often  out  of  round  and  usually  have  lamina- 
tion defel;t^"}  or  more  colorfully  by  Jack  Robinson  (“the  planchet 
appears  to  have  been  a nuid-ball  rather  than  copper  stock  consider- 
ing the  itri.itions,  fissures,  and  laminations").  This  coin,  though 
gr.inul.ir,  is  far  from  a mudball,  and  is  free  ot  other  Haws  aside  trom 
' I'ht  olil  r.itchcs,  most  notable  at  the  bottom  ot  Liberrs’s 
■ f c ‘ ondition  t ensus  includes  a single  impressive  AU  (im- 
;l  i-  f i AN',).  .1  nnglc  F 1 . ind  three  VI  -nearlv  all  the  hct- 
- - . t.  !!.  i-  il  yc  iv  m priv.iti- ■ ■ihmets  ot  long  duration.  Fins 


piece  is  certainly  among  the  ten  best  known  of  this  rare  and  impor- 
tant variety  and  appears  to  challenge  the  six-coin  Condition  Cen- 
sus; it  is  without  question  finer  than  most  of  the  F-12  coins  in  the 
census.  From  our  study  of  those  known,  we  would  rank  this  coin  as 
tilth  tinest  ot  the  variety.  Its  acquisition  would  be  a source  of  pride 
for  any  collector  of  this  popular  year. 


Choice  Mint  State  1794  Sheldon-28 

Ex.  Hines-Sheldon-Naftzger  CC#5 


(2x  photo) 


389  1794  S-28,  Rarity-2+.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  attrac- 

tive example  of  this  beautiful  cent  variety,  called  the  “Ornate”  hy 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  when  he  wrote  on  the  cents  of  1794  in  1869. 
Pleasing  light  to  medium  brown  with  splashes  of  darker  coloration 
at  the  cap  and  the  right  reverse  field,  Kosoff called  it  “nice  chocolate 
brown  with  dark  blending.”  Softly  struck  at  OF  on  the  reverse  and 
at  the  opposite  area  on  the  obverse,  leaving  some  tiny  marks  and  a 
light  planchet  fissure  present  that  were  inherent  in  the  planchet  and 
were  not  fully  struck  out.  The  central  strike  is  bold,  with  the  .irtisti- 
cally  rendered  portrait  and  hair  of  Liberty  fully  detailed  and  lovely. 
A nick  on  the  cheek  echoes  the  shape  of  dentils,  a common  enough 
phenomenon  despite  the  fact  that  no  numismatist  we  know  has  ewr 
come  up  with  an  explanation  of  how  it  happens-though  a fallen 
hiiildup  of  grease  once  lodged  in  the  peripheries  of  the  die  that  is 
then  struck  through  seems  rational  enough  to  us.  The  unusual  m.ig- 
nctism  ot  this  date  is  well-tlescrihed  in  the  literatuu'.  and  this  wrx 
pretty  cent  does  not  disappoint.  Described  hv  Sheldon  as  sevond 
tmest  known,  Noyes  and  Bland  both  call  this  tied  ti>r  titth  Iv't  with 
a finer  one  last  seen  m 197(1  and  siiu  e unti.u  ed  m the  Noses . eii'ii' 
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and  another  high-grade  specimen,  a famously  double  struck  piece 
from  the  Boyd  and  Schuman  collections,  that  transcends  the  simple 
confines  of  this  variety.  Other  examples  are  closely-held  by  long- 
term collectors  young  enough  to  make  lunch  appointments  sched- 
uled for  the  2030  EAC  convention,  making  the  acquisition  of  this 
specimen  an  even  more  important  task  for  those  who  would  seek  a 
Condition  Census  example  of  this  exceptionally  attractive  variety. 
A well-provenanced  and  always  loved  cent  ready  to  find  its  way  into 
another  advanced  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population  (all  Head  of  1794  varieties):  7;  9 finer  (MS-66  BN  finest). 

The  1973  Naftzger  sale  by  New  Netherlands  and  Seaby’s  was  a by-product  of 
Naftzger’s  acquisition  ofthe  Sheldon  collection  intact  in  1972.  The  finer  Sheldon- 
28  that  Naftzger  chose  to  keep  was  the  Earle-Clapp  specimen  later  sold  in  the 
1989  EAC  sale. 

From  S.FI.  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  John  Lyman  Collection,  Novemher 
1913,  Lot  401;  to  Henry  Hines,  to  William  Sheldon  in  1944,  to  Charles 
Williams;  Abe  Kosoffs  sale  of  the  Charles  Williams  Collection,  November 
1950,  Lot  29;  to  R.E.  "Ted”  Naftzger;  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s 
sale  of  Naftzger  duplicates,  August  1973,  Lot  351;  RARCOA  to  Dennis 
Forgue  to  Thomas  Werner;  Stack’s  sale  of  January  1987,  Dot  837;  An- 
thony Terranova;  Superior’s  sale  of  January  1989,  Lot  3093;  various  dealer 
intermediaries  to  our  present  consignor.  The  original  Naftzger  1973  lot  ticket 
accompanies  this  lot. 

390  1794  S-28.  Rarity-2+.  VF-20.  Sharpness  ofEF-45  or  even  better, 

but  many  old  scratches  are  present  on  both  sides.  Dark  brown  with 
contrasting  hght  brown  highlights,  surfaces  apparently  a bit  granu- 
lar and  exhibiting  a matte  appearance.  The  detail  is  excellent,  the 
date  area  is  unaffected,  and  the  scratches  have  long-since  toned  over 
and  blend  in,  giving  the  appearance  of  an  arm’s-length  AU.  Not  a 
choice  coin,  but  a reasonably  inexpensive  way  to  purchase  an  ex- 
traordinarily sharp  1794  cent. 


391  1794  S-49.  Rarity-2.  VF-20.  Sharpness  ofVF-3(),  a bit  bright  on 

the  obverse  high  points  from  a long-ago  wiping.  Lovely  hght  brown 
with  golden  highlights  and  nice  surfaces.  A few  rim  bruises  are  noted 
at  9:00  andjust  below  on  the  obverse,  9:00  on  the  reverse,  and  above 
each  A in  AMERICA.  Excellent  overall  eye  appeal,  scattered  light 
contact  marks,  thin  old  scratch  on  Liberty’s  shoulder.  A very  pleas- 
ing and  desirable  specimen  of  a popular  variety,  whose  obverse  die 
helped  produce  the  Starred  Reverse  Sheldon-48  in  an  earlier  state, 
before  the  obverse  cracked  through  E in  LIBERTY.  This  well-pedi- 
greed example  conies  with  a nice  history  and  a pile  of  paperwork 
that  is  sure  to  appeal  to  a dedicated  early  date  specialist. 

Bruno  Crossfield  to  Willard  C.  Blaisdell  in  December,  1956;  Robert 
Carter  to  Del  Bland  to  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr. ; Superior’s  sale  ofthe  Robinson 
S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection,  September  1986,  Lit  67;  Superior’s  sale  of  the 
Wes  Rasmussen  Collection  (including  the  cents  of  Dr.  Gerald  .Maas),  Feb- 
ruary 1998;  Lot  827;  the  2000  EAC  sale,  April  2000,  Lot  126;  Michael 
Fodder.  The  Blaisdell  envelope,  a tiny  tag  which  reads  "1794  HjaysJ  7 
S{hortjBlustj  in  ink,  tickets  from  each  of  the  above  mentioned  auction  ap- 
pearances, and  a yellow  Tom  Reynolds  envelope  accompany  this  lot. 


392  1794  S-49.  Rarity-2.  VF-20.  Sharpness  ofVF-3(),  but  the  sur- 
faces are  finely  granular.  Glossy  dark  chocolate  brown  with  excel- 
lent eye  appeal,  the  granularity  fine  enough  that  the  surfaces  remain 
hard  to  the  naked  eye.  E.xcellcnt  detail  and  attractive  color,  a rim 
nick  over  OF  is  the  only  notable  mark,  an  old  abrasion  blends  into 
field  right  of  right  ribbon  end.  Magnified  scrutiny  reveals  some  in- 
active raised  corrosion  noted  in  the  low  spot  of  Liberty’s  neck  and 
intricacies  of  locks  above,  but  this  is  essentially  invisible  to  the  na- 
ked eye  and  does  not  affect  the  visual  appeal.  All  things  considered, 
this  is  a very  nice  looking  cent  m a collectible  grade. 

393  A selection  of  circulated  early  date  large  cents.  Including  two 
1794  varieties  and  the  popular  1800/98:  ☆ 1794  S-58.  Rarity-3. 
Fair-2,  two  points  sharper,  quite  dark  and  showing  a few  heavy  marks. 
The  date  is  complete  ☆ 1794  S-65.  Rariry-1.  G-4,  sharpness  of  G- 
6,  pits  on  Liberty’s  neck  and  one  on  the  cap.  Heavier  pit  at  base  of 
reverse,  mostly  smooth  and  actually  quite  attractive  for  the  grade  ☆ 
1798  S-157.  Rarity-2.  Style  I Hair.  G-6,  sharpness  ofVG-10,  dark 
with  some  built-up  scale.  Deep  olive  and  mahogany,  obverse  glossy 
and  attractive,  good  detail  remains  ☆ 1800/98  S-196.  Rarity-1. 
Overdate.  F-15,  sharpness  of  VF-25,  some  specks  of  light  surface 
corrosion.  Glossy  medium  brown,  a few  minor  nicks  and  faint 
scratches,  a nice  coin  ☆ 1800  S-202.  Rariry-4+.G-5.  Mottled  me- 
dium brown  with  only  the  nicks  expected  at  this  grade  level.  Very 
late  die  state  with  serious  swelling  on  both  sides  tiV  1800  S-207.  Rar- 
ity-3+.  VG-8,  sharpness  of  VF-20,  even  granularity  on  both  sides. 
Black  and  free  of  nicks  or  rim  bruises,  still  retains  some  gloss  and 
good  eye  appeal  ☆ 1803  S-256.  Rarity-3.  VG-10,  sharpness  ofVF- 
25,  moderate  scattered  roughness.  Glossy  ebony  with  nice  detail  iz 
1814  S-294.  Rarity-l.  VG-7,  sharpness  of  F-12,  a deep  dull  dent  at 
dead-center  obverse  left  the  coin  a trifle  bent.  Lovely  glossy  me- 
dium brown.  (Total:  8 pieces) 
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Choice  EF  1794  S-65 


394  1794  S-65.  Rarity-1.  EF-45.  Even  chocolate  brown  with  excep- 

tionally choice,  hard,  smooth  surfaces.  A beautiful  1794  cent,  as  lovely 
as  otie  could  hope  for  in  this  grade  range  and  a challenger  to  the  Con- 
dition Census  though  there  are  some  lovely  EF  coins  Icnown  of  this 
variety.  The  fields  are  immaculate,  and  a careful  examiner  would  be 
hard-pressed  to  identify  a single  mark  of  consequence.  1794  cents,  in 
empirical  terms,  are  not  rare-almost  a milhon  were  struck-but  nice 
quality  EF  pieces  are  rarely  encountered  in  the  marketplace,  espe- 
cially this  lovely.  Struck  from  a well-executed  die  on  a first-class 
planchet,  this  coin  would  be  ideal  for  a high-grade  date  or  type  set  but 
would  also  find  a happy  home  in  a specialized  collection  of  early  cents. 

Slightly  after  Breen's  state  IV  but  before  state  V,  with  the  die  crack  from  cap 
not  yet  joined  to  rim. 


395  1794  S-67.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  Sharpness  of  F-15,  very  fine  granular- 
ity. Glossy  near-ebony  and  tan  with  good  eye  appeal,  a sharp  and 
desirable  specimen  of  the  variety.  Aside  from  a nick  below  4 of  the 
date  and  a short  old  scratch  left  of  O of  OF,  there  are  no  marks  or 
other  flaws  to  mention.  Attractive  for  the  grade  and  the  sort  of  coin 
presently  in  high  demand  in  the  marketplace. 

396  1794  S-68.  Rarity-5.  AG-3.  Sharpness  of  Good-4  on  the  obverse,  a 
trifle  weaker  on  the  reverse,  with  AG-3  as  a happy  medium.  Pleasing 
medium  brown  with  golden  highlights,  not  quite  smooth  but  only 
microscopic  scattered  pits  present  rather  than  overwhelming  rough- 
ness or  granularity.  Reverse  is  weak  all  over  but  only  TED  STA  is 
completely  absent.  An  example  of  this  elusive  variety  for  those  who 
would  rather  not  spend  several  thousand  dollars  on  an  ugly  VG. 

From  the  1996  EAC  Sale. 

397  A trio  of  early  dates  including  popular  major  varieties:  ☆ 

1794  S-70.  Rarity-2-.  Head  of  1795.  VG-7,  sharpness  of  F-15, 
cleaned  long  ago.  Brassy  tan  with  some  unnatural  brightness  but 
well  along  the  path  of  retoning.  Some  scattered  microscopic  pits, 
still  well  detailed  and  desirable  ☆ 1797  S-1 20b.  Rarity-2.  Gripped 
Edge,  Reverse  of  1796.  VG-7,  sharpness  of  F-12,  retooled  mouth. 
Lovely  smooth  and  glossy  brown  obverse,  some  light  surface  scale 
in  area  of  the  reverse,  single-stroke  replacement  mouth  from  a long- 
ago  collector  apparently  unimpressed  with  late  die  state  swelling 
causing  a lack  of  detail  in  that  vicinity.  From  the  1999  EAC  Sale, 
Lot  187,  with  ticket  ☆ 1798  S-153.  Rarity-3.  Style  1 Hair.  VG8+, 
sharpness  of  F-12,  very  minor  even  granularity.  Dark  and  attrac- 
tive, late  die  state  with  cud  at  end  of  bust.  A good  pedigree:  Ex. 
jack  Robinson  Sale, January  1989,  Lot  308  andjohn  Nicholas  Col- 
lection sale,  February  1992,  Lot  842  with  ticket  from  latter  ap- 
pearance. (Total:  3 pieces) 

398  1794  S-71.  Rarity-2.  Head  of  1795.  F-15.  Sharpness  ofVF-2(), 
rim  nick  over  IT  of  UNITED  and  some  small  patches  of  surface 
verdigris.  Pleasing  glossy  light  tan  with  areas  of  darker  toning  across 
central  obverse  and  reverse.  Mostly  smooth  and  appealing,  some 
hardened  raised  verdigris  trapped  in  intricacies  of  LIBERTY  and 
under  left  ribbon  end  with  a speck  or  two  elsewhere,  tiny  scattered 
marks.  Some  surface  dirt  can  be  lifted  to  improve  the  overall  effect, 
but  the  visual  appeal  is  very  nice  just  as  is.  Clash  marks  clear  to  the 
naked  eye  in  right  obverse  field.  A good  mid-grade  example  of  the 
Head  of  1795  for  a major  variety  collection. 
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Sharp  1794  Head  of  1795  Cent 
AU-55  (PCGS) 


(2x  photo) 

399  1794  S-72.  Rarity-2.  Head  of  1795.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Excellent 
bold  definition  on  chestnut  brown  surfaces  that  show  some 
woodgraining  on  the  obverse.  A very  nice  coin,  recently  discovered 
in  Europe  and  new  to  the  American  collecting  audience,  still  carry- 
ing some  of  the  dirt  from  a 200  year  trip  abroad,  proper  removal  of 
which  could  enhance  this  coin  appreciably.  Some  minor  contact 
marks  and  abrasions  are  noted,  but  no  heavy  marks  but  for  a dig 
inside  E of  CENT.  A single  beautiful  Mint  State  specimen  of  this 
variety  is  known  (an  ANS  coin),  with  the  Condition  Census  de- 
scending into  “EAC”  EE  territory.  Those  who  seek  a high-grade 
specimen  of  the  “Head  of  1795”  type  would  only  improve  upon 
this  specimen  with  a high  degree  of  patience  and  difficulty. 

Recently  discovered  in  Europe. 

400  Trio  of  large  cents  from  the  1790s,  including  the  scarce  1796 
Liberty  Cap:  ☆ 1795  S-76b.  Rarity-1.  VG-7,  sharpness  ofVG-10, 
patch  of  roughness  behind  Liberty  s head  and  spot  of  corrosion  at  D 
of  UNITED.  Light  brown  with  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  tiny 
pit  at  E of  OF  ■ 1796  S-89.  Rarity-3+.  Liberty  Cap.  VG-7,  sharp- 
ness of  VG-10,  many  tiny  contact  marks  and  light  rim  bruises.  Ap- 
pealing chocolate  brown  1797  S-139.  Rarity-1.  F-12.  Pleasing 
and  somewhat  glossy  chocolate  brown  with  faint  steel  and  blue  un- 
dertones, rim  bruise  over  F of  OF.  A nice  coin.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


401  1795  S-78.  Rarity-1.  VF-20.  Choice  smooth  glossy  dark  brown. 

Immaculate  surfaces  and  exceptional  eye  appeal  for  the  grade-it  is 
amazing  a coin  can  still  look  like  this  after  circulating  for  a lengthy 
period.  A single  dull  nick  above  the  end  of  the  pole  and  a mint- 
made  lamination  above  R1  of  AMERICA  are  all  we  can  mention. 
The  planchet  was  a hit  unevenly  cut  above  TE  of  STATES,  a mint- 
made  defect  and  not  a rim  bruise.  About  as  lovely  as  any  VF-2()  coin 
could  ever  be,  with  choice  a perfect  descriptor  for  it.  A lovely  type 
coin  that  will  always  one  of  the  nicest  S-78s  in  this  grade  range  no 
matter  what  the  winning  bid. 


Double  Struck  Sheldon-78 


402  1795  S-78.  Rarity-1.  Double  struck.  F-12+.  Sharpness  of  nearly 

VF-20,  but  microscopic  granularity  lends  a nearly  sandblast  matte 
appearance.  Lovely  honey  tan  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  a bold  double 
strike  with  the  first  strike  centered  and  the  second  strike  just  above 
it  a few  percent  off-center  to  1 1 :30  or  so,  with  the  doubling  most 
notable  in  the  doubled  outline  of  the  top  of  Liberty’s  hair  and  cap 
and  the  presence  of  two  dates,  though  the  first  isn’t  as  bold  as  the 
second.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  error,  scarcer  than  a 
simple  off-center  and  a nice  addition  to  a large  cent  cabinet  of  some- 
one who  is  curious  about  early  minting  techniques. 


403 


1796  S-85.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Cap.  F-12.  Sharpness  of  VF-20, 
light  scattered  pitting  inherent  in  the  planchet.  Dark  brown  with 
lighter  color  devices  and  nice  eye  appeal  tor  this  rare  variets’.  (lood 
sharpness  despite  an  uneven  strike  that  leaves  the  bottom  of  the  ob- 
verse and  the  top  of  the  reverse  a bit  softer  than  elsewhere,  nm  bruises 
below  truncation  of  bust  and  at  left  ribbon  end,  only  scattered  mi- 
nor marks  elsewhere,  A well  above  average  example  of  the  varierv', 
probably  in  the  top  1 5 to  20  examples  known  of  this  often-wretched 
variety.  Worthy  of  serious  consideration  from  vaners'  specialists. 
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Rare  1796  Sheldon-86  Cap 


404  1796  S-86.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Cap.  F-15.  Sharpness  ofVF-30  or 

thereabouts,  recovering  from  a long-ago  cleaning.  Mottled  deep  tan 
and  dark  brown  with  traces  ol  unnatural  rose  peeking  out  from  the 
area  around  Liberty  s profile  and  above  the  date,  the  reverse  a mottled 
brown  and  very  close  to  being  fully  retoned.  Not  quite  smooth  on 
the  obverse  but  fairly  close  to  it,  with  areas  of  roughness  behind  the 
cap  and  around  the  last  two  digits  of  the  date;  the  reverse  exhibits 
fairly  even  moderate  granularity,  little  nick  on  rim  right  of  date  but 
no  other  marks  worth  noting.  Excellent  eye  appeal  for  a 1796  Cap 
in  spite  of  the  defects,  and  just  about  superb  for  this  rare  variety- 
only  two  specimens  are  known  above  VF  (one  in  the  ANS)  and  a 
com  of  this  calibre  falls  among  the  top  dozen  known.  A new  discov- 
ery offered  here  for  the  first  time,  a rare  opportunity  to  purchase  a 
Sheldon-86  that  offers  eye  appeal  and  sharpness. 


405  1796  S-88.  Rarity-4.  Liberty  Cap.  VG-10.  Sharpness  ofVF-30, 
moderately  granular  obverse  and  a rough  reverse.  Dark  brown  and 
steel  gray  with  good  detail  in  spite  of  the  surface  problems,  which  a 
casual  browser  may  have  noticed  affects  a significant  proportion  of 
1796  cents.  The  obverse  shows  some  darker  patina  around  the  pro- 
file and  the  cap,  the  reverse  exhibits  some  raised  glossy  scale  at  cen- 
ter and  roughness  elsewhere  though  no  detail  is  lost.  A sharp  ex- 
ample of  the  scarce  1796  Cap. 

406  A pair  of  rare  1796  cent  varieties,  both  Rarity-5+:  ☆ S-9().  Lib- 
ett\-  Cap.  Fait-2  and  choice.  Lovely  chocolate  brown  with  ideal  sur- 
t.ices.  No  harm  has  befallen  this  coin  since  its  mintage  but  wear-lots 
of  wear.  The  bases  of  all  letters  in  LIBERTY  and  the  tops  of 796  are 
clear,  as  is  a full  but  flat  portrait  of  Liberty.  On  the  reverse,  a good 
bit  of  the  left  side  of  the  wreath  and  the  bottoms  of  the  letters  above 
It  remains,  enough  to  guarantee  attribution.  Interestingly,  this  piece 
like  others  of  this  variety-  is  struck  in  medal  turn  alignment  rather 
than  com  turn.  As  good  as  it  gets  at  this  grade  level  ☆ S-l()5.  Draped 
Bust.  ( ;-4.  sharpness  ofV(;-7,  scattered  surface  roughness  and  a few 
run  nicks.  Nice  detail  with  all  letters  and  elements  bold,  rim  nick 
over  CA  of  AMERICA  and  a few  smaller  ones,  dark  brown  and 
olive  with  some  verdigris,  a desirable  specimen  at  this  grade  level. 

lotal:  'piece-.; 


407  1796  S-93.  Rarity-3-.  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1795.  VG- 

10.  Sharpness  of  VF-2(),  granular  surfaces.  Milk  chocolate  brown 
with  even  granularity  on  both  sides  and  pleasing  glossy  devices. 
Good  visual  appeal,  a few  little  ticks  at  the  rim  but  nothing  seri- 
ous, a bit  of  roughness  affects  RTY  of  LIBERTY.  Though  five 
Mint  State  coins  are  known,  the  13  th  best  specimen  of  this  variety 
is  only  a VF-20  coin.  Late  die  state,  equivalent  to  Breen’s  state  X, 
identified  by  Breen  as  the  terminal  state  of  the  die  though  jack 
Robinson  owned  a piece  with  a cud  over  E in  addition  to  the  dan- 
gerous crack  over  RICA  seen  here.  A fascinating  specimen,  a rather 
nice  S-93  all  things  considered. 


Condition  Census  1796  Sheldon-97 
Not  Seen  Since  1988 
Ex  NN47-Doug  Smith-RSB 


408  1796  S-97.  Rarity-3+.  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1795.  VF-25. 

Sharpness  ofVF-30+.  rim  bruise  over  ER  m .^,MFRK' A.  SnuH'th 
glossy  chocolate  brown  with  lovelv  surfaces  ami  v olor  tm  .in  earls 
date,  let  alone  a 1796  Boldlv  struck  .nui  boasting  excellent  ese  ap 
peal,  run  bruise  as  alsove  mentioned,  sc.itterevi  tun  n'ut.Kt  inatks. 
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flaw  at  AT  alxwe  STATES  appears  to  be  a raised  rim  that  folded 
down  in  striking  as  there  is  no  rim  bruise  at  that  area.  Careful  scru- 
tiny and  a bright  light  reveals  a bit  of  discoloration  between  RT  of 
LIBERTY,  on  either  side  of  the  fraction  and  towards  UNI  inside 
the  rim  as  if  the  coin  had  seen  a light  cleaning  a century  ago,  but  the 
attention  required  to  notice  it  is  hardly  worth  the  effort.  A superb 
1796  IDraped  Bust  and  one  that  specialists  will  no  doubt  be  pleased 
has  made  a return  to  “known”  status-Del  Bland  lists  five  pieces  seen 
by  him  as  finer,  with  this  one  holding  a place  as  seventh  though  not 
seen  for  study,  and  the  CQR  census  calls  a single  VF-25  coin  fifth 
finest  known,  presumably  the  RSB  coin  twice  graded  VF-35  in  RSB 
I and  II.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  only  two  specimens  of  this  vari- 
ety better  than  EF-4()  grade,  an  AU-50  and  an  EF-45,  are  both  ANS 
coins.  Furthermore,  two  of  the  three  20  coins  in  the  census  have 
been  heavily  netted  for  defects  with  one  of  the  coins  a victim  of 
burnishing.  The  Whitney  coin,  graded  VF-30  in  the  Bland  census 
(ahead  of  this  coin)  and  netted  to  15  in  the  Noyes  census,  was  de- 
scribed as  “not  quite  black”  with  a combination  of  granular  surfaces 
and  pitting  and  showing  an  apparent  graffito  in  the  right  field.  The 
only  other  three  coins  ranked  ahead  of  this  one  by  Bland  include 
two  in  long-standing  private  collections  (both  men  young  enough 
to  make  you  regret  a missed  chance  on  this  one,  thank  you)  and  a 
VF-30  piece  with  the  obverse  break  that  is  in  the  ANS.  All  of  that 
makes  quite  a case  for  a premium  bid  on  this  coin,  the  nicest  to 
come  on  the  market  in  quite  some  time  and  one  of  the  most  pleas- 
ing specimens  of  this  variety  known. 

Consigned  by  Harry  C.  Petersen,  Jr.  to  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  's 
47th  sale,  April  1956,  Lot  869;  C.  Douglas  Smith  to  Robinson  S.  Brown, 
Jr.  in  1970;  traded  to  parties  unknown  after  the  purchase  of  the  French-Wil- 
liams-Paschal-Husak  coin  in  1972;  Rare  Coin  Review  #68  (Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries),  Spring  1988  (at  S3, 995);  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc’s  sale  of  the  Everson  and  Faught  Collections,  June  1988,  Lot 
836;  to  our  present  consignor.  The  lot  ticket  from  the  1988  auction  appear- 
ance is  included  with  this  lot. 


409  1796  S-108.  Rarity-5.  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1794.  VG-8. 

Sharpness  of  F-15,  microscopically  granular  with  scattered  reverse 
pits.  Dark  olive  fields  yield  to  tan  devices  and  legends  to  very  nice 
visual  effect.  A sharp  specimen  with  everything  plain,  though  a few 
well-placed  tiny  pits  are  present  at  the  fraction  and  the  central  re- 
verse is  a little  weak.  An  interesting  and  rare  variety,  showing  a very 
wide  date  and  using  the  same  reverse  as  on  the  famous  and  extremely 
rare  reeded  edge  S-79  of  1795-alas,  this  specimen  has  a plain  edge. 
Only  nine  examples  of  this  die  variety  are  better  than  Fine,  and  three 
of  those  are  ANS  coins.  The  present  example  is  certainly  better  than 
most  known  and  would  admirably  represent  this  rarity  in  an  ad- 
vanced large  cent  cabinet. 


Newly  Discovered  1796  S-110 

Condition  Census;  Finest  Late  Die  State 


faint  old  obverse  hairlines.  An  exciting  new  discovery  and  one  of  the 
sharpest  specimens  of  this  variety  known.  Mahogany  and  medium 
brown  with  golden  highlights  and  a trace  of  pale  blue,  some  lustre 
apparent  in  protected  areas.  The  surfaces  are  very'  close  to  smooth  but 
exhibit  a very  fine  granularity  and  are  somewhat  dusky  on  the  reverse 
from  longtime  natural  buildup.  Good  visual  appeal,  no  marks  ofeon- 
sequence,  a bold  and  important  1796  Draped  Bust  cent.  Late  die  state, 
perhaps  finest  known  of  this  terminal  state,  equivalent  to  Breen’s  state 
IX.  The  Breen  plate  coin  for  State  VIII,  chosen  to  display  the  late  die 
state,  is  Good  or  so.  1796  cents  of  either  major  type  (LDraped  Bust  or 
Liberty  Cap)  are  among  the  most  ditticult  to  locate  in  nice  condition 
and  on  good  quality  planchets.  Among  the  extended  census  ot  this 
variety,  several  pieces  are  downgraded  for  porous  surfaces,  cleaning, 
or  burnishing.  The  present  specimen  is  one  of  the  very  nicest  in  ex- 
istence, apparently  fourth  finest  known  of  the  variety  based  on  pho- 
tographic comparison  with  the  EF-45  ANS  coin,  and  is  finest  ot  this 
fascinating  terminal  die  state. 


411  1796  S-115.  Rarity-3  + . Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1797.  VG-8. 

Sliarpness  of  F-15,  obverse  burnished.  The  obverse  is  d.irk  brown 
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with  tan  and  golden  high  points,  the  reverse  is  pleasing  and  even 
dark  olive  with  tine  granularity.  The  reverse  is  very  attractive,  with 
no  marks  or  areas  of  deeper  roughness,  while  the  obverse  shows  a 
tew  light  pits  at  center.  Two  tiny  reverse  rim  cuds,  equivalent  to 
Breen  s state  V,  with  a heavy  crack  also  through  tops  of  date  numer- 
als and  base  ot  lowest  curl.  A difFicult  variety  to  find  better  than  this. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  George  O.  IValton  Collection,  June  1963,  Lot 
718;  Halton  once  oioned  a very  famous  and  not-quite-lost  nickel;  Superior’s 
sale  of  the  Thomas  Chalkley  Collection,  January  1990,  Lot  288;  Superior’s 
sale  of  June  1 998,  Lot  102.  The  Chalkley  and June  1998  lot  tickets  accom- 
pany this  lot,  as  does  an  enuelope  that  leads  us  to  believe  this  coin  was  once  in 
the  collection  of  Robittson  S.  Broum,  though  not  noted  in  the  Chalkley  cata- 
logue pedigree. 


Attractive  1796  S-117  Rarity 


412  1796  S-117.  Rarity-5+.  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1797.  G-7. 

Sharpness  ofVG-lO,  areas  of  minor  roughness.  Attractive  light  brown 
and  dark  steel,  nice  eye  appeal  with  microgranular  surfaces.  The 
obverse  shows  some  areas  of  shallow  peripheral  roughness,  most 
notably  at  the  tip  of  the  bust,  while  the  reverse  shows  an  area  of 
raised  roughness  in  the  southwest  interior  of  the  wreath  that  blends 
into  the  patina.  No  major  marks  or  significant  flaws,  the  surfaces 
are  actually  more  than  acceptable  for  this  rare  variety,  and  the  strike 
leaves  good  bold  detail.  AMERICA  is  a bit  weaker  as  typical  for  the 
variety.  A very  rare  die  pairing,  Sheldon- 117  is  described  by  Breen 
as  being  “usually  in  low  grades  and  on  rough  fians’-indeed  only 
three  examples  are  known  better  than  Fine,  the  Whitney  com  and 
the  RSB  1 and  RSB  11  coins.  The  addition  of  this  specimen  would 
improve  all  but  a handful  of  collections. 

From  Jim  McGuigan  to  Clay  Everhart  in  September,  1999;  Rod 
Burress  to  .Michael  Fedder.  A FCGS  insert  (VC-10),  Jim  McGuigan 
price  listing  ($2,100,  September  1999)  and  the  Clay  Everhart  envelope 
accompany  this  lot. 


Rare  1796  NC-4 


413  1796  NC-4.  Rarity-5+.  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  1795.  AG-3. 

I firk  brown  and  steel  with  some  golden  highlights.  Finely  granular 
on  both  siiles.  date  fully  plain,  LIB  a bit  weak,  reverse  peripheral 
legends  very  weak,  central  reverse  very  bold,  perhaps  a prtxluct  of 
the  "■  (iiK  ,iv. oMvex  bl,mks"  tli.it  Breen  mentions.  GihkI  eye  ap- 
li  for  this  well-worn  nr.ide,  many  fine  old  m ratches  at  central  ob- 


verse, rim  bruises  below  3:00  on  obverse  and  at  1:00  on  reverse. 
The  best  1796  NC-4  is  VG-10;  most  look  about  like  this.  A decent 
quality  and  fiilly  identifiable  specimen  of  this  rare  variety. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Montgomery 
Collection,  May  1998,  Lot  276.  The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Finest  Known  1797  S-124 

Another  New  Discovery! 


{2x  photo) 

414  1797  S-124.  Rarity-5+.  Reverse  of 1797,  Stems.  VF-20.  Sharp- 

ness ot  EF-40  or  a bit  finer,  evenly  granular  surfaces.  An  important 
new  specimen  of  a very  rare  variety  previously  only  known  in  grades 
of  Fine  and  below.  Steel  gray  brown  with  deep  olive  highlights 
around  the  devices.  Glossy  and  attractive  despite  even  granularity, 
slightly  more  notable  on  the  reverse  than  obverse.  A dig  at  the  top 
leaf  on  the  left  side  of  the  wreath  identifies  this  new  specimen,  few- 
other  marks  of  consequence.  The  Condition  Census  of  the  S-124 
includes  the  lowest  graded  coins  of  any  collectible  1797  varierv  ex- 
cept the  S-121a  plain  edge  subvariety-the  previous  finest  known  is 
only  F-15  with  the  si.x-coin  Condition  Census  descending  to  VG- 
8.  Indeed,  a Good  S-124  would  be  acceptable  to  most  collectors. 
The  present  specimen  was  struck  from  the  latest  known  state  of  the 
dies  with  heavy  swelling  at  the  tip  of  the  bust  and  at  C>F  on  the 
reverse,  equivalent  to  Breen’s  state  Vll.  Advanced  collectors  of  the 
series  are  more  likely  than  not  to  own  cither  a WTCtched  styvimen  of 
this  variety  or  no  specimen  at  all-in  cither  case,  this  coin  would 
make  for  an  insurmountable  hand  in  a rousing  game  of  cent  w hot 
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415  A trio  of  desirable  early  date  large  cents,  including  an  1801  of 

near  Mint  State  sharpness:  ☆ 1797  S-137.  Rarity-2.  F-15,  sharp- 
ness of  EF-40,  obverse  lightly  burnished.  Glossy  medium  brown 
and  dark  olive  with  golden  highlights,  mostly  smooth  and  attrac- 
tive, a circular  patch  of  corrosion  under  Liberty’s  chin  burnished 
away,  a sharp  cent  that  retains  good  visual  appeal  ☆ 1798  S-187. 
Rarity- 1.  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF-25+,  finely  granular  on  both  sides. 
Light  chestnut  brown,  reverse  a shade  darker,  several  light 
pinscratches  on  central  obverse,  still  sharp  and  appeahng  ☆ 1801  S- 
216.  Rarity-1.  VF-30,  sharpness  ofAU-55,  burnished  on  both  sides. 
Lovely  medium  golden  brown,  apparent  lustre,  several  little  black 
spots  made  subtle  by  burnishing,  smooth  and  exttemely  sharp.  An 
extremely  collectible  specimen  despite  the  ill-considered  help  it  was 
offered  a century  ago.  From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  ofjune  1988, 
Lot  841  with  lot  ticket  included.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Choice  EF  1797  S-138 


Superb  and  Lustrous  1798  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


417  1798  S-166.  Rarity-1.  Second  Hair  Style.  AU-55.  Frosty  me- 

dium brown  with  light  brown  highlights  and  traces  of  mint  color  in 
protected  areas.  Excellent  lustre  and  eye  appeal,  some  typical  pe- 
ripheral flatness  of  strike,  some  light  reflectivity  noted  in  the  re- 
verse fields,  an  exceptional  and  beautiful  specimen  of  this  common 
variety.  Only  light  contact  marks,  though  we  note  a diagonal  nick 
in  Liberty’s  hair  near  her  forehead  and  another  near  her  neck  curl 
for  pedigree-tracing  purposes.  Pleasing  in  every  respect;  included 
in  the  extended  Condition  Census  compiled  by  Del  Bland  tor  the 
Breen  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S.  Large  Cents  as  tied  for  12th  tinest 
known  of  the  die  pair.  An  exceptional  type  coin  tor  an  advanced 
collector,  or  an  upgrade  for  most  collections  which  include  this  well- 
known  and  easily  recognized  variety. 

Purchased  on  January  5,  1989 from  Robert  J.  Shalowitz  at  the  FUN 
Convention.  Earlier,  from  England. 


(2x  photo) 


416  1797  S-138.  Rarity-1.  Reverse  of  1797,  Stems.  EF-45.  Beauti- 

ful dark  brown  and  steel  with  smooth,  hard  surfaces.  A simply  gor- 
geous cent-especially  so  for  this  relatively  common  variety  thatjack 
Robinson  described  as  “very  common  by  population  and  in  scudzy, 
very  tough  to  find  really  nice.”  This  coin  is  really  nice.  The  detail  is 
exceptionally  bold,  perhaps  better  defined  than  the  EF-45  grade 
would  indicate.  The  centering  is  ideal  and  the  surface  quality  is  im- 
peccable, with  no  significant  marks  but  for  a tiny  nick  outside  the 
dentils  at  the  right  ribbon  end  detected  after  a magnified  examina- 
tion. Breen’s  die  state  111  with  bulge  at  top  of  reverse.  While  this 
com  is  not  a Condition  Census  candidate,  it  is  a simply  exquisite 
1797  cent-choicc  and  ideal  for  the  quality  conscious  collector. 
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Lustrous  AU  1798  S-187 

Finest  Known  of  Die  State 


418  1798  S-187.  Rarity-1.  Second  Hair  Style.  AU-50.  Pleasing  frosty 

lustre  on  both  sides  highlights  attractive  tan  fields  with  halos  of  mint 
color  surrounding  the  devices.  A lovely  cent  with  e.xcellent  color  and 
surfaces,  many  scattered  tiny  contact  marks  are  noted  on  the  obverse 
but  none  are  serious;  a single  tiny  nick  at  the  rim  above  the  right  serif 
of  E in  AMERICA  is  noted,  some  tiny  toning  spots  present  around 
OF.  The  detail  is  very  close  to  a Mint  State  coin  and  some  in  the 
marketplace  may  consider  the  coin  fully  worthy  of  that  grade  level. 
Cited  in  the  Noyes  census  as  tied  for  seventh  finest  knowm  of  the 
variety,  though  not  noted  in  the  significantly  divergent  Bland  census. 
Late  die  state,  Breen  state  V,  perhaps  one  of  the  better  specimens  of 
this  nearly  terminal  state,  with  heavy  cud  at  obverse  rim  above  3:00 
and  cracks  elsewhere-Breen  published  a single  holed  specimen  of  a 
later  terminal  die  state  which  has  not  been  seen  since  at  least  1957.  A 
very  nice  early  cent,  one  whose  high  grade  and  interesting  die  state 
will  elicit  interest  from  type  collectors  and  cent  specialists. 

Soyvs  photo  mitnbor  21647. 


Attractive  1799/8  Cent  Rarity 


419  1799/8  S-188.  Rarity-4,  Overdate.  G-5.  Sharpness  of  VG-8, 

flawed  surfaces  and  old  scratches.  Nice  medium  brown  and  steel, 
somew'hat  glossy  on  the  obverse.  A very  sharp  specimen  of  this  rare 
overdate  variety,  with  a complete  and  bold  date  and  the  rest  of  the 
obverse  likewise  nicely  defined.  A patch  of  light  pitting  noted  be- 
neath Liberty'’s  chin  and  across  her  chest,  reverse  shows  mottled  raised 
surface  roughness,  most  serious  above  the  wreath  with  the  O of  OF 
partially  obscured,  all  other  legends  and  devices  remain  bold.  A se- 
ries of  old  scratches  through  LIBERTY  mostly  blend  into  the  pa- 
tina, others  near  the  hair  bow  arc  less  significant.  Good  visual  appeal 
despite  minor  problems,  nice  intact  rims.  The  rarer  of  the  two  col- 
lectible varieties  of  the  date,  most  specimens  of  S-188  are  down- 
right awful-this  one,  while  not  perfect,  is  not  awful  and  deserves  a 
strong  bid. 

Desirable  1799  S-189  Cent 


420  1799  S-189.  Rarity-2+.  G-5.  Sharpness  ofVG-7,  though  the  sur- 

faces show  even  light  roughness  as  so  often  found  on  cents  of  this 
year.  Dark  olive-brown,  near  black,  vcith  some  attractive  tan  high- 
lights on  parts  of  the  devices.  Nice  bold  date,  with  the  bottom  curves 
of  the  9s  plain  though  weakly  defined  as  almost  always  seen.  The 
tops  ot  ERICA  and  base  ot  the  fraction  are  worn  into  the  rim  but 
nearly  intact,  all  other  lettering  and  devices  stand  out  nicely  for  the 
assigned  grade.  The  visual  appeal  is  strong  and  no  marks  are  note- 
worthy; indeed,  if  surface  quality  w'ere  no  consideration  this  coin 
would  be  choice.  As  it  is,  this  example  is  a lovely  circulated  repre- 
sentative of  this  famous  date  rarity,  a worthy  inclusion  in  any  date 
set  or  variety  collection,  and  certainly  finer  than  the  vast  m.ijority  a 
collector  is  apt  to  encounter  in  the  marketplace. 
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421  A good  run  of  dates  from  the  first  decade  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury: ☆ 1800  S-205.  Rarity-4.  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF-25,  granular 
surfaces.  Good  eye  appeal,  medium  brown  with  some  darker  patina 
in  the  northeast  obverse,  a touch  of  scale  at  central  reverse,  obverse 
quite  glossy  and  pleasing,  excellent  detail  for  this  variety  ☆ 1801  S- 
223.  Rarity-1.  Error  Fraction.  F-15,  sharpness  ofEF-40,  moderate 
granularity.  Dark  brown  with  golden  highlights,  pleasing  with  no 
flaws  beyond  minor  roughness  ☆ 1803  S-249.  Rarity-2.  Corrected 
Fraction.  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF-25,  granular  surfaces.  Ebony  with 
some  gloss  on  the  reverse  and  clear  mumps  ☆ 1806  S-270.  Rarity- 
1.  F-15,  sharpness  ofVF-25,  light  scattered  granularity.  Medium 
brown  with  golden  highlights  and  good  eye  appeal  1807/6  S-273, 
Rarity- 1.  Overdate.  VF-20,  sharpness  ofEF-45,  many  pinprick  digs. 
Glossy  medium  brown  with  excellent  surfaces  but  showing  lots  of 
microscopic  nicks  ☆ 1810  S-283.  Rarity-2.  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF- 
30,  many  hairlines  on  obverse.  Medium  brown  with  good  surfaces, 
apparent  tooling  inside  left  obverse  rim.  (Total:  6 piece.s) 

422  1800  S-207.  Rarity-3+.  F-15.  Sharpness  ofVF-20  or  a bit  better, 
finely  granular  surfaces.  Glossy  medium  olive-brown  with  a very 
even,  attractive  appearance  on  both  sides.  No  serious  marks,  good 
strike  for  the  date,  a very  nice  specimen.  This  variety  is  difficult  in 
this  condition  and  nearly  impossible  finer-of  the  seven  specimens 
of  this  variety  better  than  VF-25,  two  are  in  ANS  and  one  is  untraced. 
Early  die  state  with  tiny  triangular  cud  below  fraction  and  no  signs 
of  clash  marks.  This  example  boasts  rare  eye  appeal  for  an  1800  cent. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  Jammy  2000,  Lot  1516. 


Superb  1800  Sheldon-209 

Tied  for  7th  Finest  Known 


423  1800  S-209.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Sharpness  ofEF-45+,  with  two  very 

shallow  patches  of  roughness  on  the  reverse.  Lovely  medium  brown 
with  smooth  surfaces  and  traces  of  lustre  lending  a golden  tint  to  the 
obverse  fields.  Very  sharp,  perhaps  technically  even  finer  than  indi- 
cated, with  only  the  faintest  trace  of  wear  on  the  hair  and  cheek  and 
the  usual  soft  strike  of  the  date  on  the  bust  and  lower  curls  in  addi- 
tion to  the  top  of  the  reverse.  An  area  of  shallow  and  inoffensive 
roughness  is  present  below  the  wreath  bow  on  the  reverse,  leaning 
right  of  the  fraction  to  the  last  A in  AMERICA;  another  barely  no- 
ticeably rough  depression  present  under  TED.  Late  die  state,  sev- 
eral clashes  easily  distinguished  from  another  present  in  the  obverse 
fields  and  weakening  the  central  reverse  definition,  the  crack  just 
beginning  at  first  A of  AMERICA  and  thus  somewhere  betu-een 
Breen’s  states  IV  and  V.  A fascinating,  attractive,  and  important  com 
that  will  appeal  on  many  levels  to  the  dedicated  cent  collector. 


424  An  interesting  selection  of  large  cents  from  1801  to  1835:  ☆ 

1801  S-222.  Rarity-1.  G-6.  Glossy  medium  brown  and  pleasing  for 
the  grade  ☆ 1803  S-25L  Rarity-3-.  VG-7.  Light  brown,  late  die 
state,  minor  rim  bruise  behind  ribbon  bow  ☆ 1804  S-252.  Rarity- 
3-.  F-15.  Choice  medium  brown  ☆ 1805  S-267.  Rarity-1.  F-15, 
sharpness  of  VF-20,  some  raised  specks  at  central  reverse.  A lovely 
glossy  chocolate  brown  cent  ☆ 1821  N-l.  Rarity-l.  F-12,  sharp- 
ness of  VF-20,  corrosion  spot  tooled  away  from  atop  21  of  date. 
Mottled  medium  brown  and  tan  with  some  specks  of  verdigris  on 
reverse  ☆ 1824  N-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-25,  sharpness  of  EF-40,  traces 
of  raised  corrosion  around  stars  and  reverse  legends.  Glossy  ebony 
with  good  eye  appeal  ☆ 1825  N-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-25,  sharpness  of 
VF-35,  light  pinscratches  on  cheek.  Mottled  medium  brown  with 
smooth  surfaces  and  a little  rim  bump  over  second  T ofSTATES  ☆ 
1829  N-6.  Rarity-1.  F-15,  sharpness  ofEF-45,  unnatural  color  from 
cleaning  and  granular  surfaces  ☆ 1833  N-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30,  sharp- 
ness of  AU-50,  scattered  surface  granularity.  Charcoal  gray  with 
decent  vi.sual  appeal  ☆ 1835  N-16.  Rarity-2.  VF-35,  sharpness  of 
EF-45,  center  of  fields  and  cheek  a little  bright  from  a long  ago 
cleaning.  Lovely  deep  mahogany  with  smooth  surfaces.  (Total:  10 
pieces). 


Very  Rare  1801  NC-1 

Late  Die  State 


425  1801  NC-1.  Rarity-6.  G-6.  Sharpness  of  F-12,  many  light  abra- 

sions and  even  granularity.  Dark  brown  on  the  obverse,  black  and 
dark  olive  on  the  reverse.  Good  sharpness  remains  on  both  sides 
despite  the  granular  surfaces  and  occasional  patches  of  roughness, 
rim  bruise  over  T in  LIBERTY,  short  scratch  at  E in  the  same  word, 
nick  behind  hair  ribbon,  rim  nick  over  E in  AMERICA,  suggestion 
of  a very  light  bend  when  placed  flat  on  a surface.  Dies  rather  in- 
jured from  heavy  clashing,  tops  ofLIBERTY  weak  as  a result,  heavy' 
indentation  from  bust  tip  visible  at  top  of  reverse.  The  latest  state 
seen,  a bit  more  advanced  than  Breen’s  state  II  with  a heavier  crack 
above  TES.  A recent  discovery,  not  a terribly  pretty  coin,  but  tar 
from  the  worst  1801  NC-1  extant;  the  finest  is  a single  gem  once  in 
the  Essex  Institute  collection  and  the  low  end  of  the  Condition 
Census  is  F-12.  The  above  average  sharpness  and  interesting  die 
state  make  this  coin  an  attractive  addition  to  a growing  large  cent 
collection. 
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1802  S-233.  Rarity-2+.  VF-25.  Hard  and  glossy  milk  chocolate 
brown  surfaces,  an  attractive  and  light  shade  for  an  1802,  contrast- 
ing with  slightly  darker  brown  devices.  Smooth  and  very  appealing, 
nearly  choice  but  for  the  most  minor  patch  of  surface  verdigris  above 
Liberty’s  eye.  Scattered  light  contact  marks  are  as  expected  for  the 
grade,  with  only  an  invisible  rim  bruise  right  of  L of  LIBERTY 
noted  for  the  sake  of  accuracy.  A lovely  cent,  nicely  detailed  and 
probably  among  the  top  10  or  12  known  of  the  variety,  with  two  of 
the  finer  ones  impounded  in  the  collection  of  the  ANS.  None  are 
known  in  Mint  State,  and  the  true  Condition  Census  (top  six)  e.x- 
tends  into  VF  territory.  The  present  specimen,  new  to  the  large 
cent  community  after  30  years  in  a private  collection,  should  re- 
ceive a kind  welcome. 


1802  S-237.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  deep  chest- 
nut brown  with  a halo  ot  tan  around  central  obverse  device  faded 
from  mint  color.  A sharp  and  appealing  specimen,  ideal  for  a high- 
grade  date  set.  Nice  surface  quality,  a few  light  abrasions  on  obverse- 
device,  splash  ot  darker  toning  behind  lower  curls.  Breen’s  state  IV. 
A desirable  example  of  the  date. 


1803  S-250.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  rich  chocolate 
brown  with  smooth  fields  and  positive  visual  appeal.  Traces  of  ap- 
parent mint  color  remain  around  the  wreath  and  reverse  lettering, 
perhaps  protected  by  some  soft  verdigris  no  longer  present.  A sharp 
and  attractive  example,  some  minor  marks  and  abrasions,  a few  mi- 
nor pinscratches  above  bustline  noted  under  extreme  scrutiny.  A 
nice  large  cent  for  inclusion  in  a type  set. 


Pleasing  1804  S-266  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


429  1804  S-266.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  BN  (PCGS).  Even  and  pleasing 

deep  steel  brown  with  very  nearly  smooth  surfaces  that  retain  some 
gloss.  Excellent  eye  appeal,  even  better  surface  quality,  the  fields 
and  devices  nearly  devoid  of  marks.  Careful  magnified  scrutiny  re- 
veals a few  microscopic  pits  in  Liberty’s  hair  and  insignificant  sur- 
face granularity  which  is  more  notable  on  reverse  than  obverse-de- 
scribing the  granularity  is  more  academic  exercise  than  defect  apol- 
ogy, as  it  makes  no  practical  impact  on  the  very  nice  visual  appeal 
boasted  by  the  present  specimen.  Boldly  struck,  a dig  over  right  side 
of  N in  ONE  offered  for  those  who  may  wish  to  track  this  coin’s 
pedigree  in  the  future.  Put  simply,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1804 
cents  to  come  on  the  market  in  some  time,  all  things  considered. 
1804  cents  appear  sometimes  in  wTetched  condition  or  in  .sharper 
grades  but  with  one  sort  of  problem  or  other,  but  a lightly  circulated 
and  attractive  specimen  is  a find.  Savvy  collectors  will  realize  the 
desirability  of  the  present  cent  and  offer  a bid  that  will  ensure  its 
purchase  for  their  cabinet. 

The  census  of  Sheldon-266,  the  only  die  pair  of  the  year,  offered  by  Del  Bland 
in  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  Stales  Cents,  ranks  coins  whose  grades 
range  (in  the  conservative  net  grade  style  used  by  members  of  EAC)  from  AU-.sO 
(a  technically  Mint  State  coin  described  as  having  reverse  roughness-the  Army 
H liimsy  plate  coin)  to  VF-3.S.  16  coins  fall  within  that  range,  and  this  com  is  com- 
parable in  qualit>-  to  some  of  those  at  the  Kittom  end  of  that  extcndcsl  ConditKm 
Census  and  perhaps  even  more  desirable  than  a few  when  its  clean  surfaces  and 
good  eye  appeal  are  accounted  for. 
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430  1804  S-266c.  Rarity-2.  G-4.  Sharpness  ofVG-8,  scattered  rough- 
ness around  devices.  Attractive  and  even  medium  brown  with  steel 
brightness  on  devices,  cleaned  long  ago  but  completely  retoned. 
Many  tiny  contact  marks  scattered  on  both  sides,  fine  granularity 
around  devices  is  most  significant  in  lower  reverse  wreath.  Very  bold 
date  and  devices,  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  dull  nick  at  central 
reverse  over  N in  CENT.  Late  die  state  with  cuds  on  both  sides.  A 
very  acceptable  circulated  specimen  of  this  key  date. 

431  Four  nice  quality  large  cents  dating  between  1805  and  1832; 

☆ 1805  S-267.  Rarity-1.  VF-20,  sharpness  ofVF-25,  some  verdi- 
gris trapped  within  reverse  wreath.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  with 
excellent  eye  appeal  and  only  minor  marks  ☆ 1808  S-278.  Rarity- 
3.  F-12,  sharpness  of  F-15,  minor  granularity.  Glossy  dark  brown, 
obverse  misaligned  to  6:00  ☆ 1809  S-280.  Rariry-2.  F-12,  sharp- 
ness ofVF-20+,  cleaned  long  ago  and  since  pleasantly  retoned.  Glossy 
ebony  with  a trace  of  peripheral  roughness  and  nice  eye  appeal  for 
the  date  ☆ 1832  N-2.  EF-40,  sharpness  ofVF-45,  blended  corro- 
sion spot  inside  Liberty’s  ear.  Glossy  medium  brown  and  olive,  an 
attractive  cent.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


432 


1807/6  S-273.  Rarity-1.  Large  Overdate.  EF-45  (PCGS).  At- 
tractive medium  brown  and  olive  with  hard,  glossy  surfaces.  A very 
sharp  specimen  of  this  popular  overdate,  perhaps  the  most  plain  in 
the  entire  large  cent  series  to  the  naked  eye.  Good  surface  quality 
with  no  major  marks,  short  scratch  in  field  off  Liberty’s  lips,  some 
surface  dirt  and  microscopic  specks  could  be  removed  quite  easily 
to  bring  out  the  natural  gloss,  two  well-hidden  spots  in  Liberty’s 
hair.  A nice  example  for  the  assigned  grade  and  a fine  specimen  of  a 
very  popular  variety. 


433 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  VF-25.  Sharpness  ofEF-45,  retoned  with  some 
light  obverse  scratches.  Mottled  tan,  olive,  and  mahogany  with  good 
quality  glossy  surfaces.  Cleaned  long  ago  but  naturally  retoned  and  quite 
attractive  with  no  brightness.  A very  sharp  specimen  of  this  key  date 
(once  ranked  with  1799,  1804,  and  1793  as  a date  rarity  before  type 
collecting  altered  the  market  dynamic).  Few  significant  contact  marks. 


a single  thin  scratch  from  Liberty’s  ear  to  star  1 1 blends  in,  a few  scratches 
also  present  inside  the  rim  at  stars  4 and  5.  While  there  are  some  flaws, 
the  overall  visual  impact  of  this  coin  is  overwhelmingly  positive.  In 
order  to  find  a sharper  specimen  with  glossy  smooth  surfaces  of  this 
calibre,  a collector  would  essentially  need  to  acquire  a Condition  Cen- 
sus specimen-a  difficult  and  very  expensive  proposition. 


Exceptional  Mint  State  1810/09  Large  Cent 

CC#4,  Ex  Newcomb;  Sheldon  Plate 


(2x  photo) 

434  1810/09  S-281.  Rarity-1.  Overdate.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Per- 

haps  the  best  detailed  specimen  of  this  variety  known,  boldly  struck 
and  frosty  with  even  light  honey  brown  surfaces.  Crisp  early  die 
state;  each  hair,  the  profile,  and  the  centers  to  all  stars  but  12  and  13 
arc  well  defined.  Attractive  but  subtle  lustre,  some  light  surface  dirt 
could  be  easily  removed  in  a nondestructive  fashion  to  bring  around 
a full  serving  of  mint  frost.  A tiny  spot  after  D ot  UNITED  identi- 
fies this  specimen  as  the  coin  chosen  by  Dr.  Sheldon  as  the  reverse 
plate  coin  in  Penny  Mliimsy;  both  sides  were  chosen  to  illustrate  the 
variety  in  the  first  edition  ofhis  still-standard  reference.  Early  Ameri- 
can Cents  of  1949.  There  are  no  marks  to  note,  but  a tiny  spot  inside 
star  9 is  noted  as  further  identification.  One  of  the  best  known  and 
most  obvious  overdates  in  the  entire  large  cent  series,  a phenom- 
enon that  has  made  this  variety  desirable  far  beyond  others  ot  com- 
mensurate rarity.  The  overdate,  like  many  Turban  Heads,  is  ex- 
tremely rare  in  top  grade-a  listing  of  the  top  ten  known  includes  EF 
coins,  and  one  of  the  nicer  AUs  is  forever  locked  aw.iy  in  the  British 
Museum  where  it  has  resided  since  1863.  This  com  is  of  premium 
quality  even  among  the  few  known  Mint  State  coins  and  would  add 
immensely  to  any  large  cent  collection. 
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PCCiS  Population:  2;  2 finer  (MS-65  IfB  finest).  The  MS-65  RB  coin  i.s  the 
•Major  Cole  com,  finest  known,  which  realized  $6(I,5(X)  in  a 1997  Superior  sale. 

Judge  Thomas  L.  Gaskill,  who,se  collection  was  sold  to  Dorothy  Paschal 
(Sheldon  s longtime  companion)  through  New  Netherlands  with  the  assistance  of 
a young  emplojee  named  Walter  Breen  in  1956.  was  a judge  in  the  Federal  Bank- 
ruptcy C.ourt  ot  the  District  ot  New  jersey.  A hand-annotated  manuscript  pre- 
pared by  Breen  describing  the  transaction  with  grades  and  values  of  each  coin 
therein  is  still  extant;  his  work  was  checked  by  at  least  two  others. 

The  envelope  which  accompanies  this  lot  includes  some  interesting  notations 
beyond  the  pedigree  information.  The  bottom  of  the  envelope  reads  “TE-P  x 3” 
and  is  best  understood  in  the  context  of  1957,  when  the  envelope  was  ts’ped  and 
when  Sheldon  had  just  completed  his  chapter  in  Penny  IVhimsy  entitled  “Towards  a 
Science  ot  Cent  Values.”  The  notation  "TE”  was  Sheldon’s  personal  code  for  the 
grade  65  (which  is  unusual  since  he  called  it  a 60  w'hen  the  book  was  written  in 
1949-maybe  ownership  really  does  add  five  points?),  P is  the  basal  value  of  the  coin, 
SI.  That  amount  (S65)  was  multiplied  by  3 to  determine  the  1957  value  as  per  the 
mstrucnons  on  page  56  of  Penny  Hliimsy:  “Ifknown  to  be  No.  2 ofa  variety,  and  hill 
MS,  Value  equals  Condition  times  Basal  Value  times  3.”  Sheldon’s  scientific  price 
system  was  obsolete  within  a few  years  but  speaks  volumes  about  his  analytical  mind. 
A complete  transcription  of  his  code,  written  in  Walter  Breen’s  hand  and  referred  to 
as  “the  Rosetta  Flip,”  survives  in  a private  collection.  Sheldon  was  known  to  have 
produced  most  of  Paschal’s  envelopes  on  his  typewriter;  he  thanked  his  tw  o type- 
writers by  name  m the  preface  of  Penny  Miinisy. 

From  the  J.G.  Morganthau  and  Co.  sale  of  the  Houmd  R.  Neuvomb 
Collection,  February  1945,  Lot  474;  to  the  collection  ofjudge  Thomas  Caskill, 
sold  primely  thmiigh  the  agency  of  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  to  Dor- 
othy Paschal,  a coauthor  of  Penny  Whimsy  until  the  young  man  who  helped 
sell  her  the  coins,  IValter  Breen;  to  the  collection  of  Charles  Harrison.  Dorothy 
Paschal’s  typewritten  envelope  (likely  composed  on  one  of  Dr.  Sheldon’s  two 
typeuriters,  whose  names  were  Horatio  and  Hazard)  accompanies  this  lot.  Plated 
in  both  Early  American  Cents  ( 1949)  and  Penny  Whim.sy  (1958). 

435  Pair  of  Classic  Head  large  cents:  ☆ 1810  S-285.  Rarity-2.  VF- 
25,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  moderate  obverse  roughness  and  fine  re- 
verse granularity-.  Dark  brown,  very  sharp,  some  smoothing  in  ob- 
verse fields,  reverse  only  lightly  granular  with  some  attractive  light 
faded  mint  color  around  the  legends.  A very  bold  and  still  attractive 
example  ☆ 1811  S-287.  Rarity-2.  F-12,  sharpness  ofVF-25,  ob- 
verse fields  carefully  and  lightly  smoothed.  Appealing  and  glossy 
medium  brown,  some  very  light  surface  roughness  smoothed  in 
obverse  fields  and  on  neck,  a very  attractive  coin.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


436  181 1/0  S-286.  Rarity-3.  Overdate.  VF-20.  Sharpness  ofVF-25 

or  a bit  better,  but  some  faint  vestiges  of  an  ancient  cleaning  mani- 
fest as  golden  halos  around  upper  portions  of  the  denomination  and 
wreath  on  the  reverse.  Lovely  chocolate  brown  with  attractive  glossy 
surfaces,  beautiful  and  natural  in  appearance  but  for  the  minor  con- 
sideration mentioned  above.  Some  contact  marks  from  circulation 
noted,  including  a nick  on  Liberty’s  neck,  a single  thin  hairline  across 
Liberty’s  neck  curl,  a short  scratch  left  of  C')  of  OF.  and  a few  little 
til  ks  at  the  denticles.  Dies  slightly  misaligned  as  often  seen  for  this 
variety,  overdate  very  btild  to  the  naked  eye.  A pleasing  example  in 
an  ideal  olle<  tor  grade  with  far  nicer  surfaces  than  typical.  The 
' ondition  rnsus  tor  this  variety  includes  only  AU  and  F.F  coins. 

■■  . in  the  prnonilt  ..dlection  of  Col.  .8lnrn  Fllsuvrth. 


Gorgeous  Mint  State  1811  S-287  Cent 


{2x  photo) 


437  1811  S-287.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mottled 
medium  olive-brown  surfaces  exhibit  full  lustre,  the  satiny  reverse 
showing  shades  of  light  golden  brown  faded  from  mint  color.  A su- 
perb cent  with  exquisite  sharpness,  lovely  visual  appeal,  and  excel- 
lent surface  quality.  Only  a thin  scratch  below  the  wreath  bow  and  a 
microscopic  speck  of  roughness  outside  star  13  serve  to  identify  this 
specimen.  Cents  of  the  Classic  Head  type  are  rarely  found  in  such 
lofty  grades,  and  those  that  show  Mint  State  sharpness  are  often 
plagued  by  what  Breen  calls  “dark  and  rough  surfaces”  or  a host  of 
other  problems  commonly  associated  yvith  this  type  and  date.  This 
coin  boasts  such  pleasing  eye  appeal  .and  lustre  that  it  would  add  to 
any  advanced  cabinet. 

I’CGS  Population:  3;  3 finer  within  designation  (MS-64  BN  finest).  Among 
1TB  coins,  three  have  been  graded  MS-65  with  a single  MS-66,  the  remarkable 
Beckwith-Yale  piece  that  sold  for  $55,000  in  1991. 

438  A pair  of  sharp  and  attractive  Classic  Head  cents:  ☆ 1811  S- 
287.  Rarity-2.  VF-25,  sharpness  of  EF-40,  reverse  roughness. 
Choice  glossy  light  brown  on  the  obverse,  reverse  also  glossy  and 
attractive  but  shoyving  patches  of  shallow  roughness.  Far  more  eve- 
appealing  than  our  description  yvould  suggest  H 1812  S-2hL  Rar- 
ity-2-t.  VF-2(),  sharpness  ot  VF-25,  a feyv  minor  nicks  in  fix'al  areas, 
A beautiful  glossy  medium  broyvn  yvith  tan  highlights  on  the  re- 
verse, splendid  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Breen’s  state  III  (Total:  2 
pieces) 
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439  The  penultimate  and  final  years  of  the  early  date  cents,  rep- 
resented by  pleasing  circulated  examples;  ☆ 1813  S-292.  Rar- 
ity-2.  F- 15,  sharpness  ot  VF-20,  a few  specks  of  raised  corrosion  on 
the  obverse.  Glossy  medium  brown,  superb  eye  appeal  for  the  as- 
signed grade,  a lovely  specimen  of  this  scarce  semi-key  date  that  is 
usually  encountered  m far  poorer  condition  ☆ 1814  S-294.  Rarity- 
1.  Crosslet  4.  VF-25,  sharpness  ofEF-45,  granular  reverse.  Pleasing 
dark  brown,  scattered  obverse  pits  mostly  at  periphery,  reverse  evenly 
granular  but  stiU  glossy  and  attractive.  A decent  and  very  sharp  speci- 
men. (Total:  2 pieces) 


Choice  High-Grade  1813  Cent 

Nearly  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


440  1813  S-293.  Rarity-2.  AU-50.  Gorgeous  chocolate  brown  with 

choice  smooth  surfaces  that  boast  traces  of  satiny  lustre,  particu- 
larly so  on  the  reverse.  A superb  specimen  of  this  scarce  date,  ex- 
hibiting surface  quality  and  sharpness  rarely  encountered  on  this 
date-and  almost  never  in  concert.  The  strike  is  somewhat  flat  and 
partially  misaligned,  with  an  ill-defined  wreath  ribbon  and  flat- 
ness in  the  upper  stars.  A flaw  at  Liberty  s neck  appears  mint-made 
and  not  caused  by  impact,  and  an  invisible  rim  nick  at  M of 
AMERICA  is  notable  only  from  the  edge.  The  Condition  Census 
for  this  variety  includes  two  Mint  State  specimens,  one  ofwhich  is 
a nearly  full  red  gem  that  appeared  on  our  own  John  Pack  s desk 
three  years  ago.  Three  AU-55  coins  and  several  AU-50  coins  are 
also  included,  with  the  present  specimen  certainly  finer  than  at 
least  two  of  the  AU-50  coins  that  appear  in  the  Bland  census  (the 
Norweb  coin  which  showed  some  surface  roughness,  and  the  1989 


ANA  coin  which  was  cleaned  and  retoned).  This  example  is  new 
to  the  large  cent  community  after  years  in  an  upstate  New  York 
date  set  and  would  make  a splendid  addition  to  any  advanced  large 
cent  collection. 


441  Undated  (1814)  S-294.  Rarity-1.  15%  off  center.  G-6  (PCGS). 

Smooth  dark  chocolate  brown  with  lighter  devices.  A number  of  tiny 
spots  are  noted  on  the  reverse  under  scrutiny,  LIBERTY  is  nearly 
complete,  denomination  a trifle  weak  but  still  plain.  Struck  well  off- 
center  to  4:00,  first  two  date  digits  still  on  planchet,  easily  attributed 
as  an  1814  S-294.  An  attractive  circulated  off-center  large  cent. 


Lovely  EF  1814  Cent 


442  1814  S-295.  Rarity-1.  Plain  4.  EF-40.  Glossy  and  beautiful  dark 

chocolate  brown  with  a hint  of  golden  lustre  in  protected  areas  of 
the  reverse  and  pleasing  smooth  surfaces.  Sharp  and  well  centered, 
die  cla.sh  under  Liberty’s  chin,  depression  as  struck  left  of  O of  OF, 
minor  speck  ofinactive  surface  corrosion  under  first  T in  STATES, 
a few  scattered  marks  including  a dull  nick  over  E of  CENT.  Breen’s 
state  11.  A beautiful  example  of  the  date  or  type  in  a level  of  preser- 
vation far  above  that  usually  encountered. 


443  A foursome  of  high-grade  cents  that  challenge  the  Mint  State 
level,  including  a pleasing  full  Mint  State  1831:  ☆ 1816  N-2. 
Rarity-l.  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  hghtly  cleaned  and  retoned. 
Full  lustrous  frosty  medium  brown  with  some  golden,  rose,  and  blu- 
ish undertones.  Fairly  pleasing  and  probably  bound  to  be  certified 
as  a full  Mint  State  coin  ☆ 1817  N-6.  Rarity-1.  EF-45,  sharpness  of 
AU-55,  patches  of  minor  corrosion.  Lustrous  olive-brown,  some 
splashes  of  maroon  toning,  patch  of  raised  corrosion  under  denomi- 
nation on  reverse  and  a few  smaller  specks  elsewhere,  a beautiflil 
cent  nonetheless  ☆ 1830  N-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-35,  sharpness  of  AU- 
50+,  areas  of  light  pitting  around  obverse  and  reverse  peripheries. 
Glossy  medium  brown  and  olive,  excellent  eye  appeal,  bold  clash- 
ing at  central  reverse,  only  significant  pitting  above  stars  7 and  8 
with  other  pitting  not  clear  except  under  scrutiny!^  1831  N-6.  Rar- 
ity-1. MS-6(),  technically  worthy  of  the  MS-63  grade,  but  for  a rim 
bruise  at  6:00  on  the  reverse.  Full  lustrous  cartwheel,  medium  brown 
and  gold  on  the  obverse  with  generous  mint  color,  reverse  domi- 
nated by  lovely  mint  color  and  generous  fro.st,  a Condition  Census 
calibre  cent  were  the  rim  bruise  not  present  but  still  very  desir.ible 
as  it  is.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
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444  1816  Ncwcomb-3.  Rarity-4+.  VF-35.  Sharpness  ofEF-45,  areas 

ot  minor  corrosion.  An  extremely  sharp  specimen  of  this  rare  vari- 
ety. Dark  chocolate  brown,  mostly  smooth  and  glossy  with  good 
eye  appeal.  Some  raised  corrosion  is  noted  hidden  among  the  pe- 
ripheral elements  of  the  obverse  and  within  the  intricacies  of  the 
central  obverse  device,  similar  areas  on  reverse  though  a greenish  pit 
is  noted  at  the  right  ribbon  end  with  a less  serious  pit  at  the  edge 
over  ER  of  AMERICA.  A very  challenging  variety  in  anything  close 
to  VF,  the  present  specimen  of  Newcomb-3  probably  ranks  among 
the  top  15  or  so  known. 


Condition  Census  1816  N-4 


445  1816  N-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-63.  Exceptional  full  cartwheel  lustre  on 

frosty  medium  brown  surfaces.  About  25%  of  the  mint  color  re- 
mains, superb  surface  quality  with  positively  immaculate  fields.  This 
coin,  a new  discovery,  without  question  qualifies  for  Condition 
Census  consideration  on  the  basis  of  both  its  color  and  marvelously 
preserved  surfaces.  A tiny  spot  under  U of  UNITED  and  a less  sig- 
nificant one  under  C of  CENT  are  the  only  quibbles  keeping  this 
com  from  a higher  grade.  This  variety  was  not  included  in  the 
Randall  Hoard  (indeed,  it  seems  likely  that  no  1816s  were  included 
based  upon  the  fact  that  no  one  who  ever  saw  the  hoard  ever  men- 
tioned this  date  in  writing).  A very  significant  1816  cent  and  one 
worthy  of  strong  bidder  support. 


446  1817  N-13.  Rarity-l.  MS-60.  A most  attractive  specimen  of  this 

variety.  Immaculate  chestnut  brown  surfaces  resemble  a bronzed 
Proof  m their  evenness  and  absolute  dearth  of  noteworthy  marks. 
E.xcellent  visual  appeal,  subtle  but  satiny  lustre.  Crisply  struck,  like 
most  specimens  ot  this  variety,  with  two  clear  clash  marks  visible  on 
the  reviTH'  Though  "EAC"  style  grading  of  Mint  State  coins  relies 
hc.ivilv  upon  the  presence  ot  original  mint  color  to  determine  levels 
b.-rween  fill  or  70,  the  market  reliance  upon  clean  surfaces  to  ad- 
)udgc  the  relative  grade  ot  Mint  State  coins  may  make  this  piece  a 
w'c  in  m.iiiy  ■ ollei  tors'  eyes. 


447  1817  N-14.  Rarity-1.  MS-60+.  Choice  cartwheel  lustre  on  frosty 

medium  brown  surfaces,  some  hints  of  mint  color  persisting  in  pro- 
tected areas.  Neither  as  heavily  marked  nor  as  spotted  as  this  Randall 
Hoard  variety  usually  appears,  though  some  “kegmarks”  and  a spot 
near  star  9 is  noted.  Glossy  and  beautihil,  a superb  example  of  a 
variety  that  is  often  ugly  in  Mint  State. 


Choice  1817  15  Stars  Cent 
AU-58  (PCGS) 


448  1817  N-16.  Rarity-l.  15  Stars.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  me- 

dium olive-brown  with  nice  surfaces  and  excellent  eye  appeal.  Nicely 
struck  with  full  centers  to  all  stars  but  star  13,  a lovely  example  of  one 
ot  the  most  popular  varieties  in  the  middle  date  series.  Only  a few 
minor  contact  marks  on  the  obverse,  reverse  nearly  immaculate.  The 
gloss  is  presently  subtle,  ready  for  a gentle  brushing.  A tiny  spot  be- 
tween ON  of  ONE  and  a subtle  discoloration  around  star  11  identify 
this  specimen.  A perfect  opportunity  to  purchase  a very  attractive  and 
weU  preserved  example  of  this  longtime  favorite  of  collectors. 


449  A pair  of  MS-60  survivors  from  the  famed  Randall  Hoard  of 

large  cents,  discovered  ca.  1868:  ☆ 1818  N-10.  Rarity-l.  At- 
tractive and  even  chocolate  brown  ☆ 1820  N-13.  Rarity-l.  Lively 
lustre  on  pleasing  olive-brown  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Scarce  1819  N-4 

Condition  Census 


450  1819  N-4.  Rarity-3.  Small  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Deep 

chestnut  brown  on  the  obverse,  dark  brown  and  olive  on  the  re- 
verse. A high-grade  specimen  of  this  variety,  whose  finest  known 
specimen  is  a Mint  State  coin  in  the  ANS  while  the  low  end  of  the 
Condition  Census  is  only  VF.  Both  sides  show  excellent  detail,  cen- 
tral reverse  shows  some  surface  roughness,  tiny  spot  ofcormsion  m 
Liberty’s  neck  tresses,  no  serious  marks.  C>ne  of  onlv  three  EFs  m 
the  census,  the  now-untraced  specimen  in  the  l‘>85  Bowers  and 
Merena  Kosoff  s.ile,  showed  significant  roughness  on  the  rewrse 
and  iiuy  be  net  graded  lower  tod.iy.  An  impv'rtant  com  for  the  sjv- 
cialist,  an  easy  upgrade  for  the  vast  maiontv  of  collectors  sslu'  nia\ 
already  possess  a specimen  of  this  uiuisuallv  ehisiw  vaiiets 
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451  An  interesting  assortment  of  middle  date  large  cents,  includ- 

ing both  varieties  of  the  scarce  1823;  ☆ 1819  N-6.  Rarity-1. 
VF-30,  sharpness  ot  AU-5(),  obverse  hairlines.  Woodgrained  me- 
dium brown  surfaces  retain  much  lustre  and  a hint  of  mint  color 
adhering  to  reverse  design  elements,  rim  bruise  at  6:00  on  reverse  ☆ 
1821  N-2.  Rarity-1.  F-15,  sharpness  ofVF-30,  obverse  pitting. 
Chocolate  brown,  glossy  on  obverse  save  for  pitting  at  peripheries, 
reverse  largely  granular  ☆ 1822  N-6.  Rarity-3.  VF-20,  sharpness  of 
EF-40,  light  obverse  scratches.  Glossy  light  brown  with  tan  high- 
lights around  devices,  many  digs  on  obverse  and  reverse  ☆ 1823/2 
N-1.  Rarity-2.  Overdate.  VG-8,  sharpness  of  VF-20,  reverse  sur- 
face corrosion.  Dark  brown  and  mahogany,  granular  on  reverse, 
raised  corrosion  and  shallow  pitting  on  reverse,  light  old  obverse 
scratches,  natural  planchet  crack  at  star  2 ☆ 1823  N-2.  Rarity-2.  F- 
15,  sharpness  of  VF-30,  heavy  reverse  abrasion.  Glossy  chestnut 
brown  with  olive  highlights,  good  eye  appeal,  two  shallow  patches 
of  roughness  hidden  within  wreath,  serious  abrasion  at  top  ofwreath 
under  OF,  still  a sharp  and  desirable  example  of  this  scarcest  date  of 
the  type  ☆ 1827  N-11.  Rarity-1.  VF-25,  sharpness  ofEF-45,  even 
granularity.  Dark  chocolate  brown,  attractive  and  retaining  a mea- 
sure of  gloss,  still  nicely  detailed  ☆ 1829  N-8.  Rarity-1.  VF-30, 
sharpness  ofEF-45,  cleaned  and  retoning.  Mottled  olive,  gold,  and 
deep  orange,  smooth  and  attractive  despite  unnatural  brightness,  a 
cent  that  will  return  to  EF  quahry  once  toning  takes  its  course  ☆ 
1837  N-3.  Rariry-3.  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-50+,  thin  patina  on 
obverse  high  points.  Nice  even  mahogany  with  abundant  satiny  lustre 
☆ 1839  N-9.  Rarity-2.  Silly  Head.  VF-30,  sharpness  ofEF-40,  scat- 
tered shallow  scratches.  Glossy  chocolate  brown.  (Total:  9 pieces) 


Condition  Census  1819  N-7 


452  1819  N-7.  Rarity-4.  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Sharpness  of  AU-50,  a 

conspiracy  of  surface  dirt  and  light  surface  verdigris  present  at  ob- 
verse periphery  and  on  the  reverse.  Glossy  chocolate  brown,  attrac- 
tive and  mostly  smooth,  with  excellent  detail  on  both  sides.  Pin- 
point nick  noted  in  field  near  star  3,  two  tiny  obverse  rim  bruises 
are  nearly  invisible,  tiny  raised  specks  ofverdigris  on  reverse  are  prob- 
ably soft  enough  for  careful  removal  by  an  expert.  One  of  the  nicest 
specimens  of  this  rare  variety  around,  perhaps  underrated  at  Rarity- 
4 and  certainly  a lot  rarer  than  that  in  VF  or  above-aside  from  a 
Mint  State  example  forever  impounded  in  the  Eric  Newman  Nu- 
mismatic Education  Society  collection  and  an  AU  at  the  ANS,  the 
finest  in  private  hands  is  only  EF  and  the  CC  ranges  down  to  VF. 
Indeed,  a VF-2()  com  is  noted  as  being  m the  top  ten  in  the  Noyes 
census.  The  real  stopper  of  the  1819s  m top  condition,  making  this 
a good  coin  to  chase. 


453  1819  N-8.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (ICG).  Full  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  far  better  color  and  surfaces  than  usually  encoun- 
tered on  this  variety.  Despite  the  fact  that  specimens  of  the  N-8 
were  included  in  the  Randall  Hoard,  a typical  survivor  is  kegmarked, 
spotted,  and  has  wounded  lustre.  The  lustre  on  this  specimen  is  truly 
exceptional,  and  the  generous  mint  color  which  surrounds  the  de- 
vices contra.sts  beautiful  with  the  frosty  medium  brown  surfaces.  A 
few  minor  spots  are  noted,  typical  of  those  seen,  including  one  in- 
side star  1 1 and  another  in  Liberty’s  hair  below  Y of  LIBERTY. 
Worthy  of  a premium  bid  over  a typical  specimen. 

454  A lovely  pair  of  high-grade,  middle  date  cents:  ☆ 1819  N-9. 
Rarity- 1.  MS-60+.  Frosty  medium  olive-brown  with  abundant 
warm  mint  color  remaining,  especially  on  the  obverse.  Few 
kegniarks,  none  serious,  finer  than  typically  encountered  ☆ 1837 
N-7,8.  Rarity-1.  AU-55.  Choice  frosty  medium  brown  with  even 
color  and  excellent  satiny  lustre,  a lovely  cent.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

455  A pair  of  attractive  Matron  Head  cents,  both  certified  AU-58 
by  NGC:  ☆ 1820/19  N-1.  Rarity-1.  Large  Overdate.  Even  dark 
steel  brown  with  good  eye  appeal,  pleasing  satiny  lustre  a bit  re- 
strained by  surface  dirt  but  ready  to  be  fully  expressed  by  a light 
brushing,  a nicer  cent  than  most  certified  at  this  level  and  worthy  of 
strong  consideration  ☆ 1833  N-5.  Rarity-1.  Nice  medium  brown 
with  subtle  traces  of  mint  color  adhering  to  design  elements,  excel- 
lent surface  quality  and  overaU  eye  appeal.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


The  Norweb  1820/19  N-3 

The  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


456  1820/19  N-3.  Rarity-2.  Small  overdate.  MS-65  BN  (NGC). 

Attractive  medium  brown  and  steel  with  frosty  cartwheel  lustre.  A 
sharp  and  very  attractive  coin,  noted  in  the  Noyes  census  as  tied  for 
seventh  finest  known  of  the  die  variety.  The  surfaces  are  remark- 
ably free  of  marks  and  the  eye  appeal  is  superb.  A spot  ot  surface 
corrosion  that  was  present  at  the  time  ot  the  1988  Norweb  sale  has 
been  carefully  removed  by  an  expert  who  moved  no  metal  and  has 
left  this  coin  far  better  than  he  found  it.  Noyes  called  this  piece  tied 
for  seventh  finest  known  of  the  variety  on  his  census,  tied  with  the 
impounded  Carnegie  Institute  coin  among  others,  and  surpassed  by 
the  ANS  coin  m addition  to  five  others  held  privately.  Some  ot  the 
others  noted  as  tied  with  this  com  have  more  mint  red  color,  but 
this  com  has  far  fewer  marks  and  excellent  overall  eye  appe.iL  Nice 
early  die  state  with  clear  overdate  characteristics.  One  ot  the  verv 
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finest  extant  of' this  popular  variety. 

■NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer.  PCGS  has  certified  only  one  MS-65  BN  with 
none  finer. 

Dr.  Cieorge  French,  the  Rochester  gynecologist  who  owned  this  cent  before 
1929.  sold  his  impressive  large  cent  collection  intact  to  B.  Ma.x  Mehl  for  S50,(KH). 
He  collected  tiir  more  than  coins-he  also  owned  an  outfit  once  worn  by  Tom 
Thumb.  His  copy  ot  Frank  Andrews  work  on  large  cents  dated  1816  to  1857, 
including  annotations  on  his  collection,  was  recently  sold  in  a Fred  Lake  numis- 
nutic  literature  auction. 

From  B.  Ma.x  Mehl’s  price  list  of  the  Dr.  George  French,  1929,  Lot 
42  / . Presumably  purchased  by  T.  James  Clarke;  ne.xt  included  in  Abe  Kosoffs 
sale  of  the  F.  James  Clarke  Collection  (Naftzger  duplicates  after  he  purchased 
the  Clarke  collection  intact),  .April  1956,  Lot  173;  next  offered  in  Auctions 
by  Bowers  and  .Merena’s  sale  of  the  Noruvb  Collection,  Part  III,  November 
1988,  Urt  2877.  Noyes  photo  27989. 


Mostly  Red  1820/19  Overdate 


457  1820/19  N-3.  Rarity-2.  Small  overdate.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS). 

FuU  carwheel  lustre  on  surfaces  mottled  with  medium  brown  and 
rich  mint  color,  red  dominating  the  reverse  more  than  the  obverse. 
The  removal  of  some  minor  surface  dirt  could  potentiaOy  bring  out 
the  excellent  lustre  and  mint  color  even  more.  Some  minor  fly- 
specks,  dark  spot  between  CE  of  CENT,  excellent  visual  appeal  for 
this  popular  variety.  For  those  seeking  a specimen  of  the  1820/19 
overdate,  this  variety  is  the  easiest  to  locate  in  high  grade  among  the 
three  obverse  dies  showing  overdate  characteristics-the  other  two 
represented  by  only  a handful  of  Mint  State  examples  each.  That 
stated,  the  Newcomb-3,  as  offered  here,  is  still  very  difficult  to  lo- 
cate m grades  above  AU  and  especially  rare  with  generous  amounts 
ofremainingmint  red.  NGC  has  never  called  a single  1820/19  “RB” 
and  PCGS  has  only  ever  certified  this  lone  specimen!  For  those  at- 
tracted to  color,  a generous  bid  is  recommended. 

I’GGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  in  designation.  Two  MS-63  BN  and  a single 
MS-65  B.N  have  been  certified. 


Beautiful  Gem  1820  N-13 


458  1820  N-13.  Rarity-1.  Large  Date.  .MS-66  RB  (ICG).  Impres- 

sive artwheel  lustre  and  perhaps  half  of  the  mint  color  remains 
agamic  .:cel  brown  surfaces.  A lovely  cent,  in  some  ways  rspical  of 
ti  ' >ften-be.uitiful  1820  N-13s  from  the  Randall  1 loard.  but  speci- 
1 ri'.  with  this  min  h mint  ■ trior  .ire  t|uite  elusive.  Gniy  some  very 
A ■ ; I ..r.n  t m.irks  with  p.irtn  ul.irly  imm.iciil.itc  fieKls.  a single  un- 


obtrusive hairhne  under  ST  ofSTATES.  A worthy  gem  and  an  ideal 
tyTre  coin. 

Of  all  the  dates  included  in  the  Randall  Hoard  (Randall  himself  noted  1817. 
1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1825  cents  when  he  described  the  contents  to  Ed  Cogan  in 
1869),  the  1820s  are  typically  the  most  attractive  for  whatever  reason.  N-13s  from 
the  Hoard  outnumber  N-15s  (like  the  one  in  this  sale)  by  a factor  of  perhaps  25  to 
1.  Type  collectors  often  choose  1820  N-13s  because  of  their  availability  in  nice 
grades  and  the  interesting  die  crack  that  encircles  all  the  stan. 


Frosty  Mint  State  1820  N-15 


459  1820  N-15.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  MS-65  BN  (ICG).  Deep  steel 
and  olive  on  the  especially  frosty  obverse,  attractive  deep  brown  on 
the  lustrous  reverse.  A splash  of  mint  color  is  present  at  Liberty’s 
hairbun,  and  the  overall  color  scheme  makes  for  lovely  eye  appeal. 
No  major  marks  noted,  just  the  microscopic  sort  of  light  scattered 
kegmarks,  some  minor  central  surface  roughness  on  reverse.  This 
color  scheme,  very  different  from  the  Randall  Hoard  N-13s  or  the 
plentiful  1818  N-lOs,  is  more  typical  ofa  Hoard  N-15,  which  is 
often  a bit  darker  and  rarely  shows  much  mint  color.  As  noted  above, 
N-13s  from  the  Hoard  probably  outnumber  N-15s  like  this  one  by 
25  to  1 or  so.  Few  are  as  lovely  as  this.  A specimen  of  the  N-15  in 
high  grade  is  the  easiest  way  to  include  a Mint  State  Small  Date  in  a 
Guide  Book  variety  set. 

460  A baker’s  dozen  of  large  cent  varieties,  including  the  scarce 
1823/2  overdate  and  the  1857  Large  Date:  ☆ 1822  N-3.  Rarity- 
2.  VF-20,  sharpness  of  VF-3(),  lightly  cleaned  decades  ago.  Nice 
light  brown  with  minor  surface  iridescence  ☆ 1823/2  N-2.  Rarity- 
2.  Overdate.  F-12+,  sharpness  ot  VF-20,  scattered  reverse  scratches. 
Appealing  medium  brown  with  smooth  surfaces,  short  old  scratches 
around  wreath  atop  reverse  ☆ 1824/2  N-1.  Rarity-1+.  Overdate. 
F-15,  sharpness  ot  VF-2(),  microscopic  granularity.  Glossy  ebony 
and  medium  brown  with  excellent  eye  appeal  ☆ 1830  N-2.  Rarity- 
2+.  VF-25,  sharpness  of  VF-3(),  shallow  scattered  surface  scale  in 
northeast  obverse.  Glossy  chestnut  brow'ii  and  olive  ☆ 1831  N-7. 
Rarity- 1.  VF-35,  sharpness  ot  AU-55,  extensive  hairlines.  Medium 
olive-brown  ☆ 1836  N-3.  Rarity- 1.  AU-50.  Glossy  honey  brown 
and  olive,  an  attractive  coin  ☆ 1840  N-5.  Rarity-l.  VF-30,  sharp- 
ness of  EF-40,  scattered  tiny  digs.  Dark  chocolate  brown  ☆ 1844 
N-5.  Rarity-1.  VF-35,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  light  obverse  hairhnes. 
Glossy  chocolate  brown  with  lightly  reflective  fields  ☆ 1848  N-9. 
Rarity- 1.  AU-50,  sharpness  of  MS-60,  rim  bump  under  date.  Lus- 
trous olive-brown  with  traces  of  mint  color  in  protected  a'gions  'Sj 
1850  N-4.  Rarity-1.  EF-40.  Glossy  medium  brown  ☆ 1851  N- 
24,32,  Rarity-3-.  VF-30,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned.  Unnatur.il 
orange,  rose,  and  mahogany  ☆ 1855  N-IO.  Rants- 1.  .\U-55.  Dark 
chocolate  brown  with  pleasing  tan  and  deep  violet  highlights  and 
good  eye  appeal  ☆ 18.57  N-l,  Rarity- 1.  large  Date.  .\L'-50  Rich 
chocolate  brown.  (Total;  13  pieces) 
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Sharp  1824/2  Overdate 


461 


1824/2  N-5.  Rarity-1+.  Overdate.  AU-55  BN  (PCGS).  Glossy 
medium  brown  with  superb  detail  on  obverse  and  reverse.  FuU  of  eye 
appeal,  nice  surfaces  on  obverse,  reverse  shows  some  minor  surface 
roughness  in  areas  that  does  not  seriously  impact  eye  appeal,  natural 
planchet  fissure  at  OF,  short  scratch  from  bust  to  star  2.  Unusually  sharp 
for  the  variety  with  only  three  full  Mint  State  pieces  known,  one  of 
which  is  in  the  ANS  Collection.  A popular  and  very  clear  overdate 
whose  characteristics  are  plainly  identifiable  to  the  naked  eye. 


462  A selection  of  large  cents  from  1824  to  1838:  ☆ 1824  N-2.  Rar- 
ity-2. VF-30.  Glossy  medium  brown,  excellent  eye  appeal,  tiny  speck 
of  corrosion  outside  star  2 ☆ 1825  N-3.  Rarity-3.  VF-35,  sharpness 
of  AU-55,  hght  reverse  surface  corrosion.  Mottled  dark  brown  sur- 
faces retain  some  frosty  lustre  and  excellent  eye  appeal,  scattered  shal- 
low raised  corrosion  around  reverse  periphery  and  present  in  obverse 
periphery  to  a lesser  extent,  thin  scratch  from  chin  to  star  2,  a very 
sharp  and  desirable  specimen  of  the  date  and  variety  ☆ 1834  N-3  1/2. 
Rarity-1.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars.  Double  profile.  EF-40+,  sharpness 
of  AU-50,  dig  inside  rim  over  TE  of  UNITED.  Nice  glossy  medium 
brown,  full  of  eye  appeal,  short  scratch  on  cheek,  a lovely  coin  ☆ 1838 
N-11.  Rarity-1.  VF-30,  sharpness  ofVF-35,  scattered  minor  contact 
marks.  Nice  medium  brown.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Lustrous  1824  Cent 


463  1824  N-3.  Rarity-2+.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  cartwheel  lus- 
tre on  even  and  frosty  medium  brown  surfaces.  Excellent  eye  appeal 
for  the  assigned  grade,  a sharp  specimen  with  remarkably  immacu- 
late fields  and  choice,  even  color.  Nicely  struck  and  very  desirable, 
an  excellent  choice  for  a high-grade  date  set  though  too  scarce  as  a 
date  to  include  in  a type  set. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  7 finer  within  designation  (MS-64  BN  tinest).  Two 
pieces  have  been  certified  as  MS-64  RB. 

464  Three  excellent  quality  Matron  Head  cents  dated  1825,  1826, 
and  1828:  ☆ 1825  N-2.  Rarity-2.  EF-4().  Glossy  dark  olive  patina 
with  no  notable  marks.  A lovely  example  of  this  date  it  1826  N-3. 
Rarity-3.  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-5(),  some  specks  of  raised  corro- 
sion on  the  obverse.  Lightly  reflective  chestnut  brown,  excellent 
visual  appeal,  speck  of  corrosion  on  star  9 with  smaller  specks  else- 
where, shallow  patch  of  roughness  atop  reverse,  an  unusually  sharp 
and  attractive  specimen  of  the  variety  it  1828  N-2.  Rarity-2.  EF- 
40.  Nice  deep  tan,  traces  of  removable  lacquer  adhere  but  mostly 


reserved  to  reverse  periphery,  some  minor  surface  dirt,  unusual  qual- 
ity for  this  variety.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


465  1826  Double  Struck.  N-3.  Rarity-3-.  VG-8  (ANACS).  A fas- 

cinating and  very  unusual  large  cent  error,  dozens  of  times  rarer 
than  a simple  off-center  and  certainly  more  eye-catching.  Struck 
once  about  20'hi  off-center  to  7:00  or  so,  then  reinserted  in  the  dies 
and  struck  again  normally  with  about  a 75°  rotation.  A bold  and 
unmistakable  error,  more  visible  on  the  obverse  but  the  arc  outside 
the  denticles  of  the  first  strike  is  still  visible  on  the  reverse.  Medium 
brown,  evenly  worn,  tiny  circulation  marks  commensurate  with  the 
grade,  patches  of  brightness  from  a shallow  abrasion  noted  at  trun- 
cation ofbust  and  right  of  date.  A very  desirable  and  rare  error  in  a 
grade  range  that  should  be  affordable  to  many  collectors. 


Lovely  Mint  State  1826  N-5 


466  1826  N-5.  Rarity-2+.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Exceptional  full  cart- 

wheel lustre  on  both  sides  with  much  remaining  mint  color  on  the 
reverse.  Frosty  and  beautiful,  mottled  golden  brown  on  the  obverse 
with  some  richer  toning  and  highlights  of  mint  color,  reverse  a splen- 
did combination  of  medium  brown  and  mint  red.  Strong  peripheral 
strike  with  all  centers  to  stars,  no  significant  marks,  only  light  scat- 
tered spotting.  An  unusually  nice  specimen  of  this  challenging  date, 
one  not  included  in  the  Randall  Hoard  and  very  elusive  with  this 
much  mint  color. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  in  designation.  A single  piece  has  been  certi- 
fied MS-66  BN.  The  only  other  ICB  coin  is  MS-63. 


467  A quintette  of  pleasing  middle  date  cents  in  VF  and  EF  grades: 

☆ 1826  N-5.  Rarity-2+.  VF-30,  sharpness  of  EF-4(),  area  of  light 
roughness  outside  stars  8 to  10.  Attractive  light  brown,  some  scat- 
tered specks,  rim  break  over  stars  5 to  7,  good  eye  appeal  it  1828  N- 
7.  Rarity-3.  VF-35,  sharpness  of  EF-40.  patch  of  shallow  roughness 
at  NIT  ofUNITED.  Smooth  and  appealing,  mottled  medium  brown 
and  tan,  reverse  dark  brown  at  top  and  pleasing  tan  at  bottom,  a very 
pretty  cent  ☆ 1831  N-6.  Ranty-l.  EF-40.  Glossy  dark  olive-browi 
with  excellent  visual  appeal  ☆ 1835  N-8.  Rarity-l.  EF-45,  sharpness 
of  AU-50,  two  small  patches  of  surface  roughness  on  reverse.  Frosty 
medium  brown  with  a trace  of  lustre,  some  spots  of  darker  toning, 
minor  patches  of  roughness  right  ofUF  and  under  N of  CENT,  good 
eye  appeal  it  1836  N-3.  Rarity-1.  EF-45.  Mottled  medium  and  dark 
brown  with  attractive  glossy  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
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The  Finest  1828  Small  Date  Cent 

CC#1,  Ex.  Naftzger 


(2x  photo) 

468  1828  N-10.  Rarity-l.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  The 

hnest  known  specimen  ot  the  variety.  Beautifully  mottled  medium 
brown  with  bright  mint  color,  the  mint  red  dominating  the  right 
side  ot  the  obverse  and  lively  across  the  reverse.  E.xcellent  cartwheel 
lustre,  underlying  autumnal  highlights  of  gold  and  orange,  an  ex- 
(.luisite  cent  that  is  both  the  finest  in  the  Noyes  census  (and  the  plate 
com  for  the  variety  in  his  book)  and  the  finest  certified  Small  Date 
by  I'CGS.  This  piece  is  included  in  the  Condition  Census  as  an 
MS-6.S,  and  it  is  well  deserving  of  the  gem  designation  in  the  “EAC” 
style  by  virtue  of  its  splendid  color.  Some  subtle  splashes  of  dark 
toning  above  NE  and  elsewhere  on  the  reverse,  marvelous  visual 
appeal  throughout,  a spot  over  each  of  the  lowest  two  hair  curls  and 
those  darker  splashes  identifying  this  specimen  as  the  Noyes  plate 
coin.  For  major  variety  collectors,  the  Newcomb- 10  is  a must-have, 
the  only  Small  Date  obverse  among  the  1828s.  A stellar  quality  cent 
of  great  importance. 

P(  X'lS  PopiiLmon:  1 ; none  finer.  Only  one  other  MS-64  Small  Date  has  been 
certified  (see  next  lot).  Furthermore,  it  is  tied  with  only  two  other  specimens  as 
the  finest  "RH”  lh2h  cent  of  any  variety,  despite  the  fact  that  the  other  11  die 
■-.irieties  of  this  date  are  all  "Large  Date”  varieties  and  some  are  far  more  common 
in  Mint  State  than  the  Newcomb-l(l.  Only  four  total  PCCiS-certified  lh2h  cents 
bj'-c  RB  surfaces 

f rom  f/ic  R . /;.  "Ted " Wiftzt^-r  Collection.  Soyes photo  21198.  Plated 
•n  ITdliain  Viiyc.v’  United  States  Large  Cents  1816-1830. 


The  Next  Best  1828  Small  Date 

CC#2,  Ex  Oechsner 


(2x  photo) 


469  1828  N-10.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An 

unusual  opportunity  to  pick  from  the  top  two  specimens  of  a vari- 
ety in  the  .same  auction!  Frosty  steel  brown  with  golden  undertones 
and  olive  highlights  around  devices.  Examination  of  the  full  cart- 
wheel lustre  reveals  some  faded  mint  color  remaining  in  the  fields, 
bold  strike,  and  immaculate  surfaces.  A single  nick  right  of  the  re- 
verse center  dot  identifies  this  cent.  E.xcellent  visual  appeal-defi- 
nitely  a close  competitor  w'ith  the  preceding  lot  in  overall  quality. 
Noyes,  for  his  part,  ranks  both  specimens  as  tied  for  CC#1  at  the 
MS-65  grade,  proof  that  “EAC”  style  grading  is  not  always  more 
conservative  than  market  grading.  The  evenness  of  color  and  sur- 
face quality  of  this  coin  make  it  a standout,  and  it  is  especially  desir- 
able for  major  variety  collectors  who  seek  a specimen  of  the  “small 
wide  date”  type.  With  its  long  and  storied  pedigree,  this  remarkable 
example  is  a potential  star  in  any  large  cent  cabinet. 

I’CGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer.  A single  specimen  has  been  certified  MS-64 
RB  (see  previous  lot!).  These  arc  the  only  two  “Small  Wide  Date"  e.xamplcs  certi- 
fied in  any  grades. 

When  described  in  the  198S  tX-chsner  sale,  this  coin  was  called  "a  choice 
c.xample,  hilly  frosty  svath  faded  mint  color  and  pale  olive  iridescence.  An  excep- 
tional specimen." 

horn  .4/)f  Kosoffs  1944  price  list  of  the  Oscar  Pearl  Collection,  Ln 
d08;  .-l/if  Kosolfs  sale  oj  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection  ;,\attC(<erdnf<h- 
cates  after  the  purchase  of  the  Clarke  Collection  intactl,  .ipnl  l..y 
226;  Stack 's  sale  of  the  I lerliert  .\t.  ( h'chsner  Collation,  .'cq'tenihei 
C't  I l.k  I he  ( lechsner  lot  ticket  acconi/<,inie>  this  lot 
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A Pattern  For  a New  Process 
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The  Mackenzie-Eliasberg  1829  Bronzed  Proof 

Perhaps  Ten  Known 


470  1829  N-6.  Rarity-7-  as  a Proof.  Bronzed.  Proof-66  BN 

(NGC).  An  e.xtremdy  rare  coin  whose  historic  importance  reaches 
far  beyond  the  simple  confines  oflarge  cent  collecting  or  early  Proof 
type.  Deep  ruddy  mahogany  with  some  lustrous  traces  of  gold  and 
mint  color  on  lightly  refiective  surfaces,  the  reverse  is  a slightly  deeper 
maroon  shade  than  the  lightly  bronzed  obverse.  Both  sides  show 
subtle  mottling  created  by  unevenly  coating  the  cent  in  bronzing 
powder,  the  depth  of  the  reverse  color  perhaps  caused  by  a heavier 
coat  of  powder  or  longer  exposure  to  heat  than  the  obverse.  Clearly 
double  struck,  with  each  strike  distinguishable  under  careful  study 
and  most  plain  around  reverse  legends  and  denticles,  upper  stars  re- 
main flat  at  centers,  tiny  raised  speck  under  ribbon  on  reverse,  two 
short  lint  marks  under  Liberty’s  chin,  plate  easily  matched  to  that  of 
the  Eliasberg  sale  through  coloring  patterns.  An  exceptionally  beau- 
tiful coin,  the  finest  certified,  easily  among  the  best  of  the  dozen  or 
so  specimens  in  existence  (Breen  enumerated  7).  One  specimen  is 
permanently  impounded  in  the  National  Numismatic  Collection 
at  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  we  have  seen  that  one  and  prefer  the 
present  coin. 

The  present  com  and  its  1829  Bronzed  Proof  brethren  represent 
an  important  first  in  American  numismatic  history,  one  whose  re- 
percussions would  affect  the  Mint  s business  and  coin  collecting 
throughout  the  19th  century.  According  to  Bob  Julian  {Mcd.ils  of  the 
Unilcd States Mim],  “On  April  2,  182.S,  Matthew  R.  Boulton  ofSoho, 
England  sent  1 )irector  Samuel  Moore  directions  for  the  bronzing  ot 
medals  as  was  practiced  in  England.”  Moore  had  written  to  Mat- 


thew Robinson  Boulton,  the  elder  Boulton’s  son,  in  February  182,S 
asking  for  help  with  “the  process  by  which  the  covering  or  finish 
called  bronzing,  or  browning,  is  prepared  and  applied  to  Medals.’ 
That  initial  interest  in  learning  the  process  of  bronzing  to  imbue  a 
special  and  attractive  finish  to  pieces  made  to  be  produced  for  pre- 
sentation or  sale  to  collectors  bore  fruit  first  in  1829,  when  a small 
number  of  cents  (all  Newcomb-6s  apparently)  were  made  into  the 
Mint’s  first  “bronzed  proofs.”  The  Mint,  still  in  the  building  used 
since  its  infancy  in  1792,  was  apparently  pleased  with  the  results  as 
seen  on  the  present  lot— a deep  and  even  mahogany  to  deep  brown 
tone  which  retained  some  Proof  surfaces.  Bronzed  cents  were  cre- 
ated again  in  1834— a single  unusu,il  1834  Newcomb-7  is  a badly- 
made  Bronzed  Proof  with  some  buildup  of  bronzing  powder  re- 
maining from  a far  less  successful  attempt  at  this  process  than  exhib- 
ited by  this  coin.  Later  in  the  century,  bronzing  was  the  standard 
finishing  treatment  for  such  items  as  medals  and  patterns.  The  pro- 
cess was  used  extensively  on  SIO  eagle  patterns  in  copper  from  the 
1860s  and  notably  on  a unique  trade  dollar  pattern  (|-1469)  that  we 
offered  in  our  last  sale  (see  The  Classics  Sale  of  September  2003.  Lot 
81  for  more  commentary  on  bronzing).  As  the  Mint  became  more 
practiced  at  bronzing,  the  finish  became  deeper  and  more  regular, 
though  each  was  created  through  a difficult  process  (for  details  on 
which,  see  below)  that  inevitably  created  different  results  tor  each 
iteration.  By  the  1890s,  the  Mint  owned  “a  bronzing  furnace,  three 
stone  bronzing  pots,  two  boxes  for  bronzing,  and  twelve  bronzing 
brushes,”  according  to  Julian,  an  operation  that  bespeaks  an  indus- 
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trial  production  rather  than  painstaking  craftsmanship  by  the  new 
marketingjuggernaiit  that  was  the  late  19th-century  Mint. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer.  NGC  has  certified  1829  Proof  cents  si.\  times 
but  It  IS  impossible  to  know  if  this  represents  six  separate  specimens.  PCGS  has 
certified  a total  of  four  1829  Proofs,  the  finest  a Proof-65  BN;  one  that  was  not 
described  as  bronzed  probably  received  a very  light  bronzed  finish  but  was  al- 
most certainly  so  treated.  Again,  there  is  a strong  probability  of  duplication  among 
these  listings. 

The  bronzing  process  was  accomplished  after  a coin  was  struck,  not  before  or 
during  as  often  reported.  Even  Breen  confessed  “1  do  not  have  complete  informa- 
tion on  chemistry  or  use  ot  bronzing  powder,”  though  he  recognized  it  was  ap- 
plied to  “otherwise  tmished  coins"  and  noted  the  ability  of  a bronzed  Proof  to 
avoid  developing  “ugly  spots,  stains,  tarnish,  or  other  damage  to  which  brilliant 
proofs  were  and  still  are  so  vulnerable.”  An  interview  by  Dick  Johnson  with  a 
medahst  named  William  Neithercott,  published  in  Bob  Julian's  Medals  of  the  Vnited 
Stales  Mint  provided  the  best  description  of  the  process  we  have  encountered: 

“It  was  quite  an  operation.  The  medal  was  put  in  an  oven  and  heated,  not  to  a 
cherry-red  glow,  but  heated,  picked  out  with  a pair  of  tongs  and  dropped  into 
pure-strength  cottonseed  oil.  It  was  then  picked  out  of  the  oil  and  dropped  into 


red  lead,  emerging  like  a cookie  with  the  red  lead  clinging  to  it.  Then  it  was  placed 
on  a wire  screen,  each  one  placed  the  same  way  straight  up  or  straight  down,  then 
put  111  an  oven  with  a timer  where  it  remained  a certain  length  of  time  and  was 
taken  out.  Many  times,  when  they  weren't  cleaned  properly,  they  would  show  up 
with  little  white  spots  and  would  have  to  be  done  over  again.  If  it  was  done  prop- 
erly the  second  time,  all  well  and  good,  but  if  not  it  had  to  be  scrapped.” 

A provenance  almost  as  old  as  large  cent  collecting  itself:  From  Ed  Cogan ’s 
sale  of  the  Mortimer  Mackenzie  Collection,  June  1869,  Lot  675.  The 
Mackenzie  catalogue,  featuring  the  collection  of  a pioneering  American  nu- 
mismatist oj  long  standing,  included  the  first  ever  photographic  plates  in  an 
American  sale  catalogue  and  the  high-grade  1793  Chain  cent  included  in  our 
first  sale.  According  to  the  Clapp  notebook,  the  cent  was  next  included  in  the 
collection  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  though  not  in  the  1886  FI.P.  Smith  sale  of 
his  collection;  Samuel  El.  and  Henry  Chapman 's  sale  of  the  Richard  Winsor 
Collection,  December  1895,  Ut  931;  to  the  collection  of  John  H.  Clapp, 
sold  intact  in  1942  to  Louis  Eliasberg;  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.’s  sale  of  the  DntisE.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  567. 


471  1830  N-4.  Rarity-2.  Large  Letters.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Rich 

deep  chocolate  brown,  a particularly  lovely  shade,  with  traces  of  gold 
faded  from  mint  color  at  the  reverse  periphery.  A very  attractive 
coin,  only  light  scattered  contact  marks,  a bit  of  soft  residue  clinging 
to  lettering  and  devices  could  probably  be  easily  removed.  Light  crack 
through  stars  is  heaviest  at  the  bottom  of  the  obverse.  A very  nice 
high-grade  example  of  the  date. 


472  1831  N-7.  Rarity-1.  Large  Letters.  MS-63  BN  (ICG).  Frosty 

and  attractive  medium  brown  with  lively  cartwheel  lustre.  Some 
splashes  ol  gold  and  mint  color  remain,  nicely  struck  for  the  issue,  a 
very  nice  example  ot  the  date.  A single  thin  abrasion  is  noted  low  on 
Liberty’s  jaw,  but  the  coin  is  free  from  heavy  marks  and  spotting.  A 
desirable  cent,  far  scarcer  as  a date  than  those  of  this  type  from  the 
Randall  I loard  and  usually  encountered  in  unattractive  low-end 
•Mint  State  grades  when  encountered  in  such  high  grades  at  all. 


Unique  1833  Cent  over  British  l/2d 


(2x  photo) 


473  1833  N-1.  Unique  as  an  overstrike.  Struck  on  an  1806  British 

halfpenny.  VF  details  (NCS).  139.2  grains.  28.4  mm  at  unrolled 
portion.  C'lne  of  the  most  fascinating  large  cents  we  have  ever  en- 
countered and  a personal  favtirite  since  we  first  examined  this  piece 
over  a decade  .igo.  Choice  chocolate  brown  with  smcKith  surtiiccs, 
gentle  wear,  excellent  eye  appeal.  Boldiv  overstriu  k on  an  lSit<>  Brit- 
ish halfpenny,  with  George  Ill’s  profile  standing  out  Isoldh  at  cen- 
tral reverse  with  the  ISOfidate  clear  at  L'N  ofUNI  1 1 P Lire  seated 
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figure  Britannia  is  also  bold  at  central  obverse,  edge  engrailing  still 
plain  in  areas.  Submitted  to  a rolling  mill  at  some  point,  which 
squeezed  the  area  from  11:00  to  3:00  on  the  obverse  evenly  from 
each  side,  ostensibly  as  a cancellation  attempt  at  the  Mint.  Rolling 
mills  were  an  expensive  and  unusual  piece  of  technology  that  were 
not  widely  available  in  this  period  of  the  19th  century,  though  the 
Mint  had  several  sets  of  mills  in  the  1830s. 

Large  cents  are  the  most  avidly  studied  of  all  American  series, 
the  subject  of  intense  research  since  the  days  when  they  could  still 
be  found  in  circulation.  In  that  time,  precisely  two  large  cents  have 
been  identified  as  being  struck  over  foreign  coins-both  of  which  are 
offered  in  this  sale!  There  are  three  large  cents  known  struck  over 
Talbot,  Allum,  and  Lee  tokens,  struck  after  the  Mint  purchased  thou- 
sands of  these  tokens  for  use  as  half  cent  planchets.  Both  known 
specimens  of  1795  NC-2  are  stuck  on  TAL  tokens,  as  is  a unique 
Sheldon-75  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  collection.  A few  1798 
cents  are  known  to  be  struck  on  planchets  intended  for  British  mer- 
chant tokens  and  showing  some  evidence  of  their  lettered  edge  de- 
vice, but  none  have  been  identified  as  overstruck.  This  example, 
undoubtedly  a purposely  struck  piece  de  caprice,  is  an  exceptional 
and  extremely  rare  double  denomination  that  makes  the  boldest 
possible  visual  statement-a  head  of  George  III  surrounded  by  the 
legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  Just  about  every  kind 
of  striking  error  known  to  occur  on  large  cents,  from  multiple  strikes 
to  brockages,  is  downright  common  compared  to  the  rarity  of  an 
overstruck  large  cent.  As  this  cataloguer  noted  in  2001,  “few  large 
cent  errors  can  compare  to  this  coin  for  its  amazing  visual  effect  or 
its  absolute  rarity.”  We  are  no  less  excited  by  this  amazing  cent  to- 
day than  when  it  first  passed  under  our  loupe,  and  we  can  only  imag- 
ine this  coin  wiU  excite  others  in  a similar  manner. 

Please  see  Lot  477  for  the  only  other  known  large  cent  struck  atop  a foreign  coin,  a 
newly  discovered  1838  N-10  struck  on  a George  II  halfpenny. 

Richard  Auj^ust  to  John  Kraljevkh  in  January  1993;  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  sale  oj January  2001,  Lot  44;  to  our  present  consignor. 

474  A foursome  of  Mint  State  large  cents  dated  1834,  1847,  1853, 

and  1856:  ☆ 1834  N-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-60.  Frosty  lustrous  tan  with 
excellent  eye  appeal,  tiny  spot  above  star  3,  boldly  struck  and  very 
desirable  ☆ 1847  N-38,16.  Rarity-1.  MS-63.  Satiny  lustre  on  choco- 
late brown  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  mostly  bright  with 
mint  color  while  the  obverse  shows  highlights  of  pleasing  mint  red. 
No  serious  marks,  tiny  spot  outside  star  1,  a cent  of  remarkable  ejuahty 
☆ 1853  N-25.  Rarity-1.  MS-60.  Even  dark  olive  on  the  obverse, 
olive-brown  on  the  reverse  with  deep  orange  faded  from  mint  color 
at  the  periphery.  Nice  satiny  lustre  and  good  eye  appeal  ☆ 1 856  N- 
13.  Rarity-1.  MS-60.  Frosty  medium  olive-brown  with  exceptional 
lustre.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Extremely  Rare  Proof  1837  Large  Cent 

Three  or  Four  Known 


(2x  photo) 

475  1837  N-3.  Rarity-7+  as  a Proof.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Let- 

ters. Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A coin  which  is  as  rare  as  it  is  beauti- 
ful, a marvelous  Proof  specimen.  Deep  mahogany  with  plentiful 
faded  mint  color  and  lovely  highlights  of  olive-gold,  violet,  and  pale 
blue.  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective,  clearly  double  struck  with  the 
strikes  differentiable  at  the  stars  and  denticles,  struck  to  the  hill  ad- 
vantage of  the  dies  with  impeccably  crisp  details  and  full  centers  to 
each  star.  While  some  early  Proofs  may  require  thought  and  study 
to  determine  the  intent  of  the  coiner,  this  requires  nothing  more 
than  a novice’s  glance-it  is  as  bold,  reflective,  and  eye-catching  as 
any  Proof  com  struck  today.  Identifying  marks  are  dillicult  to  locate 
even  under  heavy  magnification,  hut  we  mention  a tiny  abrasion 
under  star  3 and  a curved  lintmark  inside  star  11  tor  the  benefit  of 
future  researchers.  The  eye  appeal  and  surface  quality  are  essentially 
of  gem  quality'.  The  near-perfection  ot  this  well-made  Proof  is  fur- 
ther attested  to  by  its  inclusion  in  the  Beckwith  Collection,  formed 
by  Dr.  Henry  Beckwith,  whose  collection  is  described  by  John  W. 
Adams  as  “the  finest  collection  of  high  condition  cents  ot  all  time. 
Beckwith  did  not  include  anything  except  top-notch  coins  in  his 
collection. 

Proofs  of  this  vint.ige  are  extremely  rare  by  definition- 1821  is 
perhaps  the  most  common  with  15  or  so  known,  wliile  those  ot  the 
late  1830s  usually  h.ivc  populations  numbering  in  the  single  digits. 
There  appear  to  be  three  specimens  ot  the  1837  Newcomb-3  known 
in  Proof,  perhaps  four: 

1.  The  Naftzger  coin,  ex.  Hmes-Sheldon-C  .larke 
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2.  This  coin,  ex.  Benient-Beckwith-Morgan 

3.  The  Starr  coin 

4.  Another  may  exist 

While  all  of  these  are  pretty  nice,  this  coin  is  ranked  by  Denis 
Loring  as  behind  only  the  Hines-Sheldon  coin  that  Breen  chose  to 
use  as  the  plate  coin  in  his  Broof  Eiicyclopedia.  If  anything,  these  ex- 
tremely rare  Proofs  are  undervalued  in  the  marketplace  because  they 
are  niisunderstocKl-generations  of  dealers  have  used  the  term  “Proof’ 
so  Hippantly  in  describing  large  cents  that  true  Proofs  like  this  have 
had  their  importance  eroded.  This  historic  and  beautiful  coin  de- 
serves an  appreciative  home  and  a premium  bid  to  take  it  there. 

PtX'iS  Population:  1 ; none  finer.  This  is  the  only  Proof  1837  lariJe  cent  graded 
by  PCClS. 

From  FFetiry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Clarence  Bcnient  Collection,  May 
1916,  Lot  376;  S.FF.  Chapman’s  sale  oj  the  Dr.  Henry  Beckwith  Collec- 
tion, April  1923,  Let  88;  Henry  Chapman;  J.C.  Morganthau  and  Co.  's 
sale  oJ  the  IVilliam  Festiis  Morgan  Collection,  June  1932,  Dot  282;  B. 
Ma.\  Meld;  Abe  Kosoffs  sale  oj  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection,  April  1956, 
D>t  218  fdeaccessioned  as  a Najtzger  duplicate); Jerry  Bobhe;  priuate  collec- 
tions to  our  present  consignor. 

Superb  Mint  State  1837  Newcomb-5 

Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters 


476  1837  N-5.  Rarity-2,  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  MS-65 

BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  variety, 
adjudged  .second  finest  known  m the  Noyes  census.  Full  satiny  lus- 
tre on  medium  brown  surfaces  rich  with  mint  color  and  exhibiting 
subtle  steel  overtones.  The  mint  color  is  bright  and  especially  strong 
at  the  peripheries  ofboth  sides.  Superb  eye  appeal  even  for  this  lofty 
grade  level,  flat  strike  at  top  of  wreath  and  bottom  curl  of  Liberty’s 
hair  as  seen  on  other  specimens  of  this  variety',  immaculate  surfaces 
with  only  a tiny  spot  off  Liberty’s  lips  and  an  inconsequential  dull 
nick  under  E of  CENT  to  serve  as  identifiers.  An  important 
Newcomb  variety,  the  only  die  p.iir  that  combines  a Plain  Hair  Cords 
obverse  with  a Small  Letters  reverse,  a variety  given  the  highest  Mint 
State  value  of  all  the  varieties  listed  for  this  year  m the  Guide  Book. 
The  Noyes  listing  lists  only  three  specimens  as  “choice  Mint  State 
ex.imples’’-this  piece  is  listed  behind  only  a coin  in  the  Naftzger 
collection  and  ahead  of  the  Halpern  coin.  A “Red  Book”  variety 
collection  would  be  notably  improved  with  the  addition  of  this  beau- 
tiful Condition  Census  cent. 

PCXiS  Population:  2;  none  finer  for  the  Small  Letters  variety.  Aside  from  this 
variety.  Newcomh-5,  there  are  tour  other  Small  Letters  varieties— Newcomb  9 
though  12  Whether  the  other  MS-65  BN  coin  is  a Plain  Hair  Cords  or  Beaded 
Hair  Cords  obverse  cannot  be  discerned  from  the  population  data. 

Fn'm  Kagin 's  sale  oJ  the  Philip  Van  Cleaue  Collection,  February  1986, 
La>f  .0537  F.arhrr  in  the  collection  of  Chris  Petersen.  \’oyes  photo  20778. 
I'h-  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Unique  1838  Cent  Struck  on  1731  George  II  l/2d 


A New  Discovery  ! 


{2x  plioto) 

477  1838  N-10.  Unique  as  an  overstrike.  Overstruck  on  a 1731 

George  II  halfpenny.  VF-20  (PCGS).  A marvelous  com,  one  of 
the  neatest  large  cents  we  have  ever  seen.  Although  this  cent  has  no 
date,  the  details  of  the  Liberty  design  punch  (with  beaded  hair  cords) 
and  the  positions  of  the  leaves  to  lettering  in  the  reverse  legend  al- 
low for  positive  attribution.  A spectacular  error,  struck  upon  a well- 
worn  1731  George  11  British  halfpenny  rather  than  a virgin  copper 
planchet.  Nearly  all  of  the  King’s  visage  is  plain  at  central  obverse, 
along  with  complete  peripheral  obverse  legends  except  for  the  first 
few  letters  of  GEORGIVS.  Only  a portion  of  the  reverse  lettering 
persists,  with  enough  of  the  date  that  it  is  determinable  among  the 
possible  dates  of  the  Young  Head  halfpenny  type.  The  surfaces  show 
scattered  roughness,  strongest  at  peripheries,  with  some  minor  cor- 
rosion on  the  reverse.  A few  dull  nicks  and  old  scratches  are  .ilso 
noted  outside  the  reverse  wreath. 

As  noted  in  the  description  of  Lot  473,  large  cents  struck  on 
other  coins  (also  known  as  double  denominations)  are  extremely 
rare,  indeed,  only  two  are  known-this  piece  and  Lot  473!  The 
undertype  of  this  coin,  a century  old  when  it  unwittingly  became  a 
large  cent  planchet,  could  have  been  circulating  in  1838  and  may 
have  erroneously  become  mixed  into  a batch  of  normal  cent 
planchets.  This  type  of  error  surpasses  nearly  every  other  striking 
error  possible  on  a large  cent  in  terms  of  rarity.  We  are  pleased  to  lx- 
the  first  to  describe  this  exciting  piece  for  the  benefit  of  large  cent 
and  error  enthusiasts. 

1’lc.isc  sec  Lot  473  tor  the  only  tV/irr  hioiiv  Litgr  init  anni'  My'  .t  c ■ ■ ■> 

1833  N-l  on  JM  18181  (Icorgc  III  lullix'tmv 
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478  Four  high-grade  large  cents,  all  grading  AU-55  to  MS-60.  ☆ 

1838  N-12.  Rarity-2.  AU-55,  sharpness  ofMS-6(),  a few  fine  hair- 
line scratches  present  on  either  side  of  the  wreath  under  ME  of 
AMERICA.  Impressive  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides,  warm  me- 
dium brown  with  traces  of  deep  faded  mint  color,  gem  quality  eye 
appeal,  a really  superb  coin  in  spite  of  the  little  hairlines  ☆ 1845  N- 
10.  Rariry-3-,  AU-55.  Medium  brown,  more  olive  on  the  reverse, 
much  remaining  lustre  ☆ 1852  N-10.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Frosty 
medium  brown  and  olive,  excellent  eye  appeal  and  nearly  full  lustre, 
a few  little  obverse  spots  ☆ 1855  N-4.  Rarity-l.  MS-60.  Fully  lus- 
trous, the  obverse  medium  brown  with  nearly  half  red,  the  reverse  a 
lovely  olive  tone  with  some  soft  verdigris  trapped  in  denticles,  a 
very  sharp  specimen.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1839  Newcomb-5 

CDS’s  “Super  Booby  Head” 


(2x  photo) 


479  1839  N-5.  Rarity-2.  Booby  Head.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Im- 

peccable cartwheel  lustre  on  frosty  steel  brown  surfaces  barely  faded 
from  mint  color.  Some  traces  of  red  remain  and  intermingle  with 
olive  highlights  around  devices  and  legends.  The  immaculate  sur- 
faces of  this  coin  set  it  apart-indeed  we  believe  the  certified  grade  to 
be  conservative— and  the  bold  strike  and  eye  appeal  place  it  soundly 
among  the  very  finest  known  of  the  variety.  A tiny  spot  is  noted 
inside  star  4,  two  more  identify  the  reverse  at  center,  only  a dull  nick 
behind  the  bun  appears  under  a magnified  tour  around  both  sides. 
This  well-pedigreed  specimen  is  noted  as  second  finest  in  the  Noyes 
census;  it  was  acquired  by  noted  large  cent  collector  C.  Douglas 
Smith  in  1972  and  Labeled  “Super  Booby  Head  cent”  on  his  type- 


written envelope  which  accompanies  this  lot.  An  important  coin 
for  a specialist  and  one  of  the  nicest  examples  around  of  this  famous 
variety. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer  within  color  designation.  Five  “liooby  Head'* 
coins  have  been  graded  MS-65  R13  by  PCGS  (though  we  have  seen  coins  labeled 
as  “Booby  Head"  which  were  anything  but).  Among  the  MS-65  BN  specimens, 
we  doubt  any  surpass  this  one. 

Acquired  in  May  1 972 from  a Joe  Flynn  price  list  by Jerry  A . Bohbc,  the 
large  cent  collector  called  “the  Mad  Monarch  ” by  Dong  Smith.  Traded  to  C. 
Douglas  Smith  “in  a trade  inwh'ing  the  REN  sale  [Mint  State-SOj  S- 
205”  in  1973  by  Bobbe,  then  sold  to  R.E.  "Ted"  Naftzger.  Sold  in  the 
1 990  EAC  Sale  consignment  of  Naftzger  duplicates  as  Dn  257.  The  origi- 
nal lot  ticket  and  typewritten  C.  Douglas  Smith  envelope  accompany  this  lot. 
Noyes  photo  20802. 

Gem  1839  Booby  Head  Cent 


480  1839  N-11.  Rarity-1.  Booby  Head.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lively 
orange-brown,  the  central  reverse  an  attractive  olive  shade,  with  bold 
cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A very  attractive  cent  with  much 
faded  mint  color,  no  serious  marks,  obverse  showing  flowlines  as  a 
result  of  its  die  state,  the  reverse  crisp  and  very  attractive.  An  ideal 
high-grade  example  of  this  popular  major  variety. 

481  A nearly  complete  date  run  of  late  date  large  cents  in  circu- 

lated grades:  ☆ 1840  N-1.  Rarity-2.  EF-40,  sharpness  ot  EF-45, 
spot  removed  at  star  12.  Glossy  deep  tan  ☆ 1841  N-5.  Rarity-3-. 
(2).  EF-45,  glossy  honey  brown,  spot  over  E in  AMERICA  and  F- 
12,  sharpness  of  EF-20,  cleaned.  Very  faint  cracks,  early  die  state  ☆ 
1842  N-6.  Rarity-1.  VF-25,  sharpness  of  EF-40,  cleaned  and 
retonmg.  Mostly  natural  medium  brown  with  some  splashes  ot  rose 
☆ 1843  N-10.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Glossy  woodgrained  deep  tan,  frosty 
and  boasting  excellent  eye  appeal  ☆ 1844  N-1.  Rarity-1.  EF-40, 
sharpness  ofEF-45,  hairlines  on  Liberty’s  neck.  Glossy  mottled  near 
ebony,  Grellman  state  c ☆ 1845  N-1 1.  Rarity-3+.  VF-30,  sharpness 
ofEF-45,  microscopic  granularity'.  Dark  chocolate  brown  ☆ 1846 
N-4.  Rarity-1.  EF-40.  Pleasing  medium  brown  ☆ 1847  N-38.  Rar- 
ity-1.  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  raised  specks  in  northwest  ob- 
verse, Glossy  and  attractive  honey  brown,  early  die  state  ☆ 1849  N- 
20.  Rarity-1.  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  area  of  scattered  inborn 
roughness  left  of  stars  11  and  12.  Glossy  and  lovely  olive-brown  ☆ 
1850  N-4.  Rarity-l.  VF-30,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  and 
retoning  with  some  areas  ofbrightness  but  mostly  natural  in  appear- 
ance ☆ 1851  N-7.  Rarity'-l.  EF-45.  Nice  deep  tan  ☆ 1852  N-13. 
Rarity- 1 , MS-60.  Lustrous  deep  olive  and  tan,  late  die  state  ☆ 1853 
N-1 5.  Rarity'-2.  AU-50.  Lustrous  golden  brown,  natural  Han  Haw 
at  base  of  reverse  1854  N-4.  Rariry-2.  EF-40,  sharpness  ot  AU- 

50,  some  verdigris  and  minor  roughness  on  reverse.  Mottled  me- 
dium brown,  gold,  and  mahogany  ☆ 1855  N-10.  Rarity'-l.  AU-55. 
Glossy  olive-brown,  scrape  in  right  obverse  field,  early  die  state  ☆ 
1856  N-ll.  Rarity-l.  VF-35,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  recolored  dark 
brown.  Late  die  state  di  1857  N-1.  Rarity'-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45. 
Glossy  and  attractive  medium  brown.  (Total:  18  pieces) 
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482  1843  N-12.  Rarity-2.  Small  Letters.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Frosty 

steel  brown  with  abundant  mint  color  around  peripheries  and  cen- 
tral devices,  especially  strong  lustre.  An  e.xceptional  Fetite  Head  type 
coin  with  excellent  color  and  surfaces.  The  fields  are  nearly  im- 
maculate with  only  an  occasional  tiny  contact  mark.  A challenger  to 
the  Condition  Census  of  the  variety,  a beautiful  cent  on  all  fronts. 


485  1848  N-11.  Rarity-5.  AU-50.  Sharpness  of  AU-55,  minor  verdi- 

gris trapped  in  reverse  intricacies.  Glossy  medium  brown,  scattered 
dull  nicks,  tiny  rim  tick  over  star  5.  A rare  die  state,  Grellmaii  state 
c,  wth  rim  cud  over  ES  of  STATES.  A superb  specimen  of  this  rare 
rim  cud. 


Rare  1847/7  Large  Cent 

Third  Finest  Known 


483  1847/7  N-18.  Rarity-5.  7 Over  Small  7.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 

Eully  lustrous  deep  steel  brown  with  some  golden  highlights.  Erosty 
and  beautiful,  well  struck,  some  hints  of  mint  color  in  protected 
parts  ot  the  reverse.  Only  a few  tiny  nicks  keep  this  from  a higher 
grade,  including  a dull  nick  behind  Liberty’s  bun  and  one  halfvvay 
down  Liberty’s  neck.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  undoubt- 
edly as  nice  or  nicer  than  others  certified  at  this  grade.  The  CQR 
Condition  Census,  with  the  more  stringent  grading  standards  used 
by  EAC  members,  considers  this  piece  third  finest  known  and  one 
of  only  three  full  Mint  State  specimens  in  existence.  Though  the 
Guide  Book  offers  a price  in  Mint  State-60,  the  carefully  assembled 
CQR  price  guide  lists  no  price  above  AU-5()-a  telling  comment  on 
the  rarity  of  high-grade  specimens  of  this  well-known  “naked  eye” 
variety.  Indeed,  the  “Red  Book”  coin  is  rather  worn,  and  the  Large 
7 over  7 has  always  been  an  avidly-sought  variety  even  in  well-cir- 
culated grades.  Few  late  date  varieties  can  be  considered  easy  to  iden- 
tifi’.  but  on  this  one  the  7 in  the  date  is  clearly  punched  over  another 
7 produced  with  a smaller  punch  used  initially  by  mistake.  The  ap- 
pearance of  such  a nice  specimen  in  the  auction  marketplace  is  an 
important  opportunity  for  collectors. 

P(  X IS  I’opul.ition:  5;  I finer  (MS-64  BN).  A more  telling  statistic  is  the  place- 
ment of  this  coin  on  the  CQR,'(!rellman  Condition  Census-CC#3. 

/•'mm  Bouvrs  oiid  Ruddy’s  1978  .d.V.d  sale  of  the  Robert  Braniyan 
Ustate,  .din’ii.sr  1978,  Lot  145.  The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

484  Fair  of  large  cents  grading  MS-64  BN;  ☆ 1848  N-21.  Rarity-4. 
,F(  GS).  Frosty  golden  brown  with  strong  lustre  ☆ 1849N-17.  Rar- 
ity-4.  (NGti).  Dusky  honey  brown.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Condition  Census  1848  N-21 

Late  Die  State 


486  1848  N-21.  Rarity-4-.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Nice  cartwheel  lus- 

tre on  medium  brown  surfaces,  with  highlights  of  mint  color  and 
frosty  blue  on  the  obverse.  An  attractive  specimen  and  a Condition 
Census  specimen  of  this  scarce  variety,  tied  for  third  finest  known 
with  a few  others.  A dark  toning  area  on  the  bottom  of  E in  ONE 
identities  this  specimen,  no  serious  marks.  Very  late  die  state,  the 
reverse  muddied  and  heavily  crumbled  in  spectacular  fashion.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  variety. 


Choice  Mint  State  1849  N-17  Cent 

Generous  Mint  Red 


487  1849  N-17.  Rarity-4.  MS-63.  E.xcellent  lustre,  cartsvheeling  on 

the  obverse  and  satiny  on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  is  medium  brown 
with  35%  or  so  mint  color  remaining,  the  reverse  is  splendid  chociv 
late  brown  with  just  a few  hints  of  mint  color  in  protected  areas. 
few  minor  contact  points,  dull  nick  on  Liberty’s  cheekbone,  e.xcep- 
tional eye  appeal.  This  coin  is  most  notable  for  its  color-for  what- 
ever reason  1849  cents  rarely  show  up  with  much  mint  color,  m 
sharp  contrast  to  other  dares  in  the  late  184fis  and  earlv  1850s.  and 
the  date  is  generally  rather  challenging  m nice  Mint  State.  This  ex- 
ample is  tied  tor  finest  known  of  this  scarce  variets'. 
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Full  Red  1852  Cent 


488  1852  N-8.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RD  (ICG).  Impressive  full  mint  color, 

barely  faded  at  the  rims  on  the  reverse  but  otherwise  an  exception- 
ally bright  orange-red.  Full  cartwheel  lustre,  a few  microscopic  fly- 
specks  but  fewer  than  often  seen  on  high-grade  specimens  of  this 
variety,  a spot  right  of  star  7 and  a little  smudge  under  the  right 
ribbon  end  noted  for  identification.  An  ideal  type  coin,  late  die  state 
with  the  top  half  of  the  obverse  now  lacking  dentil  definition,  the 
faint  crack  to  the  tip  of  coronet  barely  apparent  to  assure  attribu- 
tion. A bright  gem  quality  coin  ideal  for  a type  set,  one  of  the  better 
preserved  specimens  from  a small  hoard  of  high-grade  examples  of 
this  variety. 


490  1853  N-25.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Excellent  lustre  and 
much  faded  mint  color  remains  on  violet-brown  surfaces.  Frosty 
and  attractive,  some  bluntness  of  strike  typical  of  the  die  state,  a nice 
example  of  the  date. 

491  1854  N-21.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  UN  (NGC).  Splendid  satiny  lustre 
on  steel  brown  surfaces  highlighted  by  bright  mint  color  around 
stars,  central  devices,  and  legends.  The  surface  quality  is  excellent 
for  the  grade,  the  strike  is  bold,  and  the  overall  eye  appeal  is  superb. 
An  inherent  depression  is  noted  under  Liberty’s  chin.  A very  nice 
example  for  the  grade. 


Choice  Mint  State  1857  Cent 


Magnificent  Red  Gem  1853  Cent 

1948  Sale  Price:  $3.50 


489  1853  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-65.  One  of  the  most  impressive  cents 

of  this  type  we  have  ever  encountered,  a flaming  red  and  fully  origi- 
nal gem.  Full  unbroken  and  unfaded  mint  color,  resplendent  with 
cartwheel  lustre,  looking  much  today  as  it  did  when  it  came  from  a 
Mint  bag  of  1853  cents  at  some  point  in  the  distant  past.  Though 
this  die  variety  is  tather  common  in  Mint  State,  and  many  pieces 
show  persistent  mint  color,  none  are  as  fine  as  this,  even  among  the 
three  MS-65  specimens  tied  as  finest  in  the  CQR  census;  the  Pittman 
coin  was  close  but  had  some  light  flyspecks.  A single  tiny  spot  be- 
hind the  hair  bun  identifies  this  specimen,  only  minor  bagmarks  are 
noted.  Late  die  state  with  flowlines  and  crumbling  in  the  fields. 
This  piece,  included  in  the  famous  1948  Mehl  sale  of  the  Allenburger 
Collection,  realized  the  princely  sum  of  S3.50-this  at  a time  when 
low-grade  large  cents  were  somewhat  akin  to  wheat  cents  in  today  s 
marketplace.  Modern  collectors  are  even  more  quality-conscious 
than  those  of  the  1940s,  and  this  never-certified  specimen  is  likely 
to  merit  a very  high  grade  indeed.  An  exceptional  piece  that  will  be 

a highlight  in  its  next  owner’s  cabinet. 

When  this  piece  brought  $3.50  in  the  Allenburger  sale,  a mail  bid  auction, 
very  rare  gem  Proof  large  cents  were  bringing  in  the  $60-70  range. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl’ s sale  of  the  Dr.  C.A.  Allenburger  Collection,  March 
1948,  Lot  1127,  though  apparently  not  the  property  of  Christian  Allenburger 
but  rather  consigned  by  Mehl  himself  Purchased  by  Walter  A.  Flarlow,  who 
sold  the  coin  to  Del  Bland  on  August  1,  1994,  thence  to  the  collection  of 
Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.,  the  famed  large  cent  collector  and  the  man  behind 
Jack  Daniels.  The  original  Mehl  lot  envelope  and  a handwritten  note  from 
Del  Bland  accompany  this  lot. 


492  1857  N-2.  Rarity-1+.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (ICG).  Mistak- 

enly labeled  “Large  Date”  on  the  holder.  More  than  half  of  the  mint 
color  remains,  faded  elsewhere  to  pleasing  chocolate  brown,  the  re- 
verse is  perhaps  75%  red.  Lustrous  and  attractive,  a few  unobtrusive 
flyspecks,  a beautiful  example  of  this  finale  of  the  large  cent  series- 
though  the  extremely  rare  1868  large  cent  pattern  could  perhaps  be 
called  an  encore.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  Since  large  cents  were 
returned  to  the  Mint  in  massive  numbers  in  1857  and  the  years  that 
immediately  followed  in  favor  of  the  popular  new  smaU  cents,  a pro- 
cess that  was  in  many  ways  responsible  for  the  dawn  of  modern  coin 
collecting,  relatively  few  1857  cents  are  known  in  high  grades  and 
they  are  especially  elusive  with  plentiful  mint  color.  This  example  is 
tied  for  fourth  finest  known  of  the  variety  with  several  others.  An 
unusuaUy  well-preserved  specimen. 
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SMALL  CENTS 

Our  selection  ot  small  cents  starts  off  right  with  a pair  of  famous 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cents.  These  issues  lead  nicely  into  a fine  selection 
ot  Indian  cents,  including  several  choice  and  gem  pieces  both  circu- 
lation strikes  and  in  Proof  format.  It  you  seek  a superb  full  red  Proof 
ot  1872,  or  perhaps  a pleasing  lightly  circulated  1877  for  your  set,  our 
ortering  has  a nice  selection,  while  Lincoln  cents  are  highlighted  by 
the  very  rare  and  popular  197()-S  Doubled  Die  issue  in  MS-64  RD 
(PCC;S). 

Delightful  Choice  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


493  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-9.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  golden 

brown  with  strong  underlying  lustre.  What  other  U.S.  small  cent 
issue  instills  such  a deep  sense  of  urgent  bidding  e.xciteinent  in  an 
auction  audience  the  way  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  does?  The 
present  coin  is  a thoroughly  pleasing  example  of  a popular  rarity, 
an  issue  that  is  arguably  the  most  desirable  of  all  U.S.  small  cent 
issues,  and  a date  that  has  been  avidly  sought  and  collected  virtu- 
ally since  the  time  of  issue.  Strong  bidding  activity  is  a “given” 
whenever  a pleasing  choice  Proof  1856  Flying  E.igle  cent  enters 
the  auction  arena,  so  please  plan  your  bidding  strategy  accordingly! 

In  The  Flying  Eagle  & Indian  Cent  Altrihniion  Guide  (2nd  Edition.  Volume  I. 
2001).  author  Rick  Snow  wrote  that  Snow-9,  as  offered  here,  is  “the  most  com- 
monly encountered  1856  Flying  Eagle.  It  is  unknown  when  the  production  of 
these  started.  The  reverse  die  is  one  of  two  original  dies  and  was  used  m the 
initial  striking  period  ot  Snow-5.  It  was  also  used  earlier  on  the  small  emission 
ot  the  S-6  and  S-7.  The  obverse  die  was  probably  produced  in  early  1857  and 
used  first  on  S-H.  These  were  probably  struck  during  a long  period  starting  in 
late  1857  and  continuing  until  1860."  Snow  also  noted  that:  “The  ongimil  mint- 
age IS  not  known,  but  it  could  be  as  high  as  2,000  pieces.  A survival  rate  higher 
than  regular  issue  coins  is  assumed  due  to  the  special  nature  of  these  pieces." 


Lightly  Circulated  1856  Flying  Eagle 


(2.S:  photo) 


494  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-9.  Proof-45  (NGC).  Deep  golden 

brown  with  some  mahogany  highlights.  A lightly  circulated  ex- 
ample of  a popular  rarity,  the  present  piece  is  an  ideal  coin  for  the 
collector  who  just  can’t  stretch  the  budget  for  a Proof-60  or  finer 
coin.  Devoid  ot  heavy  circulation  marks,  though  a few  natural 
planchet  flaws,  present  when  struck,  are  noted  at  the  obverse  rim. 
A nice  coin  for  the  grade,  and  certainly  one  for  which  apologies 
need  not  be  made-any  collection  would  benefit  from  the  inclu- 
sion of  this  prize! 

Gem  Uncirculated  1857  Flying  Eagle  l0 


495  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-65  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  glows  broadly 
beneath  deep  golden  tan  highlights,  a small,  dull  violet  toning  spot 
at  3:00  in  the  dentils  the  only  mark  of  note.  Sharply  struck  m all 
areas  including  the  eagle’s  tail  feathers,  an  area  frequently  found 
wanting  in  design  details. 

496  Quartette  of  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆ 1857 
Flying  Eagle.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  iridescent  toning 
on  the  obverse  and  golden  brown  toning  at  the  reverse  periphery. 
Minute  spotting  is  noted  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1861  AU-55.  Minute 
spotting  noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1869/9  EF-45.  Smooth 
brown  surfaces  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a few  pale 
flecks  noted.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

497  Quintette  of  Mint  State  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head  cents: 

ilr  1858  Flying  Eagle.  Large  Letters.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  sunset  orange.  Minute  spotting  is  noted  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1 860 
Rounded  Bust.  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive,  minute  flecks  are 
noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1864  Bronze.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous 
☆ 1879  MS-64  RD.  Lustrous  with  a minute  spotting  noted  ☆ 
1887  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
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498 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64.  A highly  lustrous  bright  golden 
brown  Flying  Eagle  cent,  a coin  with  a nice  strike  and  strong  eye 
appeal  for  the  grade.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies  with  evi- 
dence of  such  on  the  obverse  around  the  eagle.  A few  faint  flecks 
are  noted,  but  the  overall  charm  and  quality  of  the  coin  rises  above 
any  small  detriments  we  might  mention. 


499  Quartette  of  Indian  Head  cents  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1859.  Lus- 

trous with  iridescent  highlights.  Minute  spotting  noted  under 
magnification  ☆ 1864  Copper-nickel.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of 
golden  orange  on  both  surfaces.  Some  spotting  noted  ☆ 1866 
Brown.  Bluish  gray  highlights  with  original  mint  lustre  at  the  de- 
vices ☆ 1875  Brown.  Magenta  and  blue  highlights.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


500  Selection  of  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆ 1860  Rounded  Bust.  MS- 

60.  Cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1868  MS-62  RB.  Light  hairlines  noted 
☆ 1869/9  AU-50,  Cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1872  EF-45.  Cleaned  ☆ 
1873  Close  3.  AU-58.  Eightly  cleaned  ☆ 1878  MS-60.  Cleaned  ☆ 
1882  VF-30.  Pitted  ☆ 1886  AU-5().  Cleaned.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1862  Indian  Cent 


501  1862  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  golden  gem  Proof  Indian  cent 
with  frosty  motifs  and  fields  that  border  more  on  satiny  than  re- 
flective. Careful  examination  reveals  some  tiny  flecks,  but  none 
of  them  are  large  enough  to  draw  the  unaided  eye.  One  of  an  esti- 
mated 2,000  to  2,500  Proofs  of  the  date  distributed  by  the  Mint, 
and  among  the  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS;  only 
one  example  has  received  a grade  finer  than  the  present  coin  from 
that  organization.  Choice  within  the  gem  category  and  worthy  of 
strong  bidding  pursuit. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 

502  Octette  of  Indian  Head  cents:  fir  1862  AU-58  ff  1865  AU-50 

☆ 1869/9  VF-25  ☆ 1876  AU-55  ☆ 1880  AU-58  ☆ 1883  AU-58 

☆ 1885  AU-58  ☆ 1886  AU-55.  An  attractive  grouping  with  a few 
displaying  iridescent  highlights.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1863  Indian  1^ 


(2x  photo) 


503  1863  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A gorgeous  golden  Proof  of  the 
date,  a coin  with  frosted  motifs  and  reflective  fields  that  glow  with 
strong  lustre  and  rich  rose  highlights.  Some  faint  flecks  become 
apparent  under  low  magnification,  though  none  of  them  challenge 
the  overall  aesthetic  appeal  of  this  beauty.  One  of  an  estimated  800 
to  1,000  Proofs  of  the  date  distributed,  but  opinions  vary  regard- 
ing the  actual  number.  As  Dave  Bowers  noted  in  A Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast’s  Guide  ta  Fiyint;  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  “In  his  1977 
Encyciopedia  of  Proof  Coins  Walter  Breen  considered  this  to  be  a bit 
more  plentiful  than  1862,  but  that  ‘many  survivors  have  been 
cleaned.’  The  present  writer  considers  it  to  be  much  rarer  than  1862 
and  to  be  a sleeper,  a feeling  shared  by  Richard  Snow.  Differences 
of  opinion  contribute  to  the  fascination  of  the  numismatic  hobby. 
No  doubt  the  widespread  availability  of  the  1863  in  business  strike 
form  has  prompted  many  to  consider  Proofs  common  as  well.” 
We  feel  much  the  same  as  Bowers  and  Snow  in  this  regard,  as  we 
seldom  see  Proof  1863  Indian  cents  at  public  auction  or  on  bourse 
floors;  we  suspect  the  present  coin  is  much  scarcer  than  many  of 
us  suppose. 

NGC  Census:  3;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-67  Cameo). 

504  Quartette  of  Indian  Head  cents  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1863  ☆ 
1867  PJB  ☆ 1871  BJ3  ☆ 1881  ILB.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

505  Quartette  of  Mint  State  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1864  L on  Ribbon. 
MS-6()  BN.  Splashes  of  soft  blue  and  magenta  on  both  surlaces  ☆ 
1869  MS-6()  RB.  Lustrous  with  some  spotting  noted  ☆ 1870  MS- 
62  RB.  Mottled  toning  with  a few  carbon  spots  noted  ☆ 1884 
MS-6()  BN.  Smooth  surfaces  with  a couple  of  spots  noted  on  the 
obverse.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


506  1866  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright  and  deep  orange-red  with 

golden  highlights  on  the  high  points  and  a pleasing  woodgrain 
appearance.  Definitely  choice  in  all  regards,  a true  gem. 
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Choice  Proof  1868  Indian  Cent 
Rotated  Reverse  Variety 


507  1868  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  Intensely  red  surfaces  with  a hint  of 

rose  and  iridescent  blue.  Nicely  struck  and  thoroughly  appealing 
in  every  sense  ol  the  word.  Struck  from  a rotated  reverse  die,  with 
die  alignment  about  355°as  opposed  to  the  usual  180° die  turn.  As 
noted  in  the  Bowers  Indian  cent  reference,  “Some  Proofs-appar- 
ently  somewhat  less  than  halt  ot  the  known  pieces— have  the  ob- 
verse and  reverse  dies  aligned  in  the  same  direction,  rather  than 
the  usual  1 80° apart;  this  has  not  been  widely  noticed.”  (This  phe- 
nomenon has  apparently  been  noticed  by  both  NGC  and  PCGS, 
both  of  which  now  note  the  die  rotation  on  their  holders— curi- 
ously though,  both  firms  also  denote  this  occurrence  as  a “Mint 
Error,”  though  it  probably  falls  more  under  the  “resetting  of  die  in 
press”  error.) 


508  1868  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mainlylively  red  with  strong  golden 

highlights  on  the  high  points.  Another  example  of  the  date  struck 
from  the  mismatched  rotated  die  pair,  here  aligned  at  about  355° 
rather  than  the  usual  180°  turn.  Choice  for  the  grade,  nicely  struck, 
and  devoid  of  flecks  or  major  marks. 


509  1872  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  red  surfaces  with  strong 
lustre  and  an  abundance  of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  One  of 
some  850  to  1.100  Proofs  of  the  date  estimated  to  have  been  dis- 
tributed by  the  Mint.  (If  the  number  of  Proof  1872  cents  certified 
by  PCGS,  just  15  examples  have  been  graded  finer.  A nice  oppor- 
tunity awaits  an  attentive  bidder  when  this  red  beauty  crosses  the 
auction  block. 

V.iriety  with  raised  die  Kinip  on  upper  right  serif  of  T in  CENT. 

510  Pair  of  Proof-64  BN  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1872  ☆ 1886.  Both  are 
reflective  with  a mixture  ofindescent  highlights.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Glowing  MS-64  RD  1872  Indian  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


511  1872  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Strong  glowing  red  lustre  on  satiny 
orange  surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  the  issue,  some  lightness  at  the 
date  numerals  and  at  the  O in  ONE  on  the  reverse,  though  the 
shield  details  are  fairly  strong.  One  of  the  important  key  dates  in 
the  Indian  cent  series,  a date  that  is  eagerly  sought  in  any  grade 
that  approaches  gem  Mint  State.  PCGS  has  certifiedjust  a baker’s 
dozen  of  this  date  in  finer  “RD”  grades. 

512  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  orange-red  motifs  and 
deeply  mirrored  fields  form  a modest  cameo  contrast.  The  reverse 
is  richly  toned  in  shades  of  deep  red  and  violet  with  an  underlying 
woodgrain  effect  present  as  well.  A lovely  gem. 

Broken  D punch  in  UNITED  on  the  obverse,  large  cud-hke  reverse  die 
bre.ik  that  encompasses  the  upper  right  serif  of  the  T in  CENT,  giving  that  area 
ot  the  coin  a “teardrop”  appearance. 


513  1873  Open  3.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  orange-red  with  a 

hint  of  soft  tan  on  the  high  points.  A few  tiny  spots  are  noted  at  E 
in  UNITED  on  the  obverse.  Sharply  struck  in  all  places,  and  defi- 
nitely worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 

Broken  D punch  in  UNITED  on  the  obverse,  reverse  die  crack  from  rim 
just  above  3:00  downward  through  the  wreath,  terminating  at  the  middle  arrow 
head. 


514  1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A blazing  gem  with  intense  lustre  and 

eye  appeal  to  match.  As  close  to  completely  red  as  a coin  can  come; 
as  for  the  “brown,”  here  it  is  more  rich  gold  and  deep  orange  rather 
than  brown.  Simply  gorgeous. 

Struck  from  rusted  dies.  Several  raised  lumps  can  be  seen  on  the  Indian's 
portrait,  and  another  prominent  lump  is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  N m ONE  on 
the  reverse. 
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515  1874  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre,  frosty  orange-red  on 

the  obverse,  the  reverse  beginning  to  deepen  in  intensity;  pale  sea 
green  and  violet  iridescence  is  seen  as  well.  A few  light  flecks  on 
the  obverse,  otherwise  sharp  and  appealing  in  all  ways. 

Struck  from  a lightly  pitted  obverse  die  as  attested  to  by  the  series  of  raised 
dots  visible  around  the  Indian’s  ear. 


516  1877  EF-45,  cleaned  some  time  ago,  now  naturally  retoning.  The 

key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series,  and  desirable  in  all  grades  as  a 
result.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid  of  extraneous  marks. 


Gem  Red  Proof  1885  Indian 


521  1885  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Impressive  deep  red-orange  sur- 

faces show  bold  golden  highlights  on  the  devices  and  even  deeper 
violet  highlights  at  the  rims.  Some  faint  scattered  flecks  appear  on 
the  reverse  under  low  magnification.  A splendid  gem  survivor  from 
a somewhat  large  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of3,75()  pieces.  Dave 
Bowers  noted  this  Proof  mintage  was  “struck  from  at  least  tour 
different  obverse  dies,  two  of  which  can  be  readily  differentiated 
by  the  position  of  the  1 m the  date  to  the  neck  tip,  one  with  the  1 
directly  under  the  tip  and  the  other  positioned  farther  to  the  right;” 
the  present  coin  is  of  the  former  group.  PCGS  has  seen  tit  to  give 
just  three  examples  of  the  date  a finer  grade  within  the  designat- 
ing. A beauty  to  behold. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  (all  Proof-67  RD). 


517  1877  EF-40.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown  surfaces  overall,  though  a 

hint  of  faint  porosity  can  be  detected  on  the  reverse  under  low 
magnification.  Another  wholly  acceptable  example  of  the  key  rar- 
ity of  the  Indian  cent  series. 


518  1877  VF-30  BN  (NGC).  A medium  chestnut  brown  example 
of  the  key  rarity  in  the  Indian  cent  series,  here  in  a highly  col- 
lectable grade.  The  surfaces  are  essentially  problem-tree  though 
a few  stray  marks  can  be  detected  upon  diligent  searching.  A nice 
com  for  the  grade,  one  that  should  * fill  the  bill  nicely  tor  an 
Indian  cent  collector  who  can't  stretch  the  budget  tor  a finer 
graded  specimen  of  the  date. 

519  1877  F-12.  Medium  brown  with  a hint  of  surfaces  roughness  that 
can  be  seen  when  scrutinized  under  low  magnification. 


520  1885  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  Proof  with  intense 

cartwheel  lustre  on  incredibly  deep  violet  and  lavender  surfaces.  The 
devices  and  fields  are  more  satiny  than  reflective,  which  aids  the 
rapid  rotation  of  the  lively  lustre  on  both  sides.  PCGS  has  only  graded 
two  examples  of  the  date  finer  within  the  designation,  which  speaks 
volumes  for  the  quality  of  this  impressive  gem  Proof  Indian  cent. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2 finer  within  the  ilcsignation  (both  Proof-68  RB). 

Repunching  noted  in  the  lower  loop  of  the  first  8 in  the  d.ite. 


522  1885  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Refiective  fields  and  frosty  motifs 
display  deep  underlying  red  on  warm,  rich  pale  brown  surfaces, 
with  a touch  of  golden  iridescence  for  good  measure.  A few  taint 
flecks  are  noted  under  low  magnification.  An  appealing  com. 

523  Group  of  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents;  'ii  1888  AU-50.  Smooth 
surfaces  ☆ 1889  MS-60.  Original  mint  lustre  in  the  protected  ar- 
eas ☆ 1890  MS-62  ILB.  Obverse  planchet  flaws  and  minute  spot- 
ting noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1891  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a 
reverse  planchet  flaw  noted  1892  MS-60  RB.  Die  clashing  vis- 
ible on  the  obverse  along  with  some  planchet  flaws  ☆ 1893  MS- 
60.  Cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1894  MS-63  ILB.  Lustrous  with  some 
flecks  noted  ☆ 1895  MS-60  BN.  Splashes  of  olive-gold  toning  on 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1896  EF-45.  Minor  scratches  and  pits  noted  ☆ 
1897  MS-60  RB.  A few  obverse  spots  are  noted  ☆ 1898  MS-60 
BN.  Original  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas  ☆ 1899  AU- 
58.  Lustrous  ☆ 1900  AU-58.  Original  mint  lustre  at  the  devices  ☆ 
1901  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  ☆ 1902  MS-60  BN.  Bluish  toning  on 
the  high  points  ☆ 1903  MS-62  RB.  Lustrous  with  minute  spots 
noted  ☆ 1904  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  bluish  toning  on  the  high 
points  ☆ 1905  AU-58.  Mottled  toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1906 
MS-63  RB.  Cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1907  AU-50.  Rich  gray-brown 
at  the  devices  ☆ 1908  AU-50.  Minor  reverse  damage  noted  ☆ 1908- 
S AU-50.  Splashes  of  iridescent  blue  and  magenta  on  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1909  Indian  AU-55  (2).  One  with  iridescent  blue  and 
magenta  highlights,  one  whizzed  ☆ 1922  Weak  D.  MS-62  RD. 
Lustrous.  (Total:  25  pieces) 
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Lovely  Gem  Proof  1892  Indian  Cent 
PCGS  Proof-66  RD 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


524  1892  Proof-66  RD  Cameo  (PCGS).  Aii  impressively  beautiful 

gem  Proof  example  ot  the  date,  a coin  with  frosty  pale  red  devices 
and  deeper  red  mirror  fields,  one  that  definitely  deserves  the  cameo 
designation.  A tew  faint  flecks  are  mentioned  tor  accuracy,  though 
none  of  them  attract  the  unaided  eye.  From  a Proof  mintage  for 
the  date  of 2,745  pieces,  some  of  which  were  possibly  struck  from 
melted-down  noncurrent  coins,  primarily  bronze  two-cent  pieces. 
Dave  Bowers  called  Proofs  of  this  date  “fairly  scarce  if  gem,”  as 
seen  here.  PCGS  has  not  graded  a finer  specimen  of  the  date  within 
the  RD  designation,  so  if  you  bid  on  this  com  you  will  be  bidding 
on  one  of  the  finest  Indian  cents  of  the  date  extant. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1895  Indian  Cent 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


525  1895  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  red  with  hints  ofgold 

and  rose  iridescence.  Repunched  Date  variety,  with  repunching  at 
1 and  9 (see  below).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  example  of  the  date, 
one  ofjiist  four  specimens  called  Proof-67  RD,  with  none  certi- 
fied finer  in  any  designation  by  PCGS.  What  we  have  here  is  the 
true  creme  de  la  creme  of  Proofs  of  this  date;  you  won't  find  a 
finer  specimen  in  a PCGS  holder,  so  biding  your  time  until  a finer 
com  comes  along  may  be  a fruitless  endeavor. 

PCX'.S  i’optilatton:  4;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 

Hreen-2(I26.  "1S95  partly  repunched  date.  Proofs  only.” 


Only  five  examples  of  the  date  have  commanded  finer  grades 
within  the  designation  from  PCGS.  Nice! 

HCGS  Population;  54;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-67  RD). 


527  1901  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  red  with  bright  golden  high- 
lights on  the  obverse,  with  pale  violet  and  golden  iridescence  on 
the  fiery  red  reverse.  Some  tiny  fiecks  can  be  seen  under  low  mag- 
nification, but  the  gem  quality  still  shines  through! 

528  Pair  ofMint  State  San  Francisco  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1908-S  MS- 
64  RD.  Lustrous  ☆ 1909-S  MS-63  RD.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one 
time.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


529  1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB.  Satiny  orange  gold  with  tan  high- 

lights. A lustrous  and  appealing  example  of  the  second  (and  final) 
year  ot  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  Indian  cent  series— the  first- 
ever  branch  mint  small  cent  coinage  occurred  in  the  previous  year, 
1908.  The  present  date  is  second  only  to  the  1877  Indian  cent  in 
rarity  and  desirability  within  the  series,  a fact  that  is  never  lost  on 
our  bidders  when  a choice  Mint  State  coin  (such  as  the  present 
piece)  crosses  the  auction  block. 


Choice  Red  Uncirculated  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


530  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A beautifully  lus- 

trous deep  golden  red  example  of  this  popular  key  date  rarity  from 
the  first  year  of  the  Lincoln  cent  series.  Sharply  struck  and  aes- 
thetically appealing  despite  some  faint  flecks  that  become  appar- 
ent under  low  magnification.  Arguably  the  most  famous  of  all  small 
cent  issues  (the  1856  Flying  Eagle  rarity  and  the  1955  Doubled 
Die  Obverse  also  pop  to  mind  for  this  honor)  and  always  desirable 
as  such. 


526  1900  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  What  a blazing  gem  Mint  State  In- 

ilian  cent  this  is!  The  lustre  rolls  across  bright  and  fiery  red-gold 
surtai  t ■>,  and  the  strike  is  superb  overall.  The  only  blemish  worthy 
of  note  IS  a well-hidden  spot  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse  wreath 
th.it  this  w riter  overlooked  on  his  first  visual  “tour”  of  the  com. 


531  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-62  RD.  A frosty-  golden  red  speci- 

men of  what  may  very  well  be  America’s  most  famous  small  cent 
issue.  An  old  scrape  on  Lincoln's  cheek,  well  hidden  and  evenly 
toned,  accounts  tor  the  grade.  A thoroughly  pleasing  com.  a frs'sty 
delight  that  should  “teel  right  at  home"  injiist  about  any  I iiu  oln 
cent  collection. 
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532  1918-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A golden  red  Lincoln  cent  with 

lively  lustre  that  fairly  leaps  from  the  satiny  surfaces.  Some  faint 
flecks  are  noted  for  accuracy,  though  the  overall  appeal  readily 
overcomes  any  of  the  coin’s  shortcomings.  Nicely  struck  as  well, 
with  virtually  all  design  details  crisp  and  bold. 


533  Group  of  1920  Lincoln  cents  A great  little  group  of  Mint  State 
1920  Lincoln  cents,  21  coins  all  told,  housed  in  a neat  green  alliga- 
tor grain  wallet  with  brass  hasps  that  expand  the  wallet  into  a “box” 
when  opened.  This  group  was  seemingly  kept  intact  since  1926 
according  to  a note  that  accompanies  the  lot  which  reads  “Love 
and  best  wishes  from  N.B.L.  Senior  to  N.B.L  Junior  8-6-26,” 
which  was  in  the  wallet  at  the  time  of  discovery.  The  coins  are 
typically  MS-63  or  so,  some  finer,  some  lesser,  and  are  chiefly  RB, 
a few  with  obvious  spots.  Perhaps  a gift  to  N.B.L.  Jr.  to  celebrate 
the  year  of  his  birth  six  years  earlier  than  the  date  on  the  note. 
Neat!  (Total:  21  coins,  1 wallet) 


Choice  Uncirculated  1970-S 
Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 


534  1970-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny 

salmon  red  with  glowing  orange  and  violet  iridescence.  Quite  rare 
despite  active  searching  by  interested  Lincoln  cent  collectors-very 
few  of  these  have  been  “cherry-picked”  to  date.  Doubling  quite 
bold  at  LIBERTY  and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  though  the  date 
numerals  are  unaffected  save  for  minor  doubling  at  the  0.  Only 
five  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present 
com  by  PCGS.  A new  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series  that  we  are 
pleased  to  offer  here  for  your  bidding  pleasure. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66  RD  finest). 


535  Selection  of  certified  half  cents,  large  cents,  and  small  cents: 

Half  cents:  ☆ 1800  C-1.  VG-10  (ANACS)  ☆ 1809  C-3.  F-12 
(ANACS).  Large  cent:  ☆ 1816  N-8.  F-12  (ANACS).  Small  cents: 
☆ 1858  Small  Letters.  EF-4()  (ANACS)  ☆ 1864  Bronze.  MS-62 
BN  (ANACS)  ☆ 1909-S  Indian.  F-15  (ANACS)  ☆ 1909-S  V.D.B. 
F-15  (PCGS)  ☆ 19()9-S  Lincoln.  F-15  (ANACS).  (Total;  8 pieces) 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 

The  two-cent  and  three-cent  series,  long  obsolete  denominations, 
have  always  been  popular  with  collectors  beginning  and  advanced 
alike  as  these  series  allow  collectors  ofjust  about  any  financial  stand- 
ing to  complete  a very  satisfying  set.  From  scarcer  date  two-cent  Proofs 
to  a nearly  complete  date  run  of  Gem  Proof  three-cent  nickel  issues, 
many  desirable  pieces  are  offered  herein. 

536  Half  dozen  two-cent  pieces:  ☆ 1864  Small  Motto.  AU-50. 
Cleaned  H 1865  Fancy  5.  MS-60.  Cleaned  ☆ 1868  MS-62  ILB. 
Iridescent  highlights  and  splashes  of  deep  rich  toning  on  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1869  MS-62  RB.  Lustrous  with  mottled  toning  and  some 
spotting  noted  ☆ 1870  MS-62  ILB.  Mottled  surfaces  ☆ 1871  AU- 
55.  Lustrous.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

537  Quintette  of  Mint  State  two-cent  pieces:  ☆ 1864  Large  Motto. 
MS-63  RB  ☆ 1866  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1867  MS-64  BN  ☆ 1868  MS- 
63  ILB  ☆ 1871  MS-63  BN.  A lustrous  and  attractive  grouping,  a 
few  with  minute  spotting  noted.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

538  1870  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  Full  bright  mint  color  on  the  ob- 
verse, a pleasing  blend  of  chocolate  brown  with  bright  mint  color 
around  the  periphery  on  the  reverse.  Deeply  reflective  and  exhib- 
iting gem-quality  visual  appeal.  A single  dull  nick  is  hidden  inside 
the  shield  uprights,  very  few  flyspecks,  an  exceptionally  lovely 
specimen  of  the  issue  and  an  ideal  type  coin. 

539  1872  Proof-64  RB.  Mainly  blazing  orange  red  that  has  faded  to 
tan  on  the  high  points;  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs 
display  this  panorama  of  bright  red  and  orange  to  its  fullest  glory. 
A few  faint  flecks  can  be  seen  under  magnification.  One  of  some 
950+  Proofs  of  the  date  distributed  with  the  silver  and  minor  coin- 
age Proof  sets  of  the  date. 


540  1873  Close  3 Proof-63  RB.  Reflective  golden  brown  with  rich 

blue  and  violet  iridescence.  A popular  Proof-only  date  from  the 
final  year  of  the  denomination,  one  of 600  examples  struck,  though 
it  is  thought  that  some  of  those  600  pieces  were  later  melted  as 
unsold.  (Restrikes  of  the  date  were  also  produced  to  the  tune  of 
500  Proofs;  those  have  an  Open  3 in  the  date). 
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NICKEL  THILEE-CENT  PIECES 

Splendid  Proof  1865  Nickel  Three  Cents 


First  Year  of  the  Type 


(2.\  photo) 


541  1865  Proof-66  (NGC).  A splendid  gem,  a truly  impressive  eye- 

catcher!  Frosty  motifs  and  somewhat  satiny  rellective  fields  are  alive 
with  bursts  of  pale  rose  and  gold  iridescence,  especially  on  the 
obverse.  One  of  some  50()-plus  Proofs  sold  with  the  silver  Proof 
sets  of  the  date  after  the  present  denomination  had  been  created. 
Repunchcd  Date  variety.  Only  three  Proof  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

NCfC  Census:  13;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67). 

Breen-2412.  "’’Double  date  west.  Proofs,  Breen  2-B  (over  90%  of  Proofs 
ot  this  date  are  from  these  dies).  Parts  of  e.\tra  digits  at  upper  left.” 


542  1866  Proof-66  (NGC).  Bursts  of  fiery  gold  and  peach  grace  the 

frostv’  motifs  and  reflective  fields  of  this  visually  exciting  coin. 
Somewhat  more  than  725  Proofs  of  the  date  were  sold  with  the 
silver  Proof  sets  of  the  date.  A lovely  gem  in  all  regards.  Indeed, 
NGC  has  certified  just  one  e.xample  of  the  date  at  a finer  grade. 
NGC  Census:  21;  one  finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67). 


543  1866  Proof-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  highlights  on  frosty 

motifs  and  reflective  fields.  A definite  cameo,  though  such  is  not 
noted  on  the  holder. 


544  1867  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  cameo  gem,  with  frosty  motifs 

and  mirror  fields  displaying  a fine  mist  of  pale  rose  iridescence, 
t )n;  of  slightly  more  than  625  Proofs  of  the  date  sold.  Lovely  to 

!-  hold. 


545  1868  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  silver  gray  gem  Proof  example 

of  the  date,  a nice  coin  with  a modicum  of  cameo  contrast.  Just 
over  600  Proofs  of  the  date  were  sold. 


546  1868  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Another  nice  gem  specimen  of  the  date, 

this  with  pale  champagne  on  both  sides. 

Gem  Proof  1870  Nickel  30 

The  Pittman  Specimen 


547  1870  Proof-65  (NGC).  Pale  golden  highlights  on  satiny  motifs 

and  moderately  reflective  fields.  Nicely  struck. 

From  David  Akers  Numismatics,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman 
Collection,  October  1997,  Lot  355;  purchased  by  Pittman  for  $23  in  Mike 
Kolman ’s  sale  of  July  1961. 


548  1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  motifs  and 

deeply  mirrored  fields  form  an  outstanding  cameo  contrast,  though 
not  seen  on  the  NGC  holder. 


549  1872  Proof-66  (NGC).  Warm  lilac-gray  with  golden  overtones 

on  satiny  fields  and  lightly  textured  motifs.  A fine  gem  in  all  re- 
gards; NGC  has  not  certified  a finer  Proof  of  the  date  in  any  grade 
designation  (CA  or  UC). 

NGC  Census:  16;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


550  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Close  3.  as  are  all  Proofs  of 

the  date.  Refiective  silver  gray  fields  and  lightlv  frosted  motifs 
form  a soft  yet  distinctive  cameo  contrast  pretts  gem  Pri's'f  In 
any  standards. 
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Gem  Proof  Nickel  30  Quartette 

551  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  Proof-65  nickel  three-cent 
pieces:  ☆ 1874  ☆ 1881  ☆ 1886.  A popular  Proof-only  date  ☆ 
1887/6  Overdate.  All  are  attractive  and  all  show  light  toning  high- 
lights. (Total:  4 pieces) 


552  1875  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  satiny  fields 

display  pale  golden  highlights.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date 
of  slightly  more  than  700  pieces.  Only  seven  Proof  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  certified  finer  within  the  designation  by  NGC. 


553  1876  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A delightful  cameo  Proof,  though  no 

mention  is  made  of  this  on  the  PCGS  holder.  Bright  silver  gray 
with  a nuance  of  pale  gold  on  frosty  motifs  and  reflective  fields. 

Proof-Only  1877  Nickel  30 


554  1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  Even  pale  gold  with  a touch  of  rose  here 
and  there.  A satiny  gem  with  little  contrast  between  the  devices 
and  the  fields,  as  often  seen  on  Proof  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of 
the  era. 

Gem  Proof  Nickel  30  Threesome 

555  Three  PCGS-certified  Proof-66  nickel  three-cent  pieces:  ☆ 

1878.  Strong  cameo  contrast,  rich  golden  highlights.  A popular 
Proof-only  issue  ☆ 1880.  Pale  golden  toning  ☆ 1884.  Pale  golden 
toning.  A nice  gem  Proof  threesome.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Five  Gem  Proof  Nickel  30 

556  Five  PCGS-certified  Proof-65  nickel  three-cent  pieces:  ☆ 

1879.  Satiny  with  pale  rose  toning  ☆ 1883.  Satiny  with  pale  golden 
toning  ☆ 1885.  Satiny  with  pale  champagne  highlights  ☆ 1888.  A 
pale  golden  cameo  H 1889.  A pale  golden  cameo  from  the  final 
year  of  the  denomination.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

557  1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lovely  rose  highlights  on 
both  surfaces.  A few  faint  spots  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse  under 
magnification. 


558  1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  A delightful  cameo  with  a hint  of  bright 

golden  iridescence. 


SILVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


(2x  photo) 

559  1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  rich  champagne 

highlights.  The  first  year  of  Type  11  coinage  (1854-1858)  within 
the  series  (1851-1873),  and  also  the  first  year  of  the  denomination 
to  have  the  silver  content  of  .900  fine  enjoyed  by  the  other  circu- 
lating silver  denominations  of  the  era  (the  1851-1853  silver  three- 
cent  issues  were  struck  in  .750  fine  silver).  Sharply  struck  from 
lightly  clashed  dies. 


(2x  photo) 


560  1864  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  gold  and  slate  gray  iridescence  vie 

with  mint  brilliance  on  this  sharply  struck  prooflike  coin.  One  ot 
21,000  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced. 
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NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 

Fivc-ccnt  pieces  have  a long  history  in  American  numismatics, 
beginning  with  the  tirst  coin  authorized  by  Congress  and  struck  by 
the  U.S.  Mint,  the  famous  1792  half disnie.  It  is  with  this  denomina- 
tion that  many  ot  the  popular  legends  and  lore  of  the  first  U.S.  Mint 
begin,  some  based  on  fact,  others  pure  fantasy.  The  facts  that  the 
issue  was  authorized  by  the  same  Act  that  established  the  first  U.S. 
Mint,  and  President  Washington  publicly  referred  to  the  issue  in  his 
forth  annual  address  as  “a  small  beginning”  in  coinage  nicely  estab- 
lish the  historical  importance  of  the  five-cent  piece.  The  half  dime 
eventually  gave  way  to  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  highlighted  in  this 
sale  by  many  important  high-grade  pieces  beginning  with  Shield  nick- 
els, the  first  pieces  of  the  denomination  struck  in  nickel  and  con- 
tinuing through  the  series.  Buffalo  nickels  are  highlighted  by  several 
choice  and  gem  Mint  State  rarities  such  as  1916-S,  1920-D,  1921-S, 
and  1926-D. 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  Rays  Shield  Nickel 


561  1866  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  lively  golden 
toning  on  frosrv'  surfaces.  A pleasing  gem  from  the  first  year  of  the 
design  type,  one  that  shows  the  shield  obverse  and  rays  reverse 
designs  to  their  fullest  advantage  (these  frequently  come  weak  at 
the  shield  or  at  the  rays,  or  both).  A pleasing  gem  in  all  regards. 

562  Certified  nickel  selection:  ☆ 1867  Rays.  AU-5()  (ANACS)  ☆ 
1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-62 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1912  MS-61  (ANACS)  ☆ 1913  Buftalo.  Type  1.  MS- 
61  (ANACS)  ☆ l938JetTerson.  Proof-65  (PCGS)  ☆ 1944-S  MS- 
67  (PCGS).  (Total:  7 pieces) 


563  1868  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  frosted 

motifs,  mirrored  fields,  and  a dash  here  and  there  of  warm  golden 
toning.  Fewer  than  half  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
graded  finer  within  the  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCX  IS  Population:  S;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66  CAM). 


Nickel  50  Selection  with  Key  Dates 

1885  and  1937-D  3 Legged  Included 
564  Great  group  of  nickels,  including  some  key  issues:  ☆ 1879/8 
Proof-63.  Spine  upward  from  lower  ball  of  shield  ☆ 1883  Shield. 
MS-60  ☆ 1885  VG-8  ☆ 1886  F-15  ☆ 1912-S  F-12  ☆ 1913  Buf- 
falo. Type  I.  MS-64  ☆ 1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  ☆ 1913-S 
Buffalo.  Type  II.  VG-10  ☆ 1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40.  A nice  se- 
lection. (Total:  9 pieces) 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1882  Shield  50 


565  1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  What  a beauty!  Satiny,  somewhat  re- 

flective fields  and  frosted  motifs  enjoy  a wash  of  pale  gold  and  sky 
blue  iridescence  at  the  rims.  A comely  gem  that  is  as  sharply  struck 
as  any  Shield  nickel  can  be,  and  one  that  also  enjoys  an  e.xtraordi- 
nary  amount  of  breathtaking  beauty  (at  least  in  our  humble  opin- 
ion, but  we  think  you'll  concur!).  Don't  let  this  one  go  home  with 
someone  else,  for  it  could  be  some  time  before  you  see  a compara- 
bly lovely  specimen. 

PCGS  Population:  37;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 


566  1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  and  deep  shades  of  gold  play  on 

satiny,  lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces,  A pleasing  choice  Mint  State 
e.xample  from  the  first  year  ofbranch  mint  coinage  within  the  nickel 
five-cents  series  (1866-present)-Denver  also  produced  its  first  Lib- 
erty nickels  in  1912.  A constantly  popular  key  date  that  is  high  on 
every  want  list  for  the  series,  one  that  garners  virtually  as  much 
respect  and  recognition  as  its  rarer  1885-dated  compatriot.  Rare 
enough  to  attract  considerable  attention,  but  not  so  rare  as  to  be 
prohibitively  priced;  plan  your  bidding  strategy  accordingly. 


567  1912-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  A steel  gray  example  of  one  of  the  key 

dates  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series,  and  the  first  date  of  the  denomi- 
nation struck  in  San  Francisco. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1916-S  Buffalo  50 


568  1916-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  glittering  gem 

surfaces  of  the  finest  order.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly 
full  head  and  shoulder  pelt  details  on  the  reverse.  PCGS  has  certi- 
fied just  four  examples  of  the  date  in  a finer  grade,  making  the 
present  lively  gem  a coin  worthy  of  serious  bidder  consideration. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  4 finer  (all  MS-67). 


Choice  Uncirculated  1919-S  Buffalo  50 


571  1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  satiny  surfaces 

and  wisps  of  pale  pastel  iridescence;  a few  faint  flecks  can  be  seen 
under  low  magnification.  Some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  reverse 
at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  the  date. 
A scarce  date  at  MS-64  or  finer,  and  worthy  of  bidding  consider- 
ation as  such. 


Choice  Mint  State 


1917-S  Buffalo  50 


569  1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  steel  gray  with  rich 

golden  iridescence  in  the  fields.  Some  lightness  of  strike  is  present 
at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder  area  as  typically  seen  for  the  date, 
but  better  than  50%  of  the  pelt  is  there;  the  outline  is  full,  the  fine 
details  are  not.  Still,  a nice  coin  with  good  eye  appeal. 


570  1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  impressive  example  of  the 

date,  this  with  strong  lustre  and  wisps  of  pale  golden  toning.  The 
strike  is  readily  equal  to  that  of  the  plate  coin  m the  Lange  refer- 
ence on  the  series;  in  fact,  David  Lange  called  the  plate  coin  ex- 
ceptional” when  describing  its  strike.  A small,  well-hidden  reverse 
scrape  on  the  bison’s  left  foreleg  is  probably  what  kept  this  beauty 
from  a much  finer  grade.  Still,  virtually  any  Buffalo  nickel  collec- 
tor would  no  doubt  happily  welcome  this  specimen  to  their  herd. 


Splendid  Gem  Mint  State  1920-D  50 


572  1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Soft  lustre  graces  bright  steel  surfaces, 

the  whole  tempered  with  pale  champagne  toning  highlights.  A tiny, 
natural  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  appears  on  the  bison’s  rear 
hip-a  glass  is  needed  to  spot  the  flaw,  but  we  are  firm  believers  m 
complete  and  competent  cataloguing.  Nicely  struck  in  all  places, 
with  only  a hint  of  the  “mushmess”  that  is  the  trademark  of  the 
date.  The  present  coin  is  among  the  finest  graded  of  the  date  by 
PCGS;  they  have  certified  just  one  example  of  the  date  at  a finer 
grade.  We  don’t  know  when  that  finer  specimen  will  ever  come 
into  the  numismatic  marketplace,  but  we  know  of  a specimen  that 
is  virtually  as  nice-the  present  coin! 

PCGS  PopuLition:  40;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

The  1920-D  nickel  represents  the  last  Denver  Mint  nickel  coimige  until  the 
1924-D  issue. 


AMEILICAN  NUMISMATIC"  RARITIES 


12S 


The  Classics  Sale 


Choice  Uncirculated  1920-S  Buffalo  50 


573  1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Soft  but  lively  lustre  on  satiny  pale  golden 

surfaces;  a burst  of  greater  golden  toning  enlivens  the  reverse.  Some 
reverse  striking  weakness  is  noted,  but  as  L3avid  Lange  noted  in  his 
reference.  Fully  struck  e.xamples  are  virtually  unknown  ” where 
this  date  is  concerned.  All  that  said,  the  present  coin  is  more  than 
amply  pleasing  in  all  areas,  including  strike,  eye  appeal,  and  lustre. 
Definitely  a choice  Buffalo  nickel,  and  just  as  definitely  worthy  of 
pursuit  and  capture  for  your  collection. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1921-S  Buffalo  50 


574  1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A bright  and  appealing  gem  with  pale 

rose  iridescence  evenly  distributed  on  satiny  surfaces,  and  a highly 
lustrous  coin  as  well.  Struck  from  shattered  dies  (see  below).  The 
date  s mintage  of  just  over  1.5  million  pieces  is  the  si.xth  lowest 
mintage  figure  m the  series  (1913-1938),  a fact  that  has  placed  this 
coin  high  on  want  lists  for  decades.  Only  half  a dozen  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS,  a fact  that  bespeaks  the 
rare  nature  of  the  date  in  gem  Mint  State.  It  you’re  not  among  the 
Buffalo  nickel  collectors  who  own  one  of  the  six  specimens  PCGS 
has  graded  higher  than  the  present  coin,  then  the  specimen  here 
has  probably  already  attracted  your  attention— our  guess  is  that  it 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  other  collectors  as  well. 

I’CCS  Population:  52;  6 finer  (all  MS-66) 

Both  sides  of  this  rarity  show  die  cracks,  not  surprisingly  so,  as  David  Lange 
noted  poor  workmanship  on  both  the  planchets  and  the  dies  of  this  date,  noting 
this  date  IS  particularly  subject  to  laminations  and  toning  streaks,  the  result  of 
poorly  prepared  planchet  stock.  Other  signs  of  hurried  work  include  multiple 
die  cracks  and  metal  How  lines,  both  evidence  of  extended  die  use."  The  present 
com  IS  lightly  cracked  on  the  obverse  from  the  rim  near  12:00  to  the  top  of  the 
Indian  s head,  then  more  heavily  cracked  from  the  rmi  at  3:00,  a crack  which 
crosses  the  nose  and  cheek  area  where  a faint  spidery  netsvork  of  cracks  is  also 
seen,  then  again  from  the  rim  at  7:(H)  diagonally  upward  across  the  date,  while- 
other  laint  cracks  attach  both  feathers  to  the  rim.  Keverse  cracks  are  seen  as 
well,  the  most  prominent  of  these  from  the  run  at  5:(H),  across  the  S in  CENTS, 
then  upward  to  the  bison  s belly;  other  cracks  are  seen  at  the  head  and  tail  of  the 
bison  This  die  may  have  cracked  even  more  which  would  have  led  to  its  even- 
tii.il  retirement  from  active  coimige  duty. 


Choice  Mint  State  1921-S  Buffalo  50 


575  1921-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre  forms  a back- 

drop for  a vivid  display  of  pale  pastel  iridescence.  A pleasing  choice 
Mint  State  specimen  that  shows  a nice  strike  for  the  date,  not  full, 
but  still  bold  in  many  places.  In  his  reference  on  the  subject,  au- 
thor David  Lange  called  this  date  “one  of  the  scarcest  Buffalos  in 
all  grades,  and  went  on  to  note  that  “this  date  is  particularly  sub- 
ject to  laminations  and  toning  streaks,  the  result  of  poorly  pre- 
pared planchet  stock. . .the  end  result  is  a very  challenging  coin  to 
find  in  desirable  condition.”  We  have  found  a “desirable  condi- 
tion” example  of  the  date  foryou-now  all  you  have  to  do  is  outbid 
all  the  other  interested  parties  and  make  this  com  a part  of  your 
Buffalo  nickel  collection! 


576  1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous,  satiny  specimen  that 

IS  oh-so-close  to  gem  Mint  State  in  many  respects-definitely  a 
gem  where  eye  appeal  is  concerned.  Bursts  of  rich  golden  toning 
engage  the  viewer’s  eye  immediately,  greatly  enhancing  the  visual 
aspect  ot  the  coin.  Some  lightness  of  strike  is  seen  at  the  front  of 
the  bison  s head  and  the  bottom  edge  of  the  shoulder  pelt,  other- 
wise the  strike  is  bold  and  pleasing  overall. 


Lustrous  1924-S  Buffalo  50 
Choice  MS-64 


(2x  photo) 


577  1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with  warm  gold 

toning  and  delightful  silver  brightness  sharing  the  satiny  surtaccs. 
A nicely  struck  coin  for  the  date,  perhaps  as  sharp  as  can  be  found, 
with  just  a hint  of  weakness  at  the  bison’s  shoulder.  Regarding  the 
date,  David  Lange  wrote  that  “most  1924-S  nickels  seen  are  ad- 
equately struck  in  general  terms.  Fully  struck  pieces  are  seldom 
available,  a situation  that  is  .iggravated  by  the  relativelv  small  [H'pu- 
lation  ot  Mint  State  coins  for  this  date.  The  biggest  striking  defi- 
ciency seems  to  be  the  bison’s  horn,  which  is  frequeiitlv  inciMii- 
plcte.  The  present  com  shows  a strong  horn  .ind  ’.lunildei  |vlt. 
and  the  overall  eye  appeal  simplv  via//les  the  v iewet 
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Choice  Mint  State  1925-S  50 


578  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray,  somewhat 

prootlike  in  appearance,  with  a sprinkling  of  pale  pastel  irides- 
cence. Some  lightness  of  strike  is  seen  on  the  reverse,  as  virtually 
always  found  for  the  date-a  sharply  struck  1925-S  would  be  some- 
thing to  “crow”  about  indeed.  For  the  record,  PCGS  has  only  cer- 
tified a baker's  dozen  of  1925-S  Buffalo  nickels  at  finer  grades  than 
the  present  specimen,  the  finest  of  those  a single  MS-66  coin.  A 
choice  coin  for  the  grade. 


Gem  Uncirculated  192 6-D  Buffalo  50 


579  1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  satiny  golden  gray  gem 

example  of  this  popular  issue,  a coin  with  pale  pastel  highlights,  a 
sharp  strike  for  the  date,  with  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade.  Regarding  the  strike  of  the  present  coin,  it  is  easily  95%+ 
full  in  all  places;  the  Lange  reference  notes  that  “many  Mint  State 
coins  lack  a three-dimensional  horn,  this  being  either  quite  flat, 
or  lacking  altogether,”  but  not  so  on  the  present  com!  We  expect 
that  Buffalo  nickel  collectors  at  all  levels  of  expertise  will  sit  up 
and  take  notice  when  they  get  word  of  this  lustrous  beauty. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1926-D  Buffalo  50 

Boldly  Struck 


580  1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  golden  irides- 

cence on  both  sides.  A scarce  date  in  gem  grades,  and  rarer  yet 
with  the  bold  design  details  the  present  coin  displays.  As  David 
Lange  noted  about  this  date  in  his  reference  on  the  series,  “The 
majority  are  so  poorly  struck  as  to  render  them  undesirable  to  col- 
lectors. Gems  are  scarce  for  the  same  reason."  He  later  notes  that 
“Many  Mint  State  coins  lack  a three-dimensional  horn,  this  being 
either  t]uite  flat  or  lacking  altogether.”  None  of  those  caveats,  how- 
ever. apply  to  the  present  gem  (and  what  a gem  it  is).  The  horn 
here  is  full  and  round,  and  only  a faint  touch  of  weakness  at  the 
bison’s  head  and  shoulder  keeps  this  from  being  fully  struck  in  all 
places.  Only  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded 
finer  by  NGC,  but  we  can't  vouch  for  the  strike  on  those  speci- 
mens. We  can,  however,  vouch  for  the  quality  of  the  strike  on  the 
present  coin,  and  we  declare  it  nearly  perfect! 

NGC  Census:  19;  8 finer  (all  MS-66). 


Brilliant  and  Lustrous  1929-D  Buffalo  50 


581 


1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  silver  gray  with  pale 
pastel  highlights  amid  a sea  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re- 
verse. A nicely  struck  e.xample  ot  the  date,  with  just  a touch  ot 
weakness  at  the  hair  immediately  above  the  ribbon  on  the  obverse 
and  at  the  lower  part  of  the  bison's  shoulder  on  the  reverse.  David 
Lange  noted  that  this  date  is  very  rare  when  fully  struck,  and  wrote 
that  “some  Uncirculated  pieces  have  very  little  ot  the  horn  show- 
ing, the  head  being  not  much  more  than  an  undctined  mass.  It 
you  limit  an  “undetined  mass”  on  the  reverse  ofyoiir  1929-D  But- 
falo  nickel,  you'll  have  to  search  elsewhere-however,  ifyou  want  a 
nicely  struck  coin,  say  one  that  is  in  the  top  2()'K)  or  so  where  strike 
is  concerned,  then  the  present  coin  is  for  you. 
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Beautitul  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  Nickel 


582  1937  Prool-67  (PCGS).  A blaziiigly  bright  and  lustrous  gem  Proof 

IkilTalo  nickel  ot  the  highest  order,  aesthetically  pleasing  and  sharply 
rendered.  A superb  choice  for  a Proof  date  set  or  a truly  impres- 
sive. 


HALF  DIMES 

An  extensive  selection  of  silver  half  dimes  are  offered  in  our  Clas- 
sics Sale,  beginning  with  an  impressive  example  of  the  1794  setting 
the  stage  for  many  highlights  to  follow  (with  the  history  of  the  early 
Mint  in  mind,  be  sure  to  study  the  copper  1794  half  dime  offered  in 
the  pattern  section  of  this  sale).  Following  the  early  issues  we  present 
choice  Mint  State  examples  of  1796  and  1797,  gem  Seated  Liberty 
issues  ot  1837,  1840,  1852-0,  1856  and  others,  both  as  circulation 
strikes  and  in  Proof  format.  All  halt  dime  photographs  are  2x. 


583 


584 


Certified  gem  Buffalo  nickel  trio;  ☆ 1937  MS-67  (ICG)  ☆ 1938- 
I)  MS-67  (ICG)  ☆ 1938-D/D  MS-66  (PCGS).  All  are  lustrous 
with  a touch  of  pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  with 
strong  lustre  and  eye  appeal  to  match.  A choice,  lightly  circulated 
example  of  one  of  the  best  known  “error”  coins  in  American  nu- 
mismatics-countless non-collectors  are  also  familiar  with  our  fa- 
mous three-legged  friend,  probably  due  to  advertising  campaigns 
in  the  1950s,  mainly  ads  that  appeared  on  the  back  cover  of  comic 
books  and  other  periodicals  of  that  era.  A great  collector  coin  m 
an  equally  great  grade. 


Impressive  Choice  AU  1794  Half  Dime 


585  1794  Logan  McCloskey-3.  Valentine-3.  Rarity-4.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  centers  give  way  to  deeper  golden 
gray  and  steel  blue  at  the  rims.  A choice  example  of  Flowing  Hair 
half  dime  coinage  from  the  first  of  just  two  years  of  the  design 
type.  A lovely  coin  overall,  free  of  detracting  marks  and  choice 
where  visual  impact  is  concerned.  One  of  7,756  half  dimes  (face 
value:  $387.80)  struck  featuring  designer-engraver  Robert  Scot’s 
famous  Flowing  Hair  design,  and  a type  that  is  always  in  demand 
in  all  grades.  Choice  AU  specimens  such  as  this  are  high  atop 
many  want  lists. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1796  Half  Dime 
Among  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


586  1796  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium 

silver  gray  with  some  proofiike  refiectivitv'  that  lends  a mild  yet  \a- 
sually  appealing  cameo  contrast  to  the  coin.  Sharply  struck  wath  vir- 
tually all  design  elements  crisp  and  clear,  including  the  e.igle's  feath- 
ers and  head  details.  The  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust.  Sm.ill  E.igle 
design  combination.  A fairly  scarce  variew  (and  date  overall),  esjx-- 
cially  so  in  Mint  State;  NGC  has  certified  just  two  examples  of  the 
date  at  the  present  grade,  and  only  ihnr  specimens  finer, 

Oiisiis:  2;  I'lnor  fiiu-st) 
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Important  1797  Half  Dime 
15  Stars  Variety 


Choice  PCGS  MS-64 


587  1797  LM-1,  V-2.  Rarity-3. 15  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly 

lustrous  specimen  with  rich  rose  and  lilac  iridescence  in  abundance; 
the  lustre  is  strong,  unbroken  on  the  high  points,  supporting  the 
assigned  grade.  Struck  from  repeatedly  clashed  dies  with  some  light- 
ness at  the  center  of  the  design  elements,  as  often  seen  for  the  date 
and  design  type.  Among  the  top  five  examples  of  the  date  certified 
by  PCGS,  two  at  the  MS-64  level,  and  three  finer.  The  present 
coin  will  be  an  attractive  and  welcomed  addition  to  any  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Lustrous  Choice  AU  1800  Half  Dime 


588  1800  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  lilac -gray 

with  strong  underlying  lustre,  and  nicely  struck  for  the  type  as  well. 
Not  particularly  rare  as  a date,  but  nonetheless  scarce  in  AU  or 
finer.  No  extraneous  marks  are  present  to  the  unaided  eye,  and 
the  overall  quality  is  choice  within  the  assigned  grade.  The  present 
catalogue  is  awash  with  great  early  type  coins  such  as  this,  repre- 
senting prizes  for  the  alert  and  astute  among  our  bidders. 


Nice  EF  1805  Half  Dime 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


589  1805  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (NGC).  Deep  silver  gray  with 

lilac  highlights.  Some  faint  marks  are  present,  no  doubt  picked  up 
during  its  short  stay  in  circulation,  though  none  of  them  are  over- 


bearing in  appearance,  and  they  are  mentioned  solely  for  accuracy. 
The  final  date  of  the  type,  and  the  final  half  dime  issue  until  the 
Capped  Bust  type  of  1829.  Currently  the  only  EF-45  specimen  of 
the  date  certified  by  NGC;  they  have  only  graded  four  examples 
finer,  none  of  those  in  Mint  State. 

NGC  Census:  1;  4 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Gorgeous  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 


590  1837  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  A sharp  and  ap- 

pealing gem  of  the  finest  order,  a coin  that  will  immediately  draw 
your  attention  and  your  praise  from  the  very  first  glance.  From  a 
deteriorating  state  of  the  dies  with  large  crumbling  cuds  attached 
to  Liberty’s  pole  arm  and  her  shin  below.  Only  two  examples  of 
this  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  and  we  can  easily  see 
why.  Simply  beautiful. 

NGC  Census;  1 1 ; 2 finer  (MS-68  ☆ finest). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 


591  1837  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-65  (NGC).  Small  Date,  Flat- 

Topped  1 . Bright  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  rich  gold  at  the  rims. 
A sharply  struck  coin  in  the  finer  details,  though  a hint  of  weak- 
ness is  noted  at  AL  m HALF  on  the  reverse.  A die  chip  atop  the 
first  A of  AMERICA  has  formed  a cud  there  that  connects  that 
letter  to  the  dentils,  as  well  as  a die  crack  that  extends  to  the  wreath 
below.  An  issue  that  is  a perennial  favorite  with  type  collectors  and 
half  dime  specialists  alike,  always  desirable  in  gem  Mint  State,  and 
always  certain  to  draw  strong  bidding  activity. 

Reverse  die  alignment  about  200°. 
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Attractive  1840  No  Drapery  Half  Dime 

Satiny  Gem  Mint  State 


592  1840  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  rolls  warmly 

across  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  gem  half  dime  from  the  early  days 
of  the  design  type.  ILich  blue,  gold,  and  sea  green  iridescence  graces 
the  virtually  pristine  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  save  for  a hint  of weak- 
ness at  the  obverse  periphery  that  affects  a few  stars  and  Liberty’s 
foot.  A lovely  gem! 


Gem  Mint  State  1840  Half  Dime 

Scarce  With  Drapery  Type 


593  1840  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  A sharp  and  gorgeous  half  dime. 

The  obverse  is  warm  gold  with  a burst  of  bright  electric  blue  be- 
low the  date,  while  the  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  with  in- 
tense gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue  concentric  halos  toward  the 
rim  (this  toning  appears  to  be  the  sort  that  was  imparted  by  long- 
time display  in  an  old  Wayte  Raymond  or  similar  coin  board  from 
decades  ago).  The  1840  half  dime  with  drapery  details  at  Liberty's 
elbow  was  only  coined  for  a short  period  late  in  December  1840, 
and  the  design  type  makes  up  only  a tiny  proportion  of  the  half 
dime  mintage  of  the  date.  For  the  record,  NGC  has  only  graded 
four  e.xamples  of  the  type  in  grades  finer  than  that  presented  here. 
We  suggest  the  present  coin  is  not  in  need  of  improvement  or  up- 
grade, and  will  make  a splendid  addition  to  your  collection. 

NC'iC'  Census:  7;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Choice  Uncirculated  1842-0  Half  Dime 


594  1842-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lustrous  gem  with  splashes 

of  lively  gold  and  rose  toning.  Flatness  at  the  top  of  Liberty’s  head 
and  at  the  bow  on  the  reverse  wreath  are  seen  here,  not  an  unusual 
happenstance  for  the  date;  the  balance  of  the  design  elements  are 
bold  and  crisp.  A rarity  in  Mint  State,  even  more  so  when  choice; 
PCGS  has  only  certified  five  examples  of  the  date  in  a higher  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  an  early  state  of  the  obverse,  repunching  noted  within  upper  loop  of  8 
and  also  within  upper  curve  of  2;  the  artifact  within  the  2 faded  rapidly  from  the 
die  and  is  seldom  seen. 


Impressive  1849/8/6  Half  Dime 

Gorgeous  Gem  Uncirculated 
Among  the  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


595  1849/8/6  Overdate.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  silver  sur- 

faces glow  warmly  with  attractive  champagne  toning.  Sharply  struck 
from  lightly  clashed  dies,  with  moderately  heavy  die  cracks  noted 
on  the  reverse  (see  below).  The  underlyingjumble  of  numerals  is 
plainly  seen  under  low  magnification,  with  the  remnants  of  the  6 
strong  below  the  9,  and  with  the  curve  of  the  8 plainly  displayed  to 
the  right  of  the  9.  Among  the  finest  e.xamples  of  the  date  certified 
by  NGC;  they  have  graded  only  one  example  finer.  A great  op- 
portunity for  half  dime  specialists. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

The  reverse  displays  a network  of  die  cracks  that  suggests  the  die  used  to 
strike  the  present  coin  did  not  see  much  service  after  this  particular  press  run. 
Cracks  run  from  the  rim  at  1:00,  3:00,  6:00,  8:00,  and  10:00,  each  of  them 
reaching  to  the  denomination  at  various  places,  and  each  of  them  taking  erratic 
turns  throughout  much  of  the  reverse  legend  as  well. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1849-0  Half  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


596  1849-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  pale  golden  gray  specimen  with 

rolling  lustre  under  pale  champagne  highlights,  and  with  bursts  of 
silver  brightness  in  the  protected  regions.  A tiny  pale  violet  toning 
spot  is  noted  between  the  4 and  9 in  the  date.  A nicely  struck  coin, 
but  from  lightly  and  repeatedly  clashed  dies.  Truly  rare  in  Mint 
State,  Breen  referred  to  this  date  as  one  that  was  “usually  found  in 
low  grades”  despite  a sizeable  mintage  for  the  date  and  era  of 
140,000  pieces.  No  doubt  most  of  that  mintage  quickly  entered 
the  eternal  dance  between  the  pockets  of  consumers  and  the  cof- 
fers of  merchants  in  the  day-to-day  commercial  hustle  and  bustle 
of  mid-19th  century  New  Orleans.  One  of  only  nine  examples  of 
the  date  called  MS-64  by  PCGS,  with  none  certified  finer.  Such  a 
large  opportunity  in  such  a small  package! 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 

On  the  reverse,  a small  die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  at  2:00  through  the  M 
in  AMERICA  before  joining  the  leaves  below  that  letter,  while  another  crack 
runs  from  the  rim  at  9:00  and  grazes  the  right  side  of  the  T in  UNITED,  then 
crosses  the  wreath  before  lightly  terminating  at  the  upper  serif  of  the  D in  DIME. 

Underrated  1852-0  Half  Dime  Rarity 


597  1852-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  lustre  is  tempered  by  smoky 

lilac  toning  on  the  frosty  and  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  sharply  struck 
half  dime.  Long  recognized  by  specialists  in  the  series  as  a rarity  in 
Mint  State,  the  1852-0  half  dime  is  much,  much  rarer  than  its 
mintage  of  260,000  coins  indicates.  It  is  thought  that  some  of  the 
mintage  was  probably  melted  the  following  year  when  the  weight 
was  changed  and  arrows  were  added  at  the  date.  Also  worth  not- 
ing is  the  fact  that  these  tiny  “picayunes”  were  avidly  circulated  in 
New  Orleans,  doing  pocket-change  service  for  years  after  their 
release  from  the  mint.  Only  one  specimen  of  the  date  has  been 
graded  finer  by  PCGS,  another  indicator  ofjust  how  rare  this  date 
is  in  gem  condition  such  as  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


598  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a hint  of  golden 

toning,  and  sharply  struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies.  A scarce  date 
in  Mint  State,  especially  when  choice. 

Superb  Gem  Mint  State  1856  Half  Dime 


599  1856  MS-67  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  show  a broad  ar- 

ray of  rich  pastel  iridescence.  Some  striking  weakness  is  present  at 
Liberty’s  head,  a situation  that  is  not  uncommon  for  this  date,  yet 
still  a pleasing  coin  in  all  other  regards.  Above  MS-66,  the  census 
for  this  date  drops  dramatically;  the  present  coin  is  one  ofjust 
three  examples  of  the  date  at  the  assigned  grade,  with  just  one  speci- 
men receiving  a finer  grade  from  NGC.  A coin  of  this  impres- 
sive quality  deserves  a home  in  a well-formed  collection. 

NGC  Census;  3;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Gem  Uncirculated  1856  Half  Dime 


600  1856  MS-66  (NGC).  A splendid  little  silver  gray  gem  with  in- 

tense lustre  and  a wealth  of  pastel  iridescence  on  its  satiny  surfaces. 
A classic  case  of  a common  date  in  an  uncommon  grade;  NGC  has 
only  certified  four  1856  half  dunes  in  finer  grades  than  the  present 
coin.  Sharp  and  attractive,  a coin  that  will  at  once  enthrall  your 
sense  of  aesthetics  and  appeal  to  your  innate  desire  to  own  tine 
numismatic  items. 

NGC  Census:  33;  4 finer  (MS-68  finest). 
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601  1856  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty  and  highly  lustrous  beauty  with 

pale  champagne  toning  highlights  evenly  dispersed  on  the  coin’s 
satiny  surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  the  date,  with  the  dentils  on 
both  sides  forming  a concave  shelf  rather  than  a circle  of  indi- 
vidual dentils;  most  ot  the  central  details  are  sharp  and  crisp,  how- 
ever. 

Gem  Proof  1869  Half  Dime 


602  1869  Proof-66  (NGC).  Rich  rose,  peach,  and  electric  blue  irides- 

cence enhance  the  reflective  fields  and  frosty  motifs  of  this  gem  Proof 
half  dime.  One  of 600  Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  Of  the  Proofs  of  the 
date  certified  by  NGC,  just  seven  have  been  graded  finer.  All  this 
points  to  a great  coin  that  will  attract  strong  bidding  interest. 

NGC  Census:  12;  7 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


DIMES 

Our  presentation  of  Lfnited  States  10-cent  pieces  begins  with  early 
issues  including  a rarely  seen  Gem  Mint  State  example  of  1807.  Many 
Mint  State  rarities  follow,  highlighted  by  a gem  1820  of  the  early 
series,  a choice  Mint  State  1842-0,  and  gem  e.xamples  of  1845,  1859, 
and  1863  highlighting  the  Liberty'  Seated  series.  Barber  dimes  com- 
prise a few  Gem  Proofs,  while  the  Mercury  series  offers  a nice  col- 
lector-grade 1916-D,  a gem  Mint  State  1924-D  from  the  Eliasberg 
Collection,  and  an  extraordinary  Poof-69  issue  of  1942  to  name  a 
few.  An  e.xample  of  the  popular  transitional  error  1965  dime  struck 
on  a silver  planchet  brings  up  the  rear,  and  finishes  the  10-cent  offer- 
ing with  a bang. 


603  1798/7  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  Overdate.  16  Stars.  VF-20. 

Nice  .silver  gray  surfaces  show  old  toning  in  golden  rose  and  blue. 
Choice  for  the  grade  with  few  significant  marks,  though  some  cen- 
tral striking  weakness  is  most  notable  on  the  reverse  (which  also 
produced  quarter  eagles).  A toning  spot  on  Liberty’s  shoulder  iden- 
tifies this  as  the  Norweb  coin.  Die  crack  on  reverse  at  left  base  of  tail 
to  rim.  A superb  coin  in  this  grade  range,  a most  desirable  collector 
coin  with  as  splendid  a pedigree  as  one  could  ever  hope  for. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  ’ssale  of  the  Norweb  Collec- 
tion, October  1987,  Part  I,  Lot  394.  Earlier,  purchased  by  Albert  Holden 
from  Elmer  Sears  in  October  1909.  The  original  Norweb  lot  ticket  accompa- 
nies this  lot. 

Choice  EF-45  1800  Dime 


604  1800  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep  lilac-gray  with  nice 

underlying  lustre,  a minimum  of  marks,  and  a strike  that  falls  just 
short  of  “sharp”  for  the  date.  One  of  just  a baker’s  dozen  of  ex- 
amples of  the  date  certified  at  EF-45  or  finer  by  PCGS.  but  more 
importantly  one  of  the  very  finest  known  of  this  variety',  the  rarer 
of  the  two  die  combinations  for  the  date.  The  finest  is  the  superb 
gem  Menjou-Bareford  coin,  with  the  JR  book  noting  that  “true 
EF-4()  specimens  are  rare”  and  fewer  than  halfa  dozen  Mint  State 
examples  are  known.  For  a modest  investment,  this  coin  repre- 
sents a great  deal  of  value  in  terms  of  both  absolute  raritv.  hivtori- 
cal  interest,  and  superb  aesthetic  appeal. 
l*C'(iS  I'opuUttoii  K*  finer  Itiu  M^ 
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Rare  1801  Dime  Variety 

JR-2,  Rarity-5 


605  1801  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deep  steel  gray  with  navy 
blue  highlights.  Nicely  struck  in  all  places  and  thoroughly  appeal- 
ing as  such.  A date  that  Breen  suggested  would  usually  be  found  in 
low  grades;  this  EF-40  coin  is  well  above  the  average  grade  for  the 
date  as  a whole.  Additionally,  this  variety  is  by  a significant  margin 
the  rarer  of  the  two  die  pairings  of  this  year-JR-1  dimes  are  twice 
as  common  as  JR-2  dimes,  with  the  JR  book  suggesting  that  this 
variety  is  “very  hard  to  locate  above  F-12.”  Though  low  grade 
specimens  can  be  found  with  only  a little  looking,  a .specimen  as 
lovely  and  sharp  as  this  one  would  be  a challenge  to  improve  upon. 
This  piece  will  no  doubt  thrill  dedicated  specialists  in  this  fasci- 
nating series. 

NGC  Census:  3;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

606  Certified  dime  selection  consisting  of  several  types:  ☆ 1805 
JR-2.  4 Berries.  VG-8  (AN ACS)  ☆ 1827  JR-4.  VF-35  (ANACS) 
☆ 1837  No  Stars.  VF-30  (ANACS)  ☆ 1838  EF-45  (NGC)  ☆ 1891 
MS-61  (NGC)  ☆ 1892  MS-63  (NGC)  ☆ 1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-64 
FSB  (ANACS).  All  show  varying  degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  7 pieces) 


Gem  Uncirculated  1807  Dime 
Among  the  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


607  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  gem 

with  warm  golden  toning  highlights,  a generally  pleasing  example 
of  the  only  variety  known  for  the  date.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date, 
with  much  sharper  details  in  all  places  than  is  typically  seen  on 
1807  dimes.  Coins  of  this  cjuality,  carefully  selected  and  well  cared 
for,  form  the  centerpiece  of  a superb  type  set-the  inclusion  of  nice 
early  type  raises  the  quality  of  an  entire  collection.  The  present 
example  is  ideal  for  an  advanced  connois.seur. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2 finer  (both  MS-66). 


Gem  Mint  State  1820  Dime 

JR-11,  Rarity-3 


(2x  photo) 


608  1820  JR-11.  Rarity-3.  Large  0.  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty-  me- 

dium gray  specimen  with  lively  underlying  lustre  and  grand  over- 
all eye  appeal.  A nicely  struck  coin  that  is  sharp  in  all  but  a few 
places.  Superb  quality  for  the  date  or  type,  a coin  which  could  be 
the  source  of  immense  pride  for  the  lucky  winning  bidder. 


609  1825  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lively,  lovely  reflective 

dime  with  an  overall  appearance  that  resembles  a Proof  at  first 
glance.  Frosty  motifs  and  reflective  fields  show  warm  golden  high- 
lights. Nicely  struck  in  all  places,  and  worthy  of  a competitive  bid. 


Choice  Mint  State  1832  Dime 


610 


611 


1832  JR-3.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  gray  with 
bold  underlying  lustre  and  plentiful  pastel  iridescence.  Sharply 
struck  and  devoid  of  marks  of  consequence,  a very  desirable  coin 
for  the  grade  level. 


1838-0  No  Stars.  AU-55  (NGC).  Rich  golden  gray  with  a speck- 
ling of  deep  gold  and  plenty  of  underlying  lustre.  Struck  in  New 
Orleans  from  leftover  No  Stars  dies  of  the  previous  year;  the  Phila- 
delphia issue  of  the  date  had  the  new  obverse  die  with  13  stars  at 
the  periphery,  which  would  not  make  an  appearance  in  New  Or- 
leans until  the  1839  coinage  began.  Always  popular  in  the  finer 
circulated  grades. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1838  Dime 

Partial  Drapery 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


612  1838  Partial  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  some- 

what retlective  fields  form  the  backdrop  for  rich  gold  and  lilac 
toning  highlights.  Sharply  struck  with  even  the  finest  design  ele- 
ments boldly  represented.  A gorgeous  example  of  a popular  vari- 
ety, one  for  which  the  known  quantity  of  Mint  State  specimens 
drops  dramatically  above  MS-63  grade.  The  present  coin  is  one  of 
just  /it'f’  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-63  or  finer  by  PCGS.  An 
unusually  well  preserved  example  of  this  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Choice  Uncirculated  1842-0  Dime 

Medium  O Mintmark 


Lustrous  Gem  1845  Dime 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


614  1845  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  surfaces  with  strong  underly- 

ing lustre  and  a rich  overlay  of  pale  champagne  iridescence.  A nicely 
struck  example  of  the  date,  with  even  the  tiniest  of  die  details 
present  and  accounted  for,  a lovely  gem  that  is  no  doubt  destined 
to  become  a prized  highlight  of  a dime  or  type  coin  collection. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

A reverse  die  crack  extends  from  the  rim  at  6:00  upward  through  the  bow 
and  ribbon,  the  field,  and  the  denomination  before  terminating  in  the  leaves 
above  the  N in  ONE. 


613  1842-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of warm 

golden  toning  at  the  obverse  rim,  and  with  a pale  sheen  of  cham- 
pagne on  the  reverse.  A very  rare  date  in  Mint  State  despite  a large 
mintage  ofjust  over  two  million  pieces;  undoubtedly  nearly  every 
dime  struck  at  New  Orleans  in  1842  went  immediately  into  cir- 
culation in  the  Crescent  City  area.  In  his  reference  on  the  series, 
Brian  Greer  called  this  date  Rmty-7  in  Mint  State,  noting  at  the 
same  time  that  this  Medium  C")  issue  is  “Weakly  struck  at  the  head, 
foot,  and  breast.  The  bow  knot,  central  portions  of  the  leaves  and 
letters  within  the  legend  are  also  usually  weak,”  concluding  that 
"soft  strikes  make  this  date  one  of  the  most  challenging  dates  in 
the  series  to  locate  in  attractive  EF  or  better."  The  present  speci- 
men IS  nicely  struck  in  all  areas  save  for  some  slight  weakness  at  the 
center  of  Liberty’s  head-the  hair  is  “all  there,”  just  slightly  weak 
m places,  and  the  reverse  is  of  equal  sharpness.  Those  seeking  an 
extraordinary  example  of  this  date  need  to  look  no  further. 

PCGS  Populjiion:  3;  1 finer  (MS-64). 


Mint  State  1847  Dime 

The  Eliasberg  Coin 
Date  Overlaps  Base  Variety 


615  1847  MS-61  (PCGS).  Date  overlaps  base  of  rock  above  (Greer- 

101  Deep  golden  gray  highlights  with  lustre  in  abun- 

dance beneath.  Nicely  struck  and  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade. 
The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin,  though  not  plated  in  that  catalogue. 
This  variety  is  much  more  elusive  than  others  of  the  date,  espe- 
cially so  in  Mint  State.  Only  a handful  of  1847  dimes  of  any  variety 
have  been  called  Mint  State  by  PCGS,  a fact  worth  weighing  when 
considering  the  present  scarce  variety  for  your  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  9 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Greer-101. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mcrena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  ILLL 
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Important  Gem  Uncirculated  1849-0  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

616  1849-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  golden  gray  with  gun- 

metal-blue  and  lilac  highlights  that  vary  in  intensity.  A scarce  and 
underappreciated  date  when  found  in  Mint  State,  which  is  not  of- 
ten, by  the  way!  Of  the  300,000  examples  of  the  date  struck,  very 
few  (if  any)  were  iiilcntknially  saved  for  today’s  collectors,  as  they 
were  few  and  far  between  m the  1840s  in  America.  NGC  has  cer- 
tified just  one  other  example  of  the  issue  at  MS-64,  as  here,  with 
none  graded  finer.  Nicely  struck  save  for  some  lightness  at  star  6 
and  the  top  of  Liberty’s  head.  A splendid  coin  for  the  grade,  one 
that  will  no  doubt  afford  its  new  owner  much  pride  of  ownership. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Reverse  cracked  from  rim  to  wreath  at  2:00,  4:00,  and  6:30. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Liberty  Seated  Dime 


617  1859  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  aura  of  pale  champagne  graces  the 

frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  of  this  sharp  and  lovely  gem  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  dime.  Definitely  cameo  in  appearance,  though  the 
holder  does  not  make  note  of  that.  One  of  800  Proofs  of  the  date 
produced  in  this  calendar  year  only  the  second  year  that  the  mint 
sold  Proofs  to  the  general  coin— collecting  public.  It  seems  surpris- 
ing that  a fragile  Proof  coin  could  survive  the  intervening  years  so 
beautifully,  but  the  present  specimen  offers  superlative  visual  ap- 
peal even  for  this  lofty  grade  level. 

NGC  Census:  27;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (l’roof-68  finest). 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1863  Dime 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


618  1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  example  of  the  date, 

nicely  struck  and  wholly  prooflike  in  appearance  with  an  array  of 
pale  pastel  blue  and  rose  on  the  satiny  devices  and  mirrorlike  fields. 
Gne  of  only  14,000  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  and 
one  of  the  finest  known  specimens  to  descend  down  to  today’s 
collecting  community  from  that  scant  mintage.  Indeed,  Walter 
Breen  suggested  that  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  are  much  rarer 
than  Proofs  of  the  date.  One  of  two  examples  of  the  date  called 
MS-66  by  PCGS,  with  no  specimens  graded  finer.  A significant 
Mint  State  rarity,  one  that  would  please  any  dedicated  collector  of 
this  popular  series. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


619  1875  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty  and  brilliant  gem  with  eye  appeal 

that  befits  the  assigned  grade.  Nicely  struck  for  a date  that  fre- 
quently comes  flat  at  Liberty’s  head  and  various  places  in  the  re- 
verse wreath;  none  of  those  shortcomings  appear  here.  Only  half  a 
dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  in  finer  grades  by 
NGC. 

NGC  Census:  37;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 

Popular  1885-S  Dime  Rarity 


620  1885-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Deep  silver  gray  with  golden  highlights 

and  a decent  amount  of  lustre  still  present.  A few  scattered  marks 
are  noted,  souvenirs  of  its  stay  in  circulation,  but  none  of  them  are 
harsh  enough  to  merit  individual  mention.  From  a mintage  for 
the  date  of  43,690  pieces,  most  of  which  saw  a long  stay  in  the 
channels  of  San  Francisco's  commerce,  thus  accounting  for  the 
rarity  of  the  date  in  EF  or  finer.  Breen  noted  that  this  date  is  t\'pi- 
cally  “in  low  grades,  planchets  often  rough,"  but  the  present  com 
is  finer  than  those  Breen  singled  out.  For  the  record,  NC!C  has 
graded  just  28  examples  of  the  date  at  EF-45  or  finer,  which  serves 
to  highlight  the  scarcity  of  the  date  in  grades  across  the  condition 
spectrum.  A fine  opportunits'.  indeed! 

NGC  Census:  3;  2,S  finer  (MS-6.S  finest). 
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621  1891  Proof-65  (NGC).  A largely  brilliant  gem  cameo  Proof 

(though  cameo  is  not  noted  on  the  holder)  with  a hint  of  pale 
golden  toning.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  go  easy  on  the  eye, 
forming  strong  contrast  on  this  lovely  dime  from  the  final  year  of 
the  design  type. 


622  1896  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  A beautiful  gem  Proof  Barber 

dime  by  any  standards.  The  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  enjoy  a 
hint  of  rich  golden  toning.  One  of  762  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 
Definitely  gem  quality  all  the  way. 


623  1901  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  just  a modicum  of 

pale  champagne  on  the  devices.  Sharp  and  appealing. 


624  1907  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  example  of  the 

date,  a coin  that  explodes  with  intense  rainbow  iridescence  on 
frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Bold  shades  of  iridescent  pink, 
sea  green,  and  rose  adorn  the  obverse,  with  fiery  yellow,  gold,  and 
crimson  in  control  of  the  reverse.  One  of  only  575  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck,  the  sixth  lowest  Proof  production  figure  in  the  design 
type.  A beautiful  cameo,  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  holder. 
Simply  gorgeous. 


625  1914  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  extraordinarily  lovely  cameo  Proof 

example  of  the  date,  though  the  cameo  status  is  not  mentioned  on 
the  holder  (this  may  h.ive  been  graded  before  the  advent  of  the 
cameo  nomenclature).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  frosty  motifs  and 
mirror  fields.  Every  bit  the  coin  the  grade  proclaims  it  to  be! 


Classic  1916-D  Mercury  Dime  Rarity 


626  1916-D  Mercury.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  a 

touch  of  gold  on  the  high  points.  A most  pleasing  example  of  the 
date,  a coin  with  surfaces  that  are  devoid  of  all  but  the  faintest  of 
disturbances.  A desirable  rarity  from  the  first  year  of  Adolph 
Weinman’s  Winged  Head  of  Liberty  or  “Mercury”  dime  design 
type.  Just  264,000  .specimens  were  struck,  and  problem-free  ex- 
amples of  the  issue  are  always  in  demand  regardless  of  grade;  even 
a nice  Good-4  or  VG-8  example  would  have  its  own  cadre  of  strong 
supportive  bidders.  The  present  VF-35  coin  is  a lovely  coin  for  the 
grade,  and  will  appeal  to  those  collectors  who  seek  a high  quality 
but  light  circulated  example  of  this  classic. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1917-D  Dime 
Full  Split  Bands 


627  1917-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Incredibly  deep  fiery  sunset  hues  of 

orange,  peach,  violet,  rose,  and  gold  explode  on  the  satiny,  highly 
lustrous  surfaces  of  this  sharp  and  appealing  gem.  About  as  nice  as 
they  come  in  a PCGS  holder;  that  firm  has  certified  just  a half 
dozen  examples  of  the  date  in  a finer  grade.  If  you  enjoy  rich  and 
vivid  toning  highlights  on  your  coins,  it  will  suit  you  well  to  cast 
an  appreciative  glance  in  the  direction  of  this  stunning  Mercury 
dime. 

PCGS  Population:  25;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  F13). 

Gem  Mint  State  1924-D  Dime 

The  Eliasberg  Coin 


628  1924-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Sultry  champagne  highlights  on 

lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  A streak  of  warmer  gold  toning  crosses 
Liberty’s  cheek.  A sharply  struck  gem,  one  that  defines  the  overall 
quality  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Lavus  E.  Elias- 
berg, Sr.  Collection,  .May  1996,  Lot  I.I.I4. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1926-D  Mercury  Dime 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

629  1926-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  vibrant  lustre  be- 

neath a pale  sheen  of  golden  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  thor- 
oughly appealing  in  all  respects;  try  as  you  might,  your  unaided 
eye  won't  detect  a mark  on  this  lovely  gem  Mercury  dime.  One  of 
just  six  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-66  FB  by  NGC,  with  none 
graded  finer  by  that  firm.  A significant  opportunity  for  the  Mer- 
cury dime  enthusiast. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


Exemplary  Proof  1942  Dime 

Finer  Than  Any  Certified  by  NGC  or  PCGS 


630  1942  Proof-69  (NGC).  A superbly  mirrored  gem  Proofwith  rich 

and  intense  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck  and 
chock  full  of  eye  appeal— if  it  was  up  to  us  we’d  give  it  that  final 
grading  point,  for  it  is  simply  that  close  to  absolute  perfection. 
The  present  coin  represents  not  only  the  finest  specimen  of  the 
date  available  in  an  NGC  holder,  but  also  a coin  that  is,  quite  liter- 
ally, the  finest  certified  by  any  major  third-party  grading  service! 
Working  on  a “top  of  the  pop”  certified  Mercury  dime  set?  You’ll 
never  complete  the  task  without  the  present  coin  in  your  told! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Very  Rare  Transitional  1965  Dime 

90%  Silver  Planchet 


631  1965  Struck  on  a silver  planchet.  MS-61  (NGC).  2.48  grams 

(according  to  encapsulation).  Nicely  reflective  brilliant  silver  gray 
surfaces  show  proofhke  appeal  on  the  obverse  with  some  subtle 
and  attractive  iridescence.  Reverse  is  flowlincd  and  fatigued  but 
fully  lustrous.  The  visual  appeal  far  outshines  the  assigned  grade, 
as  only  some  light  hairlines  could  be  noted  as  flaws.  This  speci- 
men is  one  of  the  nicest  examples  of  this  popular  transitional  error 
we  have  seen,  and  many  show  either  uneven  strikes  or  light  wear. 
A typical  specimen  is  AU  or  so.  An  important  and  popular  error, 
the  transitional  1965  silver  dimes  are  quite  rare  considering  that 
1964-dated  silver  coins  were  actually  struck  until  April  1966  by 
the  U.S.  Mint!  Transitional  errors  owe  their  popularity  in  large 
part  to  the  1943  copper  cents,  but  those  dated  1965  are  evidence 
of  the  most  significant  composition  change  in  American  coinage 
history.  This  high-quality  example  deserves  a premium  bid. 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 

The  short-lived  20d  denomination  is  always  an  exciting  issue  to 
contemplate.  Though  only  four  years  are  represented,  the  series  is 
diverse  in  the  challenges  that  it  offers  to  collectors.  From  the  rather 
commonplace  1875-S,  to  the  landmark  rarity  1876-CC,  and  from 
circulation  strikes  to  Proof-only  dates,  the  series  has  much  to  offer. 
In  cataloguing  the  Proofs  of  1877  and  1878  offered  below,  a couple 
of  our  numismatists  were  discussing  how  exciting  it  would  be  to  col- 
lect only  2()-cent  pieces,  including  the  pattern  issues,  of  course-here’s 
a suggestion  for  one  who  appreciates  a great  collecting  challenge!  With 
that  in  mind,  be  sure  to  take  a moment  to  study  the  interesting  20e 
patterns  offered  earlier  in  this  sale. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1876  200 


632  1876  Proof-63  Cameo  (NGC).  Pale  golden  liighlights  on  frosted 

motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Nicely  struck  and  appealing  at  many 
levels. 
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Choice  1877  Proof-Only  20^ 


633  1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frost\-  silver  devices  and  me- 

dium silver  gray  fields  form  a strong  and  attractive  cameo;  throw 
in  some  sky-blue  toning  and  the  dramatic  effect  increases  many 
fold.  One  oljust  350  Proofs  of  the  date  struck  without  attendant 
circulation  strikes  in  this,  the  penultimate  date  of  the  short-lived 
series. 


QUARTERS 

A Mint  State  1X05  quarter  dollar  leads  off  our  offering  and  nicely 
sets  the  stage  for  the  spectacular  rarities  to  come!  The  classic  1827/3 
Restrike  makes  an  appearance  in  our  sale,  as  does  a gem  Proof  ex- 
ample of  1833  from  the  Pittman  Collection-one  of  the  finest  look- 
ing Proof  early  quarters  this  writer  has  seen.  Rare  Liberty  Seated  is- 
sues arc  highlighted  by  a gem  Mint  State  1843-0  from  the  Eliasberg 
Collection,  and  numerous  other  pieces,  while  later  issues  include  a 
1927-S  in  choice  Mint  State.  A diverse  and  important  offering  of 
quarter  dollars. 


Another  1877  Proof-Only  20^ 


634  1877  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Sultry  golden  gray  surfaces  with  strong 

underlying  lustre.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

Choice  1878  Proof-Only  20^ 

Final  Date  in  the  Series 


635  1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A bright  pale  champagne  specimen  with 

pale  champagne  highlights  on  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields, 
tine  ot  600  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  without  attendant  circula- 
tion strikes,  in  the  final  year  of  the  series. 

A Second  Choice  Proof-Only  1878  200 


636  1878  Proof-63  (NGC).  Smoky  gray  mirrors  support  satiny  silver 

gray  motifs.  A pleasingly  attractive  coin  overall. 


Probable  Condition  Census  1805  B-4  250 


(2x  photo) 


637  1805  Browning-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Strong  silver  bril- 

liance, tempered  by  silver  gray  and  pale  gold  highlights,  combines 
with  a rich  bloom  of  lively  lustre,  the  overall  result  a choice  and 
delightfully  attractive  Draped  Bust  quarter.  Amazingly  free  of  all 
but  a few  tiny  marks,  making  for  a choice  coin  in  all  regards.  Nicely 
struck  in  most  places,  though  some  weakness  can  be  found  in  small 
areas,  as  frequently  seen  for  the  design  wpe.  Rare  in  choice  Mint 
State,  as  here-and  you  can  count  the  finer  specimens  graded  bv 
PCGS  on  one  hand. 

I’tX'.S  Population:  P;  .S  finer  (MS-tA  finest). 

This  variety,  railed  "very  rare"  hy  Breen,  is  almost  alss  as ' loiitid  ssell  ss  orii 
This  e.sample  is  likely  among  the  very  ftni'st  knossn  of  the  die  pair 
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Choice  AU  1805  Quarter 

Browning-4 


638  1805  B-4.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  deep  pewter  gray 

with  lovely  highlights  of  blue,  gold,  and  amber  with  abundant  lus- 
tre on  protected  areas  of  the  obverse  and  all  over  the  reverse.  Full 
of  eye  appeal,  a choice  coin  for  the  grade.  Some  flatness  of  strike  is 
noted  in  Liberty’s  hair,  eagle  fairly  well  defined  with  good  breast 
feathers  above  the  shield,  some  very  light  parallel  adjustment  marks 
are  most  notable  in  a northeast  to  southwest  diagonal  on  the  shield, 
no  serious  marks  or  flaws.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  encountered 
of  this  variety  (with  the  above  offered  specimen  also  a notable 
piece!)  close  in  quality  to  the  lovely  Norweb  coin,  finer  than  the 
Bergen  coin  (1979)  which  was  called  About  Extremely  Fine  and 
“presumed  to  be  among  the  finest  known.”  This  variety  is  easily 
discerned  by  the  C of  the  denomination  overlapping  the  eagle’s 
tail,  the  same  dies  were  used  to  produce  the  1806/5  overdate. 
Browning- 1.  Breen  called  this  variety  “very  rare,  usually  in  lower 
grades.”  Specialists  in  the  series  will  delight  in  this  lovely  high- 
grade  exception  to  that  rule. 


Choice  AU  1807  Quarter 

Double  Struck 

Heralded  As  “New  Variety”  in  1945  Boyd  Sale 


(2x  photo) 


639  1807  B-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  gray  with 

lighter  silver  gray  highlights  tempered  with  pale  rose  and  lilac  on 
the  obverse,  and  with  much  silver  and  gold  brightness  mingled 
with  pale  gunmetal-blue  on  the  reverse.  An  attractive  example  of 
the  final  date  in  the  design  type;  no  further  quarter  dollar  mintage 
would  be  forthcoming  from  the  Mint  until  the  1815-dated  Capped 
Bust  issue.  Beyond  the  superb  eye  appeal  ot  this  specimen,  this 
precise  coin  serves  as  an  interesting  historical  footnote  in  the  col- 
lecting of  early  quarters.  It  is  double  struck  in  collar  with  only  slight 
differentiation  between  strikes,  giving  the  date  and  stars  an  un- 
usual and  thin  appearance  that  led  Abe  Kosott  to  call  this  coin  a 
“new  variety”  in  his  cataloguing  ot  the  “World’s  Greatest  Collec- 
tion” sale  of  1945.  It  reappeared  in  B.  Max  Mehl’s  Kern  sale  also. 
An  historic,  technically  interesting,  and  beautitul  specimen  that 
would  be  a fine  addition  to  any  cabinet. 

From  Abe  KosofPs  sale  of  the  “World’s  Greatest  Collection  ’’  (F.C.C. 
Boyd),  April  1945,  Lot  30;  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the Jerome  Kern  Col- 
lection. May  1950,  Lot  1393.  Mentioned  in  the  Breen  update  of  the  Brown- 
ini’  work  on  page  48. 
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640  1818/5  B-1.  Rarity-2.  Overdatc.  EF-45.  Lively  lustre  remains, 

nearly  tiill  at  the  peripheries,  on  surfaces  toned  a splendid  array  of 


blue,  gold,  violet,  and  rich  silver  gray.  A beautiful  coin!  Some  softness 
of  strike  is  noted,  and  magnified  scrutiny  will  detect  a few  very  faint 
old  scratches  such  as  the  one  under  the  eagle’s  beak,  but  this  is  a very 
nice  specimen  of  the  date  or  variety  with  an  impeccable  provenance. 

Intermediate  die  state. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mercna,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Norweh  Col- 
lection, Part  II,  March  1988,  Lot  1524.  Earlier,  purchased  by  Allvn  Holden 
fromJ.lV.  Scott  & Co.  oti  October  26,  1908.  The  original  Norweb  lot 
ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Classic  1827/3  25^  Restrike  Rarity 

The  Rarest  Date  in  the  Series 


(2.x  photo) 


641  1827/3  B-2.  Rarity-6+.  Restrike.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the 

classic  rarities  in  the  American  silver  series  and  the  rarest  date  of  the 
denomination.  Even  silver  gray  with  some  subtle  blue  and  pale  golden 
iridescence  and  subdued  reflectivity  in  the  fields,  very  subdued  on 
the  heavily  rusted  reverse.  No  marks  are  present,  a fact  which  makes 
pedigree  rese.irch  difllcult,  and  only  some  very  light  hairlines  visible 
under  m.ignified  scrutiny.  The  strike  is  of  indifferent  quality,  similar 
to  the  other  known  restrikes  of  this  issue,  with  only  star  1 showing  a 
complete  center  and  the  top  two  stars  completely  flat.  The  striking 
quality,  surfaces,  and  the  presence  of  a tiny  planchet  fissure  directly 
behind  Liberty-’s  head  panillel  to  star  10  identify  this  as  the  Miles  coin, 
sold  in  1 060  by  Stack's  and  again  in  1 078  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy.  Struck 
from  a heavily  rusted  die  state,  probably  around  1876  according  to 
research  by  Karl  Moulton.  This  was  precisely  the  same  time  that  other 
famous  issues  were  being  restruck  for  collectors,  including  some  pat- 
terns and  the  famed  Glass  HI  1804  dollar. 

The  1827  quarter  is  the  ultimate  rarity  m the  quarter  series.  The 
Browning- 1 of  1827  is  the  original  Proof  emission,  the  issue  made 
famous  by  the  t.incitul  story  that  Joseph  Mickley  bought  four  of  the 
pi  or  so  struck  at  face  v.ilue  in  1827,  a talc  concocted  by  W Elliot 
Wo^nlward  The  1827  origin.ils,  all  of  which  are  Proofs,  are  the  single 


greatest  rarity  in  the  quarter  series,  a fact  that  spurred  the  creation  of 
this  restrike  from  the  original  obverse  die  (the  identical  die  to  the 
very  rare  1823/2  issue,  oddly  enough,  making  this  the  1827/3/2  quar- 
ter for  those  keeping  score  at  home!).  The  reverse  die  was  used  on 
the  1819  Browning-2  previously  and  resurrected  to  produce  this  re- 
strike.  Tw'o  very  different  types  of  restrikes  are  knowm,  as  there  are 
two  specimens  known  from  unrusted  dies  (both  of  which  are 
overstruck  on  cutdown  Draped  Bust  quarters,  incidentally)  and  the 
rest  known  from  rusted  dies  such  as  this  specimen.  The  rusted  die 
restrikes  include  both  silver  and  copper  pieces,  with  only  a few  cop- 
per ones  known  and  perhaps  a dozen  or  so  known  in  silver.  This 
piece  is  struck  from  heavily  rusted  dies,  with  the  incuse  pits  in  the 
surface  ot  the  die  manifesting  as  raised  lumps  on  the  coin-they  are 
only  notable  on  the  obverse  around  the  date  and  star  13  with  a few 
tinier  lumps  as  high  as  star  10,  but  on  the  reverse  the  die  rust  is  more 
pronounced  and  widespread.  A thin  die  crack  is  present  on  the  re- 
verse at  9:00  just  as  it  was  in  1819. 

The  offering  of  an  1827  Restrike  quarter  dollar  is  an  exciting 
and  unusual  opportunity.  The  case  of  Herbert  Bergen  is  instruc- 
tive-he  was  a dedicated  collector  of  early  quarters  and  the  purchaser 
ot  the  Waldo  Newcomer  quarter  dollar  collection.  He  achieved  an 
amazing  feat  by  assembling  88  of  the  90  known  varieties  of  early 
quarters  by  Browning  number,  a collection  that  was  brought  to  auc- 
tion by  Abner  Kreisberg  in  1979.  The  only  two  varieties  he  was  never 
able  to  purchase  were  the  two  from  1827;  he  used  the  word  “disap- 
pointed” to  describe  how  their  omission  made  him  feel.  Ironically 
enough,  the  copy  of  the  1969  Miles  catalogue  that  was  used  to  dis- 
cern the  pedigree  ot  this  coin  has  the  owner’s  name  inscribed  in  the 
front  cover-Herbert  M.  Bergen,  Fullerton,  California.  Mr.  Bergen’s 
bookmark  is  stiU  positioned  in  the  page  that  features  this  precise  1827 
Restrike  quarter,  perhaps  a bitter  reminder  to  future  collectors  that 
disappointment  lasts  a long  time. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  (Proof-66  finest).  Considering  the  well-docu- 
mented number  of  pieces  in  existence,  duplication  through  resubmission  seems  likely. 
NGC  has  certified  an  1827/3  Restrike  nine  times,  offering  grades  ranging  from 
Proof-61  to  66.  With  Breen’s  estimated  population  of  12  (with  some  known  dupli- 
cation among  his  list,  i.e.  counting  the  present  coin  twice)  and  Karl  Moulton’s  well- 
researched  estimate  of  no  more  than  15  specimens,  the  likelihood  that  there  are  22 
liiffemil  specimens,  as  the  certification  information  suggests,  is  about  nil. 

We  offer  our  gratitude  to  researcher  and  author  Karl  Moulton  for  his  assis- 
tance in  the  researching  the  pedigree  of  this  example. 

From  Abe  Kosoffs  sale  oj  the  Menjon  Collection  (from  the  Charles  1 1 'il- 
liams  Collection),  June  1 950,  Lot  697;  Abe  Koso(fs  sale  of  the  Edgar  Let’y 
Collection,  .May  1955,  Lot  20;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  R.L.  Miles  Collection, 
April  1969,  Lot  899;  Stack's  sale  of  September  1975,  Lot  182;  Paramount's 
sale  of  the  Lewis  Collection, July  1977,  Lot  255;  Bowers  and  Ruddy's  I9~8 
.-I.V.-I  Sale  of  the  Branigan  Collection,  .-Iiii>i(.<f  1978,  Lot  ~22;  RoR-rt 
Hughes'  sale  of  the  Off  Collection,  OctoR’r  1979;  Lt't  401;  Suf'erior's  ses- 
sion if  .Auction  '90,  .August  1990,  Lot  1075;  SiifH-rior's  sale  of  Felmiar)- 
1991,  Lot  1511;  Heritage's  2000  ASA  .Sale,  August  2(H)0,  Lot  ",s'4. 
,SufH'rior's  2002  .d.V.  l Sale, . Iin’ii.'f  2002,  H't  Sh2;  Boitrrs  and  Men  na  ’» 
2005  . liV.  l Sale,  . linjii.'f  2005,  Lot  II4~. 
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Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1831  Quarter 

Browning-2,  Rarity- 1 


(2x  photo) 


642  1831  B-2.  Rarity-1.  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  and 

extremely  lustrous  with  pale  silver  gray  iridescence  that  enlivens 
the  entire  coin.  A superb  gem  Mint  State  example  of  Capped  Bust 
quarter  dollar  coinage,  a com  imbued  with  strong  eye  appeal  and  a 
strike  that  takes  a back  seat  to  no  Capped  Bust  quarter  this  writer 
has  ever  seen;  every  tiny  detail  is  crisp  and  fully  struck  so  that, 
should  you  become  so  inclined  during  an  idle  moment,  you  could 
easily  count  the  tiny,  numerous  ringlets  that  compose  the  eagle’s 
talons!  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  tresses  are  also  boldly  accounted  for, 
strand  by  strand,  and  even  the  S-like  curlicue  inside  her  brooch  is 
plain  and  distinct.  An  exceptional  gem  coin  with  visual  appeal  and 
intangibles  that  easily  surpass  the  assigned  grade  level,  one  worthy 
of  a very  strong  bid  indeed. 

NGC  Census:  19;  4 finer  (all  MS-66).  We  do  not  know  how  many  of  the 
MS-65  and  finer  NGC-certified  coins  are  of  the  B-2  variety. 


The  Pittman  Proof  1833  B-1  Quarter 

Rarity-8 


(2x  photo) 


643  1833  B-1.  Rarity-8  as  a Proof.  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Bril- 

liant silver  gray  with  highly  reflective  fields  and  heavily  frosted 
devices  on  both  sides.  A simply  exquisite  Proof  quarter,  boldly 
struck  with  full  centers  on  all  stars  but  for  1 and  2,  with  star  13 
showing  flatness  in  its  bottom  half  The  rims  are  raised  and  crisp 
and  the  surface  quality  is  excellent-only  a few  very  light  and  widely 
scattered  hay  marks  keep  this  coin  from  a still  higher  grade.  The 
reverse  shows  several  lintmarks,  positioned  between  UN  of 
UNITED,  between  the  tops  of  ES  of  STATES,  and  between  the 
claw  and  C of  the  denomination.  A subtle  line  of  toning  at  the 
eagle’s  dexter  wing  tip  will  identify  this  otherwise  untoned  speci- 
men. The  only  other  recorded  Proof  specimen  of  the  Browning-1 
variety  is  the  Eliasberg  coin,  called  Proof-63  in  the  Eliasberg  sale 
and  presumably  represented  on  both  the  PCGS  and  NGC  certifi- 
cation statistics.  Breen  identified  two  Browning-1  Proofs,  the  Elias- 
berg coin  and  “another  seen  in  the  1950s’’  with  a muddled  pedi- 
gree chain  that  includes  several  pre-1930  appearances-Breen’s 
Proof  listings  rarely  named  Pittman  explicitly  though  he  some- 
times recorded  a Pittman  coin  and  sometimes  didn't.  His  census 
listing  for  Browning-2  is  more  full  of  questions  than  answers  (he 
fails  to  identify  a single  definite  Proof  specimen  from  those  dies), 
but  he  states  that  Wayte  Raymond  knew  of  four  Proof  1833  quar- 
ters in  total.  In  any  case,  it  appears  that  there  are  only  two  known 
Proofs  from  these  dies,  and  only  four  or  so  Proofs  of  this 
date  in  total.  An  extremely  rare  and  very  beautiful  early  Proof 
that  would  highlight  any  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer.  A single  non-cameo  l>roof-65  has  also  been 
certified,  though  based  on  the  rarity  of  this  issue  it  seems  likely  that  this  is  a 
duplicate  entry  for  this  coin  trom  before  the  era  ot  the  "cameo  designation. 
NGC  has  certified  a Prool  1833  quarter  on  three  occasions.  PCtiS  on  two  oc- 
casions (finest  is  Proof-65,  none  called  cameo). 

.Since  the  passing  ot  John  (ay  Pittman,  no  single  munismatist  has  picked  up 
the  gauntlet  as  the  ne.vt  great  collector  ot  early  Proots.  The  Proot  coinage  struck 
before  1858  (and  especially  before  the  advent  ot  steam  in  1836)  is  a tasematmg 
specialty,  though  clearly  not  to  which  everyone  may  aspire.  In  m.niy  years,  there 
are  three  or  four  known  Proof  specimens  of  any  given  denomination,  each  with 
splendid  provenances  stretching  back  a century  or  more.  Compared  to  other 
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equally  rare  coins,  the  market  values  of  some  such  items  seem  modest,  perhaps 
as  they  are  only  occasionally  included  in  date  sets  and  more  often  purchased  for 
placement  in  high  emi  ty  pe  sets  or  for  the  accounts  of  iin  estors.  A dedicated  and 
studious  numismatist  could  patiinitly  assemble  an  awe-inspiring  collection  of 
early  HriKils  that  would  easily  rival  Pittman’s  holdings  by  taking  advantage  of 
opportunities  such  as  this. 

f-roni  B.  Max  Mehl's  sak  of  the  Alletilnn^er  Collection,  March 
I94H,  Lot  894:  David  Akers  \’umismatics’  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman 
Collection,  May  1998,  Lot  1291. 


644  1834  B-lb.  Rarity-1.  AU-58.  Aii  exceptionally  lovely  coin,  ex- 

hibiting bold  cartwheel  lustre  and  resplendent  old  toning  in  shades 
of  blue  and  violet,  with  a rich  golden  nimbus  around  the  central 
obverse  device.  When  catalogued  by  Dave  Bowers  in  the  Norweb 
sale,  this  coin  was  called  “a  gorgeous  specimen  from  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint”  and  careful  stewardship  since  that  sale  15  years  ago  has 
made  this  statement  as  true  as  ever.  Nicely  struck  and  full  of  piz- 
zazz, this  coin  is  a surefire  highlight  in  a high-grade  type  set. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Norweb  Col- 
lection, Part  II,  March  1988,  Lot  1553.  Earlier  purchased  by  Albert  Holden 
from  J.  11.  Scott  & Co.  in  October  1908.  The  original  Norweb  lot  ticket 
accompanies  this  lot. 


Very  Rare  1836  Browning-4 

Finest  Known  of  the  Variety? 


645  1836  B-4.  Rarity-6.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with 

refiective  fields  and  pleasing  deep  golden  toning  just  inside  the 
rims,  most  notably  atop  the  head  of  Liberty.  A beautiful  specimen 
for  the  assigned  grade,  with  frosted  devices  giving  the  coin  a near- 
cameo appearance,  some  very  light  marks  and  a few  stray  hairlines 
are  all  that  keeps  this  coin  from  a higher  designation.  Boldly  struck 
with  only  minor  softness  in  stars  9 and  10  and  excellent  detail 
throughout.  The  fields  are  clean  enough  that  the  inherent  parallel 
planchet  striations  are  still  visible  under  close  examination,  streaks 
of  toning  at  I)  of  UNITED  and  through  C of  the  denomination 
serve  to  identity-  this  specimen.  Struck  from  shattered  dies  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse,  a fact  which  explains  the  rarity  of  this  variety, 
with  a crack  through  star  I meeting  with  a vertical  bisector  at  cen- 
tral obverse  where  the  die  has  begun  to  suffer  a severe  break.  The 
reverse  is  also  bisected  from  between  the  letters  of  (DF  through  the 
olive  branch  with  another  crack  from  9:()0Joniing  it  at  center. 

The  Brownnig-4  is  the  rarest  variety  of  the  year,  called  full 
R..irity-7  in  the  past  but  now  Rarity-6  though  high-grade  speci- 
mens are  every  bit  as  r.ire  as  they  have  ever  been.  The  1998  |ohn 
B-  ’ll  h '.oeiety  eensus  identified  an  AU-.5nconi  as  finest  known  of 
rb.  . irietv.  though  .i  l oin  th.it  was  disi  overed  at  the  2(MMI  ANA 


(later  in  the  October  2001  Goldberg  sale)  was  certified  as  AU-58. 
The  Bergen  com,  from  the  1979  offering  of  88  of  90  known 
Browning  varieties,  was  called  Choice  Extremely  Fine  and  “one 
of  the  finest  known  of  this  extremely  rare  variety,  finer  than  the 
Browning  plate  com.”  This  full  Mint  State  example  would  be  a 
highlight  in  the  collection  of  an  early  quarter  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest)  for  all  varieties.  Of  course,  this 
is  the  rarest  die  variety  of  the  year  and  we  do  not  expect  that  a finer  specimen 
from  these  dies  is  among  those  certified. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1842-0  Large  Date  25^ 


(2x  photo) 


646  1842-0  Large  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  speci- 

men with  rich  peach  iride.scence  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  appeal- 
ing,  especially  so  for  a New  Orleans  issue;  coins  from  that  mint  are 
known  for  their  softness  of  strike  in  just  about  every  series,  espe- 
cially so  among  the  silver  denominations.  A date  that  Walter  Breen 
called  “Very  rare  choice,”  which,  based  upon  his  statement,  makes 
the  present  coin  “very  rare,”  The  population  figures  for  the  date 
show  just  10  specimens  in  finer  grades  in  PCGS  holders,  indicat- 
ing that  there  is  some  merit  to  Breen’s  statement.  A splendid  rep- 
resentative example  of  the  date  and  design  type,  a coin  that  will 
definitely  garner  its  fair  share  of  bidding  excitement. 

PCGS  Popiihuion:  4;  10  finer  (all  MS-64). 


Sharp  and  Lustrous  1843  Quarter 
Choice  Uncirculated 
Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


647  1843  M.S-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  champagne  gold  example  I'f  the 

date,  sharply  struck  and  appealing  m all  wavs  Sisme  tmv  mark' 
visible  when  viewed  with  an  S,\  glass,  but  the  imaivlevl  eve  sees 
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nothing  but  ncar-perfcction.  Just  two  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  graded  finer  by  PCCiS,  and  what  beauties  they  must  be  to  be 
finer  than  the  present  com!  A nice  opportunity  for  type  collectors 
and  early  quarter  dollar  specialists  alike. 

I’CCiS  l\ipulation:  7;  2 finer  (MS-6,S). 

Struck  from  a shattered  reverse  die  which  lias  split  the  reverse  into  three  dis- 
tinct pie  wedges.  Three  distinct  and  hold  cracks  extend  from  the  rim,  one  each  at 
2:00,  6:00.  and  11:00,  all  of  them  meeting  at  a spot  near  the  center  along  the 
dexter  edge  ofthe  shield.  The  vertical  shield  stripes  all  extend  well  into  the  hori- 
zontal stripes  above,  some  of  them  extending  below  the  shield  border  as  well. 


Impressive  Gem  Mint  State  1843-0  Quarter 

The  Eliasberg  Coin 
Small  O Mintmark 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

648  1843-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A bright  and  satiny  gem  with  a whisper 


of  pale  golden  toning.  Struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies,  nicely  struck 
for  the  most  part,  though  some  of  the  weakness  typically  associ- 
ated with  the  date  is  present  in  the  dentils  and  a few  obverse  stars. 
In  his  classic  reference  on  the  series,  Larry  Briggs  called  the  date 
“Very  rare  in  AU,  very  rare  in  Uncirculated,”  and  he  wasn’t  refer- 
ring to  gems  such  as  the  present  coin  when  he  mentioned  “Uncir- 
culated.” Here,  then,  is  the  finest  example  ot  the  date  certified  by 
NGC  (they  make  no  differentiation  between  Small  O and  Large 
O for  the  date),  and  perhaps  the  finest  example  known-but  what 
else  would  you  expect  for  a coin  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection. 
This  gorgeous  quarter  is  well  worth  chasing  for  specialists  in  this 
series,  and  it  ranks  among  the  nicest  New  Orleans  quarters  known 
to  us. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

Reverse  with  a plenitude  of  line,  spidery  cracks  connecting  most  ot  the 
peripheral  legends  and  other  portions  ot  the  design  motits. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  cind  Mcrcna,  Inc.’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997,  Lot  1433. 


Choice  Mint  State  1845  Quarter 


649  1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  A beautifully  toned  and  highly  lustrous 

example  of  the  date.  Heavy  orange-gold,  pale  violet,  and  light  sky 
blue  grace  the  golden  gray  surface  of  the  obverse,  while  the  re- 
verse enjoys  crisp  champagne  and  pale  sea  green  tones  with  a burst 
or  two  of  deep  peach.  Sharply  struck  with  robust  design  features  in 
all  places.  Very  few  examples  of  the  date  have  received  finer  grades 
from  PCGS  than  the  present  coin,  and  very  few  examples  of  this 
issue  boast  such  delightful  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  4 finer  (MS-65). 


650  1850  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deep  lilac-gray  with  intense  rose  and  elec- 

tric blue  highlights  on  the  prooflike  obverse;  the  reverse  is  more 
of  the  same  but  with  a burst  of  bright  gold  among  the  eagle’s  plum- 
age. The  popular  variety  with  an  extra  digit  1 in  the  dentils  below 
the  1 of  the  date,  fairly  scarce  and  in  demand  in  all  grades  as  a 
result.  (Breen  called  the  date  “Extremely  rare”  back  in  1988,  but 
additional  specimens  have  surfaced  since  then.)  Only  half  a dozen 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS.  Choice  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  6 finer  (MS-65  finest). 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1854-0  Arrows  25^ 
Richly  Toned 


651  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  moves  like  liq- 

uid beneath  rich  blue,  gold,  and  rose  toning  highlights.  A frosty 
and  sharply  struck  coin,  one  that  is  decidedly  choice  for  the  as- 
signed grade.  Ci)nly  four  examples  of  this  popular  t\-pe  coin  have 
been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  6;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Choice  Proof  1856  Quarter 


652  1856  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Ketlective  silver  gray  with  a pale  cham- 

p,igne  overlay.  From  an  unknown  but  undoubtedly  small  Proof 
mintage  for  the  date,  with  perhaps  two  to  three  dozen  specimens 
accounted  for  today,  only  six  of  which  have  been  graded  finer  in 
any  designation  by  PCC!S.  A great  opportunity  for  a savvy  Liberty 
Seated  specialist  or  rv’pe  collector  to  add  a lovely  example  of  this 
scarce  issue  to  his  or  her  cabinet. 

PCX  IS  Pupulation:  6 finer  in  any  designation  (Proof-66  finest). 


653  1859  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  gold  at  the  obverse  center  gives 

way  to  deep  blue  and  rose  at  the  rims;  the  reverse  is  mainly  deep 
rose.  One  of  800  Proofs  struck  in  this  year,  and  an  ideal  example 
of  the  No  Motto  type  for  a Proof  type  set. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1859-0  Quarter 


An  Unheralded  Rarity 


654  1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Strong  lustre  plays  upon  largely  bril- 

liant surfaces  that  display  just  a hint  of  pale  gold.  Sharply  struck 
save  for  the  last  two  obverse  stars.  An  unheralded  rarity,  this  date’s 
mintage  of  260,000  pieces  imbues  the  casual  observer  of  mint- 
age figures  with  the  feeling  that  the  date  is  readily  available  in  all 
grades,  perhaps  even  choice  and  gem  Mint  State.  However,  the 
bustling  mid-19th  century  economy  of  New  Orleans  absorbed 
virtually  any  and  all  coins  that  came  from  the  mint  in  that  ciU', 
and  Mint  State  examples  of  this  date  (and  many  other  dates  as 
well)  survived  for  the  appreciation  of  today’s  collectors  more  as  a 
matter  of  chance  than  intent.  Walter  Breen  called  this  date  “Ex- 
tremely rare  Uncirculated,’’  w'hile  the  Larry  Briggs  reference  on 
the  series  calls  the  date  “Rarity-6+’’  in  Uncirculated.  NGC  has 
certified  just  two  examples  of  the  date  m a finer  grade,  both  of 
those  MS-65,  which  further  highlights  the  rarirs'  of  1859-(.')  quar- 
ter in  choice  Mint  State,  or  finer. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 fitu'r  (both  MS-6.5). 
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Choice  Mint  State  1859-0  Quarter 


655  1859-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  and  nearly  full  brilliance 
are  enhanced  by  pale  yet  strong  champagne  toning.  Nicely  struck 
with  just  a hint  of  weakness  at  a few  obverse  stars.  A date  that 
Walter  Breen  called  “Extremely  rare  Uncirculated,”  an  opinion 
that  still  stands  today.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded  six  examples 
of  the  date  in  MS-63  or  finer,  and  only  two  of  those  are  finer  than 
the  present  coin.  If  you  want  an  attractive  branch  mint  quarter  for 
your  type  set  or  quarter  collection,  we  are  confident  we  can  fulfill 
your  wish  list  with  the  present  lot. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

656  1869-S  EF-45.  Medium  silver  gray  with  pale  golden  highlights 
and  a blush  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A fairly  scarce  date  in 
all  grades-just  76,000  pieces  were  struck. 


Vastly  Underrated  1872  Quarter 
PCGS  MS-66 
Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


657  1872  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  intense  lustre  on  sul- 

try silver  gray  surfaces.  Splashes  of  pale  electric  blue  grace  the  pe- 
rimeters. A vastly  underrated  date  in  all  grades  (even  at  the  “lowly” 
VG  or  so  range),  and  many  times  rarer  across  the  grading  spec- 
trum than  its  mintage  of  182,000  circulation  strikes  implies.  Savvy 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialists  have  long  been  aware  of  this  date’s 
scarcity  in  circulated  grades,  and  just  as  aware  of  its  rarity  in  Mint 
State  grades.  Why  so  rare?  Many  specialists  presume  that  much  of 
the  reported  mintage  was  still  on  hand  at  the  Mint  and  was  prob- 
ably tossed  into  the  crucibles  when  the  old  tenor  coins  were  melted 
to  ensure  a strong  bullion  supply  when  the  new  weight  standard 
quarters  with  arrows  at  date  were  struck  in  the  following  year.  The 
present  gem  is  the  only  1872  quarter  called  MS-66  by  PCGS,  with 
no  other  examples  receiving  a finer  grade  from  that  firm.  A real 
treat  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


658  1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  pale  champagne 

overtones.  From  a late  state  of  the  reverse  die  with  a bold,  con- 
tinuous network  of  die  cracks  that  completely  encircles  the  re- 
verse legends.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Brecn-4077.  “1875-S  Type  II  reverse.  |Editor.s  note:  bottoms  of  TATE  on 
the  reverse  spaced  widely  apart;  on  the  Type  I reverse,  those  letters  nearly  touch  | 
Medium  S.  wide.  Rare.” 
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Choice  Mint  State  1877-S  Quarter 

S Over  Horizontal  S Variety 


659  1877-S  S Over  Horizontal  S.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  highly 

lustrous  golden  gray  on  the  obverse  with  bright  golden  iridescence 
on  the  central  inotif,  while  deep  and  rich  blue,  gold,  and  rose  iri- 
descence graces  the  reverse.  A popular  variety  practically  since  the 
day  ot  its  discovery  generations  ago,  one  that  most  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  specialists  choose  to  include  in  their  collection.  Only  seven 
examples  of  this  popular  issue  have  been  certified  finer  than  the 
present  coin,  which  certainly  speaks  well  of  its  raritv’  in  choice  or 
gem  Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  7 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


660  1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delightful  bull’s  eye  toning  ranges 
from  pale  gold  at  the  centers  through  concentric  rings  of  rose,  vio- 
let, and  electric  blue  toward  the  rims,  and  the  underlying  lustre 
simply  won’t  quit!  A popular  date  from  the  Carson  City  Mint. 
The  present  specimen  was  struck  from  clashed  and  lightly  rusted 
dies,  with  evidence  ol  the  rust  appearing  as  numerous  tiny,  raised 
lumps  on  Miss  Liberty’s  torso  and  skirt  folds. 

661  1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  medium  silver  gray  with  warm  lilac 
toning  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 


663  1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Choice  and  lustrous  with  rich  blue  and  rose 

toning  at  the  obverse  rims,  mainly  brilliant  on  the  reverse. 


664  1897  MS-65  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  radiates  strongly 

beneath  deep,  pervasive  golden  gray  iridescence,  while  pale  sea 
green,  blue,  and  rose  iridescence  sparkles  intermittently  on  both 
sides.  A sharply  struck  gem  that  will  appeal  greatly  to  lovers  of 
natural  toning  on  19th-century  coins. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Barber  250 


665  1899  Proof-67  (ICG).  Crisp,  deep  golden  halos  encroach  on  the 

warm  silver  gray  obverse  center,  while  splashes  of  vibrant  deep 
golden  brown  warm  the  reverse.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields 
form  a light  but  distinctive  cameo  contrast,  made  somewhat  subtle 
by  the  toning.  One  of  846  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1885  Quarter 


662  1885  MS-65  (NGC).  A wealth  of  lilac-gray  at  the  obverse  cen- 

ter fades  to  bold,  deep  electric  blue  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse 
center  is  bright  champagne  that  blends  concentrically  outward 
to  violet,  then  electric  blue;  the  fields  are  decidedly  proofiike.  A 
sharp  and  enticing  gem  from  a mintage  for  the  date  of  13,600 
■ irculation  strikes  (plus  attendant  Proofs  to  the  order  of  940 
-:oins)-thc  coinage  presses  were  busily  churning  out  millions  of 
•Morgan  dollars  during  the  era,  which  accounts  for  the  low  pro- 
duction figures  for  this  date  (and  many  others  of  the  immediate 
er.i  that  surround  it). 


Gem  Proof  1904  Barber  250 


666  1904  Proof-66  (NGC).  Bright  silver  with  a nuance  of  pale  gold 

at  the  rims.  A lovely  gem  Proof  representative  of  the  670  Proofs  of 
the  date  produced.  Nearly  full  cameo  contrast  present,  a very  de- 
sirable gem  quality  example. 
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667  1910  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Sparkling  and  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  account 
for  the  cameo  designation;  the  contrast  is  strong  and  unfailing. 
From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  only  510  pieces,  the  fifth 
lowest  Proof  mintage  figure  in  the  Barber  quarter  series. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1918-S  250 

Full  Head  Details 


668  1918-S  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  A lustrous  beauty  with  pale 

pearlescent  pastel  toning  highlights  on  its  creamy  smooth  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck  (as  should  be  e.xpected  from  the  assigned  grade)  and 
aesthetically  appealing,  a pleasing  example  of  a date  that  becomes 
somewhat  elusive  in  choice  Uncirculated  or  finer  with  Full  Head 
details. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1924-D  Quarter 


669  1924-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Satiny,  highly  lustrous  surfaces  exhibit 

splashes  of  rich  pastel  rose  and  pale  gold  iridescence.  A nicely  struck 
coin,  one  that  comes  close— say  60%  or  better— to  a Full  Head  de.s- 
ignation  (though  the  ever-present  weakness  at  the  bottom  of  the 
date  numerals  that  seems  to  be  “par  for  the  course”  for  this  date  is 
present).  A truly  lovely  coin  that  is  exciting  to  behold  and  worthy 
of  strong  bidding  support.  It  is  worthwhile  to  note  that  NGC  has 
not  graded  a finer  example  of  the  date  within  the  designation. 

NGC  Census:  36;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1927-S  Quarter 

Popular  Low-Mintage  Key  Date 


(2.\  photo) 


670  1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  what  is  currently  re- 

ferred to  as  “blast”  lustre  on  both  sides.  One  of  just  396,000  ex- 
amples of  the  date  struck,  a figure  that  takes  a back  seat  to  only  the 
1916  rarity  for  lowest  production  run  in  the  series  (1916-1930).  Rare 
so  fine,  a fact  that  will  no  doubt  be  enforced  by  strong  bidding. 


Key  Date  1932-D  Washington  250 

Choice  Uncirculated 


671 


1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Puch  champagne  highlights  grace  the 
lustrous  obverse  while  deep  golden  speckles  flourish  on  the  reverse. 
The  undisputed  key  date  among  regular  issues  in  the  Washington 
quarter  series,  this  branch  mint  issue  from  the  first  year  of  the  de- 
sign type  saw  a mintage  of  436,000  pieces  (not  the  smallest  in  the 
series,  by  the  way,  with  that  honor  going  to  the  1932-S  issue).  A 
desirable  date  in  all  grades,  with  Mint  State  specimens  .such  as  the 
present  coin  high  atop  the  want  lists  of  many  collectors. 


672  1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  spins  vividly 

beneath  pale  peach  and  rose  toning  on  this  satiny  gem  branch  mint 
Washington  quarter.  My  how  times  have  changed!  Just  a slnirt  de- 
cade or  so  ago,  Washington  quarters  were  a no-man's  land  of  col- 
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lecting,  and  just  about  anyone  could  buy  virtually  any  date  in  at- 
tractive Mint  State  for  a very  nominal  pittance  (of  course,  the  1932- 
O and  1932-S  key  dates  are  not  a part  of  that  scenario);  the  present 
writer  knows  this  firsthand,  as  he  was  working  on  a nice  set  for 
years  (looking,  by  the  way,  for  sharply  struck  “full  breast  feathers” 
specimens).  Nowadays,  the  Washington  quarter  scries  is  “red  hot” 
and  enjoying  a renaissance  of  sorts,  and  nice  coins  such  as  the 
present  piece  enjoy  great  status  among  collectors. 

673  Selection  of  certified  quarters:  ☆ 1937-D  MS-64  (ANACS)  ☆ 
1940  MS-65  (FCGS)  ☆ 1945-S  MS-66  (NGC)  ☆ 1947  MS-66 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1957  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆ 1957-D  MS-66  (NGC)  ☆ 1958 
MS-66  (NGC)  ☆ 1965  SMS.  MS-67  ☆ (NGC).  Cameo  obverse 
☆ 1966  SMS.  MS-67  (PCGS)  ☆ 1967  SMS.  MS-67  (PCGS). 
Mainly  brilliant,  a few  toned,  all  gem!  (Total;  10  pieces) 


674  1938  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  at  the  obverse  center  gives 
way  to  deep  golden  highlights  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  fully 
brilliant. 

675  Gem  certified  Washington  quarter  group:  ☆ 1938-S  MS-66 
(NGC)  ☆ 1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆ 1939-S  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1940-D  MS-65  (ANACS)  ☆ 1941  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆ 1941 -D  MS- 
66  (PCGS)  ☆ 1942-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Some  brilliant,  some  lightly 
toned.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

676  1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A lustrous,  satiny  gem  with  a nuance  of 
pale  golden  toning. 

677  1953-S  MS-67  ☆ W (NGC).  A lustrous  blazing  gem,  as  desig- 
nated by  the  NGC  “☆  W”  designation. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

Halt  dollars  lead  ott  with  a pair  of  1794  issues,  the  first  year  of 
production  for  the  denomination.  Several  impressive  pieces  high- 
light the  early  years,  such  as  a Mint  State  1806  from  the  Eliasberg 
Collection,  a highly  desirable  1815/2,  a gem  1818,  and  e.xtremely  rare 
Proofs  ot  1826  and  1830  which  will  command  the  spotlight.  The 
Liberty  Seated  series  is  represented  by  an  extensive  date  collection 
assembled  with  originality  in  mind.  Several  collector-grade  rarities 
nuke  appearances  in  the  listings  such  as  the  1842-0  Small  Date,  1851, 
1852,  1852-0,  two  examples  of  the  scarcely  seen  1855-S,  and  a lovely 
I870-CC  (the  finest  graded  by  NGC)  among  others.  Several  gem 
Mint  State  and  Proof  examples  also  appear,  highlighted  by  an  1844 
graded  MS-65,  an  1851  graded  MS-66  (NGC),  and  a spectacular 
1 855/4  in  PrtH)f-65  by  (NGC).  Several  choice  and  gem  pieces  in  both 
Mint  State  and  Proofare  included  from  the  Barber  and  Liberty  Walk- 
ing senes,  including  a superb  example  of  1910,  and  a pair  of  1936  half 
dollars  in  Proof-66.  Look  at  the  listings  carefully,  as  there  are  many 
pleaunt  surprises  to  be  revealed! 


Remarkable  High-Grade  1794  Half  Dollar 
AU-50  (PCGS) 


{2.\  photo) 


678  1794  Overton-lOla.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A superb  speci- 

men of  our  nation’s  first  half  dollar  issue.  Pleasing  silver  gray,  some 
lighter  gray  lustrous  highlights  around  peripheral  stars  and  letter- 
ing, attractive  and  subtle  golden  brown  toning  on  both  sides  with 
a hint  ot  bluish  iridescence  on  the  more  lustrous  reverse.  Well  struck 
with  hair  detail  fully  delineated,  excellent  visual  appeal,  a frosts' 
and  very  high-grade  specimen  of  this  noted  rarity-one  of  the  fin- 
est likely  to  appear  on  the  marketplace  in  the  near  future.  Most 
specimens  of  this  elusive  half  dollar  issue  are  very  worn,  for  ex- 
ample, the  potential  bidder  may  find  it  instructive  that  the  Norweb 
Collection  (assembled  over  multiple  generations)  contained  a piece 
called  VG-Fine  at  the  time  and  the  Garrett  coin  was  called  EF-4d, 
a bit  conservative  by  today’s  standards  but  still  not  as  sharp  as  this 
coin.  The  finest  is  the  Qucller  coin,  sold  in  October  2002  for 
S 170, 000.  No  adjustment  marks  are  noted,  very  unusual  for  this 
issue  as  most  of  the  higher  grade  specimens  known  to  us  show 
rather  significant  signs  of  adjustment.  A few  parallel  planchet  stn.i- 
tions,  as  made,  are  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field,  and  the  reverse 
periphery  shows  many  tiny  nicks  hidden  in  the  legend,  mostlv  in 
OF  AMERICA.  Late  die  state  with  a crack  from  rim  to  wmgaKnv 
9:00.  A remarkable  example  of  this  verv  rare  half  dv'llar.  hkelv 
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among  the  top  dozen  or  so  known  ot  the  date,  and  worthy  of  place- 
ment m a world-class  cabinet. 

I'CCiS  Population:  3;  6 finer  (MS-64  finest).  The  only  Mint  State  speci- 
men currently  listed  on  the  PCGS  Population  Report  is  the  MS-64  specimen, 
though  at  the  time  of  the  October  2002  Queller  Sale,  the  only  Mint  State  e.x- 
ample  certified  by  that  firm  was  MS-63. 


Lovely  1794  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

Ideal  Collector  Grade 


Pleasing  1795  Flowing  Hair  500 


(2x  photo) 


680  1795  0-105.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair.  EF-40  (NGC).  Evenly 

struck  with  good  definition  which  is  accentuated  by  the  contrast 
ot  the  deep  steel  gray  surfaces  and  lighter  gray  devices.  A small  dig 
at  Liberty’s  neck  is  the  only  defect  worthy  of  note,  and  this  is  not 
particularly  distracting.  A moderately  scarce  variety,  as  are  all  Flow- 
ing Hair  half  dollars,  that  would  nicely  represent  the  type. 


(2x  photo) 

679  1794  0-101.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair.  F-15  (PCGS).  Attrac- 

tive light  silver  gray,  deepening  near  the  peripheries.  Pleasing  for 
the  grade  with  no  heavy  marks  or  distractions,  minor  hairlines 
noted,  a bit  of  typical  granularity  noted  in  areasjust  inside  the  ob- 
verse rims  under  scrutiny,  two  short  vertical  scratches  under  eagle’s 
beak  identify  this  specimen.  Excellent  detail  for  the  assigned  grade, 
encapsulated  in  a “green  label’’  holder  of  several  years’  age.  The 
1794  half  dollar  was  one  of  only  two  denominations  struck  in  sil- 
ver in  that  calendar  year— half  dimes  bearing  this  date  were  struck 
in  1795.  As  the  genesis  of  this  long-running  and  avidly  collected 
denomination,  1794  half  dollars  appear  on  more  want  lists  than 
nearly  any  other  early  American  silver  coin  and  collectors  often 
have  to  wait  years  for  an  acceptable  specimen.  This  coin  will  meet 
most  collectors’  needs  quite  nicely. 


681  1795  0-105.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair.  VG-10  (NGC).  A pleas- 

ing golden  gray  example  with  lighter  high  points.  While  sufficiently 
worn  to  deserve  the  grade,  the  surfaces  are  remarkably  free  of  dis- 
tracting marks  and  present  an  attractive  example  of  this  moder- 
ately scarce  variety  with  two  points  of  the  first  star  firmly  entangled 
in  Miss  Liberty’s  lowest  curl,  and  with  the  second  curl  attached  to 
a point  of  star  2;  star  15  nearly  touches  the  point  of  Liberty's  bust. 
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682  1801  0-102.  Rarity-4.  VF-30.  Cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally 

retoned  to  golden  gray  with  some  blue  highlights.  Some  scattered 
marks  and  a few  infinitesimal  edge  bruises  are  seen,  as  might  be 
e.xpected  for  the  assigned  grade.  A wholly  acceptable  e.xample  of  a 
moderately  scarce  variety. 


683  1802  0-101.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally 

retoned  to  pale  lilac -gray  with  blue  and  rose  iridescence.  The  com- 
bination of  strong  design  details  with  a paucity  of  marks  is  sure  to 
win  over  bidders. 


684  1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  EF-45  (NGC).  A sharp  ex- 
ample, well  struck,  and  offering  some  original  lustre  in  the  pro- 
tected areas.  Soft  gray  surtaces,  essentially  free  of  noteworthy  marks. 
An  attractive  example  of  the  type. 

685  Trio  of  Draped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1803  0-103.  Rarirs~3. 
Large  3.  VF-20.  Soft  silver  gr.iy  surfaces  with  just  a touch  of  pale 
orange  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1805  0-1 12.  VF-30.  Deep  rich  laven- 
der-gr.iy  surfaces^  1807  0-105.  VF-20.  Hints  of  iridescent  gold, 
magenta,  and  blue.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Choice  EF  1805/4  Overdate  500 


686  1805/4  0-102.  Rarity-3.  Overdate.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A truly 

gorgeous  coin  for  the  grade,  a coin  possessed  of  beauty  and  char- 
acter. Deep  golden  gray  with  intense  lilac,  peach,  and  electric  blue 
iridescence  at  the  rims.  Devoid  of  marks  of  consequence  and  choice 
in  all  regards.  It  is  worth  noting  that  of  the  13  examples  of  the  date 
graded  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  PCGS,  only  one  specimen 
has  been  called  Mint  State.  Regarding  the  1805/4  half  dollar  pre- 
sented here,  we  can  honestly  say  that  you’ll  wish  all  your  Draped 
Bust  coins  looked  like  this  one! 

PCGS  Population:  11;  13  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Lustrous  AU  1806/5  Overdate  500 


687  1806/5  0-101.  Rarity-3.  Overdate.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Gener- 

ous amounts  of  lustrous  mint  brilliance  at  the  centers  gives  way  to 
rich  and  bold  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Free  of  marks  worthy  of 
mention  and  quite  elusive  as  such.  A pleasing  example  of  a moder- 
ately scarce  overdate  issue  in  a popular,  highly  collectable  grade. 


688  1806  0-106.  Rarity-4.  Knob  6,  Small  Stars.  EF-40.  Deep 

golden  gray  with  bright  peach,  blue,  and  silver  iridescence  in  the 
protected  areas.  Some  striking  weakness  is  noted  on  the  reverse  at 
the  cloud  below  OF,  otherwise  sharp  and  appealing  in  all  respects. 
A fresh  and  exciting  (within  the  context  of  the  grade  and  rantv,  ot 
course)  com,  one  that  has  not  been  fussed  with  or  cleaned  m its 
lifetime,  and  one  that  is  free  of  marks  ofconsequence  as  well.  1 Vti- 
nitely  a solid  “collector  coin"  if  ever  there  was  one. 
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Frosty  Mint  State  1806  500 

From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


689  1806  0-119.  Rarity-3.  Pointed  6.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  sil- 

ver gray  with  lively  lustre  with  attractive  deep  gray  toning  around 
devices  showing  multicolored  highlights.  Exceptional  eye  appeal 
for  the  assigned  grade,  a lovely  specimen  of  this  Draped  Bust  is- 
sue. The  strike  is  flat  in  areas,  including  Liberty’s  hair  bow  and 
the  eagle’s  sinister  wing.  A few  minor  abrasions  are  noted,  in- 
cluding two  shallow  parallel  scratches  right  of  Liberty’s  ear.  Mint 
State  specimens  are  rarely  met  with,  making  this  piece  ideal  for  a 
high-grade  type  set.  The  Eliasberg  pedigree  only  adds  to  the  lure 
of  this  special  coin. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  ond  Merena,  Inc.’s  sale  of  the  Eliashcr(i 
Collection,  April  1997,  Lot  1693. 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  500 


690  1807  0-105.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous silver  gray  with  some  pale  golden  highlights  on  the  obverse, 
richer  gold  on  the  reverse.  Devoid  of  serious  contact  marks.  A 
nice  example  of  a readily  recognizable  variety-a  die  chip  is  seen  on 
the  reverse  between  the  final  S in  STATES  and  the  O in  OF.  Strong 
design  details  present  on  both  sides,  a definite  “plus”  for  the  date 
and  type. 

691  Group  of  Capped  Bust  and  Draped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1807 
Capped  Bust.  50  Over  20.  0-112.  VF-35  ☆ 1808  0-104.  VF-35 
☆ 1812  0-104.  EF-45  ☆ 1813  0-110.  EF-45  ☆ 1821  0-103  ☆ 
1824  Normal  Date.  0-107  EF-40  ☆ 1827  Square  Base  2.  0-135. 
EF-40  ☆ 1829  0-112.  EF-45.  All  are  toned.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

692  Sextette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1809  0-105.  Normal 
Edge.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  gold  ☆ 1823  O- 
108.  Normal  3.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  magenta  and  iride.scent  blue 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1825  0-107.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  just  a 
touch  of  golden  orange  ☆ 1830  0-123.  Large  O.  AU-53.  Lus- 
trous with  olive-gray  and  a mixture  of  iridescent  toning  at  the  pe- 
ripheries ☆ 1831  0-105.  Karity-3.  Mottled  gray  with  rich  sea  green 
on  the  obverse  ☆ 1835  0-109.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  lovely  ma- 
genta and  lavender  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


693  Group  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1810  O-lOla.  Net  EF- 
45  ☆ 1814  O-104a.  Net  EF-45  ☆ 1818  0-107  Net  AU-50  u 1822 
0-109.  Net  AU-50  ☆ 1823  Normal  3.  0-1 1 la.  Net  EF-40.  Envi- 
ronmental damage  ☆ 1828  0-113.  Rarity-3.  Square  Base  2,  Small 
8’s,  Large  Letters.  Net  AU-50  ☆ 1832  0-122.  Net  AU-50  ☆ 1833 
0-108.  Net  AU-50  ☆ 1834  0-106.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters. 
Net  EF-45  ☆ 1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  Net  AU-50.  All  are 
finer  for  sharpness  and  all  have  been  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time. 
(Total:  10  pieces) 

694  Quartette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1811  tVllO.  Small 
8.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a splash  of  rich  golden  brown  at  the  ob- 
verse periphery  ☆ 1817  0-109.  AU-55.  Rose-gray  with  hints  of 
sea  green  ☆ 1819  0-108.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  bluish 
gray  and  golden  orange  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1826  C)-!  12.  AU-58. 
Lustrous  with  .splashes  of  soft  golden  orange.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

Lovely  1812/1  Half  Dollar 

Small  8 Variety 


695  1812/1  O-102A.  Rarity-2.  Small  Overdate.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Boldly  lustrous  with  bright  satiny  surfaces  that  are  predominantly 
silver  with  blushes  ot  golden  brown  and  rose  that  are  just  heavy 
enough  to  add  to  the  visual  appeal.  The  appearance  is  that  of  a 
.significantly  finer  coin.  A lovely  overdate  that  offers  much  more 
visual  appeal  than  the  grade  suggests. 

Popular  1815/2  Overdate  500 

Scarce  Key  Issue 


696  1815/2  0-101.  Rarity-2.  Overdate.  VF-30.  Medium  golden 

gray  with  some  deeper  golden  highlights.  Struck  from  heavily 
clashed  dies-portions  of  LIBERTY  can  be  seen  in  the  reverse 
shield.  No  serious  marks  call  immediately  to  the  viewer’s  eye. 
making  for  a most  appealing  coin  overall.  A popular  low-mint.ige 
date  that  is  always  in  great  demand,  making  the  issue  much  scarcer 
in  the  marketplace  than  its  Rarirs’-2  rating  suggests.  Only  47,150 
examples  of  the  date  were  struck  in  an  era  where  mint.iges  of  more 
than  one  million  half  dollars  per  annum  were  commonplace.  \X'or- 
thy  of  serious  consideration. 
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Mint  State  1817  500 


697  1817  0-110.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  lustre  beneath 

soft  gray  surfaces,  accented  by  overtones  of  pale  blue  and  rose. 
Nicely  struck  and  attractive. 

Condition  Census  1817  500 


698  1817  0-1 13a.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  steel  gray  sur- 

faces with  traces  of  pale  blue  overtones  centrally,  and  lighter  gold 
toward  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  with  good  definition  of  all  major 
elements,  though  minor  softness  is  noted  on  the  highest  obverse 
devices.  Extensive  die  cracks  on  the  obverse  in  particular  define 
the  sub-variety,  of  which  only  six  specimens  sold  over  the  last  10 
years  have  rated  the  Mint  State  grade. 


Gem  1818  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


699  1818  0-114.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bright  and  highly  lus- 

trous surfaces  with  pleasing  champagne  overtones  evenly  across 
both  sides.  While  remarkable  as  a high-grade  specimen,  it  is  the 
incredible  quality  and  sharpness  of  strike  that  immediately  impress 
the  viewer.  The  stars  in  particular  are  as  sharp  as  ever  seen,  includ- 
ing the  widely  double  punched  first  one,  a diagnostic  of  the  vari- 
ety. Overall,  the  coin  is  superbly  executed  with  the  fields  being 
very  nearly  proofiike,  while  the  devices  have  a pleasing  satiny  ef- 
fect. A truly  delightful  Capped  Bust  half  dollar. 
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700  1820/19  0-102.  Rarity-1.  Overdate.  Curl  Base  2.  AU-55.  An 

attractive  coin  from  the  estate  of  Abe  Kosoff  The  satiny  silver  gray 
surfaces  are  alive  with  bright  golden  lustre  and  free  of  all  but  the 
most  trivial  marks.  The  overdate  details  are  bold  and  crisp  to  the 
unaided  eye,  and  the  overall  appeal  is  substantial  for  the  grade. 
Definitely  choice! 

From  Auctions  by  Bomers  and  Merena  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Estate  of  Abe 
Kosoff,  November  1985,  Lot  1550. 

701  Trio  of  certified  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1821  0-101  a. 
Rarity-1.  MS-60  (NGC)  ☆ 1823  0-105.  Rarity-1.  AU-55 
(ANACS)  ☆ 1836  Lettered  Edge.  0-122.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 
(ANACS).  Each  is  lustrous  with  attractive  golden  toning  highlights. 
A nice  threesome.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1823  50^ 


702  1823  0-108.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A truly  choice  example 

offers  frosty  silver  lustre  at  the  obverse  center  with  rich  gold,  red, 
and  blue  iridescence  becoming  more  pronounced  toward  the  rims. 
The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant,  lustrous  silver  with  traces  of  soft 
champagne.  Nicely  struck  and  very  attractive. 
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Extraordinary  1826  0-101  Proof  Half  Dollar 

The  Finer  of  Two  Known 


703  1826  0-101.  Rarity-8  as  Proof.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A simply 

cxtr.iorduiary  coin,  described  by  David  Akers  as  “.ibout  the  most 
obvious  Proof  llust  Halt  Dollar  from  the  1820s  that  one  will  ever 
see."  The  devices  are  richly  frosted  and  show  full  cameo  contrast 
with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The  surtaces  are  brilliant  silver  gray 
with  just  a tnice  of  peripheral  toning  among  the  reverse  legends, 
outside  the  stars,  and  above  Liberty’s  head.  A thin  stripe  of  toning 
IS  linear  and  diagonal  from  1 :00  to  8:00,  suggestmga  ribbon  laying 
across  the  com  m a presentation  box  or  something  of  the  like;  the 
1827  Proof  Cl- 107  illustrated  in  the  Preen  Proof  Encyclopedia  shows 
a very  similar  line  of  toning  on  the  reverse.  The  relief  of  the  de- 
vK  es  IS  nearly  shelHike.  the  lettering  is  crisp,  and  the  denticles  are 
lengthened  in  a way  that  suggests  one  extremely  tight  squeeze  of 
the  screw  press  rather  than  multiple  individual  strikes,  though  a 
lack  of  obvious  doubling  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  coin 
w.is  not  stuck  with  multiple  ideally  centered  strokes.  There  is  not 
a single  detail  that  was  engraved  in  the  die  that  is  not  present  in 
relief- -n  this  i oin.  The  strike  is  not  perfectly  centered,  with  shorter 
dentil  Ics  under  the  olive  leaves  than  above  C^F,  The  gem  designa- 
r:o!i  I',  vsell  founded,  with  only  .i  few  spare  hairlines  noted  on  the 


perfectly  reHective  surtaces,  a spot  left  of  star  13,  and  some  pin- 
point spots  on  Liberty's  cheek.  A tiny  constellation  of  microscopic 
planchet  chips  are  noted,  as  struck,  under  UR  of  PLURIBUS. 

Proof  Bust  half  dollars  are  among  the  most  beautiful  collect- 
ible delicacies  of  the  First  U.S.  Mint.  By  1826,  the  craft  of  coin- 
ing had  been  well  rehearsed  and  the  staff  (notably  including  Adam 
Eckfeldt,  a brilliant  mechanic  who  would  retire  from  the  Mint  in 
1839)  could  create  a product  of  great  majesty  when  they  needed 
to.  Steam  coinage  was  still  a decade  in  the  future  for  the  U.S. 
Mint,  and  even  after  the  introduction  of  steam  a screw  press  was 
used  to  produce  dies,  medals,  and  “master  coins."  While  we  do 
not  know  the  circumstances  behind  the  production  of  Proof  coins 
in  1826,  we  know  that  very  few  were  produced  and  even  fewer 
survive.  It  appears  that  only  three  1826  half  dollars  are  known 
to  exist  in  Proof  format  with  the  possibility  of  one  or  two  oth- 
ers. Among  those  noted  by  Breen,  one  was  described  as  "one- 
sided," a phenomenon  where  one  side  of  the  coin  (usually  the 
obverse)  shows  Proof  surfaces  while  the  other  is  not  smularlv 
prepared,  and  another  was  called  weakly  struck  and  is  generallv 
thought  ofas  merely  prooflike.  Fhe  onlv  other  Proof  from  these 
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dies,  Overton- 101,  is  the  1997  ANA  specimen,  called  Proof-63 
by  PCGS  at  the  time  and  now  resident  in  a PCGS  Proof-64 
holder.  This  is  one  is  finer  today,  and  it  will  probably  be  finer  for 
quite  some  time,  though  the  other  specimen’s  grade  may  change 
again-such  is  the  value  of  a long  pedigree  chain,  enabling  a stu- 
dious numismatist  to  see  changes  in  things  such  as  grade  and  ton- 
ing over  time.  A single  other  specimen  is  known  from  the 
Overton- 102  dies,  the  former  Ruby  coin. 

When  the  Pittman  Collection  was  brought  to  market  by  David 
Akers,  a group  of  early  Proof  coins  that  had  been  off  the  market 
for  decades  (exactly  50  years,  in  the  case  of  this  coin)  became  avail- 
able to  a new  generation  of  advanced  collectors.  A few  years  later, 
most  of  these  very  special  coins  have  found  homes  in  long-stand- 
ing private  cabinets  and  the  appearance  on  the  market  of  an  in- 
credible rarity  such  as  this  is  a scarce  opportunity.  Pittman  was 
attracted  to  the  majesty,  rarity,  and  the  value  of  Proof  coins-in 
1826,  an  MS-65  half  dollar  was  still  just  a half  dollar,  but  even  then 
a Proof  coin  such  as  this  was  special.  The  enduring  attraction  of 


Proof  coins  is  easily  appreciated  when  holding,  studying,  and  ulti- 
mately owning  a coin  of  this  calibre. 

NC»C  Census:  1;  none  finer.  This  is  the  only  Proof  1826  half  dollar  certified 
by  NGC.  PCGS  has  otTered  the  Proof  designation  three  times,  with  the  single 
Proof-63  that  was  certified  by  that  firm  at  the  time  of  the  1998  Pittman  sale  now 
not  listed  in  favor  of  two  Proof-62  coins  and  a single  Proof-64.  The  Proof-64  is 
presumably  the  other  0-101,  the  former  Proof-63  from  the  1997  ANA  Sale.  T'he 
other  entries  may  reflect  a resubmission  of  the  unique  Gilhousen-Ruby  0-102 
Proof  or  certification  of  a coin  not  previously  recognized  as  a Proof  Identifica- 
tion of  Proofs  from  this  period  can  be  a tricky  and  controversial  business,  though 
tile  present  specimen  leaves  no  doubts  as  the  above  Akers  quote  would  indicate. 

From  S.H.  and  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Thomas  Clcncay  Co/- 
lection,  December  1890,  Lot  1162;  later  in  the  Col.  E.H.R.  Green  Col- 
lection;  Numismatic  Gallery’s  1946  ANA  Sale  of  the  Adolph  Friedman 
Collection  of  Half  Dollars,  Ai{^ust  1946,  Lot  786;  Kreisberj^-Schtdman’s 
sale  of  the  Gustav  Lichtenfels  Collection,  February  1961,  Lot  216};  David 
Ahers  Numismatics’  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  Part  II,  May 
1998,  Lot  1485.  This  coin  may  be  the  one  offered  in  H'.  Elliot  Woodward’s 
1864  McCoy  sale,  as  Cleneay  was  an  active  collector  in  this  era. 
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704  Certified  selection  of  popular  half  dollar  types;  ☆ 1827  0-1 1 1. 
Rant\-4.  Scjuare  Base  2.  AU-5()  (ANACS)  ☆ 1837  Reeded  Edge. 
EF-45  (ANACS)  ☆ 1839  Drapery.  VF-3(J  (ANACS)  ☆ 1840  Sinall 
Letters.  EF-4()  (ANACS)  ☆ 1916-D  MS-63  (ANACS)  ☆ 1948-D 
.MS-63  (FC(iS).  All  show  toning  to  some  degree.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


Probably  Unique  Proof  1830  0-111  500  705 


(2.\  photo) 


1830  0-111.  Rarity-8  as  a Proof.  Small  0.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

An  e.xcitmg  opportunity  to  purchase  a com  that  is  likely  without 
duplicate  anywhere.  Deeply  mirrored  fields  show  warm  and  pleas- 
ing gold  and  rose  toning  against  brilliant  silver  fields,  the  periph- 
eries framed  in  deep  blue  and  richer  violet  tones.  The  reverse  fields 
are  more  thoroughly  toned  than  the  obverse  fields.  All  devices  are 
boldly  struck  and  fully  detailed,  with  delineated  centers  to  each 
star  and  devices  and  denticles  standing  out  in  shelflike  high  relief 
Some  widely  scattered  and  very  minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the 
fields,  accounting  for  the  assigned  grade.  Two  tiny  circular  planchet 
chips  under  UR  of  PLURIBUS  and  another  under  E of  UNITED 
identify  this  specimen. 

Breen’s  Proof  Eticyclopedia  notes  six  1830  half  dollar  Proofs,  all 
of  which  were  said  by  Breen  to  have  been  struck  from  the  0-110 
die  marriage;  he  notes  this  coin  explicitly  as  number  5 on  his  list- 
mg-it  IS,  of  course,  an  Overton-1 1 1 . The  Pittman  0-108,  not  noted 
by  Breen,  was  described  as  a “possible  Proof’  by  Akers.  No  other 
Proof  specimens  ot  0-1 1 1 have  ever  been  rumored  or  published. 
Only  two  Proof  1830  half  dollars  of  all  varieties  have  been  certi- 
fied; a total  population  of  six  pieces  seents  unlikely  considering 
that  population,  which  suggests  a total  population  of  well  under  a 
half  dozen.  Two  ot  those  six  listed  by  Breen  are  known  to  be  the 
same  coin  (numbers  4 and  5,  the  1973  Hawn  coin  earlier  from 
Merkm)  and  of  the  other  four,  one  is  described  as  “not  verified” 
(from  the  1954  Davis-Graves  sale)  and  all  the  rest  have  not  been 
seen  since  before  1960!  Indeed,  it  is  possible  that  only  two  or 
three  Proof  1830  half  dollars  exist  from  all  dies  and  it  seems 
more  than  likely  that  this  is  the  only  Overton-111.  Such  rarity, 
combined  with  the  beauty  of  this  coin  and  its  importance  as  an 
American  Proof  coin  from  before  the  age  of  steam,  means  that  this 
offering  is  a grand  opportunity  for  the  discerning  numismatist. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer.  This  is  the  only  Proof  1830  half  dollar  certi- 
fied by  NGC.  PCGS  has  certified  a single  Proof-62  1830  half  dollar,  presum- 
ably one  of  the  few  0-110  Proofs  known. 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Terrell  Collection,  May  1973, 
Lot  837;  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Gary  Bur^hoff  Collection,  January  1980, 
Lot  205;  Auctions  by  Bowers  and Merena,  Inc.  ’s  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  sale,  Nouember  1994,  Lot  2252;  Goldbergs  Coin  and  Collectibles’ 
Benson  II  sale,  February  2002,  Lot  966. 


706  1830  0-118.  Rarity-3.  Small  0.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Soft  gtild  over 

smoky  gray  surfaces  highlighted  by  blushes  of  soft  blue  tow.ird  the 
center.  Additionally,  soft  rose  complements  the  reverse  ‘V  clu'ice 
example  with  nice  lustrous  undertones 
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Exceedingly  Rare  Gem  Proof  1831  Half  Dollar 

One  of  Two  Specimens  Known 
The  Pittman  Coin 


707  1831  0-103.  Rarity-8  as  a Proof.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A spec- 

tacular e.xample  of  the  Capped  Bust  design,  with  all  details  as  fully 
executed  as  one  could  ask  for  on  any  Proot— as  a Capped  Bust  is- 
sue, it  is  truly  remarkable.  The  fields  offer  bold  reflectivity,  while 
the  devices  are  razor  sharp  and  well  frosted.  Close  inspection  ot 
the  obverse  reveals  significant  die  engraving  lines  and  polishing 
marks  left  by  the  final  preparations  of  the  die.  Additionally,  several 
parallel  lines  cross  the  obverse  die,  most  notable  across  the  cheek 
of  Liberty,  though  they  do  extend  to  the  rims.  These  appear  upon 
first  inspection  similar  to  adjustment  marks,  though  in  fact  to  find 
such  marks  on  this  issue  would  be  extremely  unlikely.  Clearly  in 
the  planchet  before  striking,  the  lines  are  mint-made  artifacts  which 
simply  did  not  strike  completely  out  when  the  coin  was  produced, 
and  now  they  only  add  to  the  intrigue  and  interest  of  this  speci- 
men. A few  minimal  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  fields  from  han- 
dling over  the  years,  though  all  are  minor  and  it  is  quite  remark- 
able that  the  piece  has  survived  so  well  considering  the  fragile  na- 
ture of  the  mirrored  fields.  A tew  tiny  planchet  flakes  are  also  noted, 
and  along  with  the  light  arcs  of  rich  gold  and  blue  toning  at  the 
rims,  they  will  serve  to  easily  identify  this  piece  in  the  future.  The 
reverse  is  equally  sharp  and  frosty  on  the  devices,  contrasting  nicely 
with  the  reflective  fields.  The  dies  have  not  been  completely  fin- 
ished around  the  devices,  and  the  characteristic  surface  roughness 
is  clearly  evident  around  the  olive  leaves  and  claws,  A coin  of  great 


m.ajesty  and  beauty,  an  impressive  example  of  the  fine  craftsman- 
ship of  the  Mint  in  this  period. 

The  present  coin  is  one  ofjust  two  specimens  of  the  date  cur- 
rently known  in  Proof,  both  struck  from  the  Overton-1()3  dies, 
one  of  which  was  a part  of  an  intact  1831  Proof  set  (no  cent  or 
gold)  that  Paramount  discovered  in  the  early  1970s  and  later  of- 
fered as  separate  lots  in  their  session  of  Auction  ’79.  Typically  popu- 
lation figures  for  coins  as  rare  as  this  are  inflated  to  a number  larger 
than  those  known,  but  in  this  case  they  agree-NGC  has  certified 
one  Proof  1831  half  dollar  (this  coin,  a Proot-65),  and  PCGS  has 
likewise  certified  just  one  (as  Proof-64).  Breen  suggested  that  as 
many  as  three  existed,  including  the  Reed  Hawn  coin  which  was 
described  as  showing  weakness  in  the  stars  6 and  7 and  is  now  not 
counted  among  the  Proofs  of  this  date.  David  Akers  noted  when 
cataloguing  this  piece  that  “only  two  Proot  halt  dollars  ot  this  date 
are  known,  although  several  others  have  been  offered  as  Proofs  in 
the  past."  Wayte  Raymond  likewise  knew  of  just  two. 

As  noted  elsewhere,  the  offering  of  a Proot  Bust  halt  dollar  is  a 
very  rare  and  important  happening,  though  we  are  fortunate 
enough  to  offer  several  of  these  extremely  rare  pieces  in  our  cur- 
rent sale.  Many  advanced  cabinets  sold  at  auction  contain  high- 
grade  Bust  halves,  but  very  few  contain  I’root  specimens.  The 
Queller  collection  contained  none  (though  it  included  an  incred- 
ible 1838-C')  rarity).  The  addition  of  this  piece  to  your  collection 
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will  be  a point  ot  great  pride  ot  ownership  and  a certain  cause  for 
excitement  when  you  choose  to  finally  part  with  it. 

Nt:c  Census:  1;  none  finer.  This  is  the  only  Proof  1831  half  dollar  ccrti- 
lied  by  .NCiC.  FCGS  has  likewise  certified  only  one. 

Breen  knew  of  only  one  Proof  1831  half  dollar  sold  at  auction  by  S.H. 
Chapman  (from  whom  Mehl  said  Allenburger  purchased  this  coin),  the  piece 
sold  m the  Chapman  brothers’  December  1895  sale  of  the  Richard  Winsor  Col- 
lection as  Lot  522.  He  suggested  that  the  Winsor  specimen  was  earlier  from 
Levick  and  the  1864  McCoy  sale.  Lot  454.  This  coin  may  be  the  Winsor  coin. 


708  1834  0-106.  Rarity-1.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Remarkable  cartwheel  lustre  on  brilliant  silver  gray  sur- 
faces, delicately  toned  in  subtle  champagne.  Frosty  and  beautiful 
with  eye  appeal  far  beyond  the  assigned  grade.  Some  bluntness  of 
strike  is  typical  of  the  issue,  no  serious  marks,  an  ideal  type  coin 
and  a very  nice  representative  of  the  date. 


but  It  should  be  noted  that  Henry  Chapman,  Samuel  Hudson  Chapman's  brother, 
sold  one  in  his  olTermg  of  the  Earle  sale  in  1912  as  Lot  2942,  and  the  possibility 
also  exists  that  the  coin  was  sold  in  a private  transaction  and  not  necessarily  from 
a Chapman  auction. 

From  B.  Alax  Mehl’s  sole  oj  the  Dr.  C.A.  Alletiburger  Collection, 
March  1948,  Lot  871;  David  Akers  !\’umismatics,  Inc.  's  sale  of  the  John 
Jay  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998,  Lot  1495.  The  Allenlnir);er  prov- 
enance noted  that  this  coin  came  from  S.H.  Chapman  (reyarding^  which  see 
note  above). 


Marvelous  Gem  1834  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


709  1834  0-115.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  MS-65 

(NGC).  An  e.xceptional  specimen  with  retlective  fields  and  frosted 
devices,  beautifully  toned  in  golden  hues  at  the  extreme  peripher- 
ies and  concentric  circles  of  pale  blue  and  deep  slate  gr.iy  at  center. 
Impressive  eye  appeal,  the  lively  surfaces  and  lovely  toning  adding 
a great  deal  to  the  overall  quality  of  the  coin.  The  strike  is  a bit  soft 
as  usually  seen,  a single  abrasion  in  front  of  Libertv's  nose  is  the 
only  mark  that  keeps  this  from  a still  higher  grade,  .^n  exciting 
olTcring  sure  to  interest  those  who  appreeiate  fine  toning 
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Important  1836  Reeded  Edge  500 

Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40.  Deep  golden  gray  verging  on  slate 
in  places.  Bursts  of  pale  silver  lustre  crowd  the  obverse  stars  and 
the  reverse  eagle  details.  Essentially  devoid  of  unsightly  marks  save 
for  some  small  pecks  below  the  6 in  the  date.  A prized  rarity  in  all 
grades-just  1,200  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were  reportedly 
struck.  The  first  issue  struck  with  steam  power,  the  single  most 
important  innovation  in  American  minting  history.  A pleasing 
example  that  will  cause  a bidding  stir  among  collectors  eager  to 
add  this  rarity  to  their  cabinet. 


711  1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bright  golden  centers  give 

way  to  deep  gunmetal-blue  halos,  the  whole  colorful  display  sup- 
ported by  intense  underlying  lustre.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  con- 
siderably finer  than  the  image  conjured  by  the  grade. 


712  Quartette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  tHr  1837  AU-50.  Mottled 

gray  toning  on  both  surfaces  tfr  1838  (2).  AU-58.  Lustrous;  EF- 
45.  Rich  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1839  EF-45.  Rich  mottled  gray 
with  splashes  of  reddish  orange  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with 
olive-gray  at  the  peripheries  and  soft  silver  gray  at  the  center.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 


Richly  Toned  1839  Reeded  Edge  500 

Choice  Uncirculated 


713  1839  Reeded  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Some 

silver  brightness  shows  through  deep  golden  toning  on  the  ob- 
verse, while  the  reverse  is  a casual  blend  of  medium  gold  and  sil- 
ver. A pleasing  example  ot  the  final  date  in  the  design  type. 


714  1839-0  Reeded  Edge.  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep 

lilac-gray  with  some  underlying  lustre.  A wholly  acceptable  ex- 
ample of  the  only  collectable  New  Orleans  Mint  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar  issue,  the  second  of  two  such  mintages  (the  first  year’s  issue, 
1838-0,  is  a great  rarity  with  an  estimated  20  pieces  coined,  and 
fewer  than  one  dozen  known  today). 

Crack  through  date  and  repunched  O mintmark  on  obverse,  heavy  cracks 
throughout  the  reverse  legends  also  noted;  all  are  typical  diagnostics  for  this 
issue. 


715 


1839-0  Reeded  Edge.  AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  rose 
and  electric  blue  toning  at  the  rims.  The  central  reverse  is  alive 
with  strong  mint  brilliance.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  despite 
a tiny  area  of  natural  planchet  roughness  in  the  dentils  near  the 
final  obverse  star. 


Lustrous  1839  Liberty  Seated  500 


716  1839  Liberty  Seated,  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  gray  surfaces  show  intense  blue,  rose,  and  gold  iridescence, 
with  generous  amounts  of  silver  brightness  visible  in  the  protected 
areas.  From  the  first  year  of  Christian  Gohrecht's  design  tor  the 
denomination;  drapery  details  at  Liberty's  pole  arm  elbow  were 
added  to  the  design  later  in  the  year.  A lovely  example  ot  a design 
type  that  is  scarcer  than  its  1839-dated  counterpart  with  drapery 
details. 

717  Trio  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-55:  tlf  1839 
Drapery.  Iridescent  blue,  green,  and  gold  toning  at  the  peripher- 
ies ☆ 1841-0.  Iridescent  blue,  green,  gold,  and  rose  on  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1851-0.  Partial  Drapery  variety.  Mottled  gray  toning  with 
iridescent  highlights  on  both  surfaces.  An  impressive  trio.  (Total; 
3 pieces) 
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718  Quartette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 
1840  Small  Letters.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rainbow  iridescence 
at  the  peripheries.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  prooflike  ☆ 1855-0 
Arrows.  Subdued  golden  gray  obverse  with  lustrous  reverse  ☆ 
1860-S.  Soft  golden  rose  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1875-CC.  Adjust- 
ment marks  are  noted.  Soft  pearl  gray  iridescence.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

719  Half  dozen  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-53:  ☆ 
1840-0.  Lrootlike  surfaces  with  greenish  yellow  and  blue  at  the 
obverse  periphery  and  gold,  blue,  and  rose  at  the  reverse  periph- 
ery. Partial  Drapery  variety  ☆ 1844.  Soft  silver  gray  surfaces.  Heavy 
reverse  die  cracks  in  the  legends  ☆ 1862-S.  Soft  golden  highlights 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1868.  Lustrous  with  soft  mottled  brownish 
gray  ☆ 1869.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  highlights  ☆ 1881.  Lus- 
trous with  soft  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


720  Quintette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 
1841.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  gold  ☆ 1858-S.  Soft  mottled 
golden  orange  and  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1864-S.  Broken  S mintmark. 
Minute  spotting  noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1878.  Lustrous  and 
somewhat  reflective  ☆ 1891.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  or- 
ange at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


721 


1842  Small  Date,  Medium  Letters.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Vari- 
ously called  Medium  or  Large  Letters  reverse  (Medium  Letters  is 
the  typical  nomenclature  used  by  Liberty  Seated  specialists).  Lus- 
trous pale  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny  silver  gray  surfaces. 
A sharply  struck  specimen  that  is  just  a few  small,  stray  marks 
from  a finer  grade.  Walter  Breen  called  this  date  “Very  rare  in 
Mint  State”  in  his  Encyclopedia,  and  the  PCGS  Population  Report 
supports  that  statement-only  eight  specimens  have  been  called 
MS-61  or  finer  by  that  group.  Another  attractive  rarity  that  will 
see  spirited  bidding  activity. 

PCCiS  Popiifition:  2;  6 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Numerous  reverse  die  cracks  wend  their  way  through  the  peripheral  leg- 
ends. 


722  Group  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars:  ☆ 1842  Medium  Date. 
EF-40  ☆ 1848  EF-45  ☆ 1849-0  AU-55  ☆ 1866-S  Motto.  EF-45 
☆ 1872-S  AU-5()  ☆ 1887  AU-5()  ☆ 1889  AU-50.  All  have  been 
lightly  cleaned  at  one  time,  yet  all  are  naturally  retoning  and  all  are 
still  highly  presentable  in  appearance.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

723  Quintette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 
1842-0.  Medium  Date.  Mottled  golden  orange,  blue,  and  gray 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1845.  Cfbverse  rim  break  at  6:00,  cud  below 
date.  Silver  gray  with  reddish  orange  highlights  ☆ 1855  Arrows. 
Sliver  gray  with  splashes  of  iridescent  orange  <r  1870-S.  Mottled 
olive-gray  with  splashes  of  reddish  orange  iridescence  ☆ 1880. 
Pri-iflike  surfaces  with  a mixture  of  reddish  orange  and  blue  at 
the  peripheries.  I'Total:  5 pieces) 


Popular  1842-0  Small  Date  500  Rarity 


Small  Letters,  Large  O Reverse 
’’One  of  the  Key  Varieties” 


(2x  photo) 


724  1842-0  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Small 
Letters,  Large  O mintmark  reverse  of  1841,  faint  die  crack  between 
AL  in  HALF.  Mainly  bright  silver  centers  exhibit  rich  gold  and 
violet  toning  in  places  toward  the  rims.  A few  stray  marks  are  noted, 
none  of  them  bold  enough  to  turn  a potential  bidder  away  from 
considering  the  present  specimen  of  this  rare  and  popular  variets'. 
The  Wiley-Bugert  reference  on  the  series  notes  that  this  varietv’  is 
“Extremely  scarce  in  all  grades  (but  especially  above  EF)  and  it  is 
one  of  the  key  varieties  of  the  entire  series,”  while  the  Breen  Ency- 
clopedia calls  the  issue  very  rare,  noting  that  a portion  of  the  re- 
ported mintage  figure  for  the  date  (203, ()()()  pieces)  was  actuallv 
dated  1841-0.  Breen  also  noted  the  date  was  “Usually  in  low 
grades,  prohibitively  rare  in  EF.”  We  are  fortunate  to  offer  this 
rarity  in  that  we  (or  anyone  else,  for  that  matter)  seldom  have  the 
opportunity  to  do  so.  More  than  one  specialist  will  be  aware  of 
this  particular  lot-for  good  news  spreads  quickly-and  a round  of 
hearty  bidding  is  sure  to  ensue  before  someone  takes  this  rants' 
home  to  add  to  their  collection. 

725  Quartette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  .AL'-50:  ■ 

1843.  Mottled  brownish  gray  toning  on  both  surfaces  ■ 1853  .\r- 
rows  and  Rays.  Silver  gray  surfaces  with  sea  green  at  the  peripher- 
ies 1858.  Splashes  of  reddish  orange  and  blue  toning  the  I'b 
verse,  golden  toning  on  the  reverse  ■ I8”(>-CC  Brownisli  gras 
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surfaces  with  iridescent  orange,  gold,  rose,  and  blue  highlights  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse  with  bright  iridescent  orange  and  rose 
highlights.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Gem  Mint  State  1844  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


726  1844  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  gray  with  deeper  gray  and 
gold  highlights.  Nicely  struck  with  an  abundance  of  lustre  beneath 
the  lively  toning,  imparting  much  “life”  to  this  gem.  One  might 
assume  this  is  a “common”  date  in  Uncirculated  owing  to  the 
mintage  of  more  than  1.7  million  pieces,  but  “common  here  only 
relates  to  circulated  examples  of  the  date.  In  Mint  State  it  becomes  a 
very  scarce  item,  and  when  in  choice  Mint  State,  rarity  is  the  buzz 
word.  Gem  Mint  State  specimens  such  as  the  present  coin  are  en- 
countered so  few  and  far  between  that  their  rarity  is  unquestion- 
able! As  if  to  bolster  that  bold  statement,  a glance  at  the  NGC 
Census  shows  just  two  MS-65  examples  of  the  date  certified  by 
that  firm,  with  none  finer!  Here,  then,  is  a Condition  Census  ex- 
ample of  an  issue  from  the  early  days  of  the  design  type,  a coin  that 
would  be  a splendid  addition  to  virtually  any  collection. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

727  Quintette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-55:  ☆ 

|J^45-0.  Lustrous  with  golden  brown  and  blue  at  the  obverse  pe- 
riphery, the  reverse  with  golden  toning.  Some  spotting  noted  on 
the  reverse  if  1859-0  Repunched  Date.  Breen-4891,  dash  in  field 


next  to  upper  serif  of  1,  top  of  9 protrudes  from  dentils  below 
existing  9.  A whisper  of  gold  on  both  surfaces.  ☆ 1864.  Silver  gray 
surfaces  ☆ 1872.  Lustrous  with  intermingled  blue  and  brownish 
orange  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1886.  Reflective  and  prooflike  with 
hints  of  pale  rose  and  gold.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

728  Grouping  of  EF-45  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars:  ☆ 1846  Medium 
Date.  Silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1846-0  Medium  Date.  Olive-gray  sur- 
faces with  golden  iridescent  highlights  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1849 
Repunched  Date,  repunching  plainest  at  18.  Deep  rich  olive-gray  at 
the  peripheries  with  medium  golden  gray  centers  ☆ 1 861 . Frosty  white 
surfaces  with  golden  orange  iridescence  at  the  high  points  ☆ 1861-0. 
Lustrous  with  rainbow  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1 863.  Soft  mottled 
gray  surfaces  with  splashes  of  iridescent  sunset  orange  and  gunmetal- 
blue  ☆ 1865-S.  just  a whisper  of  golden  gray  at  the  peripheries.  Nu- 
merous reverse  die  breaks  ☆ 1867.  Gunmetal-blue  and  lilac-gray  on 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1870.  Deep  rich  olive-gray  with  golden  iridescence 

☆ 1877.  Deep  rich  steel  gray  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1877-S.  Lilac-gray 
with  splashes  of  magenta  and  gunmetal-blue  at  the  centers  and  gold  at 
the  peripheries.  (Total:  1 1 pieces) 

729  Quartette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 

1848-0.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  mottled  gray,  blue,  and  golden 
toning  ☆ 1860.  Lustrous  with  iridescent  blue  and  golden  toning  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1868-S  Partial  Drapery.  Soft  golden  gray  surfaces 

☆ 1 890.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


730  1850  AU-58  PL.  Open  5 in  date.  Lustrous  deep  steel  gray  with 
intense  peach,  gold,  and  electric  blue  iridescent  highlights. 
Prooflike  fields  add  greatly  to  the  appeal  of  this  lovely  specimen. 
Much  scarcer  than  its  mintage  of  227,000  pieces  indicates-some 
of  the  mintage  of  this  (and  other  dates  of  the  immediate  time  frame, 
1850-1853)  may  have  been  melted  in  1853  when  the  weight  change 
legislation  dictated  the  new  coinage  with  arrows  at  the  date.  Struck 
from  a damaged  reverse  die  (see  below).  Choice  for  the  grade,  and 
a coin  worth  adding  to  your  half  dollar  collection. 

Breen-482().  “1850  Open  5.  Very  rare.  Knob  distant  from  cusp."  The  Wiley- 
Bugert  reference  on  the  series  notes  that  the  “open”  and  “closed"  5 for  this  date 
may  well  be  simply  die  states  that  represent  various  polished  states  of  the  die. 

The  present  coin  was  struck  from  a severely  injured  reverse  die.  The  verti- 
cal stripes  of  the  shield  are  each  composed  of  three  individual  lines.  The  first 
line  of  the  first  stripe  is  broken  at  the  top.  while  the  three  lines  of  the  third  stripe 
are  all  thin  and  tenuous,  with  just  the  central  line  actually  making  it  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  shield.  A triangular  raised  area,  almost  patch-like  in  appearance,  is 
seen  on  the  dexter  side  of  the  shield.  This  patch-hke  area  breaks  through  the 
centers  of  the  second  and  third  lines  of  the  fourth  vertical  stripe  as  well  as 
obliterating  nearly  the  entire  bottom  half  of  the  fifth  stripe  as  well  as  the  entire 
bottom  half  of  the  sixth  stripe.  This  writer  has  noticed  the  same  anomaly  on  half 
dollars  of  other  dates  in  the  era. 

731  Half  dozen  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars;  ☆ 1850-C'>  AU-55. 
C')livc-gray  with  golden  orange  highlights,  reverse  scratch  noted 
☆ 1858-0  AU-55.  Ciolden  highlights  on  both  surfaces,  an  ob- 
verse scratch  is  noted  for  accuracy  ☆ 1863-S  AU-50.  Midden  ob- 
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verse  di^s  and  some  light  abrasion  is  noted  ☆ 1875  AU-5().  Cleaned 
long  ago  with  some  scratches  visible  ☆ 1875-S  AU-53.  Breen- 
4994,  base  of  1 in  rock  above  1 m date.  Soft  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  mottled  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries,  hidden  obverse  digs 
and  minor  rim  damage  is  noted  ☆ 1879  AU-55.  Prootlike  with 
splashes  ot  reddish  brown  toning  on  both  surfaces,  light  scratches 
noted.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1851  Half  Dollar 
The  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


732  1851  MS-66  (NGC).  An  abundance  ofincredibly  bold  lustre  high- 

lights the  satiny  surtaces  while  splashes  of  deep  electric  blue  and 
gold  play  among  the  obverse  devices;  the  reverse  is  alive  with  violet 
and  deep  rose  iridescence.  The  strike  is  as  sharp  as  you  will  ever  .see 
on  any  h.ilt  dollar  ot  the  era,  the  devices  crisp  and  bold  in  all  areas. 
Another  date  that  is  considerably  rarer  than  its  mintage  of200,750 
pieces  indicates  (as  can  be  said  for  its  closest  chronological  neigh- 
bors, the  issues  of  1850  and  1852).  Many  specialists  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  some  ot  the  mintage  for  this  date  (and  the  1852  half  dollar 
as  well)  may  never  have  left  the  Mint,  instead  going  to  the  crucibles 
for  melting  when  the  new  design  type  with  arrows  was  issued  in 
IM5.'j  The  present  coin  has  no  peers  in  the  NGC  grading  report, 
nor  arc  any  bctter-it  stands  alone  as  the  finest  certified  example  of 
the  date  available  in  an  NCiC  holder,  and  will  be  of  particular  inter- 
tt  t<:  many  bidders  ,is  a result. 

S-'.i  ■ an  I none  tinrr 


733  1851  AU-55.  Frosty  silver  gray  with  bold  rose  and  electric  blue 

highlights.  Sharply  struck  and  visually  appealing.  A popular  and 
scarce  date  that  always  receives  the  attention  of  collectors  when 
offered. 


734  1852  AU-50.  Obverse  lightly  brushed  at  center.  Pale  champagne 

toning  and  generous  amounts  of  bright  silver  lustre  remain  on  sat- 
iny surfaces.  One  of  77,130  half  dollars  of  the  date  struck,  a low 
mintage  when  compared  to  other  dates  of  the  era;  in  fact,  it  is  far 
and  away,  the  lowest  mintage  for  a date  in  the  series  up  to  1852!  A 
nice  coin  despite  a few  minor  drawbacks. 


735  1852-0  AU-50.  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Decidedly 
prooflike  on  the  reverse.  A nicely  struck  example  of  a popular 
branch  mint  issue. 

736  Quartette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-55:  ☆ 
1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  pe- 
ripheries ☆ 1861-S.  Soft  golden  orange  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1867- 
S.  Lustrous  ☆ 1873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of 
golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

737  With  Arrows  half  dollar  duet:  ☆ 1854  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Largely  brilliant  with  warm  rose  and  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1873  Ar- 
rows. AU-58  (NGC).  Rich  and  deep  gold  and  peach  toning  on 
golden  gray  surtaces.  Some  shallow  obverse  digs  noted  in  the  dex- 
ter field.  A nice  duo.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

738  Half  dozen  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars:  ☆ 1834-t'>  Arrows. 
EF-45  ☆ 1860-0  AU-5()  ☆ 1871  AU-55.  Date  in  rocks,  base  of  1 
above  8 in  date  ☆ 1874  Arrows.  AU-50  ☆ 1877-CC  EF-45  ■ 
1888  AU-5().  All  have  been  cleaned  at  one  time.  (Total:  6 piecev' 
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Gem  Proof  1855/4  Arrows  50^ 

A Notable  Rarity 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


739  1855/4  Arrows.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Sultry  lilac  gray  with  rich  rose, 

gold,  and  pale  blue  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  mainly  lilac  gray 
on  the  reverse.  The  motifs  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  refiective, 
though  the  cameo  they  provide  is  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder. 
Very  few  Proofs  of  this  overdate  exist;  the  Wiley-Bugert  reference 
notes  “at  least  three.”  As  noted  in  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  none  other 
than  Q.  David  Bowers  was  the  discoverer  ot  this  rare  variety.  On 
the  present  coin,  the  overdate  feature  is  strong  and  unmistakable, 
with  traces  of  the  previous  numerals  seen  at  the  8 and  first  5,  and 
the  crossbar  of  the  underlying  4 balances  plainly  on  the  ball  ot  the 
second  5 in  the  date  (the  same  die  was  also  used  tor  circulation 
strikes  of  the  issue).  Even  without  the  overdate  details  the  date  is  a 
great  rarity  in  Proof— Breen  knew  of  “less  than  a dozen  1855  halt 
doOars  in  Proof,  and  he  identified  only  two  or  three  ot  them  as 
overdates.  A very  rare  and  interesting  coin  that  will  see  a memo- 
rable bout  of  bidding  activity  before  it  lends  its  beauty  to  an  out- 
standing collection. 

NGC  Census:  3 (including  one  called  CAMEO);  none  finer.  PCGS  has 
certified  only  three  Proof  1K.S5/4  halves,  only  one  of  which  is  Proof-65  with 
none  finer. 

In  his  former  company’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasherg  Collection  (April 
1997),  Dave  Powers  made  the  following  comments  about  this  rare  issue.  1 he 


fund  of  information  on  the  Proofs  of  the  1H55  year,  overdate  as  well  as  perfect 
date,  is  very  sparse.  The  cataloguer  suspects  that  a careful  examination  of  Proof 
1855  half  dollars  may  yield  a few  more  overdates.  In  any  event,  the  issue  in  its 
entirety  is  extremely  rare,  and  taken  as  a group,  the  1855/4  as  well  as  1855  Proofs 
are  seldom  seen,  and  years  can  pass  between  offerings.” 


740 


Elusive  1855-S  Arrows  50(i 

First  Year  of  San  Francisco  Mint  50^  Coinage 


1855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  with  heavy 
golden  toning  in  places.  While  some  faint  marks  are  present,  none 
of  them  are  serious  enough  to  warrant  individual  mention.  A scarce 
issue  representing  the  first  half  dollar  coinage  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Mint  (which  opened  a year  earlier,  in  1854),  and  always  popu- 
lar as  such.  Much  of  the  date’s  mintage  of  129,950  pieces  saw  heavy 
use  in  commerce  on  the  West  coast,  and  high-grade  survivors  from 
that  mintage  are  difficult  to  come  by.  NGC  has  certified  just  two 
AU-50  examples  of  the  date,  with  nine  examples  of  the  date  in 
finer  grades  than  the  present  coin,  and  only  four  of  those  finer 
pieces  are  Uncirculated.  Rarity  beckons! 

NGC  Census;  2;  9 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Another  Nice  1855-S  Half  Dollar 


741  1855-S  Arrows.  Net  EF-40  (NCS);  overall  sharpness  and  ap- 
peal of  AU-50,  but  microscopically  porous.  Even  medium  gray 
with  golden  gray  highlights.  No  marks  of  significance  are  present, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  coin  is  actually  quite  sharp  and  fine  to 
the  unaided  eye.  Don’t  count  out  this  example  of  this  rare  date 
until  you’ve  had  an  opportunity  to  view  it,  for  you,  like  us,  may  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

742  Pair  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  MS-60:  ☆ 1856- 
O.  Lightly  repunched  6.  Lustrous  with  reddish  golden  toning  at 
the  obverse  periphery  and  golden  toning  at  the  reverse  periphery 
☆ 1866  Motto.  Lustrous  with  lovely  rose-gold  toning  at  the  pe- 
ripheries. (Total:  2 pieces) 
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Choice  Proof  1859  Half  Dollar 


743  1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  gray  mirrors  support  frosted  pale 

Sliver  gray  motifs.  Lively  golden  iridescence  resides  in  the  details 
of  the  motifs,  adding  an  extra  element  of  beauty.  From  a Proof 
mintage  for  the  date  of  800  pieces,  though  Walter  Breen  noted 
that  many  Proofs  of  the  date  were  “melted  as  unsold.” 


744  1859  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A pleasing,  sharply  struck  specimen  with 
muted  silver  gray  and  a modicum  of  reflectivity  on  the  obverse, 
and  with  pale  champagne  iridescence  and  light  cameo  contrast  on 
the  reverse. 

745  Quintette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  AU-58:  ☆ 
1859.  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  obverse  periphery  ☆ 
187 1-S.  Lustrous  with  mottled  reddish  gold  at  the  obverse  and  re- 
verse, the  reverse  also  has  splashes  of  bluish  gray  at  the  periphery 
☆ 1872.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  gray  on  the  obverse  and 
iridescent  blue  and  magenta  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1876.  Lustrous  with 
gunmetal-blue  and  rose  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1883.  Lustrous  with 
iridescent  green,  blue,  and  gold  at  the  obverse  periphery,  the  re- 
verse with  iridescent  blue  and  reddish  gold.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

746  Trio  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  EF-40:  ☆ 1859- 
S.  Bluish  gray  surfaces  with  splashes  of  rose  ☆ 1873  Arrows.  Open 
3.  Mixture  of  gunmetal-blue.  lavender,  and  rose  on  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1885.  Rich  bluish  gray  with  hints  of  magenta  and  gold. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  With  Motto  500 


747  1866  .Vlotto.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  appealing  gem.  Gently  undu- 

l.iting  lustre  supports  rich  rose,  gunmetal-blue,  and  gold  lustre  on 
s.itinv.  nutte-likc  surfaces,  A nucly  struck  specimen  from  the  first 
t ar  ofth  denomination  to  bear  the  motto  IN  GC>n  WE  TRUST 


on  the  reverse.  What  may  be  the  top  of  an  errant  8 is  seen  in  the 
dentils  below  the  existing  8 in  the  date  (not  to  be  confused  with 
the  variety  with  an  errant  6 in  the  dentils  below  the  second  6 in 
the  date).  Choice  and  attractive,  and  among  the  finest  baker’s  dozen 
of  specimens  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  5;  8 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


Important  1870-CC  500  Rarity 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


748  1870-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  golden  gray  surfaces 

show  deeper  gold  and  blue  at  the  rims.  A prized  rarity  within  the 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series,  where  it  is  considered  the  third 
rarest  date  (after  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  and  1878-S  rarities),  and 
a date  that  is  recognized  by  collectors  in  general  for  its  genuinelv 
rare  nature.  One  of  just  54,617  pieces  struck  of  the  date,  virtually 
all  of  which  apparently  went  immediately  into  circulation.  When 
found  today,  specimens  are  apt  to  be  just  VG  or  so.  often  lower, 
and  any  example  of  the  date  at  EF  or  finer  is  a prize  that  dr.iws 
immediate  and  deserved  attention.  For  the  record,  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.  specimen  was  graded  just  \T-20  when  ofYea'd.  and 
even  finding  that  specimen  was  a much  heralded  event  for  .Mr. 
Eliasberg-at  the  time  of  acquisition,  it  was  among  the  finest  ex- 
amples of  the  date  extant!  The  present  coin  a the  only  example 
called  AU-5()  by  NGC!.  and  none  liave  been  graded  liner  bv  that 


AMI  KK'AN  NUMISMA  TIC'  KAKl  I II  S 


The  Classics  Sale 


167 


749 


firm.  Indeed,  one  could  count  the  known  Mint  State  examples  of 
this  date  on  one  hand,  and  probably  have  a finger  or  two  left  over! 
We  expect  serious  bidding  competition  for  what  is  currently  the 
finest  NGC-certified  example  of  the  date  known,  so  raise  your 
bidding  paddle  high  if  you  expect  to  be  competitive  when  this  lot 
crosses  the  auction  block! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


1872-CC  EF-45.  Smooth  silver  gray  high  points  with  rich  sea 
green  and  gold  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  and  with  smoky  silver 
highlights  on  the  reverse.  Satiny  lustre  rolls  serenely  below  the 
enticing  toning  highlights,  making  the  present  coin  a visual  siren 
that  beckons  to  viewers.  Much  scarcer  than  its  mintage  of 257,000 
pieces  suggests,  and  it  is  worthwhile  to  note  that  Walter  Breen 
claimed  that  some  of  the  mintage  of  this  date  was  melted  in  1873. 
Nicely  struck-the  Wiley-Bugert  reference  notes  “Sharp,  strong 
strikes  are  uncommon”  for  this  date,  but  the  present  coin  is  in 
pleasing  contradiction  to  that  claim.  A tiny  spot  near  Liberty’s  shin 
is  the  only  mark  of  note,  though  a diligent  search  will  reveal  a few 
scattered  ticks.  This  popular  Carson  City  issue  is  both  affordable 
and  collectable.  It  is  definitely  choice  EF  by  any  standards,  and 
worthy  of  a strong  bid  as  such. 

In  his  Emydopedia,  Walter  Breen  noted  that  “at  least  four  pairs  of  dies”  were 
shipped  to  the  Carson  City  Mint  for  the  half  dollars  of  1872.  Neither  the  Breen 
nor  the  Wiley-Bugert  references  discuss  the  mintniark  styles  of  the  date  in  any 
detail.  The  present  coin’s  mmtmark  is  fairly  high  and  large  and  consists  of  two 
well-formed  letters,  each  of  which  is  nearly  “closed.”  The  mintmark  leans  left 
and  runs  upward  to  the  right,  with  the  first  C lower  than  the  second  C.  The 
space  between  the  two  letters  is  virtually  as  wide  as  either  letter.  The  serif  of  the 
first  C is  just  left  of  the  arrow  feather  above,  while  the  second  C is  nicely  cen- 
tered below  the  crotch  of  the  arrow  and  stem,  closer  to  the  stem  than  the  arrow. 


Important  Mint  State  1872-S  50<? 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


750  1872-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  with  intense  pastel 

iridescence  and  strong  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A 
.sharply  struck  specimen  from  a mintage  of  580,000  pieces,  a num- 
ber that  belies  the  true  rarity  of  the  date  in  choice  Mint  State;  like  so 
many  other  issues  of  the  era  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  most  of 
the  mintage  found  its  way  into  circulation,  with  nice  VF  or  EF  coins 
about  the  finest  that  is  typically  available  today.  The  present  coin  is 
a Condition  Census  example,  as  least  where  specimens  of  the  date  in 
PCGS  holders  are  concerned-only  one  example  of  the  date  has  been 
graded  finer  by  that  firm.  Simply  put,  a beautiful  example  of  a date 
that  is  downright  rare  when  found  so  fine. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-65). 
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Gem  Proof  1873  Half  Dollar 
No  Arrows,  Closed  3 


751  1873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs 

and  mirror  fields  display  splashes  ofintense  electric  blue,  rose,  gold, 
and  peach  on  the  obverse,  with  bright  blue  and  gold  the  dominant 
colors  on  the  reverse.  A sharply  struck  gem  from  a mintage  of  600 
Proofs  ot  the  type,  all  sans  arrows  and  with  Closed  3 in  date  (the 
Proofs  with  arrows  at  date  were  struck  to  the  tune  of  550  pieces 
and  with  Open  3 in  date).  An  intensely  toned  specimen  with  su- 
perb visual  appeal. 


752  1873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  EF-45.  Deep  lilac  and  sea  green  ton- 

ing, possibly  artificially  applied.  Some  light,  well-hidden  scratches 
are  noted  at  Miss  Liberty’s  neckline.  A popular  and  scarce  date 
with  a mintage  of  2 14,000  pieces  (slightly  more  than  half  of  its 
counterpart  with  arrows  at  date  from  later  in  the  year);  Breen  noted 
in  his  Encyclopedia  that  many  examples  of  the  present  date  were 
“melted  after  April  1873,”  and  noted  as  well  that  the  date  is  “usu- 
ally m low  grades”  when  located.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
all  details  nicely  presented.  A fine  opportunity’. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1873  Arrows  500 

Among  10  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


753  1873  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  intense  lustre 

that  glows  beneath  pale  gold  and  peach  iridescence,  a coin  that 
defines  both  gem  quality  and  eye  appeal.  Aside  from  a hint  of  weak- 
ness in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses,  the  present  gem  is  nicely  struck,  which 
of  course,  adds  greatly  to  the  overall  picture.  A perennial  favorite 
with  ty’pe  coin  collectors  and  half  dollar  specialists  alike,  especially 
so  in  gem  Uncirculated.  Visually  exciting  and  worthy  of  strong 
bidding  activity. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2 finer  (both  MS-f)6). 
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Choice  AU  1873-CC  Arrows  50^ 


754  1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  A frosty  and  satiny  lilac-ttray 
specimen  that  approaches  Mint  State  at  many  levels-both  the  eye 
appeal  and  the  lustre  say  “Uncirculated”  at  first  glance.  Indeed, 
many  of  us  have  encountered  similar  coins  called  Mint  State!  Large 
CC  mintmark  on  reverse.  A nicely  struck  specimen  of  a date  that 
has  long  been  a favorite  with  half  dollar  collectors  and  Carson  City 
Mint  specialists  alike.  Bid  strongly  on  this  one-we  practically  guar- 
antee you'll  be  glad  you  did! 

An  account  in  thejuly  23,  1873  edition  ofthe  Carson  City  Appeal  had  the 
following  to  say  about  this  issue:  “Dies  for  the  stamping  of  half  dollars  and  a new 
set  of  test  weights  came  to  the  Mint  yesterday.  The  new  regulation  half  dollar  is 
to  be  something  heavier  than  the  old  one;  and  it  is  to  have  a device  indicating  its 
weight-reversed  arrow  heads  each  side  of  the  date.” 

755  Quartette  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  grading  EF-45:  ☆ 

1873-S  Arrows,  Open  3.  Mottled  olive-gray  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces  ☆ 1874-S.  Lilac-gray  with  golden  highlights  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  sea  green  ☆ 1882.  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces  with 
minute  spotting  noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1884.  Mixture  of 
deep  sea  green,  gray,  and  golden  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1874  Arrows  50^ 


756  1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  warm  golden 

toning  highlights.  A wholly  pleasing  example  of  this  popular  type 
issue. 


757  1874-CC  Arrows.  ■VF-20  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  with  some 

rose  iridescence.  (Ine  of59,0()0  examples  ot  the  date  struck,  mak- 
ing for  a popular  key  date  in  all  grades-VF  specimens  such  as  of- 
fered here  are  always  in  demand  as  type  coins  and  as  additions  to 
half  dollar  or  Carson  City  coinage  reference  collections. 


758  1875-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  delight.  Pale  golden  toning  graces 

lustrous  surfaces.  The  only  blemishes  of  note  are  a few  toning  flecks 
near  the  bottom  ofthe  obverse. 


759 


1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  lilac-gray  with  strong  lustre.  Peach, 
gold,  and  pale  sea  green  iridescence  highlights  the  obverse,  while 
electric  blue  dominates  the  reverse. 


760  1877  Proof-64.  A lovely  choice  cameo  Proof  with  frosty,  brilliant 

motifs  completely  encircled  by  fiery  gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue 
iridescence.  One  ot  just  510  Proofs  of  the  date  produced,  the  low- 
est Proof  mintage  figure  for  any  date  in  the  series  after  1865.  A 
delight  to  behold! 


761  1877-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Somewhat  prooflike  surfaces  and  frosty, 
appealing  devices  display  rich  and  deep  shades  of  golden  toning 
that  are  as  vivid  as  the  intense  lustre  that  rolls  beneath.  Sharply 
struck  with  even  the  finest  of  details  crisp  and  bold. 

762  1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty  motifs  and 
prooflike  fields  bathed  in  pale  golden  toning  highlights.  A nice 
coin  for  the  grade. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


The  Classics  Sale 


Superb  Choice  Uncirculated  1878  Half  Dollar 


763  1878  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  and  effulgent  underly- 

ing lustre  combine  here  in  a satiny  beauty  that  is  easily  as  “gem”  as 
many,  many  examples  of  the  date  (or  type)  currently  in  MS-65  or 
finer  PCGS  holders,  and  we  mean  it!  You  will  probably  never  see  a 
liner  MS-64  graded  coin  than  the  present  half  dollar.  A touch  of 
striking  weakness  is  present  in  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  details,  and  some 
weakness  is  also  seen  at  the  eagle’s  dexter  claw  on  the  reverse,  oth- 
erwise this  coin  nears  perfection  in  many  ways.  Indeed,  it  takes  a 
good  eye  and  a lengthy  examination  under  low  magnification  to 
find  a mark  of  any  size,  much  less  one  of  disturbing  proportions. 
We  predict  that  this  coin  will  never  be  seen  again  in  a Mint  State- 
64  holder  once  it  leaves  the  sanctity  of  this  auction,  and  we  also 
predict  “MS-64  money”  will  have  fallen  by  the  wayside  when  the 
final  hammer  falls  on  this  lot! 

PCGS  Population:  13;  10  finer  {MS-66  finest). 


764  1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  steel  gray  with  pale  golden 
highlights  on  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  An  attractive  cameo 
half  dollar  that  has  all  the  appearance  of  a finer  grade. 

765  1880  Proof-63.  Lively  deep  gold  and  electric  blue  iridescence 
floods  the  mirrored  fields  and  frosty  motifs  of  this  attractive  Proof 
halt  dollar.  Some  fiatness  of  strike  is  seen  at  the  eagle’s  neck  and 
head,  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  Proofs  of  the  era. 


767 


768 


1883  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  and  lustrous  medium  slate  gray  with 
rich  peach,  rose,  and  electric  blue  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas. 


1884  Proof-64.  Largely  brilliant  with  a dusting  of  pale  rose  and 
some  modest  cameo  contrast. 

Minute  repunching  seen  above  lower  left  serif  of  1 in  date. 


Gem  1892  Barber  500 


769 


1892  MS-65  (ICG).  Frosty  deep  golden  gray  with  strong  under- 
lying lustre  that  supports  wisps  of  pale  blue  and  rose  iridescence 
on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned  in  blue  and  slate.  A 
nicely  struck  example  from  the  first  year  of  Barber’s  austere  Lib- 
erty style;  its  mintage  of  934,000  business  strikes  earmarks  it  as 
one  of21  dates  in  the  series  (1892-1915)  with  a mintage  that  dips 
below  the  one  million  mark.  A sharply  struck  gem. 


766  1881  .MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous,  deep  golden  gray  on  the 

obverse  with  bursts  of  electric  blue  at  the  rims;  the  reverse  is  chiefly 
gold  with  some  blue  and  violet  iridescence  toward  the  rims.  Some- 
what prcxiflike,  as  might  be  expected  from  a date  where  only  10,(K)0 
irculation  strikes  were  produced.  Finer  to  this  writer’s  eye  than 
the  grade  impln  ■>,  and  worthy  of  lively  bidding  activity  as  a result. 


Barber  and  Walker  500  Mix 

770  Five  certified  Barber  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars;  ☆ 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  with  strong  lustre, 
choice  for  the  grade  ☆ 1894-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty  with  rich  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1916  MS-63  (ANACS).  Golden 
highlights  ☆ 1917  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1917- 
D Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-62  (NGC).  Deep  and  rich  golden  ton- 
ing. (Total:  5 pieces) 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1905-S  Barber  500 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

771  1905-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  violet,  electric  blue,  rose,  and 

carmine  toning  highlights  vie  with  mint  brilliance  on  the  satiny 
surfaces  of  this  gem  Uncirculated  Barber  halt  dollar.  Nicely  struck 
with  full  details  present  on  both  sides.  Only  a tiny  number  of 
1905-S  half  dollars  are  available  today  in  gem  Mint  State  despite 
the  mintage  for  the  date  of  nearly  2.5  million  coins.  As  with  most 
San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  the  era,  the  majority  of  the  mintage 
of  this  date  went  into  circulation.  One  of  just  six  1905-S  half 
dollars  called  MS-65  by  PCGS;  only  three  examples  of  the  date 
have  received  finer  grades  from  that  firm.  A superb  addition  to 
any  advanced  Barber  set. 

PCGS  Popufition:  6;  3 finer  (IVlS-67  finest). 


Gem  Proof  1910  Barber  500 

Intense  Pastel  Toning 


(2.\  photo) 


772  1910  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Rich  pastel  shades  of  peach,  rose,  and 

pale  blue  grace  the  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields 
of  this  delightful  gem  Proof  Barber  half  dollar.  Only  551  Proof 
examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  the  fifth  lowest  Proof  produc- 
tion figure  in  the  series  (1892-1915).  Of  the  number  certified  by 
PCGS,  only  one  specimen  exceeds  the  grade  of  the  present  piece! 
Simply  put,  a nice  coin,  and  about  as  fine  as  you  will  ever  see  in  a 
PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 


773  1910  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A bright  choice  Proof  Barber  half  dollar 

with  a modest  sheen  of  attractive  pale  golden  toning.  Frosts.-  mo- 
tifs and  mirror  fields  show  a pleasing  though  light  cameo  contrast. 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1911  Half  Dollar 


774  1911  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  save  for  a nuance 

ol  gold  at  the  rims.  The  central  devices  are  fully  frosted  and  the 
mirror  fields  are  deep  and  enchanting,  making  for  a pleasing  Proof 
Barber  halt  dollar  in  all  regards.  One  of  543  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck,  the  third  lowest  Proof  production  run  in  the  series!  Only 
three  other  e.xamples  of  the  date  have  received  finer  grades  from 
NGC  within  the  designation. 

NGC  Census:  9;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67  Cameo). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1912-D  Barber  500 


775  1912-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  and  lustrous  gem  with  a nuance 

ot  pale  champagne  toning.  Nicely  struck  and  quite  elusive  in  gem 
Mint  State.  NGC  has  certified  just  five  examples  of  this  issue  in 
finer  grades,  one  of  which  is  the  Eliasberg  coin.  A great  opportu- 
nity for  a Barber  coinage  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  15;  5 finer  (all  MS-66). 


776 


1916  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty  matte-like  example  from  the  first 
year  ot  the  design  rvpe.  Deep  gold,  violet,  and  blue  highlights  adorn 
both  highly  lustrous  sides,  especially  so  the  reverse,  which  is  mainly 
deep  golden  gray.  An  impressive  gem  in  many  respects. 


777  1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  medium 

silver  gray  with  rich  gold  and  rose  highlights  at  the  peripheries. 


778 


1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  highly  lustrous  coin,  one  that 
immediately  conjures  up  the  overall  impression  of  a finer  grade. 
Deep  shades  of  champagne  gold  and  a nice  strike  certainly  add  to 
the  overall  eye  appeal. 


Choice  Mint  State  1920-S  Liberty  Walking  500 


779  1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  lustre  on  pale 

golden  surfaces,  nicely  struck  with  much  hand  detail  at  the  ob- 
verse center  and  with  grand  overall  eye  appeal  in  general.  Scarce  in 
choice  Mint  State  or  better  despite  a somewhat  lofty  mintage  for 
the  date  of  more  than  4.6  million  coins;  evidently  only  a very  small 
proportion  of  that  mintage  was  ever  put  aside  by  numismatists  or 
other  interested  parties.  Fortunately  for  today’s  collecting  com- 
munity, the  present  coin  was  lovingly  saved  some  83  years  ago, 
and  is  now  offered  here  to  what  will  surely  prove  to  be  an  appre- 
ciative auction  audience. 


780  1933-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  iiiamlv  brilliant  sur- 

faces tempered  with  rich  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  \ tyspulardate 
from  the  only  mint  to  issue  half  dollars  (a  denomination  w hu  h 
hadn’t  been  coined  since  the  1929-1 ) and  S issues  this  vear'  Slurplv 
struck  with  full  central  details. 
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Splendid  Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 

First  Half  Dollar  Proofs  Since  1915 


(2x  photo) 

781  1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  reflective  with 

a dusting  of  frost  on  the  central  motifs,  The  first  year  ot  Proof 
coinage  for  general  distribution  in  the  denomination  since  1915, 
and  an  issue  that  was  eagerly  greeted  by  collectors  of  the  era  who 
saved  many  gorgeous  examples  ot  the  date— such  as  the  present  coin— 
for  future  generations  to  enjoy. 


A Second  Gem  1936  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

782  1936  Proof-66  (NGC).  Nearly  full  brilliance  offset  by  the  slight- 

est hint  of  pale  gold.  Satiny  in  the  fields  and  very  slightly  frosted 
on  the  motifs,  as  are  nearly  all  of  the  Proofs  of  the  date,  of  which 
3,901  examples  were  produced.  Another  great  gem  Proof  example 
of  the  first  such  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1915. 


783  1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  Smoky  golden  toning  on  refiective  sur- 

faces. One  of  5, 728  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 
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784  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  threesome,  all  ICG-ccrtified:  ☆ 
1939  MS-66.  A nuance  of  pale  golden  toning  ☆ 1942  MS-66,  “blast 
white  brilliance  ☆ 1942-D  MS-65.  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Three  nice  gems.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

785  Fair  of  PCGS-certified  Proof-65  Liberty  Walking  half  dol- 
lars: ☆ 1940.  Dusky  golden  iridescence  ☆ 1941.  Fully  brilliant 
with  a whisper  of  cameo  contrast.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


786  1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  a touch  oflight  frost 

on  the  motifs.  A dazzling  gem  m all  regards.  Variety  without 
designer’s  monogram  on  the  reverse;  it  has  been  slowly  polished 
from  the  die  (and  can  be  collected  in  various  states  from  full  pres- 
ence of  the  monogram  to  the  present  die  state). 


787  1941  MS-67  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a bare  touch  of  pale 
golden  iridescence.  A satisfactory  gem. 

788  Pair  ofMS-66  certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1943-D  MS-66  (NGC). 
Warm  golden  halos  at  the  rims  ☆ 1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Just  a dust- 
ing ol  pale  champagne  toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


789  1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous,  just 

the  way  you  like  your  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars!  Some  strik- 
ing weakness  is  noted,  as  is  often  the  case  for  this  date-Liberty’s 
hand  details  are  present  but  not  full.  While  ten  score  and  more 
examples  of  this  date  have  been  called  MS-66  by  PCGS,  only  two 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer!  All  we  can  say  is 
that  they  must  be  fine  coins  indeed  to  surpass  the  present  coin  in 
quality  and  appearance. 

PCGS  Population:  210;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 


790  1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  pale  pas- 
tel toning  highlights  on  the  obverse,  but  with  deep  golden  splashes 
on  the  reverse.  A key  date  in  the  series  when  presented  in  gem 
Mint  State  with  FBL  details. 

791  Group  of  Franklin  half  dollar  rolls,  all  coins  MS-63  or  so,  many 
finer.  Rolls  include:  ☆ 1959  ☆ 1959-D  ☆ 1960  ☆ 196()-D  ☆ 1961- 
D ☆ 1962-D  ☆ 1963  ☆ 1963-0.  A nice  group,  certainly  worth 
looking  through  as  who  knows  what  modern-day  treasure  could 
be  lurking  within.  (Total:  8 rolls,  160  coins) 
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SILVER  DOLLARS 

Silver  dollars  arc  classic  favorites  for  collectors  of  United  States 
coins,  and  their  “crown-size”  counterparts  across  the  world  are  like- 
wise enthusiastically  sought  after  for  their  impressive  size  and  his- 
torical significance.  Our  offering  of  dollars  begins  with  over  two  dozen 
early  issues,  from  1795  through  1803,  the  vast  majority  of  them  grad- 
ing Extremely  Fine  through  Mint  State.  Highlights  among  them  are 
five  AU  1795  Flowing  Hair  pieces,  including  one  in  a very  rare  die 
state,  a double  struck  1801,  a Mint  State  1799,  a Mint  State  1800 
(likely  tbe  finest  known  of  its  variety),  and  a Mint  State  1802  from 
the  Norweb  Collection.  The  Liberty  Seated  motif  is  first  represented 
by  the  famous  Gobrecht  dollar,  and  continues  to  include  gem  Proofs 
of  1860,  1864,  and  1869,  among  other  prized  issues.  Morgan  dollars 
include  a gem  1892-0,  and  a Proof-67  1897  that  lead  nicely  into  a 
star-studded  offering  of  trade  dollars.  Many  nice  examples  form  the 
groundwork,  while  rarities  such  as  a Gem  Mint  State  1873,  and  a 
Mint  State  1873-CC  are  a glimpse  of  what  is  to  come.  Among  Gem 
Proofs  one  will  find  spectacular  examples  of  1879  and  1880  graded 
Proof-67  and  Proof-68  respectively!  Among  circulation  strikes  the 

1877- CC  in  MS-63  will  delight,  while  the  Norweb  specimen  of  the 

1878- CC  graded  MS-64  will  astound. 


Splendid  AU  1795  $1 

Flowing  Hair 


(2x  photo) 

792  1795  Bowers  Borckardt-14  Bolender-4.  Rarity-3.  Flowing 

Hair.  Two  Leaves.  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  traces  of  original  lustre  remaining,  most  notably  around  the 
devices.  While  some  softness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  higher  points 
such  as  the  eagle’s  breast  and  right  wing,  the  coin  mostly  offers 
good  definition  and  it  is  evenly  struck.  A tew  trivial  flakes  from 
the  planchet  are  detected  on  the  reverse,  minor  artifacts  of  tire  coin- 
ing process,  as  are  a few  short  adjustment  marks  visible  on  the  ob- 
verse, confined  to  the  central  portrait.  While  BB-14  is  known  in 
Mint  State,  examples  are  few  in  number  and  even  an  AU  speci- 
men of  a Flowing  Hair  dollar  such  as  the  present  coin  is  certainly  a 
respectable  property. 
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Lustrous  1795  Flowing  Hair  SI 

Two  Leaves 


(2x  photo; 

793  1795  BB-21,  B-1.  Rarit\’-2.  Flowing  Flair.  Two  Leaves.  AU- 

58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilli.iiu  silver  surfaces.  Strong  mint  lustre  cov- 
ers tnuch  oi  the  surtaces,  with  a tew  areas  muted  bv  soft  gray  toning. 
Traces  of  Mitt  golden  brown,  lilac,  and  pale  blue  add  to  the  visual 
appeal.  Nicely  struck  with  excellent  definition  of  the  central  details, 
e’.  en  taking  into  consideration  the  ettects  ot  numerous  fine  adjust- 
ment marks  that  crtixx  the  obverse.  These  are  struck  out  in  large 
P ‘'^  iiid  only  tine  lines  remain  visible.  None  are  immediatelv  ap- 
iri  ..r,  nid  over, ill  thev  are  quite  minor  when  compared  to  those 
t ■ rid  : n iir.  ither  spei  irnens.  A respectable  grade  tor  the  issue. 

h illenging  the  i oiiilition  < ensiis  for  the  vanerv.  An 
r VI  .IS  f lowing  ll.iir  dollars  with  as  much  genuine 
*•*  : ! t : .il  o|)  till  pr  ,ent  ex.imple  .ire  ; .ircels  ecu. 


Superb  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 

AU-53  (NGC),  Rare  Die  State 


794  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  AU- 

53  (NGC).  Deep  gray  surfaces  exhibit  significant  frosty  lustre  and 
careful  examination  reveals  a variegated  scheme  ot  highlights  within 
the  attractiw  toning.  Excellent  eye  appeal,  well-preserved,  some 
adjustment  marks  noted  at  rim  outside  of  stars  12  through  15  and 
to  a lesser  extent  at  the  .absolute  center  of  the  obverse.  Only  light 
scattered  contact  points,  and  an  inherent  patch  ofplanchet  rough- 
ness resembling  a circular  lamination  is  located  under  the  bust  high 
above  the  17  ot  the  date.  Rare  die  state  IV,  showing  clash  marks 
clearly  around  the  obverse  portrait,  especially  in  front  of  Liberty's 
lips-notably,  D.ive  Bowers  had  never  seen  this  die  state  when  he 
included  it  in  his  Silrcr  Dollar  Encyclopedia,  a testament  to  its  rarity 
trom  someone  who  has  been  handling  early  dollars  for  the  better 
part  ot  50  years.  Admittedly,  an  attraction  such  as  a rare  die  state 
matters  to  only  a small  proportion  of  those  who  would  derive  a 
great  deal  ot  enjoyment  from  owning  a high-grade  1795  Flowing 
Hair  dollar  such  as  this,  but  it  is  interesting  nonetheless.  Whether 
your  interest  is  in  a choice  specimen  of  the  type  or  a scarce  die 
state  ot  the  BB-27  variety,  this  coin  is  one  to  pursue  with  ardor. 


AU  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 

Three  Leaves 


795  1795  BB-27.  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  AU- 

50  (NGC).  Deep  steel  gray  recesses  contrast  nicely  with  the  lighter 
gray  devices.  Some  original  lustre  remains,  mostly  in  the  protected 
recesses  ot  the  reverse.  Though  slight  softness  is  noted  on  the  high- 
est central  devices,  the  strike  is  sharp  for  the  issue.  .A  few  minor 
marks  are  visible  upon  careful  inspection,  but  none  are  distracting 
to  the  unaided  eye.  Free  ot  adjustment  marks  and  a pleasing  ex- 
ample overall. 
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Popular  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

796  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  AU- 

50.  Deep  silver  gray  surfaces  with  rich  gold,  lilac,  and  violet  ton- 
ing highlights.  The  well-known  “bar  variety,  so  named  due  to  a 
raised  diagonal  bar,  perhaps  the  result  ot  the  slip  ot  an  engraver  s 
hand,  that  appears  in  the  obverse  field  behind  Miss  Liberty  s head. 
Some  central  adjustment  marks  are  lightly  defined  on  Miss  Liberty  s 
portrait;  a few  other  taint  marks  are  seen,  most  noticeably  a tiny 
rim  bruise  above  TY  on  the  obverse.  An  attractive  coin  overall, 
one  that  should  see  unflagging  pursuit  from  attentive  bidders. 


Nice  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 

BB-27,  B-5 


797  1795  BB-27,  B-5,  Rarity-1.  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  EF- 

40  (ANACS).  Deep  and  sultry  lilac-gray  with  lighter  shades  of 
lilac  on  the  design  high  points.  Nicely  struck  and  free  of  circula- 
tion marks;  some  planchet  adjustment  marks,  as  made,  can  be  seen 
at  the  date  and.  to  a lesser  degree,  in  Liberty’s  tresses.  Undeniably 
choice  for  the  grade. 


Popular  1795  Draped  Bust  Silver  $1 


798  1795  BB-51,  B-14.  Rarity-1.  Draped  Bust  Left.  AU-50 

(NGC).  A pale  silver  gray  specimen  with  lively  champagne  ton- 
ing highlights,  devoid  of  any  mark  that  rates  more  than  a casual 
glance,  choice  as  such.  From  the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust, 
Small  Eagle  die  combination  (though  Flowing  Hair  dollars  were 
also  struck  in  1795),  the  present  variety  is  readily  recognized  by 
the  fact  that  Liberty’s  portrait  is  considerably  left  of  center-the 
other  Draped  Uust  variety  of  the  year  has  Liberty’s  portrait  in  the 
usual  central  position.  Attractive  Draped  Bust  dollars  are  in  great 
demand  in  the  current  numismatic  marketplace,  and  we  e.xpect 
strong  bidding  activity'  when  this  lovely  specimen  crosses  the  auc- 
tion block. 
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Bright  and  Lustrous  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


799  1795  BB-52,  B-15.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust  Centered.  EF-45 

(PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  only  subtle  toning  present,  exception- 
ally lustrous  for  the  grade  with  significant  flash  remaining  in  the 
fields.  The  sharpness  appears  to  be  finer  than  the  grade  as  assigned, 
with  a bold  strike  and  nice  detail  on  obverse  and  reverse.  The  right 
obverse  field  shows  a long,  shallow,  shoelace-loop  shaped  scratch 
between  Liberty’s  lips  and  chin  and  the  stars  opposite,  a fact  that 
probably  resulted  in  something  of  a “net”  grade  when  certified. 
Only  minor  hairlines  and  contact  points  are  noted  otherwise.  A 
very  pretty  and  extremely  sharp  specimen  of  this  earliest  Draped 
Bust  dollar  coinage  whose  only  flaw  is  highly  forgivable. 

Die  State  IV,  with  thin  crack  connecting  tops  of  ICA  and  triangular  internal 
cud  in  Liberty’s  hair  near  the  bow. 


Delightful  EF  1796  Dollar 


800  1796  BB-65,  B-5.  Rarity-4.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF- 

45  (NGC).  Even  light  to  medium  silver  gray  with  traces  of  golden 
lustre  present  in  protected  areas,  especially  near  the  periphery.  A 
most  attractive  specimen  of  this  varietv'-though  many  tiny  scat- 
tered contact  marks  are  present,  none  jump  out  to  the  observer 
and  the  visual  appeal  is  excellent.  No  rim  bruises  are  present,  and 
we  note  only  a short  scratch  under  the  6 of  the  date  for  accuracy. 
Usual  die  state  with  large  bulge  at  I not  yet  touching  C in 
AMERICA.  A most  suitable  type  coin  or  example  for  the  dollar 
specialist. 


Pleasing  1797  10x6  Dollar 


801  1797  BB-71,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  Stars  10X6.  EF-40.  Attractive  two 

tone  appearance  with  deep  gray-brown  fields  contrasting  with  sil- 
ver gray  high  points  on  devices  and  legends.  A bare  minimum  of 
contact  marks  are  noted,  far  fewer  than  often  encountered  in  this 
grade  range,  though  some  tiny  inherent  marks  in  the  planchet  were 
not  completely  struck  out  in  the  soft  spot  of  Liberty’s  neck  and  a 
tiny  rim  mark  under  the  date  is  noted  for  accuracy.  A well-de- 
tailed specimen  of  this  variety  which  will  undoubtedly  be  sup- 
ported by  strong  bids. 


Lovely  EF  1797  9X7,  Small  Letters  Dollar 


The  Scarcest  Variety  of  the  Year 


802  1797  BB-72,  B-2.  Rarity-4.  Stars  9X7,  Small  Letters.  EF-40 

(NGC).  Full  of  eye  appeal,  with  superb  silver  gray  surfaces  yield- 
ing to  deep  golden  toning  which  is  especially  rich  on  the  reverse. 
The  usual  smattering  of  light  contact  marks  and  minor  hairlines 
are  noted,  with  a dig  under  star  1 and  a tiny  rim  nick  at  the  trunca- 
tion of  the  bust  pointed  out  for  the  sake  of  the  finicky.  Really  a 
lovely  example  of  this  very  tough  variety,  one  significantly  out- 
numbered by  either  the  BB-71  or  BB-73  and  nearly  impossible  to 
locate  in  grades  finer  than  seen  here-though  the  Eric  Newman 
Collection  specimen  is  Mint  State,  it  is  also  forever  off  the  market 
and  is  the  only  specimen  so  fine.  An  interesting  and  important 
variety,  whose  reverse  die  was  first  used  in  1795  (with  BB-51)  and 
last  mated  to  a 1798  obverse  to  create  BB-81. 
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Desirable  1798  Heraldic  $1 


804  1798  BB-113,  B-27.  Rarity-2.  Close  Date.  AU-50.  Pleasing 

silver  gray  with  golden  lustre  around  design  elements  and  attrac- 
tive peripheral  toning  dominated  by  olive  green  inside  the  rims. 
Even  light  hairlines  are  noted  on  both  sides  from  a light  cleaning 
decades  ago,  most  significantly  in  the  left  reverse  field,  a com- 
monplace characteristic  of  early  dollars  as  a species.  Very  sharp  and 
attractive,  excellent  visual  appeal,  tiny  rim  nick  noted  left  ot  E in 
STATES.  A frosty  and  very  desirable  specimen  of  the  type. 


805  1798  BB-121,  B-9.  Rarity-3.  Pointed  9,  Heraldic  Eagle.  F- 

12  (ANACS).  Sharpness  actually  VF-30  or  finer,  but  heavy  mint- 
caused  obverse  adjustment  marks  and  some  post  striking  scratches 
probably  account  for  the  assigned  grade.  Deep  gold,  violet,  and 
wine  highlights  gather  at  the  rims. 


806  1799  BB-151,  B-13.  Rarity-5.  Irregular  Date,  13  Stars.  AU- 

50  (ANACS).  Even  deep  gunmetal  blue-gray  with  golden  high- 
lights and  lively  silvery  lustre  in  protected  areas.  A bold  specimen 
with  only  light  wear  on  the  high  points,  very  nice  eye  appeal,  some 
light  contact  marks  and  a few  scattered  hairlines.  Two  vertical  nicks 
on  Liberty’s  neck  are  noted,  identifying  this  specimen.  While  1799 
dollars  are  not  scarce  within  the  context  of  the  series,  the  Bowers 
Sili’cr  Dollar  Eiicydopcdici  states  that  the  BB-151  “is  the  rarest  vari- 
ety of  the  date  and  is  seldom  encountered  in  the  marketplace.” 
There  is  not  a single  Mint  State  example  known,  though  the  Boyd- 
Ostheimer  coin  is  the  finest  known  and  comes  quite  close.  This 
piece  may  be  the  one  described  in  the  1988  ANA  sale  as  “AU-50. 
Steel  violet  surfaces  displaying  scattered  patches  ofbrown  and  gray,” 
noted  as  third  finest  in  the  Bowers  census.  It  is  surely  a Condition 
Census  specimen  of  this  very  desirable  variety. 

Usual  die  state  with  die  spalling,  a localized  failure  sometimes  but  improp- 
erly referred  to  as  rust,  in  the  E of  STATES  and  amidst  the  rightmost  stars  on 
the  reverse. 

VF  1799  Dollar 

15  Star  Reverse 


807  1799  BB-153,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  Irregular  Date,  15  Stars.  VF- 

35  (NGC).  Even  and  lovely  pewter  gray  with  hints  of  golden  lus- 
tre. The  overall  eye  appeal  is  very  nice,  though  careful  examina- 
tion reveals  several  light  scratches  in  the  fields  on  both  sides,  espe- 
cially in  the  area  of  Libert\’’s  chin  and  bustline  and  on  the  reverse 
in  the  left  field.  Still  an  attractive  and  desirable  specimen  for  the 
type  collector. 


803  1798  BB-113,  B-27.  Rarity-2.  Close  Date.  AU-53  (NGC). 

Nicely  struck  with  good  definition  of  most  major  design  elements, 
though  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  are  soft  as  often  seen,  as  are  the 
uppermost  reverse  stars.  Deeply  toned  surfaces  in  shades  of  gold, 
rose,  and  rich  smoky  gray.  Highlights  of  pale  blue  and  green  at  the 
rims  add  to  the  display. 


Lustrous  AU  1798  Dollar 


Important  1799  BB-151  $1  Rarity 
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Choice  Mint  State  1799  Dollar 


Beautifully  Toned 


(2x  photo) 


808  1799  BB-161,  B-11.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Ex(.]iiisitc  frost\-  lustre,  the  obverse  ligntly  prooHike.  with  rich  sil- 
ver j;ray  toning  yielding  to  slate  blue  at  the  obverse  periphery  and 
exhibiting  mottled  deep  gray  and  blue  with  subtle  gold  on  the  re- 
verse. An  exceptionally  appealing  specimen,  boldly  struck  and 
lovely  to  behold,  likely  among  the  very  finest  known  of  this  vari- 
ct\-  ' ailed  "a  notable  rarity"  in  Mint  State  by  Dave  Bowers.  Several 
lash  mark",  noted,  die  state  a bit  earlier  than  Bowers’  state  111, 
heavy  die  break  past  1)  in  UNITED  ends  at  eagle's  beak.  In  an 
< -:^;nsive  survey  of  sale  catalogues.  Bowers  noted  only  four  ap- 
p;-.:ran<t-  .»(',Mmt  State  specimens  with  the  most  recent  in  the 
■ '//  ’ -.t.it  k'.  >ale  if  the  S.S.  Forrest  collection.  For  a dollar  spe- 
" I - it  nr  ,1  rspe  nllector.  the  appearance  of  this  piece  at  auction  is 
- dtpitnus  I ipp.irtunitv 


Sharp  1799  BB-163  $1 

Die  State  IV 


809  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  Rarity-2,  EF-45.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 

subtle  golden  toning  around  the  peripheries.  Full  of  eye  appeal, 
some  light  contact  marks  and  faint  hairlines  scattered  on  both  sur- 
faces, tiny  pinprick  dig  noted  under  Liberty’s  chin.  An  impressive 
late  die  state,  rare  as  such,  with  the  reverse  die  essentially  shat- 
tered-three  cracks  meet  at  the  deformed  O of  OF,  clouds  over 
reverse  stars  4 and  5 are  sunken  into  the  die  from  the  cracks  that 
surround  them,  several  other  arcing  cracks  present  in  peripheral 
legends.  The  obverse  die  crack  to  star  10  described  in  the  Bowers 
work  is  present  as  described  but  is  far  more  subtle  than  the  blatant 
failure  of  the  reverse  die.  An  interesting  specimen  for  the  early 
dollar  specialist,  and  an  attractive  coin  that  can  be  enjoyed  by 
any  collector. 


810  1799  BB-167,  B-14.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  Pointed  9s  in  date.  Deep 

golden  gray  with  slate  at  the  rims  and  lighter  silver  gray  at  Miss 
Liberty’s  portrait  on  the  obverse.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
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Superb  1800  BB-196  $1 
MS-63  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 

811  1800  BB-196,  B-17.  Rarity-1.  12  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A 

remarkably  choice  and  attractive  early  dollar  with  splendid  toning 
and  overall  eye  appeal.  Lustrous  brilliant  silver  gray  with  delightful 
olive  and  pale  gold  highlights  around  peripheral  elements  on  both 
sides,  rich  gold  toning  within  shield  on  reverse  with  hints  of  bright 
blue  elsewhere.  Impeccable  bold  strike  with  each  hair  strand  and 
feather  nicely  defined,  separated  from  the  gem  category  by  only  a 
scant  few  hairlines,  frosty  and  absolutely  lovely  to  behold.  One  of 
the  very  finest  examples  of  this  variety  known,  and  quite  possibly 
the  single  finest-Dave  Bowers  cites  this  as  fourth  finest  hut  the 
finer  coins  include  a coin  called  “Unc.”  when  last  seen  in  I9.S5 
(and  doubtfully  Mint  State  by  today’s  standards),  an  MS-6()  sold  at 
auction  in  1992  described  as  “dipped  and  lightly  retoned  in  light 
golden  brown  shades...  some  original  mint  lustre,”  a com  sold  by 


Kagin’s  in  1970  that  went  from  being  an  “Unc."  in  August  to  “Near 
Unc.”  in  their  next  sale  in  September  (perhaps  an  AU  or  even  EF 
today?),  and  the  AU  Boyd  coin  sold  in  1945  as  “barely  circulated.” 
Indeed,  the  MS-6()  from  the  1992  Bowers  sale  sounds  suspiciously 
like  the  coin  described  as  “AU-50,  dipped  many  years  ago,  now 
beginning  to  acquire  a light  golden  hue”  and  is  probably  the  same 
coin.  The  coin  from  the  impressive  Green  and  Ostheimer  collec- 
tions was  celebrated  for  its  “almost  full  breast  feathers”  in  a 1968 
appearance-there  is  no  “almost”  about  the  definition  on  the  re- 
verse of  this  coin.  A superb  example,  as  important  for  its  beautiful 
eye  appeal  as  for  its  technical  preservation,  and  deserving  of  a spot 
in  the  cabinet  of  a discerning  numismatist. 

NGC  Census  (all  varieties):  5;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest).  This  is  the  finest  BB- 
196  certified  by  5 points. 

Bowers  die  state  IV.  with  scarce  crack  from  star  6 to  ribbon. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and Mcrena,  Inc.  ’s  sale  of  the  Milton  Cohen 
Collection,  January  1985,  Lot  528. 


Toned  Choice  AU  1800  Dollar 


812  1800  BB-196,  B-17.  Rarity-1.  12  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Lively  mottled  toning  shows  golden  gray  tones  contrasting  with 
bright  blue  with  splashes  of  richer  lime  and  gold.  Lustrous  and 
lovely,  a frosted  and  extremely  sharp  coin  showing  bold  detail  on 
the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  and  only  the  lightest  suggestions  of  wear. 
Two  thin  parallel  scratches  are  noted  between  star  2 and  hair  rib- 
bon, some  light  hairlines  noted  under  scrutiny,  no  heavy  marks. 
The  dies  are  heavily  clashed  and  series  of  fine  cracks  are  present, 
including  the  arc  crack  from  star  6 to  ribbon  that  defines  the  scarce 
die  state  IV,  the  latest  described  in  the  Bowers  work.  That  refer- 
ence offers  a census  that  includes  only  two  Mint  State  coins  and 
two  graded  AU-55  with  AU  specimens  described  as  “in  the  rare 
category,  and  Mint  State  coins  are  exceedingly  rare.”  Notably,  this 
piece  is  in  an  old  generation  NGC  encapsulation  and  has  not  been 
“maxed  out”  in  terms  of  numerical  certified  grade  in  the  ongoing 
dance  of  resubmissions.  While  the  present  marketplace  finds  value 
in  all  pleasing  early  type  coins,  pieces  ot  this  overall  quality  endure 
and  highlight  both  type  sets  and  more  specialized  collections. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


1S2 


The  Classic:s  Sale 


Lustrous  AU  1801  Silver  $1 
BB-211,  B-1,  Rarity-3 


813  1801  BB-211,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  attractive  sil- 

ver gray  specimen  with  generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  and  a dash 
of  appealing  golden  toning.  Probably  as  “original”  as  a Draped  Bust 
dollar  can  be  found  in  today’s  numismatic  circles,  where  virtually 
all  have  been  cleaned  in  one  way  or  another  over  the  years  (it  was 
totally  acceptable  to  do  such  decades  ago);  if  the  present  coin  was 
fussed  with  at  all,  it  was  well  before  the  present  w'riter  was  born 
(and  he’s  been  around  since  Harry  S Truman  was  president!). 
Devoid  of  serious  marks  and  chock-full  of  eye  appeal,  we  expect 
this  specimen  will  see  a round  of  intense  bidding,  especially  given 
the  ready  acceptance  of  nice  Bust  dollars  in  today’s  coin  market. 


Double  Struck  Obverse  1801  Silver  $1 
BB-213,  B-3,  Rarity-3 


814  1801  Obverse  double  struck.  BB-213,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 

(PCGS).  Pleasing  olive-gray  with  deep  golden  gray  highlights, 
even  toning,  and  e.xcellent  eye  appeal,  and  definitely  a desirable 
com  readily  suited  for  a type  collection,  error  cabinet,  or  early  dol- 
lar collection. 

rhe  present  coin  speaks  volumes  about  early  Mint  technology.  The  reverse 
show  > an  even,  hoIJ  strike  with  no  indications  of  doubling.  The  obverse  shows 
significant  dt>ubling.  most  noticeable  in  the  stars  though  there  is  a double  pro- 
file as  well  Imagining  the  way  the  screw  on  a screw  press  lunges  forward  to 
meet  the  planchet.  recoils  slightly,  and  often  bounces  back  down  unless  encour- 
aged to  fullv  release,  it  becomes  plain  that  the  obverse  die  was  in  the  hammer 
(top)  position,  while  the  reverse  die  remained  in  place,  soundly  resting  in  the 
anvil  (bsuiorn)  position.  While  the  obverse  die  met  the  now-struck  com  again, 
the  vTcw  had  rotated  it  to  a slightly  different  final  resting  place,  thus  resulting 
;n  iloubling  wc  sfc  here 


The  Norweb  1802  BB-241  $1 
MS-62  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 


815  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  Narrow  Date.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Very  attractive  pewter  gray  with  subtle  dusky  golden  toning  high- 
lighted among  the  lustrous  peripheries  and  some  additional  high- 
lights on  the  reverse.  Apparently  from  the  earliest  state  of  the  dies. 
Pleasing  and  original  in  appearance,  exceptionally  boldly  struck,  a 
few  tiny  fiecks  of  toning  such  as  the  one  under  Liberr\'’s  eye  identifs 
this  as  the  Norweb  coin.  When  catalogued  in  the  November  PlSS 
Norweb  sale,  this  coin  was  described  as  “an  aesthetic.illy  Ix'autiful 
example  of  this  early  .and  scarce  dollar  date.”  thin  scratch  tKnn 
Liberts  ’s  shoulder  to  neck  and  some  hairlines  nuy  be  noted  under 
scrutiny,  but  this  coin’s  state  of  preservation  and  histone  pcdigax 
make  it  a highly  desirable  addition  to  anv  advanced  cabinet. 

I'wm  . iiit-n'itiis  /')'  Boiivrs  iiiid  Mcn  na.  Iiu  . '<  W f/ic  \\'nirh  ( '.•/ 
Icclioii,  l\in  III.  .Vc'i'cni/'cr  I^SS.  l.ol  / ,ir/icr /'nr,fi.ivo/ fn-m  \i 
SclIicrLuuh  C.oiti  I'li  (Vfi’br  J4,  irliai  ‘-i.il  . 

iiiiliidcil  Ih'IIi  loliti  l-onl  ,111./  ir.ilh  r Hnrii  I’li  it'  iiunii.iii.il:. 
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Especially  Choice  EF  1803  $1 


816  1803  BB-255,  B-6.  Rarity-2.  Large  3.  EF-45.  Lustrous  sur- 

faces exhibit  deep  gray-brown  cabinet  toning  highlighted  with 
bright  tones  of  rose,  gold,  and  blue.  Superb  surface  quality,  a frosty 
and  attractive  coin  with  fir  fewer  marks  than  usually  encountered 
for  this  grade.  A very  delicate  die  crack  connects  stars  10  and  11, 
thus  die  state  II.  A lovely  example  of  this  popular  date. 


Choice  Proof  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 

Judd-60,  Pollock-65  - Name  on  Base  Style 

Die  Alignment  FV,  “Second  Original”  Issue  of  March  31,  1837 


(2x  photo) 


817  1836  J-60,  P-65.  Rarity-1.  C.  GOBRECHT.  F.  on  base. 

Proof-63  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Die  Alignment  IV,  reverse 
eagle  flies  horizontally  with  the  pellets  that  tdank  ONE  DOL- 
LAR uneven  (the  left  pellet  is  lower)  after  the  com  is  turned  on  its 
vertical  axis.  Deep  and  lustrous  iridescent  slate  gray  with  a hint  of 
underlying  rose  and  blue  iridescence.  A popular  issue  that  has  been 
adopted  by  collectors  of  “regular”  silver  dollars  as  well  those  who 
fancy  it  a pattern.  The  “second  originals  of  1837,  as  here,  were 
described  by  Dave  bowers  in  his  silver  dollar  reference  as  “Prob- 
ably included  in  the  delivery  of  600  pieces  on  March  31,  1837;  if 
so,  they  would  have  been  struck  during  the  immediately  preced- 
ing week,  as  the  March  31  report  covers  only  a one  week  span. 


Reverse  struck  from  uncracked  die.  Nearly  always  seen  with  signs 
of  wear,  indicating  that  they  were  made  for  circulation.  High-grade 
Proofs  are  rarer  than  alignment  1.”  The  reverse  of  the  present  coin 
is  free  of  die  cracks  of  any  size,  the  only  die  note  of  merit  being  a 
raised  die  line  from  the  top  of  the  eagle’s  wing  that  points  between 
the  A and  T in  STATES.  The  present  coin  is  much  finer  than 
most  of  the  lightly  circulated  Die  Alignment  IV  Gobrecht  dollars 
written  of  by  Dave  Bowers;  its  choice  Proof  status  is  something 
that  will  undoubtedly  draw  experts  and  connoisseurs  of  the  series 
into  a serious  bidding  competition. 

NCJC’  Census:  12;  1 finder  (Prool-64). 
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Impressive  Choice  Proof  1836  Gobrecht  SI 

Die  Alignment  IV,  “Second  Original” 


(2x  phiito) 

«1«  1836J-60,  P-65.  Rarity-l.  C.  GOBRECHT.  F.  on  base.  Proof- 

63  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Die  Alignment  IV,  reverse  eagle  flies 
horizontally  amidst  a field  of  26  stars  of  varying  sizes  when  the  coin 
IS  turned  on  its  ivrtkal  a.xis;  at  the  pellets  flanking  (3NE  DOLLAR, 
the  left  pellet  is  considerably  lower  than  the  right  pellet.  A delight- 
ful silver  gr.iy  specimen  with  choice,  reflective  surfaces.  Bursts  of 
gold.  rose,  and  electric  blue  adorn  the  attractive  surfaces  ofthis  prize 
( iobrecht  dollar.  One  of  the  so-called  “Second  Original"  issues  from 
•Man  h 31,  1837,  as  noted  above.  Bowers  noted  in  his  EihyclopedM 
th.it  "verv  few  high-grade  Proofs"  of  the  Alignment  IV  type  are 
kr  iwn.  ' )Tily  one  example  of  Iiidd-6(l  has  received  a finer  grade 
fron:  Nf  A . making  the  dozen  specimens  listed  at  PRH>f-63.  in- 
' ;',!:ngfh  >in  offereil  here,  all  the  more  enticing.  A classic  Anieri- 
■n  . . in  .1  l.i'-sii  . .illcc  table  grade 

. ■ ■ : f.n  r |>r 


Impressive  Choice  Proof  1840  $1  Rarity 
First  Year  of  the  Design  Type 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

819  1840  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  slate  gray  with  lilac  and  gold 

highlights.  A prized  rarity  in  Proof  from  the  first  year  of  the  de- 
sign type,  an  issue  that  was  sold  both  in  Proof  sets  that  contained 
all  coins,  cent  through  dollar,  and  individually  as  well.  In  his  E/ic)'- 
clopcdhx,  Dave  Bowers  noted  “The  number  of  Proof  dollars  struck 
was  nowhere  recorded... but  it  was  probably  on  the  order  of  2<!  to 
40  coins.”  Regardless  of  the  actual  number  of  Proof  1840  silver 
dollars  produced,  the  issue  today  is  regarded  as  a suitable  rants' 
when  specimens  come  up  for  bid  at  auction  or  change  hands  on  a 
bourse  floor.  The  present  specimen  will  imdoubtedlv  bring  a fair 
amount  of  prestige  to  your  silver  dollar  cabinet. 
l’('(;S  I’opiil.uion:  4:  none  tutor 

It  IS  worth  nolmg  horo  that  I’t  'tiS  has  loriitioil  IS  I’ishiIs  ol  tin 
►irailos.  a fi(jiiro  that  almost  > ortamlv  tin  huh  -,  rovhmilanis  ossm^c  = ■.ohmi-,  .-tt 
ot , oms 
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820  Certified  silver  dollar  foursome:  ☆ 1840  VF-20  (ANACS). 
Deep  lilac-gray  ☆ 1872  VF-20  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  ☆ 1884-CC 
MS-63  DMPL  (ANACS).  Golden  toning  highlights  H 1935  MS- 
62  (PCGS).  Golden  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


821  1846  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  golden  gray  with  rich 

rose,  gold,  and  electric  blue  iridescence.  A difficult  date  to  find  in 
Mint  State  despite  a sizeable  mintage  of  1 10,600  circulation  strikes. 
Choice  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 


Rare  1852  Silver  Dollar 

Just  1,100  Struck 


(2x  photo) 

822  1852  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally  retoning  in 

shades  of  gold.  Some  stray  marks  are  noted  as  well,  chiefly  on  the 
reverse.  A rarity  that  19th-century  numismatists  were  aware  ot 
nearly  trom  the  start.  As  Dave  Uowcrs  noted  in  his  reference, 
“Specimens  of  the  1852  were  taken  from  circulation  in  the  Uth 
century,  when  the  date  was  already  recognized  as  being  scarce  and 
valuable  in  any  grade.”  Even  in  VF  or  EF  the  appearance  of  an 
1852  silver  dollar  at  auction  is  an  important  event.  The  present 
AU  coin  is  also  important,  shortcomings  and  all,  for  it  allows  bid- 


ders the  opportunity  to  obtain  a nice  e.xample  of  this  rare  date  at  a 
figure  that  will  be  substantially  less  than  one  would  have  to  pay  for 
a Mint  State  specimen  or  a Proof  of  the  date.  Ot  the  1,100  circula- 
tion strikes  of  the  date  produced,  only  a very  tiny  proportion  ot 
the  mintage  can  be  accounted  for  today.  Despite  a few  old  and 
quickly  mellowing  shortcomings,  the  present  example  ot  this  prized 
rarity  among  Liberty  Seated  dollars  will  make  a grand  addition  to 
any  burgeoning  early  dollar  cabinet. 
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823  1859-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  pale  rose 

highlights.  A popular  branch  mint  issue  that  is  frequently  available 
in  Mint  State  owing  to  the  release  of  one  or  more  bags  of  the  date 
111  the  early  196()s  by  the  U.S.  Treasury;  the  present  coin,  how- 
ever, does  not  have  the  brilliant,  “baggy”  surfaces  that  are  a trade- 
mark of  the  Treasury  release  coins. 


824  1859-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  lilac -gray  with  pale  golden 

highlights.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  somewhat  prooflike 
fields.  Another  example  of  the  date  that  probably  surfaced  in  nu- 
mismatics long  before  the  Treasury  releases  of  the  early  1960s. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Silver  $1 


(2x  photo) 

825  1860  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Nearly  full  brilliance  is  high- 

lighted by  peripheral  areas  of  pale  golden  toning.  The  devices  are 
frosted  and  the  fields  mirrored,  and  the  ensuing  cameo  contrast  is 
sharp  and  appealing.  While  the  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  was 
abnormally  large  for  the  era,  consisting  of  1,330  pieces,  only  527 
Proofs  of  the  date  were  eventually  sold  (both  singly  and  in  Proof 
sets),  making  the  date  much  rarer  than  the  mintage  figure  implies! 
It  is  easy  to  see  why  this  sharply  struck  beauty  received  a gem  Proof 
designation  and,  for  the  record,  its  gem  status  holds  up  well  under 
careful  scrutiny. 
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Gem  Proof  1864  Silver  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

826  1864  Proof-66  (NGC).  Bright  golden  centers  expand  outwardly 

in  halos  of  violet  and  electric  blue  on  both  sides  of  this  delightful 
gem  Proof  dollar.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing.  One 
of 470  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  the  second  lowest  recorded  Proof 
mintage  in  the  series  (Proof  mintages  for  dates  prior  to  1859  are 
typically  unrecorded  in  Mint  records,  though  all  of  those  dates  are 
rarities).  The  rarest  of  three  die  combinations  known  for  Proofs  of 
the  date  (see  below).  NGC  has  certified  fewer  than  a half  dozen 
Proofs  of  the  date  at  finer  grades  than  the  present  com,  a fact  worth 
weighing  when  you  plan  your  bidding  strategy. 

NGC  Census:  6;  ,S  filler  within  the  designation  (Proof-fiH  hnost). 

In  his  Eiuychpediti,  Dave  liowers  made  note  of  three  obverse  dies  used  tor 
the  coinage  ofthe  Proofsilver  dollars  in  1864.  writing  “Just  470  specimens  were 
reported  as  being  struck  ofthe  I'roof  1864  silver  dollar,  and  yet  three  different 
obverse  dies  were  prepared  for  this  small  coinage."  He  goes  on  to  speculate  that 
the  figure  470  may  he  incorrect  due  to  larger  nunibers  ot  Proofs  ot  tins  date 
having  survived,  and  that  perhaps  some  restrikes  were  made  at  a later  date.  I lie 


die  pair  represented  here.  Bowers  No.  2,  is  described  tiuisly  in  the  relereii.  ■. 
"Obverse:  I late  centered.  Shield  point  over  tip  of  1 ; right  base  of  4 over  left  h.i'.c 
of  denticle.  Reverse:  Same  as  1863-64  No.  1 [lowest  two  arrowheads  connec  ted 
by  die  defect].  Apparently,  Proofs  froiii  this  die  conibuiation  are  very  rare." 


Choice  Uncirculated  1866  With  Motto  $1 


(2x  photo) 

827  1866  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  .md  lustrous  pale  golden 

surfaces  with  lively  and  varied  golden  highlights  on  the  obverse; 
the  reverse  highlights  are  somewhat  lighter  in  intensity.  Some  light 
softness  of  strike  is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  otherwise  the 
design  elements  are  strong  and  well  represented.  An  unsung  and 
underappreciated  rarity  in  Mint  State,  or  as  Dave  Bowers  put  it  in 
his  silver  dollar  reference,  "Until  eng.iging  in  this  study.  1 never 
thought  ofthe  1866  dollar  as  being  all  that  elusive,  but  examina- 
tion of  the  nunibers  certainly  shows  it  is!"  Fewer  than  a eleven 
examples  ofthe  date,  including  the  present  coin,  have  been  c ailed 
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MS-t)4  by  I’CXIS,  and  only  five  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
eertitied  finer.  Those  numbers  speak  for  themselves! 

Pt!tiS  Population:  1 1 ; 5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

t )n  the  obverse,  the  I,  h . and  tmal  6 in  the  date  all  show  repunching  at  the 
bottom;  it  is  boldest  on  the  I . On  the  reverse.  IN  OOD  WE  TRUST  is  doubled, 
and  a line  network  ot  die  cracks  wends  its  way  through  the  legends,  heaviest  at 
iiNE  DOE. 

Choice  Mint  State  1867  Silver  SI 

Large  Date  Over  Small  Date  Rarity 


impart  a strong  cameo  effect  on  both  sides.  The  Bovvers  reference 
calls  this  date  "unappreciated  and  overlooked"  in  Mint  State  grades, 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  somewhat  large  mintage  of  162,100  circu- 
lation strikes  for  the  date.  Nicely  struck  with  just  a touch  of  soft- 
ness in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses.  A fine  coin  in  all  regards. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1869  Silver  $1 

NGC  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo 


(2x  photo) 

830  1869  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A mesmerizing  contrast 

of  heavily  frosted  devices  and  limpid  quicksilver  fields  virtu.illv  stuns 
the  viewer’s  eye  at  first  glance,  and  prolonged  admiration  onlv  in- 
creases the  overall  visual  beaiitv'  of  this  impressive  gem  I’roc't  I ib- 
ertv’  Seated  dollar.  Fully  brilliant  with  only  a w hisper  ot  pale  i^'ld 
at  the  runs  to  highlight  the  stark  brightness  of  the  com  Sh.irplv 
struck.  From  a Proof  mintage  tor  the  date  ot  pie,  es  whuh 
were  distributeii  w ith  silver  Proot  sets  ot  the  date  t'liK  a h.m.'  e* 


828  1867  MS-64  (NGC).  A bright  and  frosty  specimen  w'ith  a taint 

trace  ot  pale  champagne  toning,  somewhat  prootlike  with  satiny 
mirrors  that  encircle  the  frosty  motifs.  CDne  of  the  most  prized 
dates  ot  the  decade  m Mint  State,  one  about  w'hich  Dave  Bowers 
wrote,  "The  1867  dollar  is  very  elusive  in  Mint  State  and  is  par- 
ticularly so  in  grades  of  MS-64  or  higher.”  The  NGC  Census  lists 
just  four  examples  of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  coin,  .all  of 
those  being  MS-65.  As  for  the  raricty  of  the  present  coin,  its  rarity 
is  unmistakable.  Regarding  this  large  date  over  small  date  variety, 
the  Bowers  reference  notes  "Walter  H.  Breen  knew  of  only  tu'o 
specimens  as  ot  February,  1992;  one  of  those  was  owned  by  Maurice 
Rosen.  The  author  examined  another  coin,  certified  by  PCGS  as 
MS-60,  in  the  Robert  P.  Guardiano  Collection,  in  September  1992. 
This  variety  probably  formed  only  a tiny  part  of  the  10, 300  deliv- 
ered on  November  22nd.’’  Indeed,  the  present  coin  m,iy  be  the 
only  example  of  the  variety  certified  by  NGC,  though  that  is,  of 
course,  just  conjecture.  Regardless  of  that  supposition,  it  is  an 
undeniably  rare  variety,  and  will  almost  certainly  see  strong  bid- 
ding support  from  alert  Liberty  Seated  dollar  specialists. 

NCIC  Census:  7;  4 finer  (all  MS-65). 

Prooflike  1868  Silver  Dollar 

Choice  Uncirculated 


829  1868  .MS-63  PL(ANACS).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with  a 

■ r ' iningoii  the  reverse  Some  lamt  ^pei  kling  beioines 
' ’;:w  111  .iniitii  itioii.  F S'. istv  motifs  .md  mirror  fieliis 
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ot'Proof  1869  dollars  are  extant  that  can  measure  up  to  the  present 
piece.  Amazingly  enough,  of  the  three  Proof  Ultra  Cameo  ex- 
amples of  the  date  certified  by  NGC,  one  specimen  has  attained  a 
finer  grade  than  the  present  coin!  In  our  humble  opinion,  how- 
ever, any  collector  who  “settles”  for  the  present  “second-best” 
Proof-66  delight  will  be  awfully  glad  they  did. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  within  designation  (Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo). 


Choice  Proof  1869  Liberty  Seated  $1 


831  1869  Proof-63.  Pale  sea  green  and  blue  iridescence  are  enlivened 

by  bursts  of  rose  and  gold.  Underlying  hairlines  account  for  the 
assigned  grade.  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosty  motifs  form  a mild 
but  firm  cameo  contrast. 


Impressive  Ultra  Cameo  Proof  1872  Seated  SI 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  “Ultra  Cameo”  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

832  1872  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Deep,  bright  mirrors  and 

richly  frosted  motifs  practically  define  the  term  “ultra  cameo.”  Fully 
brilliant  with  a faint  champagne  glow  at  the  rims,  this  impressive 
gem  Proof  1872  silver  dollar  is  sharply  struck  and  chock  full  of  eye 
appeal.  From  a Proof  dollar  mintage  tor  the  date  of  950  pieces,  tew 
of  which  can  duplicate  the  quality  seen  here.  Indeed,  NGC  has 
not  graded  a finer  Proof  of  the  date  within  the  Ultra  Cameo  des- 
ignation. A simply  beautiful  Proof  dollar  ot  (iobrecht  s design. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  designation. 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1878  Morgan  SI 

8 Tailfeathers 


833  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC),  Satiny  silver  gray 

motifs  and  rich  golden  gray  iridescence  in  the  fields  make  for  an 
impressive  and  attractive  gem  Proof  example  of  the  date.  From  a 
Proof  mintage  for  the  date  that  is  variously  given  at  250  to  500 
pieces;  “the  number  is  not  known,  and  estimates  have  ranged  from 
about  250  upward,”  according  to  information  in  the  Bowers  En- 
cyclopedia. 


834  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  fields  and  strong 

lustre  highlight  the  lightly  frosted  motifs  on  this  attractive  gem 
Morgan  dollar,  and  a blush  of  pale  rose  graces  Miss  Liberty's  cheek 
and  tresses.  The  obverse  affords  a pleasing  but  taint  cameo  con- 
trast on  this  lovely,  lively  gem. 


835  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  highly  lus- 

trous gem  specimen  from  the  first  year  of  the  Morgan  dollar  se- 
nes. 


836  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1878  8 
Tailfeathers.  'PC(iS)  Satiny  lustre  withjust  a whisper  of  rose  high- 
lights 1878  7 Tailfeathers.  3rd  Reverse.  (PCGS).  Lustrous  ☆ 
|m7H-i  ( p(  ,GS).  Lustrous  withjust  a touch  of  golden  toning  on 
the  reverse  I878-S  tNGCi).  Somewhat  reflective  with  splashes 
of  f.iint  mottled  silver  gray  on  the  reverse.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


837  Selection  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars:  ☆ 1878  7 Tailfeathers, 
2nd  Reverse.  MS-6()  ☆ 1884-S  AU-5().  Reverse  brush  marks 
1886  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rich  sea  green  and  reddish 
brown  at  the  obverse  periphery  ☆ 1889  MS-64  ☆ 1891  (2)  MS- 
63.  One  with  small  toning  spots  ☆ 1892-0  MS-63  ☆ 1893  AU- 
58  ☆ 1897-0  (2).  AU-58,  AU-50  ☆ 1897-S  MS-6()  ☆ 1927  MS- 
60  ☆ 1927-S  AU-58  ☆ 1928-S  MS-62  ☆ 1935  MS-62.  All  are 
lustrous  and  attractive,  a few  withjust  a touch  of  delicate  toning. 
(Total:  15  pieces) 

838  Selection  of  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers. 
Weak.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  ☆ 1879-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  .splashes  of  golden 
gray  ☆ 1883-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1884-S  EF- 
45  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1889-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  ☆ 1896-0  AU-53 
(PCGS).  Soft  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1897-0  EF-40  (NGC).  Silver 
gray  surfaces  with  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  9 pieces) 


Explosive  Gem  Uncirculated  1878-CC  $1 

NGC  MS-66  PL 

None  Graded  Finer  Within  Designation 


839  1878-CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Explosive  eye  appeal  is  about  the 
only  way  to  describe  this  impressive  gem  Mint  State  Carson  City 
dollar.  The  brilliant  devices  are  impressively  frosted  while  the  sat- 
iny fields  approach  deep  mirror  status,  a combination  that  is  virtu- 
ally irresistible  where  the  present  coin  is  concerned.  No  finer  ex- 
ample of  the  date  has  been  certified  by  NGC,  and  one  glance  at 
this  beauty'  will  suffice  to  show  why! 

NGC  Census:  11;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

840  1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  mottled  sea  green,  golden 
orange,  and  golden  iridescence  on  both  surfaces.  Attractive. 

841  Group  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1879  (NGC).  Sat- 
iny lustre  with  minute  spotting  noted  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1879-0 
(PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1884-CC  PL  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields 
with  frosted  devices  ☆ 1885-S  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  ton- 
ing at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1887-0  (PCGS).  Golden  gniy  obverse 
with  splashes  of  magenta,  lavender,  and  blue  iridescence.  The  re- 
verse with  golden  toning  at  the  periphery  ☆ ISPO-Cl  (NtlC).  Sat- 
iny ☆ 1891  (NCiC).  Satiny  lustre  with  splashes  of  golden  orange 
and  reddish  gold  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  7 pieces) 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1879-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

Normal  Mintmark  Variety 


842  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  por- 

trait of  Liberty,  just  a hint  of  gold  in  her  hair,  is  settled  serenely 
against  a field  that  borders  closely  on  full  prooflike  status;  the  re- 
verse eagle  is  displayed  just  as  vividly.  A highly  lustrous  example  of 
one  of  the  most  popular  rarities  from  the  Carson  City  Mint,  espe- 
cially so  when  in  choice  Mint  State  as  offered  here.  A delightful 
coin  for  the  grade. 


843  1879-S  2nd  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  com 
that  borders  on  gem  quality.  Reverse  with  parallel  top  arrow  feather, 
considerably  scarcer  as  a variety  than  the  reverse  type  with  slanting 
top  arrow  feather. 

844  Selection  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 

1879-S  PL  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  with  frosted  devices  ☆ 1880 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ 1881-0 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  ☆ 1882-0  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1884  (NGC). 
Satiny  lustre  with  a splash  of  iridescent  toning  at  the  obverse  rim 
1884-0  (ICG).  Lustrous  with  rainbow  iridescence  on  the  ob- 
verse, just  a hint  of  rose  on  the  reverse  1886  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
with  splashes  of  golden  toning  ☆ 1888-0  (ICG).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 
1889  (NGC).  Satiny  ☆ 1896  (NGC).  Satiny  ☆ 1897  (PCGS).  Sat- 
iny ☆ 1899-0  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1900  (NGC).  Lustrous  ☆ 
1925  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

845  Trio  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1880-CC  (NGC)  ☆ 
1881 -CC  (PCGS)  ☆ 1882-CC  (PCGS).  Each  is  lustrous  and  at- 
tractive with  just  a touch  of  golden  rose  highliglits.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

846  Octette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65:  ☆ 1880-S  (NGC). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1883-C>  (PCGS).  Frosty  pearl  gray  lustre 
☆ 1885-0  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1898-0  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous with  just  a touch  of  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1899-0  (NGC).  Sat- 
iny with  peppering  noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1901-0  (PCGS). 

Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1921  (ICG).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1922 
(PCGS).  Soft  satiny  golden  lustre.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


847  1881  Proof-65  (ICG).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields  glow  with 
pale  yet  assertive  champagne  highlights.  One  ot  984  Proofs  of  the 
date,  and  a nice  one  at  that.  The  strike  is  sharp  and  the  overall 
appeal  readily  measures  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  assigned  grade. 

Certified  Morgan  and  Peace  $1  Mix 

848  Mainly  gem  certified  Morgan  and  Peace  dollar  group:  ☆ 1881- 
CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden  halos  ☆ 1 883- 
O MS-64  DPL  (NGC).  A hint  of  pale  rose  on  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 
1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  obverse,  brilliant  reverse  ☆ 
1900-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Pale  violet  obverse  highlights  ☆ 1921-D 
Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Golden  obverse  highlights  ☆ 1922  MS- 
65  (PCGS).  A whisper  of  champagne  ☆ 1923  MS-66  (NGC). 
Splashes  of  deep  golden  iridescence.  A nice  group.  (Total:  7 pieces) 


Certified  Morgan  $1  Quintette 

849  Five  ANACS-certified  Morgan  dollars,  All  faintly  tones  un- 
less noted:  ☆ 1881-CC  MS-65  DMPL  ☆ 1882  MS-64  DMPL  ☆ 
1884-CC  MS-66  ☆ 1896  MS-65.  Rich  smoky  gold  and  rose  ton- 
ing ☆ 1898-S/S.  VAM-6.  MS-64.  Repunched  mintmark  variety. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 

850  Quintette  of  vividly  toned  certified  Morgan  dollars,  All  richly 
toned  in  vivid  rainbow  tones  on  the  obverse  but  with  just  a nu- 
ance of  peripheral  golden  toning  at  the  reverse  rims:  ☆ 1881-S  (2). 
MS-65  (NGC),  and  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆ 1884-0  MS-64  (2).  One 
NGC,  the  other  PCGS  ☆ 1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A colorful 
group  that  will  both  enchant  and  attract  those  who  fancy  brightly 
toned  Morgan  dollars.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

851  1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A beautifully  lustrous  and  satiny  gem. 
a coin  that  is  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 


852  1883  MS-67  (NGC).  A frosty  gem  with  intense  lustre,  satiny  sur- 

faces, and  rich  gold  and  pale  violet  at  the  peripheries.  While  NGC 
has  certified  nearly  five  dozen  examples  ot  the  date  at  the  MS-67 
level,  only  two  specimens  h.ive  been  graded  finer  by  that  group. 

NC'iC  C'.oiisiis:  .S.S;  2 finer  (MS-(iS). 


Gem  Proof  1881  Morgan  $1 
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853  Selection  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65:  ☆ 1883  (PCGS).  Sat- 
ins 1884-0  (PC.CiS).  Satiny  with  a splash  ot  golden  toning  on  the 
reverse  ■ 1887  (PC.GS).  Satiny  lustre  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims 
•:  hS^iS-C)  PL  (NGC).  Reflective  fields  with  lightly  frosted  devices 
c IdlHt-tl  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1902-0  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
splashes  ot  iridescent  blue,  golden  brown,  and  rich  silver  gray  at  the 
peripheries  ☆ 1926  (NGC).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

854  Half  dozen  .Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1883-CC 
(NC:C).  Lovely  satiny  lustre  ☆ 189()-S  (NCiC).  Lustrous  ☆ 1891- 
S (NGC).  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  highlights  ☆ 1902 
(PCGS).  Soft  satiny  golden  lustre  ☆ 192 1-D  (PCGS).  Lustrous  ☆ 
1921-S  (NGC).  Lustrous.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


855  1884  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Deep  silver  gray  with  some  golden  high- 

lights. Hairlines  in  the  obverse  field  undoubtedly  account  for  the 
assigned  grade.  Still,  a nice  “entry  level”  Proof  Morgan  dollar. 


856  1885  MS-66  (NGC).  Vivid  (and  we  mean  vivid!)  blue,  gold,  sea 
green,  and  violet  iridescence  whirls  about  the  satiny,  lustrous  ob- 
verse, while  the  reverse  shows  just  a faint  halo  of  gold  at  the  rim. 

857  Quartette  of  Mint  State  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1885  MS-66  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  a splash  ot  golden  toning  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1885- 
CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1897-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril- 
liant and  lustrous  ☆ 1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  soft  silver  gray 
surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1886-0  SI 


858  1886-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a whisper  of 
subdued  champagne  toning.  A rare  date  in  MS-63  or  tiiier  despite 
a mintage  ot  more  than  10.7  million  pieces;  it  is  thought  by  some 
that  much  of  the  mintage  may  have  been  melted  m 1918  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Pittman  Act.  Whatever  the  fate  was  for  much  of 
the  date's  mintage,  we  only  know  that  individual  specimens  are 
quite  elusive  in  Mint  State  grades,  rarer  yet  in  choice  (as  here),  and 
nearly  unobtainable  in  gem  grades. 

859  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-63  (PCGS):  ☆ 1886- 
S.  Ltrstrous  golden  rose  toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1889-0,  .Satiny 
lustre  ☆ 1898-S.  Satiny  lustre  with  just  a whisper  of  golden  gray  ☆ 
1892-0,  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

860  Pair  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-62  (PCGS):  ☆ 189()-CC. 
Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1891-CC.  Lustrous  with  golden  orange  toning  at 
the  reverse  periphery.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

861  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  just  a whisper  of 
golden  rose  highlights. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1892-0  Morgan  $1 


862  1892-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A fully  brilliant  and  satiny  gem  with  an 

abundance  of  superlative  cartwheel  lustre.  An  ever-popular  branch 
mint  issue  in  gem  Mint  State,  though,  like  here,  the  date  is  often 
slightly  flat  at  the  centers.  It  points  were  given  for  sharpness  on  a 1 
to  10  scale  (with  1 being  the  lowest  rating  and  10  the  highest),  the 
present  gem  specimen  would  probably  rate  a 7 or  8:  the  sharpness 
is  finer  on  the  obverse,  with  Libertv’s  hair  above  her  ear  bolder 
than  the  eagle’s  feathers  on  the  reverse. 

Why  all  the  disfoursc?  Most  Morgan  dollar  collecion  kni>\\  that  IS'O-i"*  Miw- 
gan  dt>llan  tend  to  come  flat  at  the  center.,  so  it  makes  gixxl  senx.'  ti'  dixiisv  the  ^mke 
whenever  a gem  e.xample  ot  the  due  is  offered.  lt\\ni*rv  Kniking  K^r  the  iiliinun'  vtnkc 
on  a ‘^2-0.  yon  u-on’t  encounter  it  here.  What  \xhi  will  otKiHintor.  IxxNvsvr.  r .* 
gorgeous  gem  sjxvimen  that  is  i>nK  lacking  slightK  in  the  strike  ik'j’MrtUH'iu.  an  IS*  ' 
(>  Morgan  you  would  be  pnxid  to  dispLw  U\  the  wav,  tlxnigli  nearK  t‘nv 
examplesfW  the  due  haw  lx*en » alkxl  MS-nS  b\  N(  d . onK  tluve  e\am|'k>  luxe  h , n 
graded  finer  In  that  firm  We  think  the  ptVH'iu  loin  is  a star  in  its  xami  ngfu  ami 
buKling  that  m k onipanu n this  kx  niav  wrv  well  pnnv  «Hit  p.'ini 
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863  Trio  of  semi-key  date  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1894-0  AU-5()^  1901 
AU-55  ☆ 1902-8  MS-63.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  just 
a touch  of  gold  at  the  rims.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Elusive  1895-0  Morgan  $1 


864  1895-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre  and  impres- 

sive mint  brilliance  mingle  on  the  obverse  with  rich  rose  irides- 
cence, while  the  reverse  displays  a touch  of  pale  champagne  ton- 
ing. From  a small  mintage  of 450,000  pieces,  and  a scarce  and  popu- 
lar key  date  in  choice  AU  or  finer. 


865  1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous,  and 

the  strike  is  strong  and  crisp  as  well.  A pleasing  example  ot  a date 
that  is  very  elusive  in  Mint  State  despite  a mintage  of  4.9  million 
pieces.  Choice  for  the  grade;  if  judged  by  the  reverse  alone,  we  d 
be  looking  at  a MS-64+  coin. 

Gem  Proof  1897  Morgan  $1 


866  1897  Proof-67  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  frost  on  the  motifs.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  ot 
731  pieces.  Only  three  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified 
finer  by  NGC,  whicli  speaks  highly  of  tlie  overall  quality  and  ap- 
peal of  the  present  coin. 

NCiC  Census:  17;  3 finer  witlnn  die  desipiation  (.ill  l'roof-6S). 


867  1897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Strong  unwavering  cartwheel  lustre 
spins  vividly  beneath  pale  rose  toning  on  this  attractive  coin,  a piece 
that  comes  tantalizingly  close  to  a finer  grade.  The  reverse  is  some- 
what prooflike  in  appearance.  A scarce  date  in  Mint  State. 

868  1899-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  Morgan  dollar,  a coin 
that  is  tied  for  finest  graded  within  the  PL  designation  by  PCGS, 
and  rightfully  so.  Intense  lustre,  a sharp  strike,  and  pale  champagne 
highlights  all  combine  in  a startling  visual  celebration  ot  the  gem 
status  of  this  beautiful  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  lU;  none  finer  widiin  the  designation. 

Choice  Mint  State  1904-S  Morgan  $1 

Elusive  So  Fine 


869  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frosty  with  strong  lustre  and 

deep  golden  halos  at  the  rims.  Quite  elusive  in  Mint  State  despite 
a goodly  mintage  ofjust  over  2.3  million  coins.  The  present  piece 
reflects  the  very  definition  of  the  grade,  and  strong  bidding  should 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  lot. 

Splendid  Gem  1923  Peace  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


870  1923  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  highest  order,  a lus- 

trous com  with  eye  appeal  that  would  do  any  Peace  dollar  justice, 
tliily  a whisper  of  pale  golden  lustre  impedes  the  brilliance  ot  this 
beauty.  A no-holds-barred  gem  in  every  respect. 

NGC  Census:  18;  none  finer. 
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Choice  Proof  1873  Trade  Dollar 

Inaugural  Date  of  the  Series 


871  1873  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  surfaces  underlie  a 

wealth  of  rich  peach  and  fiery  gold  iridescence  that  is  enhanced  by 
iridescent  violet  and  rose  highlights.  Some  softness  of  strike  is  seen 
in  a few  small  areas  of  the  design,  not  an  uncommon  occurrence 
for  the  issue.  Still,  a visually  pleasing  survivor  from  a Proof  mint- 
age for  the  date  of  856  pieces.  Surprisingly,  only  six  Proofs  of  the 
date  have  been  graded  finer  within  the  assigned  designation  by 
PCGS,  making  this  Proof-64  specimen  a true  prize. 

PCGS  Population;  28;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  finest). 


872  1873  Proof-62.  Deep  gunmetal-blue  and  lilac  toning  on  slate  gray 

surfaces;  myriad  hairlines  account  for  the  grade.  One  of 600  Proofs 
struck  (though  865  pieces  has  also  been  suggested;  see  below)  dur- 
ing the  first  year  ot  the  Tnide  Dollar  series.  In  his  Encyclopedia, 
Dave  Bowers  wrote  "Tod,iy.  the  1873  is  the  rarest  Proof  date  of 
the  regular  1873-1883  issues."  High  praise  for  this  premier  issue 
III  the  series. 

hrecn-5778.  "Noriiul  reverse.  ' 

Also  in  his  Dave  Bowers  had  the  following  to  say  regarding 

the  actual  Proof  mintage  of  this  date:  “Proof  mintage  records  ambiguous:  Proofs 
were  struck  for  collectors  beginning  July  1873,  at  w hich  time  200  were  pro- 
duced More  followed  each  month  through  December,  except  for  November. 
The  Anmul  Rt-pt^rf  of  the  Director  of  the  Mmt.  1887.  which  gave  monthly  pro- 
duction figures  for  all  trade  dollars-Proofs  and  business  strikes-from  1873 
through  1883.  stated  that  600  were  produced  as  follows:  July:  200;  August: 
P o.  September:  100;  October:  100;  November:  none;  December:  KM).  I be- 
lli %■  this  to  be  the  correct  figure,  based  upon  the  number  of  surviving  speci- 
m rns  rod.i\  Howe  ver,  numismatic  researcher  Harry  X Boosel  located  inter- 
; .il  Mint  re-  ords  which  were  not  specific  by  months  but  which  indicated  that 
Pr  • »f, ^Tf  made  as  foIli>vv;;  Struck  from  July  1 to  September  30:  600;  struck 
ff  •:  ■ -'  to-  ^ I to  I ‘ei  ember  31  26.S;  total:  865.  Am^rding  to  the  same  ac- 
■ur.\  1-’  m.^olil  18  >-dated  Pn>of  trade  dollars  were  on  hand  januarv  1 . 1874. 

* tif  rh-  .e  IS  unknown  1 believe  that  there  is  an  ma.  uraev  m 

■ f ^ r..i  fj.i  .planarion.  f'l  .-pt  perhaps  to  suggest  that  ^omc  (d 
■ “ Pf  : ■ |i  ■ '■n . 


873  1873  Proof-60.  Lightly  brushed,  hence  the  assigned  grade.  1 )eep 

golden  halos  are  forming  at  the  rims  of  this  Proof  from  the  first 
year  ot  the  denomination. 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1873  Trade  SI 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


(2.\  photo) 

874  1873  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  intensely  lush  lustn.' 

and  warm  golden  highlights  that  deepen  from  the  centers  to  the 
rims.  Crisp  and  sharp  in  all  areas  of  the  design  s,ive  for  a touch  of 
weakness  at  Liberty’s  crown  and  at  the  eagle's  sinister  foot  on  the 
reverse.  A truly  splendid  gem  circulation  strike  trade  dollar  fn'in 
the  first  year  ot  the  series,  a coin  that  comes  on  the  market  when 
gem  trade  dollars  are  drawing  intense  collecting  interest,  fhe 
present  "looker"  is  one  ofjust  three  examples  oftlie  date  awarded 
MS-66  status  by  NGC.  with  none  graded  liner!  Il'sou  hav  e an  iui.t- 
est  in  “tinest  known"  coins  ot  Phli-centurs  vintage,  then  sutels 
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this  beauty  has  piqued  your  interest  already;  alas,  it  has  probably 
caught  the  eye  of  many  other  astute  specialists  as  well! 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1873-CC  Trade  $1 


(2x  photo) 

875  1873-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  surfaces 

show  a nuance  of  pale  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  A touch  of 
striking  weakness  is  seen  at  Liberty’s  head  and  correspondingly  at 
the  eagle’s  talons  on  the  reverse,  otherwise  the  design  elements 
are  bold  and  well  presented.  What  is  almost  certainly  the  top  of  an 
errant  8 can  be  seen  m the  dentils  beneath  the  existing  8.  A popu- 
lar issue  from  the  first  year  of  the  denomination,  and  a rare  date 
that  Walter  Breen  noted  is  “Usually  in  low  grades  and/or 
chopmarked.”  Fortunately  for  our  bidders,  the  present  com  is  nei- 
ther low  grade  nor  chopmarked.  but  instead  presents  a choice  ex- 
ample of  the  assigned  Mint  State  grade.  At  the  MS-6(1  to  levels, 
Q.  David  Bowers  wrote;  “1  estimate  the  population  to  be  on  the 


order  of  only  40  to  80  pieces,  which  in  the  scheme  of  tilings  numis- 
matic is  peanuts.”  Maurice  Rosen  once  called  this  issue  “a  largely 
unheralded  date,”  intimating  that  in  his  opinion  the  1873-C(  1 trade 
dollar  was  “much  rarer  than  the  1 893-S  Morgan  silver  dollar."  Re- 
gardless of  what  has  come  to  pass  since  these  lofty  statements  were 
made,  one  thing  is  certain-this  date  is  a rarity'  in  Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  9 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

The  scarce  “Wide  CC"  variety,  with  large,  well-fbrincd  mintmark  letters  at 
least  the  width  of  one  letter  apart  from  each  other. 


Richly  Toned  Gem  Proof  1874  Trade  $1 


876  1874  Proof-65  (NGC).  Golden  gray  with  deep  blue  and  violet 

highlights  on  both  sides.  One  of 700  Proofs  of  the  date  produced, 
most  ofwhich  were  sold  with  the  silver  Proof  sets  of  the  year.  Re- 
garding those  700  Proofs,  the  Bowers  dollar  reference  Silver  Dol- 
lars & Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  A Complete  Encyclopedia,  notes 
“Typically,  on  January  1st  of  the  following  year  a small  supply  of 
Proofs  was  in  inventory.  Sometimes  these  were  wholesaled  to  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York  dealers  for  face  value.  However,  on  Janu- 
ary 9,  1875,  175  unsold  Proofs  were  released  for  face  value  and, 
presumably,  went  to  coin  dealers.”  The  present  gem  may  have  been 
in  a Proof  set  of  the  date,  or  it  may  have  been  sold  in  a wholesale 
batch  to  a coin  dealer,  but  either  way,  it  has  survived  to  the  21st 
century  in  gem  Proof  condition.  Only  a halt  dozen  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC  within  the  designation. 

NGC  Census:  16;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-67  finest). 


877  1874  Proof-62.  Satiny  silver  gray  with  smoky  slate  and  deep  rose 

highlights.  One  of 700  Proofs  ot  the  date  produced,  though  tar  fewer 
than  that  can  be  accounted  for  tod.iy.  "Although  700  m,iy  h,ive  been 
distributed  to  numismatists,  the  rate  ot  retaining  them  was  not  high, 
and  today  hundreds  ot  pieces  have  been  lost.  These  pieces  were  sim- 
ply spent  for  face  value,  as  was  also  the  case  for  many  1873  Proofs- 
accounting  for  the  impaired  Proofs  occa.sionally  seen  tod.iy.  On  the 
numismatic  market  the  1 874  Proofis  very  undervalued"  wrote  1 l.ive 
Bowers  in  his  Encyclopedia.  1 le  then  called  the  1874  Proof  trade  dol- 
lar only  slightly  less  rare  than  its  1873  counterpart. 

Bowers  I’root' reverse  die  No.  2:  "P.itelied  letters  reverse:  Some  Proofs  have 
the  reverse  No.  2 of  187.1  (.ilso  used  on  some  d.ited  187,S);  now,  the  .lu  scratch 
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r cxtcndN  all  the  way  to  border,  and  rust  marks  show  between  E and  P 
in  E PLLRIBUS  UNUM.  Most  seen  are  ol  this  variety."  The  "arc  scratch” 
Bowcr>  refers  to,  a raised  and  prominent  die  line,  can  be  seen  on  the  present 
specimen  e.vtendmj;  from  the  ribbon  between  E and  P,  extending  upward  to  the 
inner  wrif'of'the  first  T in  STA  l ES. 


Gem  Proof  1875  Trade  Dollar 


(2.x  photo) 


87K  1875  Type  I/I.  ProoI-66  (NGC).  Bright  underlying  silver  high- 

lights sh.ire  the  surLiees  ot  this  gem  with  bursts  of  deep  electric 
blue,  ■ .irnnnc.  and  gold.  A gem  that  would  have  been  accorded  a 
anu  '.>"  tiesignation  had  not  so  much  deep  toning  made  itself  at 
home  m the  last  128  years.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 
7!.‘(!  pii-  I’s  though  some  claim  has  been  made  for  a higher  mint- 
1,!  , .'i  pif.  cs  Reg.inlmg  Proofs  of  the  date,  the  Bowers  [{tuy- 
•:  ti!  ' - ’ The  Philadelphia  Mint  production  this  year  was  low 

: ' , ' " I ; :.t  Mm.Joo  business  strikes,  the  lowest  so  far  from 

e ' ' r Tadi  doll. ir  Ties.  The  output  was  sporailii  From 


January  through  March  none  were  struck.  In  April  2()0  business 
strikes  are  reported  to  have  been  made  (and  are  so  considered  in 
this  text,  but  there  is  a strong  possibility  these  are  Proofs;  if  so,  the 
hgures  will  have  to  be  adjusted  accordingly  to  a total  mintage  of 
900  Proots).”  700  or  900  Proofs,  take  your  pick,  but  either  w,iy  it 
would  be  a significant  challenge  to  find  a finer  surviving  specimen 
of  the  issue,  especially  if  you  enjoy  deeply  toned  coins. 

NC;C  Census;  .S;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-67). 


Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 

Type  I Obverse,  Type  II  Reverse 


879  1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  highlights 

enliven  the  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  of  this  choice  Proof  trade 
dollar,  the  end  result  a nice  cameo  contrast  (though  such  is  not 
noted  on  the  PCGS  holder).  From  a Proof  mintage  of  800  coins, 
of  which  an  estimated  two  thirds  or  so  are  of  the  Type  II  reverse 
style  as  offered  here.  An  attractive  coin  overall,  one  that  is  cer- 
tainly readily  suited  for  inclusion  in  a Proof  trade  dollar  collection. 


880  1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-62.  Somewhat  brilliant  at  the  obverse  cen- 

ter with  deep  golden  brown  around,  reverse  a mix  of  golden  brown 
and  gunmetal-blue;  old  brush  marks  account  for  the  grade.  One 
ot  700  (or  possibly  900)  Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  A modestly  pleas- 
ing coin  for  the  grade. 


881  1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62.  Sultry  lilac-gray  with  plenty  of  golden 

iridescence.  The  Type  1/11  Proofs  of  the  date,  as  offered  here,  make 
up  the  majorit)'  of  the  1,150  Proofs  of  the  date  produced  (the  rarer 
of  the  two  varieties  of  the  date  has  Type  11;1I  design  features).  .A 
popular  issue  from  our  nation's  centennial  year. 
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882  1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63,  Perhaps  artfully  retoned.  Type  1/1.  Large 
S mintmark.  A frosty  and  lustrous  Mint  State  example  of  this  pe- 
rennial favorite  with  type  collectors.  Flashy  pale  pastel  shades  of 
gold,  pale  blue,  rose,  and  sea  green  dominate  the  visual  effects. 
Worthy  of  in-person  examination. 

Breen-580().  “1876  S 'Type  1’  obverse  and  reverse.  Large  S.  S 1.17  mni.” 

883  Pair  of  trade  dollars:  ☆ 1876-S  Type  1/1.  AU-55.  Iridescent  pearl 
gray  surfaces  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  gray  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1 879 
Proof-50.  Polished.  A Proof-only  date.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Choice  Proof  1877  Trade  Dollar 


884  1877  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Type  11/11.  Vibrant  peach  and 

gold  iridescence  on  deep  golden  gray  surfaces,  with  splashes  of 
electric  blue  and  vibrant  rose  that  add  a colorful  dimension  all  their 
own.  One  of  either  510  or  710  Proofs  of  the  date  struck  (take  your 
pick  after  seeing  note  below).  The  first  of  two  Proof  varieties  of 
the  date  described  by  Bowers  in  his  Encyclopedia  as  follows:  “Heavy 
date,  double  punched.  Breen-5808.  Minute  tracing  of  double 
punching,  particularly  the  1 and  8.  Only  a small  number  of  Proofs 
are  of  this  variety.”  A visually  pleasing  example  of  a scarce  variety, 
but  a coin  that  definitely  stands  on  its  own  physical  and  aesthetic 
merits  with  the  added  appeal  of  the  repunched  date  numerals. 

Regarding  the  Proof  mintage  of  the  date,  the  Bowers  Encyclopedia  has  the 
following  to  say:  “Proof  figures  not  certain:  While  monthly  reports  ot  Mint 
production  figures  for  Proofs  suggest  a total  mintage  of  510,  some  (including 
Walter  H.  Breen  and  me  [QDB|)  have  questioned  this  figure.  Based  upon  the 
number  of  known  specimens,  and  the  200  made  in  February  (before  any  major 
deliveries  of  business  strikes),  a figure  of  710  seems  more  likely.  This  seems  to 
fit  in  well  with  the  analysis  of  the  availability  ol  Proofs  discussed  in  the  intro- 
duction to  the  trade  dollar  section.  Of  this  number.  125  were  distributed  at  face 
value,  probably  to  coin  dealers,  on  January  11,  1878.  However,  this  is  conjec- 
ture. Then,  the  question  arises  as  to  why  710  Proofs  would  have  been  struck  ot 
the  trade  dollar  when  only  510  Proofs  were  reportedly  struck  ot  the  dime,  quar- 
ter, and  half  dollar.  This  may  never  be  resolved  to  anyone  s satisfaction. 


vn 

Choice  Mint  State  1877-CC  Trade  $1 


885  1877-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Pale  lilac-gray  with  strong  lustre  and 

definitive  eye  appeal,  and  with  pale  gold  and  rose  iridescence  add- 
ing greatly  to  the  overall  appearance.  The  present  issue  represents 
the  first  Carson  City  trade  dollar  coinage  since  that  of  April  1876, 
and  was  greeted  by  thejune  29,  1877  edition  of  the  Virginia  City, 
Nevada  Tenitorial  Enterprise  with  the  following  notice:  “The  work 
of  coining  trade  dollars  will  be  briskly  resumed  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  on  July  1.  The  ‘trades’  are  not  for  circulation  here.  They  will 
be  shipped  to  San  Francisco,  thence  to  China,”  which  probably 
accounts  for  the  apparent  rarity  of  the  date  in  choice  Mint  State. 
As  noted  in  the  Bowers  reference,  this  date  is  fairly  well  repre- 
sented in  lower  Mint  State  grades,  say  MS-6()  to  62,  but  above 
that  grade  it  becomes  a rarity  of  some  importance.  As  Dave  Bow- 
ers noted:  “By  any  measure,  the  1877-CC  is  a rarity'  in  any  upper 
level  of  Mint  State.  Only  at  the  MS-6(1  to  62  level  do  coins  come 
on  the  market  with  any  consistency,  and  even  in  this  range  only 
about  100  to  160  are  known.”  Fewer  than  20  examples  ot  the  date 
have  been  graded  MS-63  or  finer  by  NGC  (none  of  those  above 
MS-65,  by  the  way),  a figure  that  backs  up  the  Bowers  informa- 
tion admirably.  Rarity  and  eye  appeal  combine  here  in  a most  en- 
chanting manner. 

NGC  Census:  8;  9 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Regarding  the  present  date,  pioneer  trade  dollar  researcher  John  M. 
Willem  noted  "The  1871-CC  is  also  difftcnit  to  secure,  although  the  number 
minted  is  quite  large.  Its  relative  rarity  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all  but  3,000 
of  the  Carson  City  trade  dollars  were  minted  in  June,  July,  and  August  oj 
that  year,  and  all  of  those  coins  were  destined  for  shipment  abroad.  The 
3,000  minted  in  December  probably  remained  in  the  United  States. 


Uncirculated  1877-S  Trade  $1 


886  1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  silver  gray  with  strong 

underlying  golden  highlights.  A nicely  struck  example  ot  the  date 
with  crisp  design  elements  present  m all  places. 
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887  1878  Proof-62.  Lively  lilac-gray  with  reflective  fields  that  dis- 

play splashes  of  bright  pastel  gold  and  rose.  One  of  900  Proofs  of 
the  date  struck,  all  of  which  seem  to  be  from  the  same  die  pair.  An 
altogether  pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade. 


Choice  Mint  State  1878-CC  Trade  $1  Rarity 

The  Norweb  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 


888  1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  An  incredible  array  of  pale  peach  and 

champagne  iridescence  graces  the  satiny,  highly  lustrous  surfaces 
of  this  attractive  trade  dollar.  One  of  only  97,000  circulation  strikes 
of  the  date  produced,  the  smallest  such  mintage  in  the  entire  trade 
dollar  series.  (According  to  the  Bowers  Encyclopedia,  “On  July  19, 
1878,  44,148  undistributed  trade  dollars  went  to  the  melting  pot. 
All  must  have  been  dated  1878-CC,  many  from  the  41,000  deliv- 
ered in  February.  This  leaves  a net  mintage  for  distribution  of  only 
.S2,8.S2  coins.")  The  present  beauty  is  the  Norweb  specinien-the 
catalogue  of  that  collection  noted  that  the  1878-CC  trade  dollar  is 
"Regarded  as  the  rarest  trade  dollar  in  Uncirculated  grade,  edging 


out  the  1873-CC  in  this  regard,”  and  further  noted  “It  is  likely  the 
1878-CC  is  a Rarity-6  item  in  high  grades.”  For  the  record,  NGC 
has  certified  just  54  examples  of  the  date  in  all  grades,  the  lowest 
such  tally  for  any  regular  issue  circulation  strike  date  in  the  series. 
Of  that  number,  only  two  specimens  have  been  graded  finer.  The 
NGC  “track  record”  for  this  date  speaks  for  itself  Beauty,  qualits', 
pedigree,  this  specimen  literally  has  everything  a collector  could 
want. 

NGC  Census;  7;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  Auctions  hy  Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  of  the  S’omvh  Collection, 
Part  II,  March  1988,  Lot  1838. 
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Desirable  1878-CC  Trade  $1  Rarity 

A Lightly  Circulated  Specimen 


889  1878-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  lilac-gray  with  underlying 

lustre  and  pale  rose,  gold,  and  electric  blue  iridescence  present  in 
the  fields.  A pleasing  lightly  circulated  example  of  the  date,  a coin 
devoid  of  major  “hits”  and  scrapes,  and  one  that  can  readily  be 
called  “choice  for  the  grade”  without  any  fear  of  contradiction. 


890  1878-CC  VF-35  (NGC).  Another  circulated  example  of  this 

prized  rarity  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Medium  silver  gray  high 
points  give  way  to  deeper  gray  in  the  fields.  Far  and  away  the  scarcest 
of  all  circulation  strike  dates  in  the  series,  and  eagerly  sought  in  all 
grades  as  a result. 

Breen-5824.  “Repunched  8;  misplaced  CC.  Rare.  Same  obverse;  CC  far 
to  right  above  DO."  On  the  present  specimen,  the  repnnching  at  the  8 in  the 
date  is  not  seen,  probably  as  a result  ot  die  wear.  On  the  reverse,  however,  the 
placement  of  the  mintmark  is  unmistakable,  with  the  back  of  the  first  C and  the 
back  upright  ot  the  D in  DOLLAR  in  an  even  line,  while  the  second  C is  over 
the  front  edge  of  the  O in  the  denomination. 


Simply  Superb  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 
NGC  Proof-67'i^  Cameo 
A Proof-Only  Date 


{2x  photo) 


891  1879  Proof-67  ☆ Cameo  (NGC).  “Wow.  look  at  that!"  must 

seem  like  an  odd  way  to  open  a catalogue  description,  but  those 
words  are,  in  fact,  the  very  words  this  writer  uttered  just  a mo- 
ment ago  when  this  lot  crossed  my  desk.  A brilliant  gem  ot  the 
highest  order,  a fact  that  virtually  anyone  who  views  this  coin  will 
agree  on.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  stand  out  boldly  from  deeply  mir- 
rored fields,  with  the  sharply  rendered  design  motifs  appearing  as 
though  chiseled  from  solid  silver.  As  the  poets  might  have  said  about 
this  com,  it  is  nearly  “achingly  heautifiil"  in  its  aesthetic  appeal. 
From  a sizeable  mintage  for  this  Proof-only  issue  ot  1,,S4I  coins, 
many  of  winch  were  sold  late  in  tlic  year,  those  owing  to  a “Inibble" 
of  collecting  enthusiasm  for  Proof  coins  that  seemingly  was  “very 
short-lived  (reminiscent  of  some  booms  today!)  and  extended  only 
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troiu  December  1S79  through  the  early  part  of  1880,”  according 
to  the  Bowers  silver  dollar  Hncyclopedia.  Though  untold  hundreds 
ot  1879  Proof  trade  dollars  are  still  available  for  just  about  anyone 
in  today’s  collecting  community  to  choose  from,  only  a very  few 
of  those  even  approach  the  quality  of  the  present  coin.  Incredibly 
enough,  NCJC  has  certified  an  example  of  the  date  in  a finer  grade 
than  that  represented  here!  We  haven’t  seen  that  coin,  but  it  must 
be  a very  special  com  indeed  to  exceed  the  appeal,  quality,  and 
beauty  of  the  present  coin!  Be  that  as  it  may,  if  the  present  writer 
owned  the  present  coin,  he  wouldn’t  give  a whit  about  what  any 
other  1879  Proof  trade  dollar  looked  like! 

NGC  Census:  1 ; 1 finer  (Proof-68  Cameo,  but  without  a ☆ designation). 


Choice  Proof-Only  1879  Trade  Dollar 


892  1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deep  gunmetal-blue  with  some  golden 

toning  at  the  centers.  The  sharp  devices  are  somewhat  frosted  and 
the  fields  are  mirrored,  though  any  cameo  contrast  is  blended  by 
the  deepness  of  the  toning.  Doubled  Die  Reverse,  doubling  plain- 
est at  420  GRAINS,  900  FINE  and  TIfADE  DOLLAR. 


Incredible  Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 

NGC  Proof-68  Cameo 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC  in  Any  Designation 


(2x  photo) 

893  1880  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Simply  superb.  A bright  and 

appealing  gem  with  a faint  whisper  of  pale  gold  at  the  rims,  and 
with  frosty  design  elements  and  mirrored  fields  that  show  a hint  of 
satiny  texture.  A strikingly  beautiful  gem  that  embodies  the  ne.ir- 
perfection  one  would  expect  from  a coin  at  the  Proof-68  level. 
One  of  1,987  Proofs  struck,  the  highest  such  production  figure  of 
any  Proof  trade  in  the  series,  1873-1883.  For  a coin  to  be  one  of 
the  seven  finest  examples  certified  by  NGC  from  among  the  larg- 
est production  run  of  Proofs  in  the  series  is  as  remarkable  .o  is  the 
coin  itself! 

NCC;  (w-nsus:  7;  none  finer  within  .inv  deMgn.itioii 
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Popular  Proof-Only  1880  Trade  $1  Choice  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 


898  1883  Hawaiian  $1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Akahi  Oala.  Bright  and  trosn- 

with  a few  scattered  marks  that  account  for  the  assigned  grade. 
Instigated  by  a wealthy  plantation  owner  and  banker  (among  other 
titles)  friend  of  King  Kalakaua,  Clause  Spreckles,  who  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  silver  Kingdom  of  1 lawaii  coinage  of  1883.  Nice 
for  the  grade,  and  no  doubt  soon  to  be  a part  ot  an  1883-dated 
Hawaiian  type  set! 


HAWAIIAN  DOLLAR 


Mint  State  1883  Kingdom  of  Hawaii  $1 


896  1882  Proof-63.  Smoky  silver  gray  with  gold  iridescence  and  pale 

royal  blue  highlights.  Bowers  lb  (sec  below).  One  of  1.097  Broofs 
struck  at  Philadelphia  in  the  fifth  consecutive  year  of  Proof-only 
coinage  in  the  trade  dollar  series.  Nicely  struck-this  date  often 
comes  flat  and  featureless  in  places. 

In  the  Bowers  reference  notes  are  made  for  three  apparently  ditferem  reverse 
dies  for  1882  Proof  trade  dollars.  The  present  coin  is  an  e.xample  ot  Bovvers  lb. 
about  which  the  author  WTOte:  “Another  1882  reverse  has  the  right  crossbar  exten- 
sion of  the  4 111  420  on  the  reverse  so  faint  as  to  be  almost  nonexistent,  second  L in 
DOLLAR  is  normal  (not  the  reverse  die  used  in  1880  with  defective  second  L).” 


897  1883  Proof-62  Cameo  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  with  a whisper 

of  pale  golden  toning.  Modest  yet  distinct  cameo  contrast  catches 
the  viewer’s  attention  admirably. 


894  1880  Proof-63.  Lustrous  pale  silver  gray  centers  give  way  to  deep- 

ening gray  tones  at  the  peripheries,  creating  a muted  yet  attractive 
cameo  contrast.  One  of  1,987  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  mainly  to 
sate  the  appetite  of  investors  who  had  been  putting  their  money 
during  the  era  in  such  esoteric  futures  as  Proof  trade  dollars  and 
Proof  gold  coins,  notably  the  $3  denomination. 

The  Bowers  reference  notes  cwo  distinct  Proof  varieties  for  the  date.  The 
present  specimen  exhibits  die  characteristics  that  coincide  with  both  of  the  types 
mentioned  by  Dave  Bowers.  The  first  of  these,  his  No.  I,  simply  says  “With  top 
of  1 in  date  below  G ot  GOD.  Crossbar  of  4 in  420  is  perfect.”  For  No.  2, 
Bowers  notes  “With  top  ot  1 in  date  below  GO  of  GOD.  The  reverse  of  some 
specimens  has  these  characteristics:  No  projection  or  right  side  to  crossbar  of  4 
in  420  (but  a tiny  dot-like  remnant  is  visible);  lower  right  serif  of  first  L in 
DOLLAR  is  Hat  on  the  top  (as  normal),  but  the  second  L has  a rounded  top 
(abnormal).  This  is  the  variety  most  often  seen.”  On  the  presently  offered  vari- 
ety, the  1 in  the  date  is  below  the  G of  GOD,  though  the  crossbar  ot  the  4 is 
mostly  missing. 


Choice  Proof  1881  Trade  $1 


895  1881  Proof-63.  Reflective  fields  and  satiny  motifs  show  a wide 

array  of  heliotrope  hues  on  the  slate  gray  surfaces.  A nicely  struck 
example;  in  his  Encyclopedia,  Dave  Bowers  noted  this  date  is  Usu- 
ally seen  with  flat  head  and  stars,”  though  the  present  coin  is  a tine 
exception  to  that  rule.  One  of  960  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 


AMEl^lCAN  NUMISMATIC):  RAKITIES 


2(12 


Tme  Classics  Sale 


CANADIAN  COINS 


899  Complete  collection  of  Canada  $1  issues,  1935  to  1958,  in- 
cluding several  popular  varieties,  all  housed  in  an  old-style  Whitman 
blue  press-in  folder:  ☆ 1935  MS-63  (2).  One  used  to  illustrate  the 
obverse  of  the  t\pe  ☆ 1936  AU-5()  ☆ 1937  MS-62  ☆ 1938  MS-60 
t!  1939  MS-62  ☆ 1945  AU-5()  ☆ 1946  MS-61  ☆ 1947  Blunt  7. 
AU-55  ☆ 1947  Bointed  7.  MS-63  ☆ 1947  Maple  Leaf  MS-63  ☆ 
1948  MS-62.  The  key  to  the  Canada  dollar  series  (save  for  the 
191 1 rarity-)  ☆ 1949  MS-63  ☆ 1950  MS-63  ☆ 1951  MS-63  ☆ 1952 
Water  Lines  variety.  MS-62  (2).  One  used  to  illustrate  the  obverse 
of  the  type  ☆ 1952  No  Water  Lines.  MS-63  ☆ 1953  MS-63  ☆ 
1954  MS-63  ☆ 1955  Partial  Water  Lines.  MS-63  ☆ 1956  MS-64 
(2),  one  used  to  illustrate  the  obverse  of  the  type  ☆ 1957  MS-64  ☆ 
1958  MS-62.  A nice  group,  nearly  all  with  album  toning.  (Total: 
25  pieces) 

900  Trio  of  Canada  S 100  gold  commemoratives,  all  gem  quality,  as  made, 
in  bo.xes  of  issue:  ☆ 1978.  “Together  into  the  Future,”  12  geese  in 
night  ☆ 1994.  “Maintenance  Jobs  in  the  Hangar,”  woman  airplane 
mechanic  circa  WW  II  ☆ 1995.  Founding  of  Louisbourg,  1720.  A 
nice  group.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS 

Gold  dollars  begin  what  is  certainly  an  impressive  lineup  of  rari- 
ties to  be  found  throughout  the  selection  of  United  States  gold  coins 
offered  below,  and  the  1851  graded  MS-68(!)  is  a great  way  to  begin! 
The  1859-D  example  from  the  Dallas  Bank  Collection  makes  an  ap- 
pearance, as  does  an  1868  Proof  dollar,  one  of  just  25  struck.  The 
quarter  eagles  build  upon  the  dollars  with  several  important  rarities 
including  the  very  seldom  seen  1806/5,  and  Mint  State  examples  of 
1821  and  1827,  all  important  properties  of  the  early  series.  Classic 
Heads  include  a Mint  State  1838-C,  while  important  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  issues  of  the  Liberty  series  lead  up  to  a spectacular  gem 
Proof  1867  from  the  Bass  Collection-the  finest  Proof  quarter  eagle 
before  1895  graded  by  PCCS.  Our  offering  of  three-dollar  pieces  is 
small,  but  highlighted  by  a gem  Proof  example  of  1859,  it  is  highly 
important. 

Half  aaglcs  are  a challenging  series  from  beginning  to  end,  with 
many  extremely  rare  issues  that  almost  never  appear  for  sale.  Begin- 
ning with  an  example  of  1795,  the  first  year  of  the  denomination,  the 
Classics  Sale  includes  many  impressive  and  noteworthy  pieces,  both 
of  high  grade  and  high  rarity.  Extremely  rare  die  varieties  of  1798 
and  18(10  lead  up  to  such  classics  as  the  landmark  1815,  and  Mint 
State  c.xamples  of  1819,  1824,  1827,  1832,  and  No  Motto  Crosslet  4 
1 834— certainly  an  exciting  lineup!  The  Liberty  series  follows  suitewith 
many  desirable  specimens  such  as  Mint  State  examples  of  1841 -C, 
1843-C,  185f)-C,  1859-D,  while  many  more  elusive  dates  are  ot- 
feri'd  in  AU  condition,  a highly  respectable  state  of  preservation  tor 
UMny  ran-r  issues.  Study  the  listings  carefully  as  many  of  the  otterings 
■:  '■  it  h:-  .^-'Ti  again  tor  some  time! 


Our  presentation  of  SIO  pieces  brings  to  market  another  excep- 
tional selection  of  coins,  beginning  with  the  9 Leaves  variety  of  the 
1795,  and  other  prizes  among  the  early  dates.  Liberty  pieces  are  like- 
wise well  represented  by  a choice  Mint  State  1847,  gem  Proofs  of 
1866  and  1881,  and  a landmark  Proof  1875  to  name  a few.  Double 
eagles  are  always  a popular  series  and  our  offering  is  led  by  a Cem 
Proot  1881  ot  the  Liberty  series,  while  multiple  examples  of  the  Saint 
Gaudens’  famous  MCMVII  High  Relief  lead  comfortably  lead  off 
the  selection  of  these  later  issues.  A spectacular  Gem  Proof  gold  set 
ot  19(){)  (including  a quarter  eagle  graded  Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo!) 
stands  as  a grand  finale  to  our  federal  gold  offering,  while  a Kellogg 
S20  piece  represents  the  fascinating  territorial  gold  series. 


GOLD  DOLLARS 

All  gold  dollar  photographs  are  2x. 


Impeccable  Gem  Mint  State  1851  Gold  Dollar 


901  1851  MS-68  (NGC).  A frosty  deep  golden  gem  with  pale  olive 

highlights  and  immaculate  surfaces  that  seem  almost  matte-like  in 
appearance.  A pleasing  coin  that  sports  a sharp  obverse  strike-the 
reverse  shows  a hint  of  weakness  at  the  date,  otherwise  that  is  bold 
and  crisp  as  well.  James  Barton  Longacre’s  gold  dollar  design  ap- 
pears here  as  it  should  in  any  fine  collection,  sharp,  lustrous,  mark- 
free,  and  downright  beautiful!  Among  the  finest  examples  of  this 
plentiful  date,  but  a coin  that  is  set  apart  from  virtually  all  others  of 
its  date  and  type  by  virtue  of  its  incredible  visual  quality. 

NGC  Census:  2;  one  finer  (MS-69). 


902  Gold  dollar  mix:  ☆ 1851  EF-45,  reverse  scratches  ☆ 1851-0 
EF-4()  ☆ 1852  EF-40  ☆ 1853  EF-45  ☆ 1854  Type  11.  EF-45  ☆ 
1857  EF-40.  A nice  group  all  told.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

903  Trio  of  gold  dollars:  ☆ 1852  EF-45  ☆ 1853  EF-4()  ☆ 1856  EF-45. 
Each  with  reddish  gold  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


AMI  KI(  AN  NUMISMA  TIC'  KAIL  I III  S 


The  Classics  Sale 


203 


Uncirculated  1859-D  Gold  Dollar 

The  Browning-Dallas  Bank  Specimen 


904  1859-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  and  warm  yellow  gold  with  gen- 

erous amounts  of  yellow  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas. 
Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies,  as  is  often  the  case  for  the  date. 
Walter  Breen  noted  the  date  is  “usually  poorly  struck,  weakest  at 
85,  plumes,  and  parts  of  hair;  sometimes  with  heavy  clash  marks.” 
The  present  piece  is  finer  in  detail  than  usually  seen  for  the  date. 
One  ofjust  4,952  examples  of  the  date  struck  in  Dahlonega,  mak- 
ing for  a rarity  by  anyone’s  standards.  Surprisingly,  however.  Mint 
State  examples  of  the  date  are  available  from  time  to  time,  as  is  the 
case  here.  Whether  you  collect  Dahlonega  Mint  coins  as  a spe- 
cialty, are  building  a gold  type  set,  or  simply  enjoy  owning  rare 
gold  issues,  without  a doubt  the  present  coin  would  enhance  your 
collection  many  fold. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Dallas  Bank  Collection,  October  200 1 , Lot 
257. 


905  1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Heavy  lustre  and  rich  golden  toning  high- 

lights on  satiny,  appealing  surfaces.  Perhaps  the  most  readily  avail- 
able Type  111  gold  dollar  in  Mint  State,  yet  still  a thing  of  beauty 
when  choice  Uncirculated  as  here. 


Frosty  1863  Gold  Dollar 


906  1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  rich  golden  high- 

lights on  both  sides.  A beauty,  nicely  struck  and  with  a wealth  of 
eye  appeal.  Only  6,200  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were  pro- 
duced in  Philadelphia  during  this  pivotal  year  in  the  Civil  War. 
Definitely  a rare  date  in  Choice  Mint  State,  as  offered  here,  as  are 
other  later  dates  of  the  decade  (the  1861  and  1862  issues  are,  for 
the  most  part,  type  coins  in  Mint  State),  though  the  1863  gold 
dollar  is  typically  underappreciated  for  its  rarity.  Why  not  treat  that 
gold  type  set  of  yours  to  a date  that  is  considerably  rarer  than  the 
typical  gold  dollar  seen  in  type  sets? 


Proof  1868  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 

Just  25  Struck! 


907  1868  Net  Proof-60  (ANACS),  “Altered  Surfaces”  according  to 
the  holder.  Deep  golden  mirrors  surround  frosted  obverse  motifs 
for  a sincerely  attractive  cameo  effect,  the  reverse  being  only  slightly 
less  bold  where  the  cameo  contrast  is  concerned.  A pleasing  coin 
in  spite  of  the  ANACS  “net”  grade-one  must  look  long  and  hard 
to  make  a determination  of  quality.  One  of  only  25  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck,  of  which  more  than  a few  have  disappeared  from  sight 
of  the  numismatic  community  in  the  ensuing  135  years  since  they 
left  the  Mint’s  coining  press.  We  suspect  competition  will  be  strong 
for  this  coin  despite  its  holder,  so  please  plan  your  bidding  strategy 
accordingly. 
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QUAKTEK  EAGLES  Superb  AU  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


Very  Rare  1806/5  Quarter  Eagle 

Among  the  Rarest  Issues  in  the  Series 


(2x  photo) 


908  1806/5.  Breen-2.  Rarity-6.  Overdate.  7X6  Stars.  AU-53 

(NGC).  A superb  example  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  among  early 
quarter  eagles,  usually  present  only  in  advanced  cabinets.  lUch  deep 
yellow  gold  shows  coppery-orange  toning  around  the  obverse  pe- 
ripheries and  across  the  reverse  in  a very  pleasing  visual  effect.  Good 
lustre  remains  in  protected  areas  of  the  obverse,  full  lustrous  cart- 
wheel on  the  reverse,  some  light  abrasions  noted,  pinprick  nick  in 
front  of  Liberty’s  eye  serves  as  an  identifier,  minor  rim  bruise  at 
3:00,  some  minor  adjustment  marks  present  at  central  reverse  as 
exhibited  by  most  specimens  of  this  very  rare  issue.  Excellent  overall 
eye  appeal,  a top-notch  example  of  the  1806/5  variety. 

Though  any  1806  quarter  eagle  is  rare,  this  variety  is  by  a long 
shot  the  scarcer  of  the  two.  NGC  has  graded  twice  as  many  1806/ 
4 quarter  eagles  as  1806/5;  PCGS’s  figures  for  the  1806/4  more 
than  triple  their  total  for  the  1806/5.  Akers  estimated  that  this  is 
the  third  rarest  date  among  quarter  eagles  and  noted  only  13  ap- 
pearances; the  only  specimen  Harry  Bass  ever  owned  is  now  im- 
pounded in  the  Harry  Bass  Foundation  collection.  Nearly  all  the 
top-quality'  ones  h.ive  been  graded  AU  over  the  years,  including 
the  piece  in  Stack’s  1965  Pierce  sale  and  both  the  Garrett  and  Elias- 
berg  coins.  The  obverse  die  was  used  previously  on  1805  quarter 
eagles;  the  reverse  saw  service  later  on  1807  dimes  and  quarter 
eagles.  As  a well-pedigreed  and  well-preserved  specimen  of  this 
important  issue,  a gold  enthusiast  would  no  doubt  find  great  satis- 
faction 111  owning  this  piece. 

N('.t;  Cxnsiis:  I ; 7 finer  (MS-63  finest).  PCGS  has  never  certified  a speci- 
men blither  than  AU-58. 

A careful  examinatiun  uf  the  pour  quality  halftone  plate  from  the  1968  Stack's 
R.L  .Vtilcs  sale  suggests  a strong  probability  that  the  coin  sold  in  that  sale  is  the 
present  com. 

f-nm  Sotliehy  's/Suick 's  sale  of  the  Dallas  Bank  (Jeff  Browning  Col- 
lection, (ktolH-r  21)01,  La>f  304.  Earlier,  perhaps  from  Stack’s  sale  of  the 
R.L  .Miles  Collection.  October  1968,  Let  87. 


(2.\  photo) 


909  1807  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  fully  lus- 

trous with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  richer  yellow  tones  around 
devices  and  legends.  Excellent  visual  appeal  and  surface  quality, 
not  plagued  with  the  heavy  contact  marks  that  so  often  mar  these 
early  gold  issues  but  instead  showing  only  very  light  contact  points. 
Frosty  and  pleasing  in  all  regards  despite  a short  stay  in  circulation. 
An  interesting  issue,  more  available  than  other  dates  in  the  series 
though  no  specimens  appeared  in  any  of  the  Bass  sales.  The  re- 
verse die  used  here  shows  the  signs  of  its  near  constant  use,  in- 
cluding terms  on  each  of  the  previous  two  quarter  eagle  issues-the 
die  would  also  be  used  on  1807  dimes.  The  present  example  is 
lovely  for  the  grade  and  should  be  chased  with  vigor  by  those  col- 
lectors desiring  a high  quality  example  of  this  issue. 


Rare  Mint  State  1821  $2.50 


(2x  photo) 


910  1821  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Even  light  yellow  gold 

on  lightly  reflective  fields,  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  A boldly 
struck  example  of  this  rare  date  and  type,  the  so-called  “large 
planchet”  version  of  the  Capped  Bust  type  altered  from  Reich’s 
one-year  ty'pe  of  1808.  Hair,  cap  detail,  and  feathers  nicely  delin- 
eated, excellent  visual  appe.il,  only  scattered  insignificant  abrasions 
accounting  for  the  grade  as  assigned.  A fascinating  issue,  the  first 
year  of  a new  type  and  one  of  only  6.448  struck;  the  reverse  was 
later  used  on  the  next  two  emissions  of  this  type  in  1824  and  1825. 
No  specimens  of  this  issue  were  ever  a part  of  the  Bass  sales,  the 
Browning  coin  was  an  AU,  and  the  Keston  coin  was  certified  as 
AU-55.  This  example  would  be  an  ideal  representative  of  thiv  verv 
rare  type  for  a connoisseur. 

NCJC  Census:  4;  I finer  (MS-66). 
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Choice  Mint  State  1827  $2,50  Rarity 


911  1827  Breen-1.  Rarity-5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Full  satiny  lustre  on 

bright  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Full  of  eye  appeal,  a superlative  ex- 
ample of  this  very  rare  issue.  Splendid  frost  around  design  elements, 
scattered  tiny  contact  marks,  a jewel  of  an  early  quarter  eagle.  Akers 
relates  that  “choice  examples  of  this  date  are  very  rare”  and  ad- 
judges them  scarcer  than  any  other  date  of  the  Large  Planchet  type. 
Harry  Bass  owned  only  one  example,  still  impounded  in  the  Harry 
Bass  Foundation  collection  on  display  at  the  ANA  Museum.  Coins 
of  this  quality  are  extremely  elusive  among  the  entire  Capped  Bust 
type,  and  when  only  this  date  is  considered,  coins  as  fine  as  this 
become  a great  rarity-PCGS  has  certified  only  one  coin  finer,  and 
NGC  has  never  seen  one  better  than  MS-64.  Many  collectors  can 
collect  for  a lifetime  without  encountering  an  early  gold  coin  that 
has  not  been  holed,  worked,  harshly  cleaned,  or  otherwise  abused. 
The  chance  to  purchase  an  early  quarter  eagle  such  as  this  is  an 
opportunity  to  be  savored  and  considered. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  1 finer  (MS-65). 


Lustrous  1834  Classic  Head  $2.50 

Choice  Mint  State 


912  1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  No  Motto,  Large  or 

“Booby”  Head  style.  Impressively  deep  yellow  gold  with  warm 
olive  highlights.  Largely  prooOike,  especially  so  on  the  obverse. 
Some  faint  marks  are  seen,  the  most  obvious  of  those  a taint  scratch 
(emphasis  on  “faint”)  that  extends  from  the  first  star  to  the  under- 
side of  Liberty’s  chin.  From  the  first  year  of  designer  William 
Kiieass’  short-lived  design  type;  six  short  years  after  the  inception 
of  the  design,  Christian  Gobrecht’s  Liberty  or  Coronet  style  took 
over  the  Mints’  coining  presses  for  67  years!  A truly  lovely  com  tor 
the  grade,  one  that  is  important  for  its  first-year  status  and  its  Mint 

State  beauty  as  well. 


Remarkable  Mint  State  183 8-C  Quarter  Eagle 
Premier  Charlotte  Mint  Issue 
Obverse  Mintmark  Style 


(2x  photo) 


913  1838-C  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  significant  lus- 

tre, olive  highlights,  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date  and  design  type;  here  Miss  Liberty  is  bold  and  crisp, 
though  the  reverse  eagle  sports  a hint  of weakness  at  the  edge  of  its 
wings.  A greatly  respected  rarity  in  grades  of  AU  or  finer,  the  1838- 
C quarter  eagle  was  struck  to  the  tune  of  7,880  pieces,  most  of 
which  paid  their  dues  in  pocket  change,  becoming  well-worn, 
down  to  the  VF  grade  or  so,  before  finally  being  saved  from  circu- 
lation. As  Douglas  Winter  noted  in  his  Charlotte  Mint  reference, 
this  date  “is  usually  seen  m VF  and  EF  grades.  It  is  rare  in  AU  and 
very  rare  in  Uncirculated.”  By  a grand  stroke  of  fate  a small  num- 
ber of  Uncirculated  1838-C  quarter  eagles  have  survived;  the 
present  coin  is  among  that  small  number,  and  is  one  of  only  four 
different  Uncirculated  specimens  certified  by  PCGS  in  any  grade. 
Indeed,  the  present  coin  exceeds  the  quality  of  the  finest  specimen 
of  the  date  in  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  (an  AU-58  coin). 
The  popularity  of  the  date  propels  it  to  the  forefront  of  quarter 
eagle  types,  what  with  its  obverse  mintmark  location  (which  oc- 
curred just  two  years  in  the  Classic  Head  gold  series,  1838-39), 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  struck  at  the  first  of  the  branch  mints  to 
issue  coinage  (the  branch  mints  ot  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  and  New 
Orleans  opened  in  1838,  conveniently  in  alphabetical  order).  Mint 
histories  aside,  the  present  coin  is  a classic  rarity  in  Mint  State,  a 
coin  that  will  undoubtedly  attract  specialists  from  several  numis- 
matic disciplines,  all  with  just  one  thought  in  mind-ownership  ot 
this  important  quarter  eagle  rarity. 

PCGS  Populacioii:  1:  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Obverse  with  diagnostic  repunched  mintmark,  C first  punched  low  and 
touching  the  top  of  tlie  3 below,  then  repunched  m a higher  position.  Reverse 
from  one  of  the  later  die  states,  crack  from  rim  at  10:00  parallels  the  upper  side 
of  the  eagle’s  de.xter  wing;  another  crack  extends  trom  midway  up  the  eagle  s 
de.xter  leg.  along  the  side  of  the  shield  and  upward  across  the  field  beneath,  then 
across  the  eagle's  beak  to  the  field  immediately  above. 
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914  1838-C  EF-40,  for  overall  sharpness,  reverse  lightly  burnished 

above  eagle.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  a hint  of  olive  iridescence. 
Broadly  repunched  C mintniark,  the  first  impression  touches  the 
top  ol  the  3 below!  Struck  in  the  first  year  of  Charlotte  Mint  pro- 
duction, and  the  first  ofjust  two  dates  in  the  denomination  with 
the  mintmark  on  the  obverse;  with  the  change  to  Gobrecht’s  Lib- 
erty or  Coronet  style  in  1840,  the  mintmarks  were  moved  to  the 
reverse  and  remained  there  through  the  end  of  the  denomination. 

Choice  AU  1839-C  $2.50 


(2.x  photo) 

915  1839-C  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale  honey  gold  with  plenty  of  vibrant 

yellow  lustre  present.  Sometimes  referred  to  as  an  1839/8-C 
overdate,  though  careful  examination  reveals  a broadly  repunched 
3 with  less  repunching  at  the  9 (but  not  resembling  a 9/8  in  the 
least  in  our  opinion).  Struck  from  cracked  dies  (see  below).  A thor- 
oughly pleasing  example  of  the  second  (and  final)  year  of  Classic 
Head  S2.5()  coinage  with  the  mintmark  on  the  obverse.  Choice 
and  attractive  for  the  grade,  and  elusive  as  such.  You  could  do  much 
worse  than  to  own  this  coin! 

The  niintnurk  on  thrs  variety  leans  noticeably  left  and  is  centered  between 
the  8 and  3 in  the  date.  A die  crack  starts  at  the  rim  at  1 :00  and  passes  through 
star  9.  then  downward  through  the  T ol  LIBERTY,  from  there  winding  its  way 
downward  through  Liberty’s  tresses  and  across  her  ear  and  neck  before  crossing 
the  3 in  the  date  and  terminating  at  the  dentils  below  that  numeral.  The  reverse 
exhibits  two  distinct  die  cracks.  The  first  travels  upward  from  the  rim  at  6:00, 
glancing  along  the  left  side  of  the  first  2 in  the  denomination,  then  travels  up- 
ward through  the  claw  aiul  leg,  then  alongside  the  shield  before  crossing  the 
field  and  eagle's  beak,  terminating  in  the  field  above  the  beak.  The  second  crack 
runs  from  the  run  at  10:(M),  paralleling  the  eagle’s  wing  before  glancing  olT the 
wing  and  terminating  in  the  field  below  the  tip  of  the  eagle’s  beak.  Additionally, 
the  berry  stems  have  been  polished  from  the  die,  and  the  stem  of  the  olive  branch 
has  been  virtually  polished  out  of  the  die  as  well. 


Notable  Mint  State  1840-C  Quarter  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


916  1840-C  MS-61  (NGC).  A bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  specimen 

with  olive  highlights,  a blush  of  faint  orange  on  the  high  points,  and 
some  prooflike  refiectivity  in  the  fields.  A Charlotte  Mint  quarter 
eagle  rarity-especially  so  in  Mint  State-from  the  first  year  of  Gobrecht’s 
Liberty  or  Coronet  motif  Just  1 2,822  examples  of  the  date  were  struck, 
with  nearly  the  entire  mintage  doing  “work  horse”  service  in  the 
southern  economy,  the  end  result  being  that  today’s  survivors  are  topi- 
cally VF  or  so,  with  even  choice  EF  and  AU  coins  regarded  as  desir- 
able rarities.  As  you  might  expect,  only  a very  few  examples  of  the 
date  can  claim  to  be  Uncirculated,  indeed,  we’d  be  greatly  surprised  if 
more  than  a dozen  1840-C  quarter  eagles  are  known  today  in  true 
Mint  State.  NGC  has  certified  three  other  specimens  of  the  date  in 
Uncirculated,  all  of  those  at  the  MS-62  grade.  Here  is  an  opportunity 
that  probably  won’t  be  repeated  very  often. 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  (.ill  MS-62). 


Choice  AU  1840-D  $2.50  Rarity 

Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

917  1840-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  yel- 

low brightness  in  the  protected  areas  and  splashes  of  deep  orange- 
gold  on  both  sides.  From  a tiny  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  3,532 
pieces,  of  which  the  typical  survivor  is  just  VF  or  so.  In  AU,  as 
presented  here,  the  date  is  absolutely  a rarity,  no  questions  asked, 
and  certain  to  draw  intense  bidding  activity.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date-not  sharp,  for  such  is  probably  unheard  of  for  the  date,  but 
not  as  soft  and  mushy  as  typically  encountered.  Somewhat 
proofiike,  especially  so  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  reverse.  A truly 
splendid  example  of  this  little  rarity. 

I'CGS  Population:  1;  4 finer  {MS-61  finest). 

As  noted  in  the  Winter  reference  on  the  subject,  just  one  die  pair  was  used 
for  this  date,  and  most  known  specimens  are  heavily  cracked  to  one  extent  or 
another,  as  is  the  present  coin.  Here,  an  obverse  crack  extends  run  to  rim  from 
about  in:IM)  to  about  4:0(1,  On  the  reverse,  four  cracks  run  from  the  rim  to  the 
center,  one  each  from  12:00.  3:(HI,  h:(Kl,  and  S:00.  each  trrmmaimg  at  saruHis 
places  in  the  central  motif 
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Elusive  1841-D  $2.50 


(2x  plioto) 


918  1841-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 

rich  peach  highlights,  and  somewhat  prooflike  in  the  surrounding 
fields.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  as  should  be  expected  from  a 
coin  that  spent  a good  deal  of  its  life  in  circulation.  Strong  design 
details  present  for  the  grade.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  4,164 
coins,  a low  production  figure  by  any  standards.  The  typical  survi- 
vor from  that  mintage  is  apt  to  be  just  VF  or  occasionally  EF,  with 
AU  and  finer  specimens  of  great  importance  and  rarity  (or  as  Dave 
Bowers  calls  this  and  other  early  Coronet  quarter  eagles  from 
Dahlonega,  “rarity  personified”).  The  present  coin  is  not  far  from 
the  low  end  of  the  Condition  Census  for  the  date;  indeed,  it  may 
even  make  that  numerical  listing.  NGC  has  certified  just  a half 
dozen  examples  of  the  date  in  higher  grades  than  the  present  coin, 
and  only  two  of  those  are  Mint  State.  All  that  aside,  the  present 
coin  is  worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  cabinet  of  quarter  eagles,  and  we 
suspect  the  bidding  activity  that  will  undoubtedly  surround  this 
lot  will  prove  to  be  considerable. 

NGC  Census:  6;  6 finer  {MS-61  finest). 


The  Exquisite  Bass  Proof  1867  $2.50 
Proof-67  DCAM  (PCGS) 

The  Finest  Pre-1895  Proof  $2.50  Certified  by  PCGS 


919  1867  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A superlative  Proof  in  all 

respects!  Extraordinary  deep  mirrored  fields,  rich  yellow  gold,  with 
a trace  of  coppery  toning  inside  the  rims  at  the  base  of  the  obverse 
and  the  top  of  the  reverse.  A halo  of  pale  yellow  and  milky  blue 
toning  enhances  the  overall  visual  appeal  above  Liberty’s  head  and 
in  front  of  her  profile,  with  similar  coloring  at  central  reverse  and 
around  Liberty’s  eye.  The  devices  are  completely  frosted  and  the 
contrast  is  full.  The  fields  are  immaculate  and  show  only  some 
microscopic  scattered  planchet  chips,  a tiny  lintmark  above  star  12 
and  a shorter  one  at  the  curl  below  the  tip  of  the  coronet.  A coin 
of  exquisite  quality,  the  only  Proof  Liberty  quarter  eagle  dated  be- 
fore 1895  to  receive  the  Proof-67  grade  in  any  designation.  The 
only  other  DCAM  quarter  eagles  of  this  quality  certified  by  PCGS 
were  all  coined  after  1895-a  time  when  collecting  Proof  gold  coins 
was  a growing  pursuit,  while  in  1867  very  few  collectors  purchased 
Proof  gold  coins  from  the  Mint.  Despite  an  estimated  mintage  of 
50  pieces,  the  demand  for  Proof  gold  coins  was  far  less-probably 
fewer  than  20  pieces,  of  which  Breen  could  account  for  12  appear- 
ances including  the  Smithsonian  and  ANS  coins.  PCGS  notes  a 
population  of  14,  including  resubmissions,  two  of  which  were  only 
Proof-58;  others  are  “poorly  cleaned,  nicked,  or  scratched”  ac- 
cording to  Breen.  For  those  collectors  who  seek  quality,  collectors 
like  Harry  Bass,  coins  like  this  offer  immense  pride  of  ownership 
and  form  the  basis  of  a truly  world-class  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer.  The  numerical  grade  has  not  changed  since 
the  2t)00  Bass  sale. 

From  Quality  Sales  Corp.  ’s  (Abner  Kreisberg)  sale  of  September  1973, 
Lot  1060;  Auctions  by  Bowers  ami  Mercna,  Inc.  ’s  sale  oj  the  Harry  IL 
Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  Part  III,  May  2000,  Lot  211. 


Choice  AU  1867-S  $2.50 


920  1867-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Rich  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 

with  much  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  A sleeper  date  of 
which  just  28,000  examples  were  struck,  with  the  rv’pical  survivor 
from  that  mintage  apt  to  be  just  VF  or  so.  Breen  called  the  date 
“Extremely  rare  above  EF,  ” and  the  present  coin  is  well  above  EF! 
In  fact,  just  seven  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  tmer  by 
NGC,  the  finest  of  those  being  MS-62. 

NGC  Census:  17;  7 finer  (MS-h2  finest). 
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Lustrous  AU  1870-S  $2.50 


921  1870-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  intense  lustre, 

a hold  strike  for  the  date,  and  a virtual  absence  of  marks  of  conse- 
quence. Only  16,000  1870-S  quarter  eagles  were  struck,  and  Mint 
State  examples  ot  the  date  are  so  rare  that  most  collectors  acquire  a 
choice  AU  example  instead. 

Raised  die  polish  lines  arc  seen  on  Liberty's  neck  and  among  the  letters  of 
LIBERTY  on  her  coronet. 


Low-Mintage  1886  $2.50 


922  1886  MS-60.  Frosty  honey  gold  with  rich  rose  iridescence  in  the 

recessed  areas.  One  of  4,000  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  pro- 
duced, a modest  figure  in  an  era  where  low  mintages  were  the 
norm  within  the  denomination.  A pleasing  and  choice  coin  for 
the  assigned  grade. 


Stunning  Gem  Mint  State  1896  $2.50 


923  1896  MS-66  (NGC).  A visually  stunning  Liberty  quarter  eagle 

with  intense  lustre  and  bright  honey  gold  surfaces,  a gem  that  is 
sharply  struck  and  ot  the  highest  order;  only  a half  dozen  examples 
ot  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  16;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 


924 


1906  MS-64.  A satiny  honey  gold  gem  with  intense  lustre. 


925  Quintette  of  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1909  AU-50  ☆ 1911  AU-58 
* 1912  AU-30  tr  1913  AU-55  ^ 1915  EF-45.  Each  with  attractive 
golden  yellow  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


THREE-DC5LLAR  GOLD  PIECES 


Choice  Uncirculated  1854  $3  Gold 


A One-Year-Only  Type  Issue 


(2.x  photo) 


926  1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  honey  gold  approach- 

ing gem  Mint  State  both  physically  and  aesthetically.  Pale  rose  and 
olive  iridescence  scintillates  slowly  on  the  creamy  surfaces.  On  the 
reverse,  DOLLARS  appears  in  small  letters-changed  to  substan- 
tially larger  letters  in  1855,  used  until  the  end  of  the  denomination 
in  1889-thusthe  1854  S3  is  a type  unto  itself  Choice  for  the  grade. 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1859  $3  Rarity 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS  Within  Any  Designation 

Snecimen 


(2x  photo) 

927  1859  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  orange  with  frosts’ 

motifs,  mirror  fields,  and  a nuance  of  pale  rose  and  blue  iridescence. 
Some  minor  granularity  in  the  fields,  as  struck  at  the  Mint,  creates  a 
frosty  appearance  in  places.  From  a reported  Proof  mintage  of  80 
pieces,  though  tar  fewer  than  that  number  can  be  accounted  for  to- 
day. Some  believe  the  number  ot  1 859  Proot  S3  gold  coins  actuallv 
sold  could  be  as  low  as  35  pieces;  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  relates  "At 
least  35  sold  at  Mint,  the  rest  melted.”  Regardless  of  the  actu.il  num- 
ber produced  or  extant,  this  date  is  highly  regarded  for  its  outright 
rarity.  In  the  last  10  or  so  years,  just  three  examples  of  this  issue  h.ive 
come  to  auction,  a figure  that  includes  the  first  appearance  of  the 
Bass  specimen  we  offer  here!  The  present  coin  (preGouslv  in  a PrvHit- 
65  PCGS  holder  without  CAM  designation)  is  one  of  just  rwo  called 
Proof-65  CAM  by  PCGS.  with  no  others  graded  finer  within  .iiiv 
designation.  A splendid  opportunity  to  ,idd  a ran-  date  and  a gix'.it 
pedigree  to  your  collection  with  one  strong  bid. 

I’CtiS  l’opiil.itniii  2.  none  finer  wnlmi  .ins  ileMpiuiion 
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928  1878  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  warm  orange  iri- 

descence and  generous  amounts  of  lustre.  A popular  date  that  is 
often  selected  for  inclusion  in  U.S.  gold  type  collections. 


HALF  EAGLES 


Very  Sharp  1795  Small  Eagle  $5  Rarity 


(2.x  photo) 

929  1795  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  EF-40,  sharpness  of 

AU-55,  reverse  smoothed.  Pleasing  light  yellow  gold  with  signifi- 
cant peripheral  lustre  remaining  and  extremely  sharp  detail  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse.  Excellent  visual  appeal  with  no  significant  marks. 
The  reverse  shows  evidence  of  light  smoothing  beneath  each  of  the 
eagle’s  wings,  where  some  mark  or  perhaps  graffiti  was  tooled  away 
long  ago,  but  as  seen  m the  photograph  the  remaining  evidence  is 
very  nunor  and  is  not  a significant  visual  distraction.  Fine  hairlines 
are  present  on  both  sides,  a vestige  of  a light  cleaning  long  ago.  This 
always-popular  first  year  issue  of  the  denomination  (which  persisted 
until  1929)  is  rarely  found  in  choice  condition,  and  a substantial 
proportion  of  those  extant  have  served  as  jewelry,  been  heavily 
cleaned,  or  otherwise  have  suffered  more  than  the  usual  abuse  in 
the  hands  of  commerce.  The  present  example  is  a highly  desirable 
one  that  is  worthy  of  strong  bidder  consideration. 


Very  Rare  14  Star  1798  $5 

The  Breen  Plate  Coin 


(2x  photo) 


930  1798  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-6.  Large  8,  14  Star  Reverse.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Lovely  even  yellow  gold  with  nicely  reflective  surfaces 
and  excellent  eye  appeal.  No  disfiguring  marks,  though  several 
mint-made  lintmarks  identify  this  piece-one  right  of  the  7 in  the 
date,  another  right  of  star  3,  another  outside  of  star  1 1 , some  fainter 
ones  elsewhere.  Minor  adjustment  marks  present  at  right  obverse 
rim  but  quite  subtle,  minor  hairlines  are  no  significant  distraction, 
tmv  pit  on  neck  identifies  this  as  the  Ureen  Encyclopedia  plate  coin 
for  number  6427,  apparently  from  Auction  ’82.  Advanced  die  state 
with  several  cracks  meeting  in  the  vertical  lines  of  the  reverse  shield. 
This  rare  variety  is  avidly  collected  for  its  erroneous  inclusion  of 
14  stars  on  the  reverse  rather  than  the  standard  13-the  placement 
of  the  stars  in  pleasing  arcs  is  actually  more  attractive  in  its  arrange- 
ment than  the  line-by-lme  13  star  constellation  typical  of  this  type. 
An  attractive  specimen  of  this  rarity  with  the  added  cache  of  being 
the  plate  coin  m one  of  the  most  used  American  numismatic  ref- 
erences. 

Plated  in  Walter  Breen 's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Coins  on  pa^e  516.  .-ipparently  from  Auction  '82,  Lot  925. 
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Very  Scarce  1799  Half  Eagle 

Four  Berry  Reverse 


931  1799  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-5.  Small  Stars  Reverse.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Even  yellow  gold  with  pleasing  reflectivity,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  Some  light  toning  at  reverse  periphery,  many  fine  abra- 
sions on  obverse,  dull  nick  on  Liberty’s  neck,  curved  lintmark  in- 
side star  12  as  struck,  very  heavy  clash  marks  manifest  the  reversed 
image  of  clouds  at  and  below  Liberty’s  bust  and  the  eagle’s  tail  at 
L.  E.xtreme  centers  of  both  obverse  and  reverse  show  softness  of 
strike.  A rare  variety,  the  only  1799  reverse  to  show  only  four  ber- 
ries on  the  branch,  a reuse  of  a 1798  half  eagle  die.  The  only  coin 
in  the  Bass  Collection  is  still  impounded  in  the  core  cabinet,  on 
display  at  the  ANA  Museum.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist  in  the  series. 


932 


Nicely  Toned  1800  Half  Eagle 
Extremely  Rare  Breen  1-A 


1800  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-6  to  7.  AU-58  (NGC).  Rich  periph- 
eral coppery  toning  frames  light  yellow  fields  and  surrounds  de- 
vices. Lustrous  and  well  detailed,  many  light  abrasions  and  marks 
on  surfaces  as  often  seen,  thin  scratch  down  from  corner  of  Liberty’s 
mouth  and  another  in  field  right  of  star  2.  Pleasing  toning  such  as 
toiind  here  bespeaks  originality.  A nice  e.xample  of  a very  rare  va- 
riety, though  not  as  nice  as  the  superb  Mint  State  coin  that  re- 
mains impounded  in  the  Bass  Foundation  collection.  No  others 
were  included  in  the  Hass  ('ollection,  and  auction  appearances  of 


this  variety  have  been  few  and  far  betsveen.  The  Bass  Sylloge  esti- 
mates that  fewer  than  a half  a dozen  are  known,  and  other  esti- 
mates place  this  variety  in  the  Rarity-6  range  (13  to  30  known). 
Our  own  research  indicates  that  this  variety  is  indeed  very  rare 
and  that  those  known,  perhaps  10  to  12  in  all,  include  very  few 
pieces  finer  than  this.  As  such,  the  purchase  of  this  coin  represents 
a potential  excellent  value  for  a savvy  collector. 

Early  U.S.  gold  coins,  while  an  “entry  level”  coin  is  almost  always  within  the 
mid-four  figures,  represent  an  excellent  value  in  general  to  our  mind-they  com- 
bine history  and  rarity  with  the  classic  appeal  ol  gold.  The  various  series  have 
been  well-studied,  especially  so  in  the  2(lth  century  by  Walter  Breen  and  Harry- 
Bass,  among  others,  and  their  rarity  is  well-researched  in  both  absolute  terms  and 
in  terms  ofmdividual  varieties.  A coin  such  as  this,  lightly  circulated  as  it  is,  is  apt 
to  fall  near  the  “entry  level"  threshold  for  a coin  that  has  not  been  heavily  tooled 
or  mrned  into  jewelry.  The  damage  that  has  befallen  these  early  gold  coins  gener- 
ally has  left  relatively  few  nice  original  lightly  circulated  coins  such  as  this  around 
for  modern  collectors.  If  more  collectors  dared  to  chase  coins  like  this  (even  type 
collectors  seem  likely  to  avoid  gold  altogether  in  many  cases  for  fear  of  expense), 
we  expect  prices  would  rise  precipitously  as  the  supply  is  thin  indeed. 


Lustrous  and  Attractive  1803/2  $5 


(2x  photo) 


933  1803/2  Breen  2-D.  Rarity-4.  Overdate,  Second  Obverse. 

AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  light  yellow  gold  with  nearly  full  radiant 
cartwheel,  excellent  lustre  for  the  assigned  grade.  Horizontal  ad- 
justment marks  are  noted  within  the  central  obverse  device,  light 
contact  marks  and  hairlines  consistent  with  the  grade,  superb  vi- 
sual appeal.  The  overdate  characteristic  is  very  bold,  even  to  the 
naked  eye,  making  this  one  of  the  clearest  overdates  in  the  entire 
first  U.S.  Mint  series.  Usual  die  crack  under  the  date  and  thin 
cracks  down  sinister  wing  and  through  E of  AMERICA  are  present. 
A lovely  early  gold  piece,  the  kind  of  coin  that  will  be  properlv 
appreciated  by  its  new  owner  and  worthy  ofa  prime  slot  in  a mcelv 
formed  collection. 

There  are  two  overdate  obverses  on  ISO.t  half  ejgle'-ihe  fir\i  obn-rve  o 
muled  with  three  reverses,  while  the  presciitiv  oiVctvd  second  ('bsvrse  is  muled 
only  with  the  present  reverse  The  distinction  ssas  apparvnils  first  slessrilvd  bs 
W Elliot  Wtuulssard  in  ISS.S 
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Lustrous  1807  Half  Eagle 

Capped  Bust  Left  Style 


934  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  Capped  Bust  Left.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  bright  yellow  highlights  in 
the  protected  areas,  devoid  of  major  marks  except  for  a few  tiny 
ticks,  and  quite  lovely  overall.  From  the  first  year  ofjohn  Reich’s 
Capped  Bust  Left  design  which  replaced  the  older  style  Capped 
Bust  Right  half  eagle  coinage  of  1795-1807;  Reich’s  so-called  “call- 
ing card,”  a small  scallop  out  of  the  13th  star,  is  present  and  ac- 
counted for.  One  of  two  varieties  for  the  issue  (see  below),  this 
one  slightly  more  “common”  (relatively  speaking,  of  course)  than 
the  B 5-E  variety.  A nice  coin  for  a type  collection! 

The  present  variety,  B 5-D,  shares  the  limelight  for  the  date  with  another, 
much  rarer  variety,  B 5-E.  The  differences  are  minute  between  the  two  variet- 
ies, which  may  account  for  the  fact  that  the  latter  of  the  two  was  discovered  just 
15  to  20  or  so  years  ago.  Perhaps  the  easiest  way  to  tell  the  two  apart  is  in  the 
location  of  the  5 in  the  denomination  and  the  F in  OF  on  the  reverse.  The  5 is 
slightly  closer  to  the  olive  leaf  on  the  present  variety,  and  the  arrow  feathers 
above  it  tend  to  frame  the  top  of  the  numeral,  with  the  tip  of  the  5 pointing 
directly  to  the  lowest  feather  tip  on  the  lowest  arrow  shaft.  On  the  rarer  B-5E 
variety,  the  lowest  arrow  feather  tip  points  directly  to  (and  nearly  touches)  the 
center  of  the  top  of  the  5.  Regarding  the  F in  OF,  on  the  B-5D  variety  offered 
here,  the  upright  of  the  F is  situated  immediately  above  the  center  of  the  second 
U m UNUM,  while  on  the  rarer  B-5E  variety,  the  upright  of  the  F is  over  the 
space  between  the  U and  M in  UNUM.  Small  wonder  the  second  variety  went 
unnoticed  for  so  long! 


Rare  1808/7  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


935  1808/7  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-5.  Overdate.  AU-58  (NGC).  An 

unusually  bold  and  appealing  specimen  of  this  very  scarce  ovcrdate 
variety.  Rich  yellow  gold  with  excellent  lustre,  especially  frosty 


and  bold  on  the  reverse.  Some  minor  contact  marks  but  very  choice 
overall,  with  the  overdate  characteristic  of  the  date  plain  under 
minor  magnification.  A very  desirable  and  high-grade  specimen 
of  the  variety  or  date,  far  finer  than  flawed  EF  in  the  Bass  II  sale, 
the  only  example  of  this  variety  sold  as  part  of  that  magnificent 
and  studiously  assembled  cabinet. 

Frosty  Uncirculated  1811  Half  Eagle 


936  1811  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-3+.  Small  5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty 

yellow  gold  with  a decided  pale  olive  cast.  Nicely  struck  from  mod- 
erately clashed  dies  (with  strong  reversed  images  of  the  opposite  side’s 
devices  present  on  each  side),  A pleasing  coin  that  measures  up  to 
many  examples  of  the  date  given  finer  grades  by  third-party  grading 
services.  We  suspect  this  particular  coin  will  find  its  way  into  a grand 
collection  of  early  U.S.  gold  or  perhaps  an  advanced  type  set-either 
way,  it  will  undoubtedly  bring  much  pleasure  to  its  next  owner. 


Frosty  1814/3  Half  Eagle 

AU-58  (NGC) 


937  1814/3  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  Overdate.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even 

and  frosty  light  yellow  gold  with  strong  peripheral  lustre  and  nice 
eye  appeal.  Usual  light  scattered  marks  and  hairlines  on  both  sides,  a 
few  short  scratches  over  eagle’s  head.  The  most  nouible  thing  .about 
this  coin-aside  from  the  standard  appeal  of  this  desirable  halt  eagle 
type-are  the  remarkably  heavy  clash  marks  seen  on  both  sides  of 
this  coin.  The  incuse  outline  ofthe  e.igle  around  the  centr.al  obverse 
device  is  extremely  bold,  and  the  portions  of  the  shield  lines  that  .ire 
usually  incuse  appear  bold  and  raised  at  precise  central  obverse.  En- 
joyable to  behold  and  study,  and  a scarce  type  and  date. 
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Classic  1815  Half  Eagle  Rarity 
Less  Than  a Dozen  Known 
The  Most  Famous  Collectible  Date  in  the  Series 


938  1815  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-7-.  AU-50  (NGC).  One  of  the  great 

rarities  in  all  ot  American  numismatics,  one  of  only  635  struck. 
Even  light  yellow  gold  with  a slightly  richer  yellow  tone  on  the 
high  points  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  Scattered  tiny  contact 
marks,  some  very  minor  hairlines,  nicely  struck  with  full  detail  on 
the  eagle,  a couple  thin  short  scratches  noted  under  Liberty’s  chin. 
Some  microscopic  clues  confirm  that  this  is  the  Anion  Carter  speci- 
men in  a careful  plate  comparison,  including  the  centering,  a very 
taint  vertical  abrasion  left  ot  O of  OF,  a tiny  chip  along  the  upright 
ot  T in  UNITED,  a nick  far  under  the  right  upright  of  the  M m 
AMERICA,  a three  tiny  nicks  above  the  eagle’s  head-a  conclu- 
sion shared  by  researcher  Saul  Teichman  in  his  pedigree  work  on 
early  halt  eagles.  Some  dark  coloring  was  apparently  lifted  from 
the  surtaces  atter  1984,  but  the  coin  looks  as  lovely  now  as  then. 
Indeed,  the  surfaces  are  rich  with  reflective  lustre  and  the  overall 
visual  appeal  is  superb,  suggesting  a higher  grade. 

Only  11  specimens  of  the  1815  half  eagle  can  be  traced 
with  certainty,  a statement  that  means  a great  deal  considering 
that  such  minds  as  Walter  Breen,  Carl  Carlson,  and  Saul  Teichman 
have  tackled  the  problem  over  the  last  few  decades.  There  are  a 
number  of  untraced  appearances,  mostly  pre-1925,  so  there  is  a 
p».-.sibihry  that  there  is  another  specimen  that  has  not  surfaced  in 
nearly  a ■ entury  but  it  seems  remote.  Of  the  1 1 known  examples, 
five  are  impounded,  leaving  only  six  collectible  specimens, 
r hose  museum  pieces  are  held  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (the 
■Mint  ( ahinct  contains  two:  the  Bispham  com  and  the  Lilly  coin). 
■'  .vvcdish  .Mint  Mum  inn  (an  improbable  highlight  in  their  col- 


lection), the  Connecticut  State  Library,  and  the  Eliasberg  coin  now 
held  by  the  Harry  Bass  Foundation  and  on  display  at  the  ANA 
Museum.  Ot  those  six,  most  are  in  the  AU  range,  though  grade 
inflation  has  crept  in  as  it  often  does  with  classic  rarities-this  coin 
has  been  off  the  market  and  isolated  from  that  phenomenon  for 
several  years.  It  is  the  rarest  date  of  the  series  that  one  can  aspire  to 
own-three  specimens  of  the  1822  half  eagle  are  known,  with  only 
the  Eliasberg  specimen  in  private  hands. 

Any  offering  of  an  1815  half  eagle  is  an  event,  as  this  issue  is 
one  advanced  collectors  have  aspired  to  own  for  over  a century- 
even  the  Mint  Cabinet  had  to  purchase  theirs  m the  open  market- 
place, in  1885.  Harry  Bass  did  not  purchase  one  until  the  Norweb 
sale  (more  than  15  years  after  he  started  collecting  early  gold  coins 
with  ardor).  We  are  proud  to  offer  the  present  historic  specimen, 
once  in  the  Atwater  and  Carter  collections,  to  a new  generation  of 
collectors,  and  to  the  one  dedicated  bidder  who  will  have  the  honor 
of  appending  his  or  her  name  to  the  pedigree. 

NGC  Census:  1;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest).  PCGS  has  graded  three  speci- 
mens, which  means  that  the  certified  population  exceeds  the  actual  real-life 
population  in  private  hands  by  two. 

From  the  Ellsworth  Collection  (acconlin^  to  Breen),  to  Woldo  Sav- 
conter  (according  to  Mehl),  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the  H 'illiani  Cutler 
Atwater  Collection,  June  1946,  Lot  1644;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Amon  Carter 
Collection,  January  1984,  Lot  655;  Superior/Stack's  sale  of  the  (.diaries 
Kramer  Collection,  Xoivmlx'r  1 988,  Lot  Ml;  SufH’rior's  .sale  of  the  .\  lichael 
Keston  (Collection,  lanuary  1996,  /,(>/  .U~;  SufHrior's  sale  ot  May  dtHtl. 
Lot  4040,  sold priiHitely  immediately  after  the  .sale  to  our  prewni  lonsi^iwi 
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Impressive  Mint  State  1819  Half  Eagle 

A Classic  American  Rarity 


939  1819  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-6.  5D/50.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty, 

highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  decided  olive  highlights.  A few 
faint  surface  flaws  are  noted,  none  of  them  deep  or  sufficient 
enough,  however,  to  cast  doubts  on  the  grade  of  this  spectacular 
beauty.  Sharp  and  appealing  in  all  respects,  a coin  that  pushes  the 
lower  end  of  the  gem  category  in  all  regards.  Though  Mint  records 
show  a mintage  for  this  date  of  51,723  coins,  that  tigure  reflects 
the  half  eagle  coinage  for  the  calendar  year,  not  the  date.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  much  of  the  reported  mintage  tor  the  1819  date  was 
actually  dated  1818  (a  reverse  die  of  1818,  the  5D  over  50  variety 
used  here,  was  carried  over  into  1819,  which  tends  to  bolster  the 
presumption).  An  extremely  rare  issue,  almost  as  elusive  as  the  1815, 
Saul  Teichman’s  research  notes  16  to  18  distinct  specimens  (a  tig- 
ure that  included  both  known  varieties  of  the  date-Breen  listed 
three  varieties  but  we  record  no  offerings  or  appearances  of  a Breen 
1 -B-Harry  Bass  never  saw  one  and  the  variety  may  not  exist).  The 
combined  total  for  NGC  and  PCGS-certified  examples  of  this  rar- 


ity in  all  grades  is  20  pieces;  probably  some  of  those  specimens 
represent  resubmissions  rather  than  actual  coins.  Even  the  least 
generous  among  us  would  allow  for  unknown  specimens  of  the 
date  to  surface,  but  based  on  the  quantity  of  known  specimens,  we 
are  probably  safe  in  saying  that  fewer  than  two  dozen  1819  half 
eagles  exist  in  all  grades.  NGC  has  certified  just  one  example  of 
the  date  at  MS-64  (this  coin),  and  only  one  finer,  an  MS-65  speci- 
men. This  impressive  rarity  exhibits  a combination  of  eye-catch- 
ing beauty,  physical  quality,  and  absolute  rarity  in  its  most  mean- 
ingful sense,  all  qualities  that  will  shine  through  when  this  splen- 
did Capped  Head  Left  half  eagle  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

Die  clash  marks  from  Liberty’s  headband  are  plainly  evident  among  the  ver- 
tical shield  stripes  on  the  reverse. 

Fnvn  Stack’s  sessioiioj  Auction  '84, July  1984,  Lot  1424;  Christie's 
sale  of  March  1987;  Heritage’s  1997  ANA  Sale,  August  1997,  Lot  7606 
(consigned  by  the  Diocese  of  Buffalo);  Heritage’s  1998  ,4N.4  Sale,  Au- 
gust 1998,  Lot  7628. 
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Exquisite  Mint  State  1824  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


940  1824  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Exceptional  satiny 

and  cartwheel  lustre-far  in  excess  of  that  expected  for  this  grade 
level-on  frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Some  richer  toning  on 
devices,  a brilliant  and  very  choice  example.  Boldly  struck,  some 
light  hairlines  must  account  for  the  assigned  grade  since  any  marks 
present  are  positively  minimal  and  we  note  a dull  nick  over  the 
juncture  of  the  eagle’s  dexter  wing  only  for  identification  purposes. 
A truly  marvelous  specimen  of  this  very  rare  issue. 


941  1827  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-6.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A very  rare  date 

and  exciting  example  of  this  type.  Ikich  light  yellow  gold  with  ex- 
ceptional lustre  for  the  assigned  grade  and  still  better  visual  appeal. 
Some  deeper  toning  around  the  well-defined  devices,  full  centers 
to  all  stars  and  e.xcellent  definition  at  the  central  reverse,  just  mi- 
nor flatness  at  haircurls,  fields  slightly  reflective  but  lustre  mostly 
satiny.  A few  minor  scattered  marks,  including  a short  vertical 
scratch  inside  star  3 and  a horizontal  nick  over  the  back  of  the 
eagle’s  head,  are  noted  for  identification  purposes.  A rarity  even 
among  this  elusive  “Old  Tenor”  Capped  Bust  type,  most  examples 
of  which  no  doubt  met  the  melting  pots  of  the  mid-19th  century 
when  the  face  value  was  exceeded  by  the  bullion  value  and  few 
collectors  were  around  to  preserve  examples  like  this  one.  Breen 
estimated  that  12  to  15  examples  were  known  in  all  grades;  Saul 
Teichman’s  extensive  pedigree  research  on  early  half  eagles  found 
only  13  distinct  specimens,  including  two  pieces  in  the  National 
Numismatic  Collection  (one  of  them  a Proof)  and  a specimen 
impounded  in  the  Harry  Bass  Foundation  holdings.  It  is  notable 
that  the  Byron  Reed  piece  was  also  certified  as  an  MS-61  by  PCGS. 
It  is  equally  notable  that  if  one  were  to  believe  that  population 
statistics  are  the  gospel  truth  about  the  true  population  of  rare  coins, 
this  issue  would  be  more  than  twice  as  common  than  either  Breen 
or  Teichman  suspect!  Of  course,  careRil  research  and  a lifetime  of 
numismatic  scholarship  are  more  reliable  than  pop  reports,  and  we 
suspect  that  Breen  and  Teichman’s  count  is  very  close  to  correct 
and  that  the  yearning  for  a higher  grade  has  bloating  the  certific.i- 
tion  figures  of  this  issue.  Any  connoisseur  who  specializes  in  earlv 
gold  knows  that  the  1827  half  eagle  is  a very  rare  piece,  and  ufxin 
examine  will  discover  that  this  is  a particularly  lovely  specimen. 

PCC'iS  PopiiKuion:  4;  7 finer  (MS-6.S  fme^t).  Thi^  number  u urll  vwv'llen 
by  resiibmissions,  noted  above 

/*>(»»!  sale  of  Mimh  Lotfi4i^ 
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942  1832  Breen  2.  Rarity-5+.  13  Stars.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full,  lively, 

satiny  lustre  dominates  frosty  medium  yellow  surfaces  that  exhibit 
just  a hint  of  peripheral  coppery  toning  around  the  reverse  and 
some  deeper  yellow  toning  inside  the  obverse  rim.  Superb  quality 
with  only  tiny  scattered  marks  and  superlative  visual  appeal;  even 
the  strike  is  quite  bold  with  only  the  most  minor  softness  on  the 
typically  flat  high  points.  Not  as  rare  as  the  12  Stars  variety  of  this 
date,  but  still  a very  elusive  coin-Breen  estimated  14  to  18  known 
from  his  experience.  None  were  offered  in  the  three  Bass  gold 
sales,  with  the  only  one  collected  by  Harry  Bass  still  impounded 
m the  Foundation  collection.  The  Byron  Reed  coin  was  not  as 
nice  as  this  one.  This  early  gold  type  coin  will  be  a point  ot  pride 
for  many  years  for  its  next  owner. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


943  1834  Breen-6502  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  deeper  highlights.  An  attractive 
example  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type,  a coin  that  would 
amply  fill  the  space  for  this  issue  in  your  type  set. 


Exceptional  1832  13  Stars  $5 

A Choice,  Frosty  Specimen 


Superb  Mint  State  1834  $5 

Classic  Head 


944 


Choice  AU  1834  Classic  Head  $5 

No  Motto,  Crosslet  4 


(2x  photo) 

945  1834  Breen-6503.  Classic  Head.  Crosslet  4.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Bright  yellow  gold  with  deeper  golden  highlights  at  the  rims.  The 
somewhat  reflective  nature  of  the  fields  is  heightened  by  the  in- 
tense lustre,  wliile  the  overall  aesthetics  benefits  greatly  from  the 
bold,  crisp  strike.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  A beautiful  ex- 


(2x  photo) 


1834  Breen-6503.  Classic  Head.  Crosslet  4.  MS-64  (NGC). 

A lively  aurora  borealis  of  deep  honey  gold  and  orange  iridescence 
explodes  on  the  satiny,  .slightly  prooflike  surfaces  of  this  incred- 
ible Classic  Head  half  eagle  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type. 
A sharp  and  splendid  specimen  of  the  design  type  in  all  regards, 
with  even  the  finest  and  tiniest  of  details  appearing  bold  and  crisp; 
the  eye  appeal  speaks  admirably  for  itself!  Sure,  a few  faint,  stray 
marks  are  to  be  found,  but  they  quickly  become  secondary  to  the 
overall  appearance,  which  is,  by  the  way,  every  bit  as  nice  as  you 
would  expect  for  the  assigned  grade.  The  present  coin  is  the  finest 
example  of  the  Crosslet  4 type  certified  by  NGC,  and  it’s  easy  to 
see  why!  We  don’t  envision  many  more  high  quality  examples  of 
the  date  appearing  in  the  future  that  possess  finer  overall  appeal 
than  the  present  coin,  so  please  plan  your  bidding  strategy  accord- 
ingly. The  present  coin  will  undoubtedly  add  a new  dimension  of 
importance  and  respectability  to  your  collection. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Die  clasli  marks  from  Liberty’s  headband  are  prominently  displayed  among 
tlie  reverse  shield  details. 
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ample  ot  a date  that  is  quite  rare  when  found  so  fine,  though  such 
IS  not  iioriiially  credited  to  the  issue.  Only  half  a dozen  examples 
ot  the  Small  5 variety  have  been  graded  AU-58  by  PCGS,  while 
only  three  examples  ot  the  issue  have  been  certified  finer  by  that 
group.  A pleasing  coin  in  all  ways,  one  that  comes  oh-so-close  to 
Mint  State,  and  one  that  will  no  doubt  instigate  a spate  of  serious 
bidding  activity  betore  the  next  ownership  rights  are  established. 
l'CC;S  Hopulation:  6;  5 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

946  1836  Breen-65()8.  EF-45  (AN  ACS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  some 

orange  highlights. 

"Second  head,  small  wide  date,  large  5.  Wide  rounded  end  to  truncation, 
top  ribbon  end  plain,  double  forelock;  1 shorter  than  8,  knobs  of  3 closer  to 
cusp,  6 narrow." 


Mint  State  1841-C  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

Among  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


947  1841-C  MS-61  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold  w'ith  strong  lustre, 

orange  highlights  on  the  high  points,  and  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Scattered  marks,  none  of  them  immedi- 
ately overbearing,  account  for  the  grade.  Nicely  struck  with  strong 
details  on  both  sides.  One  of  21,467  examples  of  the  date  pro- 
duced in  Charlotte  (the  first  of  the  branch  mints  to  begin  coin 
production),  a date  that  can  be  found  with  regularity  in  EF  and  is 
only  moderately  scarce  in  AU.  In  his  reference,  Douglas  Winter 
noted  that  the  date  is  “often  seen  in  EF  grades  and  it  is  not  ex- 
tremely hard  to  locate  examples  in  the  lower  AU  grades.  It  be- 
comes very  scarce  in  the  higher  AU  grades  and  it  is  a very  rare  coin 
111  Mint  State."  Very  rare,  indeed!  The  present  coin  compares  fa- 
vorably with  Bass:898  ( 1999)  for  grade  and  appearance;  it  was  noted 
at  that  lot  description  that  “half  a dozen  or  so  Mint  State  speci- 
mens" were  known.  Only  one  example  of  the  date  has  been  certi- 
fied finer  by  NGC  (the  Green-Pittman-Farouk  coin).  The  Win- 
ter reference  listed  five  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  in  its  cen- 
sus, with  the  whereabouts  of  one  specimen  on  that  list  unknown 
at  the  time  of  publication.  A splendid  chance  to  obtain  a promi- 
nent rarity. 

NtlC  Onsus:  4;  1 finer  (MS-64). 


Choice  Mint  State  1843-C  S5  Rarity 

A Golden  Opportunity 
Possible  New  Reverse 


(2x  photo) 


948  1843-C  MS-63  (PCGS).  A frosty  deep  golden  specimen  with 

warm  orange-gold  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  much 
prooflike  character  in  the  fields.  A few  tiny  marks  are  scattered 
about,  none  of  them  of  serious  appearance,  and  the  lovely  cameo 
contrast  is  more  apt  to  capture  your  attention  than  any  of  the  sur- 
face disturbances.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  bold  details,  perhaps 
as  bold  as  can  be  found  on  a Charlotte  half  eagle  of  any  date!  A 
much  rarer  date  than  its  mintage  of  44,201  pieces  indicates,  with 
the  typical  survivor  from  that  mintage  just  VF  to  EF,  Needless  to 
say,  this  date  is  an  extreme  rarity  in  true  Mint  State,  with  probably 
fewer  than  a dozen  or  so  actual  Uncirculated  specimens  available 
in  today’s  collecting  circles.  As  Douglas  Winter  noted  in  his  refer- 
ence, “Over  three-quarters  of  the  total  surviving  population  of 
the  1843-C  half  eagle  grades  EF  or  lower.  This  is  a rare  date  in  the 
lower  AU  grades  and  it  is  very  rare  in  the  higher  range  of  that 
grade.  In  Mint  State  there  are  only  four  or  five  known  to  exist.”  A 
few  more  Mint  State  specimens  have  surfaced  since  Winter’s  1998 
study,  but  not  enough  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  Uncirculated  ex- 
amples of  this  rarity.  The  present  beauty-for  such  it  is-is  the  ready 
equivalent  to  Bass:920  (1999;  ex  Norweb),  and  is  exemplary  in 
quality  as  such.  The  present  lot  affords  today’s  bidders  an  outstand- 
ing opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (all  MS-64). 

Regarding  the  reverse  of  the  present  date,  the  Winter  reference  notes  that 
"The  reverse  is  the  same  as  that  used  on  coins  dated  1841-C  and  1842-C." 
Comparison  of  the  reverse  of  the  present  coin  to  that  of  the  1841-C  half  eagle  ; 
offered  just  prior  to  the  present  coin  shows  that  the  mintmark  placement  is  i 
actually  different  on  the  two  specimens.  On  the  1841-C  reverse  (which  is  sup- 
posedly the  same  one  used  in  1843),  a line  drawn  upward  through  the  direct 
center  of  the  V in  FIVE,  using  the  small  space  between  the  two  upper  serifs  as  a 
gauge,  glances  along  the  back  curve  of  the  C mintmark,  while  on  the  present 
1843-C  coin,  that  same  line  passes  solidly  through  the  back  of  the  upright  of  the 
C and  very  close  to  the  inner  curve.  On  the  1841-C  specimen,  the  rightmost 
side  of  the  C is  centered  over  the  space  between  the  V and  E of  FIVE  beneath, 
while  on  the  1843-C  specimen  offered  here,  the  rightmost  side  of  the  C is  plainly 
over  the  right  serif  of  the  V below.  Interestingly  enough,  the  Bass-Norweb- 
New  Netherlands  coin  mentioned  in  the  description  above  apparently  has  the 
same  mintmark  placement  of  the  1841-C  coin  described  in  this  UH'tnote;  per- 
haps here  we  are  confronted  with  a new  reverse  die  tor  the  t843-C  halt  eagle' 
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Lustrous  AU  1845-D  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


949  1845-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  dis- 

tinctive olive  highlights.  Though  90,629  examples  of  the  date  were 
struck,  the  typically  encountered  specimen  is  VF  or  EF,  with  choice 
AU  specimens  such  as  the  present  coin  being  worthy  of  note  among 
today’s  collectors.  PCGS  has  certified  only  10  examples  of  the  date 
finer  than  this  specimen.  It  would  take  a strong  collector  indeed  to 
resist  the  call  of  this  impressively  lustrous  Dahlonega  half  eagle. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  U)  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Elusive  1849-D  Half  Eagle 


950  1849-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  on  deep  golden  surfaces 

with  deep  orange  highlights  on  the  high  points.  Myriad  tiny  marks 
give  the  surfaces  a somewhat  “pebbly”  appearance,  though  none 
of  the  marks  are  annoying  or  distracting  in  and  of  themselves.  A 
fairly  scarce  date  across  the  grading  spectrum,  with  VF  to  EF  about 
all  one  can  reasonably  hope  to  encounter;  Breen  called  the  date 
“extremely  rare  AU,”  while  the  Winter  reference  on  the  Dahlonega 
Mint  coins  noted  the  date  is  “sometimes  seen  in  AU-50  but  it  is 
quite  rare  in  any  AU  grade  above  this.”  So,  if  you  ve  got  a han- 
kering” for  a nice  rarity  from  this  famous  southern  mint,  the  present 
coin  may  be  right  up  your  alley. 


951  1850-C  Weak  C.  VF-30  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  ol- 

ive highlights.  Weak  C variety,  mmtmark  faintly  impressed  into 
die  and  only  lightly  visible  above  E in  FIVE. 


Pleasing  1850-D  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

952  1850-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  olive 

highlights  and  some  prooflike  quality  to  the  fields.  A scattering  of 
faint  marks  is  noted,  none  of  them  substantial  enough  to  warrant 
individual  written  attention.  As  is  so  often  the  case  with  early 
branch  mint  Liberty  gold  half  eagles  (and  other  denominations  as 
well),  the  typical  survivor  from  the  issue  is  apt  to  be  just  VF  to  EF, 
and  the  present  date  is  no  exception  to  that  rule;  at  AU,  this  date 
becomes  a notable  rarity  despite  its  more  than  modest  mintage  for 
the  era  of  43,950  coins.  While  more  than  just  a few  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  accorded  varying  degrees  of  AU  status  by  NGC, 
only  one  specimen  has  been  called  Mint  State  by  that  firm-sud- 
denly  a choice  AU  com  such  as  the  present  lustrous  specimen 
sounds  all  the  more  desirable. 

Uncirculated  1856-C  $5  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

953  1856-C  MS-60  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  plenty  of  lustre, 

nicely  struck  and  with  a few  marks  scattered  here  and  there,  the 
most  evident  ot  those  a tew  vertical  creases  near  Liberty’s  profile. 
Finer  overall  than  might  be  expected  from  the  assigned  grade,  at 
least  visually,  and  well  worth  examination  by  interested  parties. 
Much  rarer  than  its  somewhat  sizeable  (by  Charlotte  Mint  stan- 
dards, that  is)  mintage  of  28, 457  pieces  indicates,  for  these  circu- 
lated heavily  in  the  South  just  before  the  Civil  War.  Indeed,  many 
rarity  accolades  have  been  heaped  upon  this  date:  “VF  or  EF  isjust 
about  all  one  can  expect  to  find  of  this  date.”  wrote  David  Akers; 
“prohibitively  rare  AU”  noted  the  late  Walter  Breen:  while  Dou- 
glas Winter  gave  the  date  a Rarity'-?  rating  in  AU.  .Ml  told.  NGC 
has  graded  10  examples  of  the  date  in  the  Mint  State  category, 
none  of  those  above  MS-62-attentive  specialists  will  do  well  to 
bid  accordingly. 

NGC  C'.ensus:  4;  6 finer  (MS-62  tincst). 
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The  Classics  Sale 


Uncirculated  1859-D  $5  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


954  1859-D  Medium  D.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Deep  and  highly  lustrous 

orange  gold  surfaces  with  brighter  highlights  in  the  protected  ar- 
eas. A few  light  marks  account  for  the  assigned  grade,  though  none 
ot  them  demand  individual  description.  Nicely  struck  with  only  a 
touch  of  weakness  at  the  eagle’s  sinister  claw  on  the  reverse.  From 
a mintage  for  the  date  of  10,366  pieces,  the  second  lowest  half 
eagle  production  figure  from  the  Dahlonega  Mint  (only  the  1861- 
D half  eagle  rarity  has  a tinier  mintage).  Seldom  is  the  opportunity 
presented  for  collectors  to  bid  on  a Mint  State  1859-D  half  eagle, 
but  we  proudly  offer  one  of  those  elusive  opportunities  now. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Important  1859-S  $5  Rarity 

Condition  Census 


Amazingly  Rare  1860-S  Half  Eagle 
Choice  AU-58 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

956  1860-S  AU-58  (NGC),  Frosty  medium  gold  with  strong  lustre 

and  a touch  of  pale  rose  in  the  recessed  areas.  A few  light  marks 
are  present,  and  the  strike  is  a just  a tad  short  of  ideal,  as  fre- 
quently seen  for  the  date.  One  of  21, 200  pieces  struck,  virtually 
all  of  which  endured  lengthy  stays  in  circulation.  In  fact,  the  rar- 
ity of  this  date  in  Mint  State  is  legendary  among  those  who  keep 
tab  ol  all  things  numismatic  from  the  19th  century  San  Francisco 
Mint.  NGC  has  not  certified  a Mint  State  example  of  the  date, 
making  the  present  coin  tied  for  finest  graded  by  that  group!  We 
are  excited  to  otter  yet  another  rare  half  eagle  that  will  excite  any 
and  all  specialists  who  are  currently  working  on  their  San  Fran- 
cisco Mint  half  eagle  collection. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 


(2.x  photo) 


955  1859-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  warm  orange  high- 

lights. and  with  bursts  of  bright  yellow  lustre  in  the  protected  ar- 
eas. Sharply  struck  and  free  of  all  but  a few  stray  and  insubstantial 
marks.  A widely  unheralded  date  as  a rarity,  as  are  many  dates  of 
the  era  from  the  San  Franci.sco  Mint,  yet  the  date  is  nearly  impos- 
sible to  find  in  choice  AU  or  fmer-and  speaking  of  “or  finer,” 
there  is  only  iw  Mint  State  example  of  the  date  in  an  NGC  holder! 

< ^nly  13,220  half  eagles  were  produced  at  our  westernmost  mint 
in  18.59  and  they  went  immediately  into  circulation,  where  the 
vast  majority  ended  up  doing  enough  time  in  pocket  change  so 
that  today'-*  surviving  specimen  is  more  likely  than  not  to  be  VF  or 
">wer  in  grade.  On  those  rare  occasions  when  a choice  AU  1859- 
. half  elc  becomes  .ivailablc,  savvy  collectors  and  specialists  sit 
up  ,ind  take  notice. 

N?  ■ - u.  . -i.  ' hr.cr  ' MS-.'.J; 


Unheralded  1865-S  $5  Rarity 


{2x  photo) 

957  1865-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  medium  honey  gold  with  subtle 

underlying  lustre  and  pale  rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  af- 
flicted with  very  few  contact  marks  of  any  size.  Rare!  That  soli- 
tary word,  “rare,”  is  one  that  is  tirelessly  used  when  describing 
half  eagles  of  the  era  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  hut  with  gocul 
reason.  While  others  chase  the  issues  of  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  or  Carson  City  Mints,  most  simply  assume  that  th«. 
San  Francisco  Mint  was  privy  to  a never-ending  supplv  of  gc>ld 
and  thus  pumped  out  a never-ending  stream  of  gold  coins.  Noth- 
ing could  be  farther  from  the  truth!  ^^'hlle  27,01 2 half  eagles  iif  the 
date  were  produced,  the  mintage  circulated  he.ivilv  for  manv  vcars. 
with  the  average  survivor  from  the  mintage  todav  apt  to  be  Fine  v't 
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VF  at  best.  Choice  ALJ  coins  like  the  present  piece  are  very  few 
and  very  far  between,  and  Mint  State  coins  (as  you  can  well  imag- 
ine) are  of  the  highest  rarity.  Gold  enthusiasts  who  enjoy  true  rar- 
ity will  find  this  worthy  of  an  honored  place  in  their  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  19;  5 finer  (all  MS-61). 

Breen-6661.  “1865-S  Type  1 reverse.  Large  S.  Very  rare.  Three  obverses 
shipped  November  1864;  reverse  of  1856.  SI. 7 mm  and  always  weak.  Prohibi- 
tively rare  above  VF;  unknown  above  EF.  “ [1988,  £ iir yr/upcdiVi | 


Rare  1867-S  Half  Eagle 
AU-53,  None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


958  1867-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  rich  rose  ton- 

ing in  the  protected  areas.  A great  rarity  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint,  much  rarer  than  the  somewhat  modest  mintage  of  29,000 
pieces  indicates.  Breen  recorded  that  the  date  is  “usually  in  low 
grades;  prohibitively  rare  above  VF,”  and  there  is  no  reason  to  dis- 
credit his  comments  now  that  1 5 years  have  passed  since  their  pub- 
lication, for  his  words  still  ring  true  today.  For  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, this  date  is  probably  unknown  in  Mint  State!  PCGS  has  not 
graded  an  example  of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  coin.  For 
comparison,  the  Bass  coin  (Lot  1161,  October  1999)  was  also  a 
PCGS-certified  AU-53  com,  and  is  the  only  other  example  of  the 
date  called  AU-53  by  that  firm  (and,  needless  to  say,  was  the  finest 
example  of  the  date  Harry  Bass  could  locate  in  decades  of  search- 
ing!). A rare  opportunity  to  acquire  a lovely  Condition  Census 
1867-S  half  eagle. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Rare  1867-S  Half  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

959  1867-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  lively  underlying 

lustre,  and  with  brisk  pale  peach  iridescence  in  the  protected  ar- 
eas. A rarity  in  all  grades,  and  a date  that  is  seldom  available  above 
VF.  In  fact,  David  Akers  once  called  this  issue  a date  that  is  “Only 
available  in  circulated  grades  and  low  grades  at  that.”  From  a mint- 
age of  29,000  pieces,  all  of  which  followed  the  tradition  set  by 
other  dates  of  the  era  and  were  sent  immediately  into  commerce, 
the  end  result  being  a prized  rarity  among  the  Liberty'  half  eagle 
series.  Examples  of  this  date  enter  the  numismatic  marketplace  only 
at  infrequent  intervals,  and  we  are  pleased  to  offer  two  appear- 
ances in  the  present  sale. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2 finer  (AU-53). 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  while  the  1867-S  half  eagle’s  mintage  is  more 
than  four  times  that  ofits  sister  issue  from  Philadelphia  (6,870  circulation  strikes), 
the  1867-S  is  considerably  more  valuable  across  the  grading  spectrum. 


Low-Mintage  1868  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


960  1868  AU-53  (NGC).  17eep  honey  gold  with  distinctive  orange 

highlights,  and  with  a touch  of  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields. 
Some  stray  marks  are  noted-as  should  be  expected  tor  soft  gold 
coins  that  spend  time  in  circulation-but  none  of  them  warrant 
individual  mention.  Only  5,700  circulation  strikes  were  produced 
of  the  date,  and  as  is  so  often  the  case  for  halt  eagles  ot  the  era,  the 
typical  grade  for  survivors  is  just  VF  or  so,  usually  lesser  m tact.  A 
scarce  date  that  merits  careful  bidder  attention. 
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Elusive  1869  $5  Rarity 

Just  1,760  Minted 


Elusive  1872  $5  Rarity 

Only  1,660  Struck 


(2x  photo) 


963  1872  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  prooflike  reflectivity 

and  sultry  olive  highlights  in  the  fields.  Devoid  of  marks  of  a dis- 
tracting nature  and  choice  as  such.  From  a circulation  strike  mint- 
age for  the  date  of  just  1,660  pieces,  although  a few  choice  EF  and 
AU  specimens  are  available  from  time  to  time  for  today’s  collectors. 


961  1869  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  gold  with  intense  rose  and 

pale  orange  highlights.  A prized  date  in  the  Liberty  half  eagle  se- 
ries, one  which  saw  just  1 ,760  circulation  strikes  produced  in  Phila- 
delphia. Even  an  1869  half  eagle  in  just  VG  to  VF  is  a coin  worthy 
of  pursuit,  and  as  might  be  imagined,  a nice  AU  coin  such  as  of- 
fered here  is  something  to  crow  about  indeed.  Another  date  for 
which  the  known  Uncirculated  specimens  can  be  counted  on  the 
fingers  of  one  hand,  no  doubt  with  more  than  one  finger  left  over! 
We  have  every  reason  to  suspect  that  the  present  AU  specimen 
will  be  welcomed  heartily  into  a fine  cabinet  of  half  eagle  rarities. 

What  is  apparently  the  top  of  an  errant  8 (or  6,  or  9)  is  noted  in  the  dentils 
beneath  the  date  numerals  8 and  6 above. 

Rare  1870-S  Half  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


962  1870-S  AU-55  (NGC).  llright  yellow  gold  with  intense  lustre  and 

some  priHifiike  refiectivity;  some  deep  golden  highlights  are  noted 
at  the  runs.  A few  light  marks  are  strewn  about,  none  of  them  seri- 
ous or  indivndually  distracting.  Nicely  struck.  One  of  17,000  ex- 
amples of  the  date  struck,  virtually  all  of  which  immediately  bore 
the  brunt  of  commercial  enterprise,  circulating  heavily  and  dimin- 
ishing m quality  to  where  Fine  to  VF  is  the  norm  for  today’s  surviv- 
ing specimens.  Dasnd  Akers  called  this  a date  that  is  “Generally  avail- 
.ible  only  m Fine  or  VF  condition  and,  on  rare  occasions,  EF."  Our 
prese-ntation  of  this  AU-.S.S  1870-S  half  eagle  is  one  of  those  “rare 
' - .isions"  mentioned  by  Akers,  and  also  a rare  opportuniry  to  ob- 
t.iin  ,1  specimen  that  is  nearly  as  fine  as  can  be  had  for  the  datc-NGC 
.e.  . : It  gr.uled  .m  cx.imple  of  the  date  above  AU-.S8! 

2 fin 'r  ^ AU'^Hi 


Lustrous  1873-S  Half  Eagle 

An  Unsung  Rarity 


964  1873-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  honey  gold  with  rich 

yellow  brightness  in  the  recessed  areas.  Nicely  struck.  Consider- 
ably rarer  than  its  mintage  figure  of  31,000  pieces  indicates,  this 
issue  suffered  the  same  fate  of  most  other  San  Francisco  Mint  is- 
sues of  the  1860s  and  1870s-heavy  stays  in  the  unrelenting  clutches 
of  commercial  circulation.  Akers  called  this  date  “extremely  rare 
in  any  condition,”  while  Breen  called  the  date  “usually  in  low 
grades,  extremely  rare  above  VF,  unknown  AU.”  Of  course,  those 
comments  were  made  some  time  ago,  but  the  importance  of  the 
date  has  not  diminished  overly  much  in  the  ensuing  years  since 
the  preceding  comments  were  printed.  This  date  is  still  rare  in  all 
grades,  and  is  seldom  seen  above  EF  in  today’s  marketplace.  For 
the  record,  NGC  has  only  graded  one  Mint  State  example  of  the 
date,  that  com  being  the  only  specimen  graded  finer  than  the 
present  coin  by  that  firm. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-61). 
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Important  1874-CC  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

965  1874-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  intense  lus- 

tre, and  with  much  yellow  brightness  in  the  protected  areas.  From 
a mintage  for  the  date  of  21,198  pieces,  most  of  which  circulated 
for  years,  leaving  the  typical  survivor  from  the  mintage  at  VF  or 
so.  Breen  called  this  date  “Extremely  rare  in  EF,”  and  the  Winter 
reference  seemingly  echoed  that  sentiment,  noting  that  “EF  coins 
are  scarce  while  AU  pieces  are  very  rare.”  Only  five  examples  of 
the  date  have  received  finer  grades  from  PCGS,  and  of  those  finer 
coins,  only  two  are  Mint  State.  Rare,  of  course,  is  the  operative 
word  here,  as  anyone  who  studies  Carson  City  gold  issues  no  doubt 
knows  from  experience.  If  you  are  looking  to  fill  the  1874-CC 
hole  in  your  half  eagle  or  generalized  Carson  City  Mint  collec- 
tion, you  could  do  far  worse  than  winning  this  specinien,-indeed, 
you  can’t  do  much  finer! 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

The  present  coin  represents  Winter’s  die  pair  1-C,  with  a raised  die  lump 
on  the  bridge  of  Liberty’s  nose,  and  with  the  CC  mintmark  “slightly  higher, 
well  struck  and  centered.” 


Rare  and  Important  1874-S  $5 

None  Certified  Mint  State  by  PCGS 


(2.x  plioco) 


966  1874-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 

bright  rose  highlights.  Only  16,000  half  eagles  of  the  date  were 
struck,  and  as  with  so  many  other  issues  of  the  era  trom  San  Fran- 
cisco, virtually  the  entire  mintage  was  sent  into  circulation.  They 
circulated  so  heavily  in  fact  that  in  1988  Walter  Breen  was  moved 
to  write  that  the  date  is  “Usually  in  low  grades;  prohibitively  rare 
above  VF,  unknown  m AU.”  While  a few  AU  specimens  have  come 
to  light  in  the  ensuing  1 5 years  since  the  Breen  discourse,  they  arc 
as  rare  as  the  proverbial  hen’s  teeth.  For  instance,  Harry  Bass  ha  a 


nice  AU-53  specimen  that  satisfied  both  the  collector  and  the  re- 
alist within  him-the  collector  because  virtually  any  collector  would 
be  satisfied  with  an  AU-53  example  of  the  date,  and  the  realist 
because  Harry  knew  full  well  that  he  might  never  find  a finer  coin 
than  the  AU-53  in  his  collection.  A true  rarity,  a coin  that  is  no 
doubt  on  many  want  lists. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (AU-58). 


Lustrous  1876  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

Low-Mintage  Centennial  Year  Issue 
Only  1,432  Struck 


(2x  photo) 


967  1876  MS-61  (NGC).  Rich  orange-gold  with  strong  lustre  and 

fairly  deep  proofike  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  with  essentially  full 
design  details  in  all  areas.  Decidedly  finer  than  the  images  con- 
jured up  by  the  assigned  grade.  From  a scant  circulation  strike 
mintage  for  the  date  of  just  1,432  pieces;  only  a handful  of  dates 
have  smaller  mintages  in  the  entire  Liberty  halt  eagle  series  (1840- 
1908).  While  the  date  can  occasionally  be  obtained  in  Mint  State, 
such  is  not  an  easy  task  by  any  means.  Mint  State  examples  of  the 
date  are  truly  rare,  and  many  of  the  finest  Uncirculated  survivors 
from  the  scant  mintage  are  already  ensconced  in  quality  half  eagle 
collections.  The  present  plea.sing  example  will  suit  most  collec- 
tors’ needs  nicely. 

NGC  Census:  2;  7 finer  (MS-64  tinest). 


Elusive  1876-S  $5 


968  1876-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  a touch  of  lustre 

in  the  protected  design  areas,  and  with  pale  rose  and  sky  blue  high- 
lights, especially  so  on  the  reverse.  Evenly  worn,  as  should  be  ex- 
pected for  the  grade,  but  free  of  marks  of  consequence  and  choice 
for  the  assigned  grade  as  such.  Just  4,000  examples  of  the  date  were 
produced,  and  the  typical  survivor  from  that  mintage  is  about  tlie 
grade  of  the  present  coin,  VF  to  EF.  For  the  information  of  our 
readers  and  potential  bidders,  it  is  worth  noting  that  PCGS  has 
certified  just  10  examples  of  the  date  m finer  grades,  none  of  those 
in  Mint  State.  Tlie  present  coin  is  undeniably  choice  for  the  grade, 
and  is  also  undeniably  rare-the  ultimate  bidding  decision  is  unde- 
niably yours. 
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Rare  1877  Philadelphia  Mint  $5 

Just  1,132  Struck 


(2x  photo) 


969  1877  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  rich,  even  rose  and 

orange  iridescence,  and  with  vibrant  splashes  of  rich  yellow  bril- 
liance that  gather  at  the  central  motifs.  Largely  prooflike  surfaces 
devoid  of  all  but  some  tiny  ticks;  the  obverse  device  of  Liberty  is 
lightly  frosted.  Typical  strike  for  the  era  and  denomination,  some 
lightness  at  the  eagle’s  legs.  A notable  rarity  in  all  grades,  though 
many  EF  and  AU  specimens  are  known,  and  a few  Mint  State  coins 
can  be  accounted  for.  Still,  just  1,132  examples  of  the  date  were  struck 
for  intended  circulation;  only  the  1875  half  eagle  had  a smaller  mint- 
age (just  200  coins!)  among  circulation  strikes  in  the  denomination 
from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  (1840-1908).  A classic  coin  with  strong 
eye  appeal,  grand  physical  quality,  and  great  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


970 


1879-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  nice  lustre  and 
good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 


971  1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold.  An  obverse  planchet 

flaw  noted  at  the  top  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head. 


972  1901-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  de- 

lightfully satiny  surfaces. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1904  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


975  1904  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  frosted 

motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A few  faint  hairlines  on  the  ob- 
verse probably  account  for  the  assigned  grade,  but  don’t  be  dis- 
mayed, the  coin  is  still  choice  overall.  One  of  136  Proof  half  eagles 
of  the  date  produced,  with  perhaps  half  that  amount  present  and 
accounted  for  in  today’s  numismatic  circles.  As  for  Proofs  of  the 
date  and  denomination  certified  by  PCGS,  only  two  have  been 
graded  finer  within  the  CAM  designation.  Another  grand  oppor- 
tunity in  a sale  that  is  chock  full  of  such  opportunities. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Prool-66  Cameo 
finest). 


976  1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous,  and  fully  bril- 

liant half  eagle  from  the  final  year  of  coinage  in  the  long-lived 
(1839-1908)  Liberty  design  type. 


Uncirculated  1912-S  $5 


977  1912-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  olive  gold  with  strong  lustre 

and  eye  appeal  that  go  well  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  assigned 
grade.  A thoroughly  pleasing  example  of  a fairly  scarce  date  in  the 
Indian  half  eagle  series. 


973  1901-S  MS-63.  Smooth  and  lustrous  honey  gold  surfaces. 


974  1902-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  and  choice  for  the 

<r  nil  iiii'.  Itivrly  honey  gold  specimen  will  see  spirited  bidding. 


978 


1913  MS-63.  A satiny  and  highly  lustrous  honev  gvild  Indian  half 
eagle,  a coin  imbued  with  strong  eye  appeal  for  the  grade 
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EAGLES 


Very  Rare  1795  9 Leaves  $10 

Only  15  Specimens  Known 


(2x  photo) 


979  1795  Taraszka-3,  Breen  4-C.  Rarity-6.  9 Leaves.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  slightly  reflective  fields  and  at- 
tractive coppery  toning  on  the  highest  points  of  the  design.  Excel- 
lent visual  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade,  scattered  tiny  marks  ap- 
propriate for  this  grade  level,  some  inherent  mint-made  chips  in- 
side stars  1 through  3,  splash  of  darker  toning  off  Liberty  s nose, 
thin  hairline  scratch  under  dexter  wing  to  R in  AMERICA.  The 
die  flaws  that  condemned  this  variety  to  the  status  of  one  ot  the 
most  significant  rarities  among  early  American  coins  are  notable 
but  not  in  their  most  advanced  state,  with  a small  raised  break  be- 
low leaf  2,  crack  at  top  of  first  T in  STATES  causing  a small  area  to 


sink  below  the  level  of  the  die  face,  and  the  beginnings  of  a crack 
at  the  first  A in  AMERICA.  Anthony  Taraszka  accounted  for  only 
15  examples  of  this  famous  rarity,  distinctive  from  all  other  Small 
Eagle  SI  Os  by  the  nine  leaves  in  the  olive  branch  on  the  reverse 
rather  than  the  typical  1 3 (though  1 1 leaves  appear  on  another  more 
common  reverse).  The  offering  of  this  attractive  specimen  is  ser- 
endipitous for  serious  early  gold  enthusiasts. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  9 finer  (MS-63  finest).  As  we  noted  in  the  catalogu- 
ing of  the  finest  known  piece  in  our  September  Classics  Sale,  this  issue  has  been 
rife  with  resubinissions  over  the  years  and  these  figures  do  not  accurately  por- 
tray the  rarity  of  this  coin. 
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Choice  AU  1797  Small  Eagle  SIO  Rarity 

Among  the  Keys  of  the  Series 


(2.\  photo) 

980  1797  Taraszka-7,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Even  yellow  gold  with  strong  peripheral  lustre  and  ex- 
cellent eye  appeal.  The  reverse  fields  are  slightly  reflective,  more 
trost\-  on  the  obverse.  Even  light  hairlines  on  both  sides,  a jogging 
nick  inside  star  7 and  a thin  old  scratch  between  stars  10  and  11 
identih-  this  specimen  of  this  very  rare  issue.  One  of  the  classic 
rarities  m the  early  American  gold  series,  by  a long  shot  the  rarest 
date  III  the  .Small  Eagle  series,  struck  for  a brief  time  between  the 
two  times  this  reverse  was  muled  with  a 1796  obverse  die.  We 
suspect  that  fewer  than  75  specimens  of  the  date  exist  in  all  grades, 
.md  we  know  that  AU  examples  are  among  the  most  eagerly  sought 
>t  all  early  gold  issues.  It  you  think  that  might  be  an  exaggeration 
on  our  part,  just  watch  the  bidding  activity  when  this  classic  crosses 
the  auction  block.  Better  yet, jWti  the  bidding  activity! 

I'i  • Populjtioii:  4 liner  ( MS-62  finesi).  When  the  Bass  II  sale  ssas  held 
1 • ' ' there  ssas  but  a single  Mint  State  com  certified  by  I’CX'iS.  a .MS-60. 


Another  Attractive  1797  Small  Eagle  $10 

Taraszka-7 


(2.\  photo) 

981  1797  Taraszka-7,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  A bright  yellow  gold  early  eagle  with  olive  highlights  on 
the  satiny  surfaces,  and  with  plenty  of  raw  explosive  lustre  in  the 
protected  areas.  A few  stray  marks  and  blemishes  arc  noted,  all  of 
which  fade  readily  into  the  background  when  the  overall  scheme 
of  things  is  considered. 
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Scarce  AU-58  (NGC)  1797  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

982  1797  Taraszka-12,  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-4.  Large  Eagle.  AU- 

58  (NGC).  Excellent  eye  appeal  bespeaks  originality,  with  me- 
dium yellow  gold  showing  rich  magenta  and  deep  orange  tones  at 
the  peripheries  of  both  sides.  Some  granularity  inside  the  rims, 
traces  of  adjustment  marks  on  obverse  between  9;00  and  11.00 
and  also  between  3;00  and  4:00,  curled  lintmark  at  star  4 and  else- 
where behind  Liberty’s  head.  Many  scattered,  tiny  contact  marks 
and  some  hairlines  also  noted,  but  the  visual  appeal  remains  posi- 
tive. The  reverse  shows  some  reflectivity.  An  excellent  example  ot 
this  latest  1797  variety  struck,  the  only  one  shown  to  have  been 
produced  after  the  1798/7  eagles. 


Lustrous  AU  1800  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


983  1800  Taraszka-23,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Bright  yellow  gold,  even  and  attractive  with  just  a suggestion  of 
toning  among  the  stars  on  the  reverse.  Fields  show  pleasing 
reflectivity,  especially  in  protected  areas,  with  light  scattered  con- 
tact marks  commensurate  with  the  grade.  Two  parallel  diagonal 
scratches  at  Liberty’s  front  hair  curl  and  a few  digs  under  BE  of 
LIBERTY  are  noted  but  fail  to  make  an  impact  on  excellent  visual 
appeal.  Relatively  early  die  state,  though  some  cracks  are  seen  at 
the  upper  obverse;  later,  this  reverse  die  was  muled  to  an  1801 
obverse  and  still  later  than  that  remarried  to  the  present  1800  ob- 
verse-and  we  think  human  relationships  are  bizarre!  A very  nice 
example,  particularly  so  at  the  assigned  grade  level,  and  worthy  of 
a premium  bid. 
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Another  Splendid  1800  $10 


984  1800  Taras2ka-23,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  EF-45.  Split  grades 

are  rarely  used  in  the  modern  marketplace,  but  a coin  like  this  can 
be  appropriately  described  in  no  other  way.  The  obverse,  despite  a 
choice  yellow  gold  appearance  and  lively  reflectivity  remaining  near 
the  periphery,  tragically  shows  significant  smoothing  in  the  right 
obverse  field,  apparently  to  remove  inherent  planchet  roughness 
that  in  reality  was  hardly  a detriment  in  the  first  place  and  still 
present  elsewhere  on  the  obverse.  The  obverse  shows  even 
hairlining  overall  but  remains  quite  natural  and  attractive.  The  re- 
verse shows  us  what  could  have  been:  a marvelous  and  fully  re- 
flective bright  yellow  gold  coin  with  superb  lustre  and  exceptional 
eye  appeal.  Some  light  vestiges  of  adjustment  marks  are  present 
among  the  stars,  only  light  contact  marks  on  the  reverse.  Potential 
bidders  are  best  served  by  viewing  this  coin  in  person,  as  its  flaws 
and  extraordinary  charms  will  be  best  compared  against  each  other 
while  m hand.  In  any  event,  this  early  eagle  is  still  full  of  visual 
appeal  and  is  a desirable  addition  to  most  collections. 


Sleeper  1846  Eagle 


986  1846  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  decided  olive  high- 

lights and  a kindly  dose  of  appealing  lustre  underlying  it  all.  Some 
scattered  marks  are  present,  none  of  them  overly  obtrusive  or  eye- 
catching m severity.  Nicely  struck  (though  its  stay  in  circulation 
has  served  to  take  some  of  the  design  down  at  the  high  points).  A 
rare  date,  rarer  even  than  its  mintage  of  20,095  circulation  strikes 
implies,  with  surviving  specimens  in  Fine  and  higher  condition 
enjoying  the  heavy  demand  placed  upon  the  date.  Walter  Breen 
called  this  date  “Prohibitively  rare  above  EF,”  and  the  PCGS  popu- 
lation figures  tend  to  bolster  Breen’s  argument-that  firm  has  graded 
just  eight  examples  of  the  date  at  a finer  level  than  the  present 
coin,  the  finest  among  them  “just”  AU-55! 

PCGS  Population:  7;  8 finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Reverse  die  crack  from  upper  dexter  corner  of  shield  to  the  underside  of 
the  eagle’s  beak. 


Popular  and  Attractive  1801  Eagle 
Choice  AU-58  (NGC) 


985  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3  AU-58  (NGC).  Ap- 

pealing medium  yellow  gold  with  reflective  fields,  particularly  so 
on  the  reverse,  and  traces  of  deep  magenta  toning  around  some 
peripheral  devices  and  letters.  Very  boldly  struck  and  attractive, 
many  microscopic  abrasions  in  fields  but  no  major  marks,  some 
minor  hairlines.  A lovely  example  of  this  popular  date,  one  many 
type  collectors  find  appropriate  for  their  sets.  Worthy  of  strong 
bidder  support. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1847  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

987  1847  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with 

prooflike  fields  and  strong  doses  of  olive  iridescence.  A rarity  in 
Mint  State  despite  a large  mintage  of  862,258  circulation  strikes; 
probably  only  two  or  three  dozen  examples  of  the  date  can  claim 
the  Mint  State  mantle  today,  and  the  present  coin  is  high  up  in  the 
Condition  Census  at  MS-63,  with  only  one  example  of  the  date 
graded  finer  by  PCGS.  By  way  of  comparison,  Harry  Bass  located 
an  amazing  half  dozen  Mint  State  1847  eagles  during  his  collect- 
ing heyday-PCGS  called  one  of  those  MS-64,  four  others  MS-62, 
and  the  sixth  piece  MS-60.  The  present  coin  should  appeal  to  any- 
one with  a sense  of  quality  and  rarity,  for  it  surely  would  have  ap- 
pealed to  Harry  Bass! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-64). 


Choice  AU  1847-0  Eagle 


988  1847-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  bursts  of  orange 
iridescence  around  the  devices.  A popular  branch  mint  issue  from 
the  early  days  of  the  denomination.  Only  a dozen  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC,  none  of  those  above  MS-63, 
which  serves  to  illustrate  the  elusive  nature  of  the  date  in  high  grades. 

989  Liberty  siblings  meet  their  Indian  sister:  ☆ 1850-0  VF-35 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1907  Liberty.  AU-58  (NGC)  ☆ 1907  Indian.  No  Peri- 
ods. MS-61  (PCGS).  (Total:  3 pieces) 

990  Pair  of  eagles  grading  AU-55:  ☆ 1853  (NGC).  Reddish  gold 
surfaces  ☆ 1909-D  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rose  and 
frost.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Elusive  1855-0  Eagle 


991  1855-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  warm  honey 

highlights  and  strong  lustre.  Some  scattered  marks  arc  noted,  none 
of  them  “raw”  or  deep.  An  elusive  date;  just  18,000  pieces  were 
struck.  Of  those,  the  typical  survivor  today  is  apt  to  be  VF  or  so, 
with  AU  and  finer  specimens  quite  rare  in  the  scheme  of  things. 
Only  nine  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  piece  by  NGC,  which  highlights  the  rarity  of  the  date  in 
high  grades. 

NGC  Census:  3;  9 finer  {MS-61  finest). 
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Important  1859-S  $10  Rarity 

A Vastly  Underrated  Date 
Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


{2x  photo) 


992  t859-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Explosive  lustre  graces  deep  orange-gold 

surfaces,  with  splashes  of  brilliant  yellow  iridescence  in  the  pro- 
tected design  areas.  A well  struck  example  of  the  date  that  exhibits 
a few  scattered  marks,  none  of  which  immediately  call  for  the 
viewer  s attention.  Rare!  We  don’t  care  what  the  prevailing  myth 
is  about  this  date,  it  is  rarer  even  than  its  scanty  mintage  of  7,000 
pieces  indicates.  Perhaps  just  30-40  examples  of  this  date  exist  to- 
day in  all  grades,  and  that  estimate  on  our  part  may  itself  be  high. 
David  Akers  noted  “The  1S59-S  is  as  rare  as  the  famous  1858  and 
1859-0  and  thus  ranks  near  the  top  of  the  series  in  rarity  accord- 
ing to  frequency  of  appearance  at  auction  and  rarity  according  to 
actual  grade.”  Breen  simply  called  the  date  “Very  rare.”  The  present 
com  is  the  sole  AU-55  specimen  graded  by  PCGS  (as  of  October 
2003;  “populations”  are  wont  to  change),  with  not  a solitary  ex- 
ample graded  finer!  You  won’t  be  presented  with  an  opportunity 
such  as  this  cirry  day,  so  be  prepared  to  do  friendly  battle  with 
more  than  one  bidder  when  this  rarity  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCXIS  Population:  I;  none  finer. 


Low-Mintage  1864  $10  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


993  1864  AU-55  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  deeper  highlights  at 

the  dentils  and  in  the  protected  regions.  A blush  of  underlying 
lustre  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  arc  both  present,  and  the  eye 
appeal  overall  is  strong  despite  a scattering  of  small  marks.  Nicely 
struck,  with  all  the  details  not  immediately  affected  by  wear  ap- 
pearing sharp  and  crisp.  From  a circulation  strike  production  run 
for  the  date  of  just  3,530  pieces,  of  which  it  has  been  estimated 
that  perhaps  fewer  than  50  may  still  survive.  If  such  is  so,  the  present 
coin  ranks  high  above  many  of  the  other  surviving  pieces  where 
grade  is  concerned.  In  fact,  only  three  examples  of  the  date  have 
received  liner  grades  from  NGC,  none  of  those  above  MS-61.  The 
present  coin  is  a pleasing  specimen  of  this  rare  date,  one  where 
both  actual  rarity  and  condition  rarity  play  an  integral  part-here  they 
come  together  fortuitously  for  your  bidding  pleasure. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-61  finest). 
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Incredible  Cameo  Proof  1866  With  Motto  $10 
Finest  Certified  in  any  Designation  by  NGC 
Perhaps  Finest  Known 
Just  30  Struck 


(2x  photo) 


994  1866  Motto  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  frosted 

motifs  stand  boldly  out  from  deeply  mirrored  fields,  the  devices 
seemingly  hand-carved  from  solid  gold  and  floating  in  halcyon 
pools  of  deep  reflectivity.  A gorgeous  gem  cameo  Proof  ot  the 
date  in  all  respects,  and  one  glance  should  sutfice  to  prove  our 
point.  Only  30  Proof  1 866-dated  eagles  were  produced,  all  ot  those 
with  the  new  motto,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  and  perhaps  just  10 
or  so  are  available  to  today’s  collecting  community.  Of  those  10  or 
so  Proofs,  only  five  examples  have  been  graded  by  NGC,  though 
not  a single  one  in  an  NGC  holder  comes  even  close  to  the  present 
specimen.  The  present  coin  is,  in  fact,  the  only  example  of  the 
date  graded  finer  than  Proof-64  by  NGC  in  any  designation.  Proof, 
CAMEO,  or  ULTRA  CAMEO!  And  further,  for  the  record, 
PCGS  has  not  certified  a Proof  of  the  date  above  Proof-65  in  any 
designation!  Could  the  present  coin  be  the  finest  surviving  speci- 
men from  the  mintage  of  30  pieces?  It  certainly  is  the  recipient  of 
our  vote  for  finest  known,  and  no  doubt  furious  bidding  activity 

will  prove  the  point  admirably. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Elusive  1868-S  Eagle  Rarity 
Probably  Unknown  in  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 


995  1868-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  bursts  of 

mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  regions,  nicely  struck  in  all  areas 
and  bearing  only  a few  scattered  light  marks.  One  ot  13,500  ex- 
amples struck,  and  another  date  from  our  westernmost  mint  that 
saw  immediate  utilitarian  use  in  commerce,  the  end  result  being 
routinely  VF  or  so  survivors  for  today’s  collecting  circles.  At  EF  the 
date  is  rare,  and  at  AU  it  is  notoriously  difficult  to  locate,  a greatly 
prized  rarity.  By  the  way,  neither  NGC  nor  PCGS  has  certified  a 
specimen  of  the  date  in  Mint  State!  We  suspect  that  “laid  back 
bidding  will  not  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this  elusive  branch 
mint  issue  makes  its  appearance  in  the  auction  arena,  and  only  a 
bold  bidder  will  reap  (and  enjoy)  the  benefits  ot  their  boldness. 
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Rare  1869-S  Liberty  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


996  1869-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A truly  splendid  coin  for  the  grade,  a 

rich  honey  gold  specimen  with  brighter  high  points  and  intense 
orange  highlights  at  the  rims.  Some  light  marks  are  seen,  though 
none  ot  them  are  bold  enough  to  draw  a comment  from  this  writer. 
Another  date  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  that  saw  virtually  its 
entire  mintage,  m this  case  a low  6,430  coins,  pour  almost  imme- 
diately into  the  coffers  of  commerce.  Today’s  average  example  is 
graded-you  guessed  it-just  VF  or  so.  Only  three  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  called  AU-55  by  PCGS,  and  only  three  others  have 
been  certified  finer  by  that  organization.  Here  is  a lovely  coin  with 
everything  going  for  it-high  grade  (within  the  context  of  the  date), 
strong  eye  appeal,  and  renowned  rarity.  What  else  can  we  say? 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Landmark  1870-S  Eagle  Rarity 

Condition  Census 


(2.x  photo) 

997  1870-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  deeper  high- 

lights, a nice  strike,  and  with  a generous  dose  of  eye  appeal  thrown 
in  for  good  measure.  To  paraphrase  an  old  philosophical  question, 
how  many  tiny  marks  can  dance  on  the  head  of  a pin?  In  the  case 
ot  the  present  coin,  there  would  probably  be  room  on  the  head  of 
the  pin  tor  more  marks  after  the  marks  on  the  present  coin  were 
tallied.  The  187()-S  eagle  is  a great  rarity  within  the  scheme  of  the 
Liberty  eagle  series,  a date  that  was  virtually  unknown  better  than 
EF  just  20  or  so  years  ago.  The  population  of  specimens  finer  than 
EF,  by  the  way,  has  not  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  over  the  ensu- 
ing years,  and  the  date  is  still  highly  prized  by  those  in  the  know 
(and  it  you’re  reading  this,  then  you,  too,  are  now  “in  the  know”). 
While  the  Guide  Book  lists  the  mintage  of  this  rarity  at  8,000  pieces, 
Breen’s  Encyclopedia  gives  the  mintage  as  9,000  coins.  Either  way 
the  date  is  rare,  rare,  rare!  NGC,  by  the  way,  has  not  graded  an 
example  of  the  date  above  AU-58,  pushing  choice  AU  specimens 
such  as  the  present  coin  into  the  limelight  whenever  and  wherever 
rarities  gather.  The  present  coin  compares  readily  and  easily  with 
those  specimens  of  the  date  offered  in  the  Bass  Collection  and  in 
the  Norweb  Collection,  both  of  which  were  serious  Condition 
Census  coins.  The  present  coin  is  one  of  the  highlights  of  this  star- 
tling run  of  eagles,  and  bidders  will  no  doubt  show  a strong  re- 
solve when  this  attractive  rarity  takes  its  pLice  on  the  auction  blixk. 

NGC  Census:  6;  2 finer  (AU-58). 
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Elusive  1871-S  $10 

Another  Unsung  Rarity 


of  the  era.  Indeed,  Walter  Breen  noted  that  circulation  strikes  of 
the  date,  in  any  grade,  are  essentially  as  rare  as  surviving  Proofs, 
high  praise  for  any  date  of  the  immediate  era!  For  the  record,  this 
is  the  only  example  of  the  date  called  AU-55  by  PCXIS,  and  only 
four  specimens  have  been  graded  finer.  A great  and  noteworthy 
rarity  within  the  design  type,  and  in  our  opinion,  a lot  that  is  des- 
tined to  see  strong  bidding  activity. 

l^CGS  Population:  1;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


998  1871-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Deep  gold  with  brighter  high  points,  much 

underlying  lustre,  and  rich  rose  and  orange  iridescence  m the  pro- 
tected areas.  Some  light  marks  can  be  seen,  none  of  them  overly 
serious  or  beyond  that  expected  for  the  grade.  Much  rarer  than  its 
mintage  of  16,000  indicates,  and  a date  that  Breen  referred  to  as 
“Prohibitively  rare  above  VF.”  By  way  of  interest,  NGC  has  certi- 
fied just  11  examples  of  the  date  in  finer  grades,  none  of  which 
exceed  AU-58.  Here  is  yet  another  date  that  circulated  heavily  in 
San  Francisco’s  commercial  venues,  leaving  behind  a legacy  of 
mainly  Fine  to  VF  examples  for  today’s  collectors.  We  wish  there 
was  another  1871-S  eagle  waiting  in  the  wings  for  you,  but  alas, 
this  is  the  only  one  we  have-and  who  knows  how  long  it  will  be 
before  we  ever  have  another! 


Rare  Circulation  Strike  1872  Eagle 

Just  1,620  Struck 


{2x  plioto) 

999  1872  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  lustre  m abundance 

and  rich  yellow  brightness  m the  protected  areas.  Destined  to  be  a 
rarity  from  the  start,  one  ofjtist  1,620  examples  of  the  date  struck 
for  circulation,  with  an  additional  30  Proofs  coined  tor  specialists 
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Rare  1874-S  Eagle 

No  Certified  Mint  State  Pieces 


(2x  photo) 

1000  1874-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  rich  rose  high- 
lights, and  with  faint  marks  here  and  there,  none  of  them  overly 
obvious.  Lively  lustre  resides  in  the  recessed  areas,  adorning  much 
of  the  fields  as  well.  Nicely  struck  overall.  One  of  10,000  e.xamples 
of  the  date  struck,  and  another  issue  that  adheres  to  the  oft  re- 
peated San  Francisco  Mint  litany-strike  them  and  send  them  out 
into  commerce.  The  all-too-tamiliar  end  result  is  that  today  s col- 
lectors are  most  apt  to  find  an  1874-S  eagle  in  just  VF  or  so.  The 
present  AU-53  specimen  goes  well  beyond  Walter  Breen’s  lament 
that  the  date  is  “Prohibitively  rare  above  VF.”  Just  eight  1874-S 
eagles  have  been  graded  AU-53  (such  as  here)  or  finer,  with  not  a 
single  coin  above  AU-58;  for  the  record,  PCGS  also  has  not  certi- 
fied an  1 874-S  eagle  above  AU-58  (as  of  October  2003).  Talk  about 
elusive  in  high  grades!  Simply  put,  the  present  coin  represents  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  any  and  all  interested  bidders. 

NGC  Census;  5;  3 finer  (AU-38  finest). 
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Important  Cameo  Proof  1875  Eagle  Rarity 

Finest  Graded  by  PCGS  in  Any  Designation 
Just  20  Struck 


1001  1875  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Vividly  frosted  devices 

and  deeply  mirrored  fields  create  a cameo  contrast  as  great  as  any 
jewelry  cameo  ever  carved  upon  a brooch.  The  color  is  superb  and 
the  eye  appeal  is  virtually  incomparable.  A sparkling  cameo  gem 
example  of  one  ot  the  rarest  issues  in  U.S.  numismatics,  the  1875- 
dated  eagle.  How  rare  is  this  coin?  Of  the  20  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck,  perhaps  fewer  than  10  can  be  located  today,  and  two  of 
those  are  permanently  impounded  (one  at  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, the  other  at  the  ANS  in  New'  York  Cit\’).  Further,  just  100 
circulation  strikes  were  produced  of  the  date,  the  lowest  mintage 
tigiire  of  any  U.S.  gold  coin  of  any  date  and  in  any  denomination! 


Picture  the  poor  specialist-whether  Proof  or  circulation  strike  is 
the  object  ot  his  or  her  desire  where  the  present  date  is  considered, 
long  periods  often  elapse  between  appearances  of  the  date  in  any 
format,  as  each  is  as  rare  as  the  other.  No  finer  example  of  the  date 
has  been  graded  by  PCGS  within  any  designation  (Proof,  CAM, 
or  DCAM),  and  that  firm  has  only  granted  one  specimen  equal 
grade  status.  We  suspect  more  than  one  specialist  or  connoisseur 
will  have  an  eye  on  this  beautiful  rarity  when  it  crosses  the  auction 
block,  yet  all  but  one  of  them  will  have  to  be  satisfied  with  just  the 
memory  of  the  present  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 
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Extremely  Low-Mintage  1877  Eagle 

Just  797  Struck! 

A Landmark  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1002  1877  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  rose  and  orange 
iridescence,  somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance  with  cameo  con- 
trast present  on  both  sides.  One  of  the  great  rarities  in  all  of  U.S. 
gold  coinage,  and  certainly  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  atiy 
U.S.  series,  gold  or  otherwise.  Just  797  1877-dated  eagles  were 
produced  for  intended  circulation,  making  for  a definite  rarity  in 
all  grades.  Only  a half  dozen  1877  eagles  have  been  called  AU-58 
by  PCGS,  with  just  one  specimen  graded  finer  (and  perhaps  one 
or  more  of  the  AU-58  coins  represents  a resubmission  to  that  ser- 
vice)! For  comparison  purposes,  the  sole  example  of  the  date  in 
the  fabled  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  was  “just”  AU-55.  That 
population  listing,  along  with  the  Bass  notation,  certainly  serve  to 
highlight  the  rarity  of  the  date  (and  we’re  certain  any  advanced 
eagle  specialist  will  readily  vouch  for  the  rarity  of  the  date  as  well) . 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  (MS-60). 


1003  1878-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Warm  medium  gold  with  lively  yellow 
brilliance  in  the  protected  areas;  a few  stray  marks  are  present. 
Scarcer  above  EF  than  its  mintage  of  26,100  coins  suggests. 


Incredible  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1881  Eagle 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC  in  Any  Designation 


(2x  photo) 


1004  1881  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A superlative  cameo  gem  Proof 
eagle  in  every  way.  Frosty  honey  gold  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored 
fields  are  alive  with  a faint  rose  aura,  with  finely  chiseled  design 
motifs  that  nearly  defy  description,  and  with  simply  delightful  eye 
appeal  all  around.  One  of  either  40  (per  the  Guide  Book)  or  42  (per 
Breen’s  Eucychpedia)  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  though  the  actual 
mintage  is  pretty  much  a moot  point  as  so  few  examples  are  avail- 
able to  today’s  collectors;  perhaps  as  few  as  12  to  15  pieces  cur- 
rently exist.  Of  those,  a few  are  permanently  impounded  in  mu- 
seum collections  and  other  holdings  blessed  with  longevity.  Of 
the  entire  group  of  known  survivors,  the  present  coin  has  a fair 
shot  at  being  the  finest  Proof  eagle  of  the  date  extant!  NGC  has 
not  certified  a Proof  1881  eagle  finer  than  the  present  coin  in  any 
designation,  so  it’s  a cinch  you  won’t  find  a better  coin  in  that 
company’s  holder.  Will  you  ever  find  a finer  Proof  1881  eagle  than 
the  coin  we  offer  here?  Perhaps  you  will  if  the  gods  of  numismat- 
ics are  feeling  particularly  generous  at  some  point  in  your  life,  but 
why  depend  on  the  fickle  ways  of  imaginary  gods.  Bid  strongly 
here  and  defy  the  whims  of  fate! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Important  1882-CC  Eagle 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1005  1882-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  and  warm  yellow  gold  with  in- 
tense yellow  bnlhance  in  the  protected  areas,  and  with  strong  cart- 
wheel lustre  in  abundance.  Nicely  struck  and  free  of  significant  marks 
as  well.  A rare  date  in  all  grades,  one  Breen  called  “prohibitively  rare 
above  EF.”  Only  6,764  eagles  of  the  date  were  struck  in  Carson 
City,  and  choice  survivors  for  the  enjoyment  of  today’s  collectors 
are  more  a matter  ot  chance  than  of  intent.  You  may  have  a long 
time  to  wait  if  you  wish  to  find  a Mint  State  example  of  this  date, 
especially  if  you  desire  one  in  an  NGC  holder,  as  they  have  only 
graded  one  example  ot  the  date  finer  than  the  present  coin.  You 
could  do  far  worse  than  the  present  coin  where  quality  and  eye  ap- 
peal are  concerned,  but  you  literally  can’t  do  much  better! 

NGC  Census:  23;  I finer  (MS-62). 


are  MS-64.  In  short,  NGC  has  not  certified  a ^^7n  example  of  the 
date,  which  should  make  the  present  coin  imminently  more  ap- 
pealing in  every  respect. 

NGC  Census:  20;  2 finer  (both  MS-64). 


Choice  Proof  1900  Eagle 
NGC  ULTRA  CAMEO 


(2.\  photo) 


1007  1900  Proof-64  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  mirror 
surfaces  and  frosty  motifs  display  intense  yellow  brilliance  in  the 
recessed  areas  which  adds  immensely  to  the  grand  overall  eye  ap- 
peal. From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  120  pieces,  with  per- 
haps 40  to  50  or  so  examples  known  to  today’s  collectors.  Cameo 
Proof  U.S.  gold  coins  are  currently  in  great  favor  in  the  numis- 
matic marketplace,  and  we  expect  the  bidding  activity  on  the 
present  lot  will  bear  that  out. 


1006  1886  .MS-63  (NGC).  A frosty  and  lustrous  honey  gold  example 
of  a date  that  is  considerably  rarer  m choice  Mint  State  than  its 
mintage  ol  2.36, 1(K)  circulation  strikes  indicates.  How  rare  are  sve 
talking-  A score  ot  1886  eagles  has  been  called  MS-6)3  by  NGC, 
with  >nlv  two  spci  imeris  graded  finer  by  that  firm-both  of  those 
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DOUBLE  EAGLES 


1009  1853  AU-55  (NGC).  A bright  and  lustrous  early  date  Type  1 
double  eagle  with  strong  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  a coin  that  would 
make  an  ideal  selection  for  a gold  type  coin  collection. 

Variety  with  patched  crossbar  on  A of  STATES  on  the  reverse. 

Uncirculated  1873  Double  Eagle 

Open  3 in  Date 


1010  1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong 
lustre  and  appealing  orange  highlights.  A popular  date  that  is  of- 
ten chosen  represent  Type  II  double  eagle  coinage  in  U.S.  gold 
type  sets. 


1011  1875-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  grand  eye  ap- 
peal for  the  grade. 

1012  Pair  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1876  AU-55  (BCGS).  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1880-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1013  1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  rose  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Rarer  above  MS-6()  than  its  sizeable 
mintage  of  more  than  1.7  pieces  indicates. 

1014  Pair  of  San  Francisco  Mint  Uncirculated  Liberty  double 
eagles,  both  certified  by  NGC:  ☆ 1877-S  MS-61  (NGC)  ☆ 1907- 
S MS-62  (NGC).  A lustrous  duo.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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Gem  Proof  1881  Double  Eagle 
NGC  ULTRA  CAMEO 


None  Finer  Within  Designation 


(2x  photo) 

1015  1881  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  both 
physically  and  aesthetically.  The  heavily  frosted  head  of  Liberty  is 
surrounded  by  equally  frosty  stars  that  appear  suspended  in  the 
midnight  sky,  so  deep  is  the  surrounding  field.  A beautiful  gem 
Proof,  one  with  such  strong  contrast  that  NGC  deemed  it  Ultra 
Camee.  Just  61  Proofl881  double  eagles  were  struck,  and  the  years 
have  not  been  kind  to  that  mintage.  Perhaps  just  15  to  20  or  so 
Proofs  of  the  date  can  be  found  today,  but  a few  of  those  are  nota- 


bly impaired  by  “hay  marks”  and  other  distractions.  Not  so  the 
present  gem,  which  is  tied  for  the  finest  graded  by  NGC  in  the 
Ultra  Cameo  designation  and  easily  among  the  finest  in  existence 
by  virtue  ot  its  incredible  beauty  and  quality.  We  expect  heavy  bid- 
ding activity  for  the  present  lot,  and  rightfully  so.  Will  this  beauty 
wind  up  as  a vibrant  focal  point  in  your  numismatic  cabinet?  Only 
you  can  answer  that  question! 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  designation. 


1016 


1017 


1884-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A lustrous  honey  gold  Carson  City 
double  eagle  with  warm  orange  gold  iridescence  in  places,  some- 
what prootlike  in  places  as  well. 

Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1891 -S 
M 1893  ☆ 1896-S  ☆ 1900-S.  All  are  lustrous.  (Total;  4 pieces) 


1019  Pair  of  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆ 1895-S  MS-62  PCGS.  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1901  MS-63  NGC.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Fully  Prooflike  1899-S  $20 


1020  1899-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  orange  gold  frosts’  motifs  and 
mirror  fields,  the  fields  with  a touch  of  olive  iridescence.  Virtually 
as  prooflike  as  a Proof  of  the  date;  perhaps  100  years  ago  this  might 
have  been  called  a “branch  mint  Proof’  by  excitable  collectors.  .\n 
attractive  coin  for  the  assigned  grade  as  well. 


1018  1893-S  MS-62  (PC(iS).  A lustrous  honey  gold  San  Francisco 

■ ‘ • . I’.ig-  vvith  lively  rose  highlights. 
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Splendid  Choice  Proof  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 

Wire  Rim  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

1021  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

A bright  and  satiny  lemon  yellow  gold  coin,  one  with  intense  lus- 
tre and  eye  appeal  that  easily  equals  the  intensity  of  the  lustre.  An 
absolutely  gorgeous  example  of  the  crowning  glory  ofU.S.  coin- 
age designs,  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagle  from  the 
sketchbook,  hand,  and  imagination  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 
The  confident  depiction  of  Liberty  is  bold  and  strong  in  detail,  as 


virtually  always  seen,  and  the  lustrous  highlights  that  surround  her 
make  her  appearance  even  more  grand!  Superlatives  tend  to  run 
out  quickly  when  we  offer  superb  MCMVII  High  Relief  double 
eagles,  especially  so  when  there  are  multiple  offerings  in  any  given 
sale  (see  the  next  two  lots,  for  instance).  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  never 
tire  of  these  offerings,  and  neither  does  the  bidding  public!  One 
glance  at  this  lovely  High  Relief  $20  will  suffice  to  tell  you  that 
you  are  on  to  something  of  great  beauty  and  solid  numismatic  de- 
sirability, and  we  expect  your  bidding  will  reflect  that  assessment. 

Virtually  innumerable  words  have  been  written  about  the  Saint-Gaudens 
MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagle,  of  which  we  have  written  more  than  just  a 
few.  For  sake  of  our  numismatic  duty,  we  include  a brief  but  telling  examination 
of  this  famous  issue  here  for  those  who  may  not  be  readily  familiar  with  the 
fascinating  story  behind  this  important  coin. 

In  1905,  President  Teddy  Roosevelt,  arguably  the  president  who  took  the 
most  active  and  personal  interest  in  our  coinage  designs,  was  sadly  disappointed 
with  the  mediocre  appearance  of  America’s  coinage  designs  of  the  era.  The  presi- 
dent had  only  recently  taken  an  interest  in  ancient  Greek  coins,  havmgjust  seen 
some  on  display,  and  he  vocally  lamented  the  fact  that  the  coinage  of  his  “bully 
pulpit”  era  was  mainly  plain  and  insipidly  uninspired  by  comparison  to  those 
ancient  works  of  numismatic  art.  Accordingly,  Roosevelt  contracted  with  his 
long  time  acquaintance,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  paying  the  sum  of  $5,000  to 
him  to  redesign  the  entire  U,S,  coinage  spectrum,  from  the  small  bronze  cent 
all  the  way  up  the  denominational  ladder  to  the  large  gold  double  eagle.  Saint- 
Gaudens,  America’s  most  admired  sculptor,  kept  his  studio  and  family  home  in 
Cornish,  New  Hampshire  (just  a couple  of  hours  from  our  offices  here  in  down- 
town Wolfeboro),  where  he  prepared  the  many  sketches  and  working  models 
for  his  ideas.  By  the  summer  of  1907,  Saint-Gaudens  had  nearly  completed  the 
work  on  the  Indian  $10  design  as  well  as  the  new  $20  design  (which  was  based 
on  his  statue  of  Victory,  part  of  the  Sherman  Victory  Monument  which  stands 
proudly  today  in  New  York  City’s  Central  Park).  On  August  3,  1907,  Saint- 
Gaudens  succumbed  to  cancer  without  having  seen  an  example  of  his  work  in 
its  legal  tender  form.  His  stunning  design  was  finished  by  his  assistant,  Henry 
Hering,  Meanwhile,  a great  “war”  of  words  and  bombast  (Roosevelt  called  it 
his  “pet  crime”)  had  broken  out  between  the  Mint  and  Charles  Barber  on  one 
side,  and  the  “OF  Rough  Rider,”  President  Roosevelt,  on  the  other.  Barber, 
who  historically  had  never  cared  a whit  for  anyone’s  work  but  his  own,  was 
gravely  upset  that  Roosevelt  had  untold  unkind  words  for  his  dime,  quarter,  and 
half  dollar  designs  (which  had  circulated  as  current  coin  of  the  realm  since  1892), 
and  he  was  also  incensed  over  the  fact  that  an  outside  artist  had  been  chosen  to 
redesign  our  country’s  coinage.  Further,  Barber  protested  that  the  high  relief  of 
the  dies  would  prevent  the  coins  from  striking,  stacking  at  banks,  and  on  and 
on,  causing  Roosevelt  to  state  that  the  MCMVII  $20  coins  would  be  produced 
if  It  took  all  day  to  strike  just  one  coin!  Despite  the  outright  audacity  of  Barber’s 
shenanigans,  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles  were  eventually  produced 
to  the  tune  of  several  hundred  pieces  a day,  though  not  without  difficulties- 
each  coin  needed  three  blows  from  the  dies  to  be  rendered  to  its  full  design 
advantage.  In  time,  however,  some  11,250  High  ReliefMCMVll  double  eagles 
were  produced  to  the  “OP  Rough  leader’s”  satisfaction.  Barber  then  redesigned 
the  dies,  making  them  flatter  in  depth  and  considerably  less  dynamic  in  appear- 
ance, with  that  familiar  mundane  Barber  “sameness”  remaining  thusly  through 
the  demise  of  the  series  in  1933. 
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Classic  MCMVII  High  Relief  S20 
Choice  NGC  Mint  State-64 


(2.x  photo) 


1022  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Satiny  golden  surfaces  with  wisps  of  bright  and  rich  sun  yellow 
iridescence  are  the  backdrop  for  what  many  consider  to  be  the 
finest  illustration  ot  Liberty  to  ever  grace  an  American  coin,  the 
high  relief  rendition  of  our  nation’s  patron  ideal  as  rendered  by 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  The  present  coin  is  a delight  to  behold. 
Deep  orange  highlights  gather  in  the  high-relief  folds  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  Howing  garment,  while  the  symbol  of  our  proud  coun- 
try, the  American  Bald  eagle,  flies  through  the  golden  brightness 
of  the  newly  risen  sun  on  the  reverse.  Had  Saint-Gaudens  lived  to 
see  the  end  result  ot  his  work  (finished  by  his  student  Henry  Hering 
upon  the  death  ot  Saint-Gaudens  in  1907)  he  would  no  doubt  have 
been  pleased-the  design  has  certainly  pleased  countless  numbers 
of  numismatists  since  its  inception,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to 
enthrall  generations  of  collectors  yet  to  come!  If  you  are  ready  for 
a nice  .M(  iMVll  Saint-Gaudens  High  Relief  double  eagle  to  enter 
your  life,  then  bid  strongly  here,  but  please,  be  advised  that  many 
oth'-r  ollectors  will  have  the  same  goal  in  mind  when  this  beauty 
0 -,  , s the  am  tion  block. 


Another  Choice  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 

Wire  Rim 


(2x  photo) 


1023  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Satiny  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm  pale  orange  and  rose 
iridescent  highlights,  a third  pleasing  example  of  the  ever-popular 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagle  is- 
sue. Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing,  as  befits  this  beauti- 
ful and  desirable  item.  One  of  three  MCMVII  High  Relief  doubles 
eagles  offered  in  the  present  sale  (see  the  preceding  two  lots),  a 
definite  “something  for  everyone”  scenario  which  provides  great 
pleasure  to  us  as  sellers,  as  well  as  the  promise  of  great  pleasure  to 
you,  the  potential  buyers  of  these  lots. 

1024  Trio  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1908-D  No  Motto. 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1910-S  (NGC)  ☆ 1913-D  (NGC).  Each  with  lustrous 
and  attractive  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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1025  1908-D  Motto.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  frosty  honey  gold 
with  some  deeper  highlights.  A choice  example  of  a popular  issue 
from  the  first  year  of  the  type  to  display  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  on  the  reverse. 

1026  Pair  ofdouble  eagles  grading  MS-62;  ☆ 1908-D  Motto.  PCGS. 
Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1920  NGC.  Satiny  with  just  a hint  of  rose.  (Total; 
2 pieces) 

1027  Pair  ofdouble  eagles  grading  MS-61:  ☆ 1909  (NGC)  ☆ 1912 
(PCGS).  Both  are  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1028  1909-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sultry  shades  ofiridescent  peach,  rose, 
and  orange  grace  lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  A nice  branch  mint 
double  eagle  from  the  early  days  of  the  design  type. 

1029  Trio  of  branch  mint  double  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC): 

☆ 1910-D  ☆ 191 1-S  ☆ 1914-S.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

Gem  1911-D  $20  Gold 


1030  1911-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  surfaces  with  full  mint 
brilliance.  An  interesting  variety  with  a widely  repunched  Denver 
mintmark  that  can  be  easily  detected  with  low  magnification. 

1031  Trio  ofdouble  eagles  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 1911-D  ☆ 
191 5-S  ☆ 1926.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1032  1914-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces  with 
minimal  contact  marks  that  are  mostly  hidden  from  immediate 
notice.  A very  choice  specimen. 

1033  Pair  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 1914-D  ☆ 

1923-D.  Both  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Choice  Mint  State  1926-S  $20 


1034  1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scattered  surface  marks  are  all  quite  trivial, 
and  the  bright  golden  lustre  dominates  the  visual  display.  A brilliant 
and  frosty  example  of  this  date  which  is  quite  rare  at  higher  grade 
levels.  Fewer  than  one  dozen  are  graded  at  the  Gem  level  by  PCGS. 
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1900  PROOF  SET 


Stunning  Gem  Proof  1900  Quarter  Eagle 

NGC  Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo 

None  Graded  Finer  in  Any  Designation 


1035  1900  Proof-69  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Simply  stunning,  a gem 
Proot  quarter  eagle  for  the  ages!  The  heavily  frosted  motifs  are 
bright  golden  yellow,  and  the  deeply  mirrored  fields  are  such  a 
deep  shade  of  yellow  gold  that  they  verge  on  black.  Sharp  and  at- 
tractive, and  perhaps  as  near  to  perfection  as  any  Liberty  quarter 
eagle  currently  extant.  It  is  difficult  for  this  writer  to  imagine  upon 
seeing  this  coin  that  NGC  has  graded  another  example  of  the  date 
as  I’root-69  Ultra  Cameo,  but  that  is  what  their  Census  Report  tells 
us.  Of  the  205  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  perhaps  half  of  that  mint- 
age IS  still  with  us  today  in  the  early  21st  century.  Of  the  surviving 
specimens,  the  present  coin  has  but  one  peer  and  none  as  fine.  A 
superlative  and  extraordinary  coin  that  would  be  the  center  piece 
of  any  advanced  cabinet. 


PCGS  PopuLicion:  2;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 

Each  ot  the  lots  trom  1035  through  1038  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis. 
Alter  Lot  1038  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  1035  through  1038  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  1039.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  1035  through  1038  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  e.xcceded,  then 
the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

The  present  gem  Proof  1900  quarter  eagle  exhibits  some  salient  die  fea- 
tures that  may  be  of  interest  to  specialists.  On  the  obverse  some  artifacts  can 
be  seen  at  the  tips  of  stars  1, 2,  4,  and  12,  and  a die  line  connects  the  bottom  of 
the  T in  LIBERTY  to  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses  immediately  below.  On  the  re- 
verse, the  end  of  the  olive  branch  terminates  in  a long,  thin  line  that  reaches 
upward  into  the  field. 
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Gem  Proof  1900  Half  Eagle 
NGC  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo 


1036  1900  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Impressive  honey  gold  sur- 
faces with  frosty  motifs  and  lively  mirror  fields.  A sharp  and  appeal- 
ing gem  with  the  overall  appearance  of  a much  finer  grade.  Of  the 
230  Proofs  of  the  date  minted,  no  doubt  scores  and  scores  of  pieces 
still  exist.  Of  the  nearly  five  dozen  Proof  examples  that  NGC  has 
graded,  only  half  a dozen  have  been  called  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo, 
including  the  coin  presented  here,  and  just  six  others  have  received 
finer  grades  within  the  designation.  The  present  coin  is  one  of  the 
dozen  finest  examples  of  the  date  graded  by  NGC,  a fact  that  should 
be  carefully  weighed  when  you  plan  your  bidding  strategy. 

NGC  Census:  6;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo 
finest). 

A tiny  obverse  die  crack  runs  from  the  bottom  inner  line  of  Liberty’s  ear 
across  the  back  of  her  ear  lobe,  then  downward  between  two  curls  before  termi- 
nating on  her  neck 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1035  through  1038  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1035. 


Splendid  Cameo  Proof  1900  Eagle 

NGC  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo 


(2x  photo) 

1037  1900  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A frosty  portrait  of  Lib- 
erty seemingly  sits  serenely  atop  a sea  ot  deep  and  reflective  mol- 
ten gold-sorry  to  wax  poetic,  but  this  coin  is  simply  beautiful! 
The  devices  are  sharp  and  crisp  and  the  aesthetics  are  superb,  with 
outright  visual  appeal  that  speaks  highly  to  the  grade.  One  of  120 
Proofs  of  the  date  produced,  a mintage  figure  that  is  substantially 
lower  than  the  quarter  eagle  and  halt  eagle  Proofs  ot  the  date;  per- 
haps only  half  or  fewer  of  those  120  Proof  eagles  can  be  accounted 
for  today.  Of  those  graded  by  NGC,  the  present  coin  is  exceeded 
by  only  four  others  within  the  Ultra  Cameo  designation  The  eye 
appeal  of  this  superb  piece  places  it  among  the  very  finest  known 
Proof  specimens  of  this  issue. 

NGC  Census:  2;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66  it  Ultra 
Cameo). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1035  through  1038  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1035. 
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Impressive  Gem  Proof  1900  Double  Eagle 

NGC  Prool-65  Ultra  Cameo 


(2x  photo) 

1038  1900  Proot-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Bright  frosted  honey  gold 
motit's  clash  beautifully  with  the  deep  golden  mirrors  that  surround 
them.  Some  taint  horizontal  hairlines  across  Miss  Libert\’’s  cheek 
no  doubt  account  for  the  assigned  grade,  otherwise  we  suspect  a 
much  higher  grade  would  have  been  in  order  for  this  nearly  flaw- 
less gem.  tine  ot  124  Proofs  of  the  date  and  denomination  struck, 
though  perhaps  fewer  than  half  that  amount  survive  today.  The 
present  gem  Proof  double  eagle  is  among  the  finest  graded  by 
NGC.  with  that  firm  calling  just  one  other  example  of  the  date 
finer  within  the  Ultra  Cameo  designation.  A fitting  companion 
to  the  I'Xio  Proof  quarter  eagle,  half  eagle,  and  eagle  offered  im- 
mediately above. 

N(  tt  i eriHis  2;  1 finer  within  the  designation  ( Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo). 
fa>  1:  ol  the  lots  from  In.VS  through  In.lH  will  he  sold  on  a provisional  basis. 
; ds  r;bed  in  Lot  UBS 


Gold  Proof  Set  of  1900 

1039  1900  gold  Proof  S2.50,  S5,  SIO  and  S20.  As  individually  described 
in  lots  1035  through  1038  above.  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provi- 
sional awards  for  lots  1035  and  1038  will  be  tot,iled,  5%  will  be 
added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot. 
Lot  1039.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will 
be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on 
the  present  lot.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


TERRITORIAL  GOLD  COIN 


Choice  AU  1854  Kellogg  $20 


(2.\  photo) 

1040  1854  Kellogg  $20  gold.  Kagin-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Pleasing  light  yellow  gold  with  abundant  lustre  and  exceptional 
eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  The  usual  arrav  ot  tmv  contact 
marks  are  present  but  none  are  disfiguring,  a natural  planchet  stria- 
turn  IS  present  below  and  inside  star  3 Better  strike  that  olten  seen. 
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a bold  and  attractive  example.  This  type,  available  in  high  grade 
largely  due  to  the  discovery  of  a small  hoard  in  Nebraska  in  the 
first  decade  of  the  20th  century,  is  ideal  for  those  assembling  a 
territorial  type  set  or  the  collector  who  desires  one  appealing  piece 
of  gold  from  the  days  of  the  California  Gold  Kush. 


SMALL  DENOMINATIONAL 
CALIFORNIA  GOLD 

1041  PCGS-certified  California  Small  Denomination  gold  trio:  ☆ 1855/ 
4 Octagonal  25e.  Breen  Gillio-106.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-3.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  A deep  olive  gold  cameo  example  of  a popular  Period 
1 issue  ☆ 1853  Round  500.  BG-428.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-3.  AU- 
58  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  ☆ 1860/50  Round  25c.  BG-819. 
Liberty  Head.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

1042  1855  Round  25c.  BG-227.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-6.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Deep  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  olive 
highlights.  Struck  from  solid  native  California  gold;  Jay  Roe’s  speci- 
men came  in  at  88.6%  gold  and  6.9%  silver,  with  other  trace  ele- 
ments. This  variety  was  described  as  early  as  1932,  when  Ed.  M. 
Lee  discussed  the  piece  in  his  collection.  An  altogether  attractive 
example  of  a rare  Period  1 variety. 

1043  1854  Octagonal  500.  BG-305.  Liberty  Head.  Low  Rarity-4.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Crudely  reeded  edge.  Deep  smoky  yellow  gold  mir- 
rors and  frosty  motifs  with  nice  cameo  contrast.  A fairly  scarce 
variety,  struck  on  planchets  ot  baser  gold  fineness,  then  plated  in 
high-grade  gold. 

Die  State  II:  Both  sides  brilliantly  polished  to  remove  clash  marks;  traces  of 
clash  still  seen  on  both  sides. 

1044  1852  Round  500.  BG-401.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  renective  fields, 
frosty  motifs,  and  a small  federal-style  head  of  Liberty  surrounded 
by  13  stars  on  the  obverse.  This  variety  is  considered  by  some  to 
be  the  first  of  the  California  Small  Denomination  gold  issues 
(though  BG-426  and  427  are  also  prime  candidates).  A popular 
early  type  that  no  doubt  saw  circulation  at  the  height  of  the  Gold 
Rush,  and  is  incredibly  historic  as  a result. 

An  example  of  this  type  was  recovered  from  the  wreck  ot  the  S.S.  Winfield 
Scott,  a ship  that  went  down  off  the  California  coast  on  December  1,  1853, 
scuba  divers  in  the  early  1960s  brought  up  many  Small  Denomination  gold  coins 
from  this  wreck.  This  type  was  listed  as  early  as  1859  in  The  Amcriain  Nmnismatical 
Manual  by  Dr.  Montroville  Wilson  Dickeson. 


Popular  1853-N  Octagonal  $1 
Uncirculated 
Nouizillet’s  Liberty  Head 


(2x  photo) 

1045  1853-N  Octagonal  $1.  BG-531.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-4.  MS- 
60  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  ReOective  yellow  gold  with  deep  ol- 
ive highlights  and  strong  cameo  contrast  between  the  fields  and 
motifs.  One  of  the  early  dollar  issues  of  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet 
(1852-58),  a Period  1 issue  that  definitely  saw  use  as  a circulating 
medium  at  the  time  of  issue.  Two  examples  of  this  popular  variety 
were  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Winfield  Scot!  in  the  early  1960s.  Sure 
to  please,  both  for  the  grade  and  overall  aesthetic  appeal. 


photo) 

1046  1876  Octagonal  quarter.  Indian  Head.  BG-799C.  High  Rar- 
ity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  and  attractive  orange  gold.  An 
exemplary  example  of  the  issue,  this  with  deeply  reflective  fields 
and  frosted  motifs.  A dozen  examples  of  BG-799C  have  been 
graded  finer  by  PCGS,  all  of  those  MS-65. 

PCGS  Population:  21 ; 12  finer  (all  MS-65). 

1047  1866  Round  25C.  BG-804.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-4.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Crudely  reeded  edge.  The  DOIIAR  variety,  L in  denomi- 
nation from  1 punch  (or  broken  L punch).  Deep  honey  gold  with 
nice  cameo  contrast.  One  of  Frontier  & Co.'s  (1864-72)  “large 
head”  varieties.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

1048  1859  Round  5()C.  BG-1002.  Liberty'  Head.  Rarity-4.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Crudely  reeded  edge  (done  after  striking).  Warm  yellow 
gold  with  reflective  fields  and  frosty  motifs.  Baser  red  gold  core 
with  yellow  gold  plating.  One  of  the  scarce  “broad  head"  varieties 
from  Frontier,  Deviercy  & Co.  (1859-71).  A lovely  gem  by  all  ac- 
counts. 

Die  State  I:  “Normal’'  obverse,  no  rust  or  cracks  have  formed  yet. 

1049  1874  Octagonal  SI.  BG-1124.  Indian  Head.  High  Rarity-4.  AU- 
5(1  (PCGS).  Crudely  reeded  edge.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  deep 
highlights  on  the  high  points.  One  of  the  “large  Indian  head  vari- 
eties produced  by  Christopher  Ferdinand  Mohrig  ot  San  Francisco, 
who  produced  his  first  pieces  in  1872.  Always  desirable  as  a design 
type  and  as  a denomination. 
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COMMEMOILATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 

An  the  comnicinorative  state  quarter  program  progresses,  daily 
more  Americans  take  a second  look  at  their  change  to  see  what  new 
issue  they  might  hnd.  The  commemorative  issues  to  follow  repre- 
sent the  classics,  from  the  Isabella  quarter  (the  first  commemorative 
quarter),  through  the  extensive  series  of  half  dollars.  Among  the  nearly 
complete  gem  set  that  appears  in  the  listings  below,  there  are  pieces 
to  satisfs'  many  collecting  interests.  Some  pieces  are  fully  brilliant, 
while  others  are  beautifully  toned  examples.  Many  are  affordable  for 
just  about  any  collecting  budget,  while  others  such  as  the  finest  graded 
1928  Hawaiian,  or  1927  Vermont  will  command  the  attention  of 
only  the  most  advanced  collectors  of  the  series.  Whatever  your  col- 
lecting interest,  the  commemorative  series  offers  something  ofinter- 
est,  so  we  invite  you  to  study  and  enjoy  the  pieces  offered. 

1050  Complete  type  set  of  commemorative  coins,  1893  Isabella 
quarter,  grading  AU-58  to  the  1936  York,  grading  MS-63.  Grades 
range  from  AU  to  Uncirculated,  mainly  AU-55  to  AU-58  with 
many  finer.  Highlights  include  the  1928  Hawaiian,  AU-58,  and 
the  Spanish  Trail,  AU-58.  This  type  set  is  housed  in  a Dansco  al- 
bum. (Total:  50  pieces) 

1051  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  commemoratives:  ☆ 1893 
Isabella  quarter.  AU-58.  Rose  and  gunmetal-blue  toning  over  both 
surfaces  ☆ 1952-S  Carver-Washington  half  dollar.  MS-64.  Lus- 
trous with  faint  mottled  silver  gray  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1892  Columbian  half  dollar.  MS-64.  Soft  silver  gray  with  mottled 
golden  orange  and  sea  green  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1923-S  Monroe 
half  dollar.  AU-55.  Iridescent  rainbow  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar.  MS-64.  Frosty  with  just  a whis- 
per of  rose.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1052  Trio  of  Mint  State  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1921  Ala- 
bama 2X2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1935-S  small 
1934  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  ☆ 1922  Grant.  No  Star. 
MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1053  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(PCGS):  ☆ 19.37  Antietam.  Frosw  with  a whisper  of  golden  ton- 
ing at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1936  Elgin.  Soft  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 
1938  Cfregon  Trail.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1938-1)  Oregon  Trail. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1054  1935  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Dusky  lilac-gray  surfaces  show 
warm  lustre  and  rich  but  slight  rainbow  toning  at  the  rims.  A flash 
of  deep  violet  is  noted  at  the  tip  of  Libert\'’s  bust  on  the  obverse. 

1055  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS): 

1935-1)  Arkansas.  .Soft  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1936-S  Arkan- 
■u.-..  Faint  rose-gray  obverse  with  mottled  gray  on  the  reverse.  (To- 
tal: 2 pieces) 

1056  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS): 

L>  i5-l  > Arkans,is.  Silver  gr.iy  surfaces  with  splashes  or  rich  brown 
at  the  peripheries  ^ |93f>-|)  San  Diego.  Satiny  lustre  with  rich 
■i  . n and  gr.iv  at  the  peripheries  1935  Texas.  Satiny  svith  golden 
■ ; :r  - at  thi  peripht  ries.  i Fotal:  3 pieces) 


1057  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS): 
☆ 1935-1)  Arkansas.  Medium  mottled  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1938  New 
Rochelle.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  Golden 
toning  over  both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1058  1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Silver  gray  obverse  with  faint 
reddish  gold  and  sea  green  toning  at  the  periphery.  The  reverse 
with  brilliant  center  and  iridescent  gold,  sea  green,  and  reddish 
gold  at  the  periphery. 

NGC  Census:  9;  none  finer. 

1059  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(PCGS):  ☆ 1935-S  Arkansas.  Golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 193.5-D 
Boone.  Frosty  pearl  gray  with  splashes  of  golden  toning  at  the  pe- 
ripheries a 1938-1)  Oregon  Trail.  Soft  silver  gray  with  just  a hint 
of  gold  ☆ 1938  Texas.  Frosty  gray  with  splashes  of  reddish  gold  at 
the  reverse  periphery.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1060  1936  Arkansas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ Fhiladel- 
phia.  Lovely  satiny  lustre  ☆ Denver.  Just  a hint  of  sea  green  and 
golden  brown  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ San  Francisco.  Satiny 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Partial  Set  of  Commemorative  Silver  Coins 

1061  Partial  set  of  commemorative  silver  issues,  housed  in  old- 
style  brown  cardboard  Mehrig  Line  holders.  Average  grade  MS-63 
to  64,  a few  lesser  than  the  average  grade,  a few  finer  than  the 
average  grade.  Listed  in  chronological  order  as  per  the  holders:  ☆ 
1892  Columbian  ☆ 1921  Pilgrim  ☆ 1934  Maryland  ☆ 1934-1) 
Oregon  ☆ 1935-S  Boone  ☆ 1935  PDS  Texas  ☆ 1936  PDS  Arkan- 
sas ☆ 1936-S  Bay  Bridge  ☆ 1936  Boone  ☆ 1936  Bridgeport  ☆ 
1936  Cleveland  ☆ 1936  PDS  Columbia,  South  Carolina  ☆ 1936 
Long  Island  tfr  1936  Lynchburg  ☆ 1936  Robinson- Arkansas  ☆ 1936 
PDS  Texas  ☆ 1936  Wisconsin  ☆ 1936  York  ☆ 1937  PDS  Arkan- 
sas ☆ 1937-1)  Oregon  ☆ 1937  Roanoke  ☆ 1946  Iowa  ☆ Booker 
T.  Washington:  ☆ 1946  PDS  ☆ 1947  PDS  ☆ 1948  PDS  ☆ 1949 
PDS  ☆ 1950  PDS  ☆ 1951  PDS  ☆ Carver-Washington:  ☆ 1951 
PDS  ☆ 1952  PDS  ☆ 1953  PDS.  A nice  group,  mainly  with  old 
album  toning  highlights.  (Total:  59  pieces) 

1062  Pair  of  Arkansas  commemoratives  grading  MS-66  (PCGS): 
☆ 1937  ☆ 1937-D.  Both  are  frosty  gray  with  splashes  of  golden 
toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1063  1938  Arkansas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ Philadel- 
phia. Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  with  splashes  of  rich  golden  brown 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ Denver.  Lustrous  with  mottled  stiver  grav  and 
iridescent  toning  ☆ San  Francisco.  Lustrous  mottled  rose-gr.iv  sur- 
faces. (Total:  3 pieces) 
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1069  1935-D  Small  1934  Boone.  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  and  lus- 
trous gent  with  splashes  of  deep  golden  iridescence  on  the  obverse 
and  slightly  lighter  toning  highlights  on  the  reverse.  One  of2,0()3 
e.xamples  of  the  date  issued,  the  smallest  such  figure  in  the  series 
(1934-1938  PDS). 

1070  Trio  of  comnieorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (NGC): 

☆ 1935-S  Boone.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rainbow  iridescence  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1936  Bridgeport.  Satiny  pearl  gray  surfaces  ☆ 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  Golden  gray  with  mottled  toning  at  the 
peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1071  1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces 
with  reddish  gold  toning  at  the  reverse  periphery. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  2 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

1072  1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  caruvheel  lustre  cascades 
boldly  on  satiny  champagne  surfaces.  Definitely  gem  quality. 


Superb  Gem  1838-S  Boone  500 


1073  1938-S  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Soft  pearl  gray  iridescence  with 
reddish  gold  and  sea  green  at  the  peripheries. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  1 finer  (MS-68). 


1074  1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  toning  with 

splashes  of  iridescence  at  the  obverse  periphery.  While  the  reverse 
is  brilliant  and  lustrous  at  the  center  with  iridescent  rainbow  ton- 
ing at  the  periphery. 


1064  1939  Arkansas  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Splashes  of  mottled  gray  with  golden  iridescence  at  the  peripher- 
ies ☆ Denver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  traces  of  iridescent 
highlights  and  splashes  of  rich  golden  brown  and  blue  toning, 
mainly  on  the  obverse  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-64.  Lustrous  with 
speckled  golden  brown  toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1065  1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  glides  beneath 
vibrant  rose,  pale  blue,  and  lilac  iridescence.  One  of2,105  examples 
of  the  date  issued;  only  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  issues  of  1939 
have  lower  issue  figures  (2,104  each)  within  the  15-piece  series 
(1935-1939  PDS). 


1066  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  with  soft 
silver  lustre  highlighted  by  blushes  of  soft  pastel  toning.  Just  eight 
examples  are  graded  finer  by  PCGS,  as  such  the  present  example 
is  a notable  opportunity. 

1067  1935  Boone  Small  1934  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-67 
(PCGS)  ☆ Denver.  MS-67  (PCGS)  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-66 
(PCGS).  Each  is  with  frosty  pearl  gray  iridescence  and  traces  of 
gold  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1068  1935  Small  1934  Boone.  MS-67  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  lights 
up  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  lively  gem.  Bursts  of  varying  golden 
iridescence  grace  the  coin,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Struck  in  the 
second  of  five  years  that  saw  Boone  commemorative  half  dollar 
coinage. 
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1075  1936  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  cartwheel  lustre  is 
enhanced  by  the  satiny  silver  surfaces.  A faint  trace  of  soft  original 
toning  is  noted.  Just  two  specimens  are  graded  higher  by  PCGS. 


1080  1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  gray  with 
mottled  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries. 

PCGS  Population:  26;  none  finer. 


1076  1936  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (NGC).  The  rich  silver  center  gives 
way  to  nicely  blended  pastel  color  toward  the  rims  of  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  is  rather  deeply  toned  mottled  golden  brown. 
Likely  long  term  storage  in  the  original  holder  for  the  issue  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  color,  a wholly  original  coin. 

1077  1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  cas- 
cades beneath  pale  lilac  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  while  the  re- 
verse tends  toward  full  brilliance. 


1078  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  and  highly  origi- 
nal with  a hill  spectrum  of  toning  evenly  mottled  across  the  lus- 
trous gray  obverse.  The  reverse  is  much  more  brilliant  with  pleas- 
ing silver  lustre  accented  by  soft  russet  and  gold  toward  the  rims. 


1079  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Soft  pearl  gray  lustre  with 
splashes  of  golden  toning  mainly  at  the  reverse  periphery. 


1081 


1936  Columbia.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  with 
golden  toning  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  44;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1936-S  Columbia 


1082  1936-S  Columbia.  MS-68  (NGC).  A superb  gem  well  into  the 
Condition  Census  for  those  examples  graded  by  NGC.  Satiny  sil- 
ver lustre  defines  the  centers,  while  rings  of  soft  golden  brown 
and  pale  blue  accent  the  rims.  Fully  original,  and  every  bit  as  de- 
lightful. None  are  graded  finer  by  either  major  service. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


1083  1936-S  Columbia.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  iridescent  ton- 
ing at  the  peripheries. 


AMI  ILK  AN  NUMISMAT  IC'  KAKI  I II  S 


Ti  IE  Classics  Sale 


247 


Gorgeous  1893  Columbian 


(2x  photo) 


1084  1893  Columbian.  MS-67  (NGC).  A spectacular  gem  example 
of  this  issue  which,  though  common  in  lower  grades,  is  rarely  seen 
so  nicely  preserved.  Highly  lustrous  with  bold  silver  at  the  obverse 
center,  surrounded  by  a pleasing  display  of  soft  green,  blue,  and 
russet.  The  reverse  is  toned  a little  heavier,  in  the  same  naturally 
appealing  shades. 

NGC  Census:  13;  2 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

1085  Trio  of  NGC-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1893 
Columbian.  MS-65.  Rich  golden  gray  with  iridescent  magenta 
and  sea  green  at  the  peripheries  1936  Delaware.  MS-66.  Satiny 
lustre  with  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1950-D  Booker  T. 
Washington.  MS-66.  Pearl  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1935  Connecticut 


1086  1935  Connecticut.  MS-67  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
awash  with  soft  blue  across  both  sides.  Toward  the  rims,  soft  golden 
brown  and  rose  enhance  the  visual  appeal.  A really  gorgeous  gem 
surpassed  by  only  a single  piece  by  NGC. 


1087  1936  Delaware.  MS-67  (NGC).  Nice  lustre  behind  softly 
blended  champagne  and  gray  toning.  A pleasing  gem  example,  with 
just  three  examples  graded  finer  by  NGC. 


1088  1936  Elgin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Soft  silver  gray  lustre  with  traces  of 
pastel  blue  across  the  surfaces  giving  way  to  mottled  gold  and  rus- 
set tones  toward  the  periphery.  A beautiful  gem  with  superb  eye 
appeal. 


1089  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny,  highly  lustrous,  and 
offering  nearly  full  mint  brilliance.  A lovely  example. 
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Gem  1922  Grant  With  Star 


(2x  photo) 


1090  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  centers 
framed  by  arcs  ofbold  rainbow  color  at  the  periphery.  Struck  from 
dies  clashed  and  heavily  polished  as  often  seen,  with  strong  parallel 
polishing  lines  visible  in  the  fields.  Higher  grade  gems  of  the  issue 
are  siuite  scarce  and  at  the  time  of  the  present  writing,  only  seven 
pieces  are  graded  higher,  taking  both  PCGS  and  NGC  into  con- 
sideration. An  important  opportunity  for  advanced  collectors  of 
high-grade  commemoratives. 

Choice  Mint  State  1922  Grant  With  Star 


1091  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  silver  gray 

i:  ■ enters,  with  .oft  blushes  of  rose  and  blue  blended  through- 

ir  At  the  rims  rich  gt>ld,  blue  and  russet  dominate  Pleasing  lus- 
. thrcejgh.  pre-.entmg  nice  eye  appeal.  Dies  clashed  and 

, -cd 


Extraordinary  Gem  1928  Hawaiian 
The  Finest  Graded 


(2.\  photo) 

1092  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-67  ☆ (NGC).  An  extraordinary  example  of 
this  highly  prized  key  to  the  classic  silver  commemorative  set. 
Though  many  examples  of  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar  are  somewhat 
subdued  in  appearance,  this  present  gem  offers  as  much  radiant 
lustre  and  “life"  as  one  might  find  on  a gem  Lexington.  The  ob- 
verse is  predominantly  brilliant  silver  with  champagne,  rose,  and 
sea  green  highlights  gently  blending  in  and  becoming  more  in- 
tense toward  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  toward  12:00,  but 
the  remaining  surfaces  offer  a virtual  sunrise  of  rich  gold  with  rose 
and  soft  green  accents.  A couple  of  well-hidden  abrasions  are  noted, 
but  these  are  relatively  minor  and  difficult  to  detect.  The  intensirv' 
of  lustre,  blended  with  the  beautiful  toning  create  spectacular  eye 
appeal  that  is  so  rare  on  this  issue  that  it  more  than  makes  up  for 
any  defects.  For  the  connoisseur  in  search  of  a truly  superb  H.iwai- 
lan,  the  present  specimen  should  not  only  be  found  satish  ing.  but 
it  should  prove  all  but  impossible  to  improve  upon. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 
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Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 


1093  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  pleasing 
silver  lustre  and  minimal  contact  marks.  A satisfying  Choice  Mint 
State  example  of  this  popular  commemorative  issue. 


Gem  1935  Hudson 

Tied  for  Finest  at  NGC 


{2x  photo) 


1094  1935  Hudson.  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  richly  toned  on 
the  obverse  with  deep  gray,  pleasantly  blended  and  accented  by 
pale  blue.  Traces  of  gold,  and  flecks  of  black  appear  at  the  rims. 
The  reverse  is  similar,  though  much  more  of  the  rich  gold  is  present, 
and  the  rims  offer  attractive  sea  green  and  russet  highlights.  A beau- 
tiful and  completely  original  gem  Hudson  assigned  the  top  grade- 
given  at  NGC  and  worthy  of  placement  m a superb  collection. 

NGC  Census:  16;  none  finer. 


Another  Gem  Hudson 


(2x  photo) 


1095  1935  Hudson.  MS-67  (NGC).  Rich  gold  , russet,  and  rose  arc- 
mottled  across  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  surfaces  while  pleas- 
ing mint  lustre  shows  through.  Another  attractively  toned,  high- 
grade  Hudson  worthy  of  careful  consideration,  and  strong  com- 
petition. 

NGC  Census:  16;  none  finer. 


1096  1936  Long  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  lustre  domi- 
nates the  surfices,  with  rich  silver  gray  toning  toward  the  centers 
and  bold  highlights  of  coppery  red.  gold  and  green  at  the  rims.  A 
delightful  gem  Long  Island. 
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Gem  1920  Maine  50c 


1097  1920  .Maine.  MS-67  (NGC).  Mighly  lustrous  with  mostly  silver 
surfaces.  Highlights  ot  champ.igne,  aqua  blue  and  russet  are  mottled 
across  both  sides.  An  issue  that  is  rarely  seen  offered  at  this  lofty 
grade  level,  which  is  the  highest  assigned  by  NGC. 


1098  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  silver  gray  lus- 
tre with  traces  of  soft  pastel  blue  and  gold  evenly  blended  across 
the  surfaces.  An  interesting  rim  break  is  noted  at  4:00  on  the 
reverse. 


1099  1921  Missouri.  2X4.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rich  golden  gray  toning 
over  both  surfaces. 

1100  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vibrant  silver  lustre  with 
golden  brown  and  deep  gray  toning  at  the  rims.  A bold  gem  ex- 
ample. 


1 101  1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  .MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes 

>f  rich  iridescent  blue,  gold,  and  reddish  gold  at  the  peripheries. 


1102  1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (NGC).  Mixture  of  soft  silver  gray, 
rose  and  gold  toning  on  both  surfaces. 


1103  1936  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  intensely  beautiful  gem 
with  lightly  blended  pale  sky  blue  and  faint  yellow  gold  highlights, 
a true  glory  to  behold. 


1104  1936-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden 
iridescence  on  the  obverse.  Soft  bluish  gray  on  the  reverse  with 
golden  iridescence  at  the  rim. 


1105  1936-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


1106  1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Tied  for  finest  certified  by  NCiC.  PCGS  has  graded  only  one  finer. 
N(;c;  Census:  ,S4.  none  finer. 
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1107  Pair  of  Oregon  Trail  coniniemoratives  grading  MS-67 
(PCGS):  a 1937-0  ☆ 1938-0.  Both  are  satiny  with  golden  ton- 
ing. (Total:  2 pieces) 


1108  1938  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  toning  on 
both  surfaces. 


1109  1939-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Just  a hint 
of  gold  at  the  obverse  rim,  with  golden  iridescence  at  the  reverse 
periphery. 


1110  1939-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  soft  lav- 

ender-gray on  the  obverse  and  pearl  gray  iridescence  on  the  re- 
verse. 


1111  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (NGC).  Whisper  of  golden 

rose  highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces. 


1113  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny  rose- 

gold  surfices. 


1114  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  splashes 

of  rose  toning  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  surfaces. 


1115  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail.  MS-67  (NGC).  Frosty  pearl  gray  sur- 
faces. Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by 
NGC. 

NGC  Census:  37;  none  finer. 

1116  1935  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Spectacular  silver  brilliance  with  in- 
credible lustre  and  eye  appeal.  A superb  gem  suitable  for  anyone 
who  appreciates  fully  brilliant  white  surfaces. 

1117  1935  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Pearlescent  silver  gray  surfaces  with 
nice  lustre.  Arcs  of  heavy  russet  and  gold  accent  the  rims.  Another 
delightful  gem. 

1118  1935  Texas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (NGC):  A sharp  and  nicely 
matched  set,  each  coin  with  lustrous  pearl  gray  iridescence.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

1119  1935-D  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Extraordinary  full  mint  lustre  across 
completely  brilliant  surfaces.  As  bold  and  attractive  as  the  day  it 
was  made. 


1112 


1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on 
both  surfaces  with  splashes  of  soft  golden  toning. 


1120  1936  Texas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  pieces  all 
offer  exceptional  lustre,  and  fully  brilliant  surfaces  save  for  the  San 
Francisco  issue  which  has  a light  blush  of  soft  pastel  toning.  An 
exquisite  gem  set.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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1121  1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  with  rich  satiny 

silver  lustre.  Traces  ot  golden  brown  are  noted  at  the  rims. 


1 122  1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  A frosty  and  highly  lustrous  gem 
with  a hint  ot  pale  rose  and  sky  blue  toning.  Sharp  and  appealing, 
and  nearly  as  fine  a specimen  of  the  date  available  today,  at  least  in 
an  NCiC  holder;  that  firm  has  only  certified  three  examples  of  the 
date  in  finer  grades! 

NGC  Census;  142;  3 finer  (MS-6H  finest). 


1123  1936-S  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Lovely  pearl  gray  iridescence  over 
satiny  surfaces.  A few  flecks  of  rich  toning  are  noted  on  the  re- 
verse. 

1124  1937  Texas  I’DS  set  grading  MS-67  (NGC):  A richly  toned  set. 
The  Philadelphia  issue  is  smoky  gray  with  pleasing  accents  of  pale 
blue,  gold,  and  russet  nicely  blended  across  the  surfaces.  The  branch 
mint  issues  are  mostly  rich  russet  and  golden  brown  with  bursts  of 
bright  silver  brilliance  at  the  centers.  A delightful  set.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


Superb  Gem  Vancouver 


1127  1925  Fort  Vancouver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  and  highly 
lustrous  example  with  taint  gold  accents  blended  across  the  ob- 
verse. The  reverse  is  equally  lustrous,  though  the  toning  is  a little 
heavier,  offering  more  varied  color  and  creating  a truly  delightful 
visual  effect.  Only  a single  specimen  is  graded  higher  by  PCCiS. 


Another  Gem  Vancouver 


1128  1925  Fort  Vancouver.  MS-67  (NGC).  Mright  lustrous  brilliance 
with  just  a trace  ot  soft  pastel  toning.  A striking  gem  example, 
with  none  graded  finer  by  NGC. 


1129  1925  Fort  Vancouver.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  toward 
the  centers,  with  a ring  of  deep  gold,  blue  and  russet  toward  the 
periphery. 


1125  1937  Texas  PDS  set  NGC-certified:  Philadelphia.  MS-67  ☆ 
Denver.  MS-66  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-66.  A beautifully  matched 
set  with  slightly  varying  degrees  of  soft  gold,  lavender,  and  pale 
blue  toning.  The  branch  mint  issues  are  a little  more  brilliant  to- 
ward the  centers  and  all  of  the  pieces  have  superb  lustre.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


1 126  1938  Texas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (NGC).  A nicely  matched 
set,  each  coin  with  pleasing  soft  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  1927  Vermont 
The  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 


1130  1927  Vermont.  MS-68  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces,  pre- 
dominately silver  toward  the  centers  with  soft  overtones  of  pleas- 
ing gold.  A closer  look  will  reveal  blushes  of  soft  green  and  pale 
rose  on  the  obverse  fields,  adding  to  the  visual  appeal.  The  only 
specimen  graded  at  this  level  by  either  service,  and  quite  remark- 
able as  such.  A rare  opportunity  for  any  advanced  collector  of 
commemoratives  who  appreciates  the  highest  grade  available. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 


1131  NGC-certified  commemorative  half  dollar  quartette:  ☆ 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-66.  A touch  of  pale  gold  present  ☆ 1936 
Rhode  Island.  MS-66.  Satiny  pale  champagne  surfices  ☆ 1935-S 
San  Diego.  MS-65.  Fully  brilliant  with  a hint  of  gold  at  the  top  ot 
the  obverse  ☆ 1947-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  A hint  ot 
satiny  gray  iridescence.  A gathering  of  gems.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


COMMEMOl^TIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


Impressive  Proof  1903  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  Gold  $1 
Jefferson  Portrait 
PCGS  Proof-64  CAM 


(2x  photo) 


1133  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait. 
Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Design  by  Charles  Barber.  Bright  and 
lustrous  yellow  gold  with  olive  highlights.  Heavily  frosted  motifs 
seemingly  float  in  a sea  of  molten  refiective  gold.  A splendid  sur- 
vivor from  a Proof  mintage  for  the  issue  of  100  pieces,  many  of 
which  have  either  been  lost  or  mishandled  over  the  ensuing  cen- 
tury since  they  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  Originally  issued  with  a 
certificate  proclaiming  it  among  the  first  100  pieces  coined.  A beau- 
tiful coin  for  the  grade,  and  a coin  that  would  be  a focal  point  in 
any  commemorative  gold  collection. 

1134  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bright 
and  lustrous  with  strong  appeal  for  the  grade. 


Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

With  Star 


(2.\  photo) 


1135  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bold  sat- 
iny gold  lustre  on  both  sides  with  fully  brilliant  surfaces.  Fine  swirl- 
ing die  polish  lines  are  visible  in  the  fields,  as  usually  seen.  A lovely 
gem  example. 


1132  Pair  of  1925  Norse  American  medals:  ☆ Thin.  MS-64.  Lustrous 
with  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  surfaces  Thick.  MS-63.  Sil- 
ver gray  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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C:OMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

1136  1991  $10  or  quarter-ounce  American  Eagles  (13).  All  gem 
Mint  State,  as  issued.  The  1991  $10  gold  American  Eagles  have 
the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  series  within  the  denomination; 
just  36, KM)  e.xamples  were  struck.  (Total:  13  pieces) 

.Actual  gold  weight:  3.25  ounces. 

1137  Quartette  of  four-piece  1995  and  1996  Atlanta  Olympic 
Commemorative  Proof  coin  sets,  Proof-65  or  finer,  as  made: 
1995  set  #1:  ☆ Clad  5()c.  Basketball  iJr  Silver  SI.  Men’s  stationary 
rings  ☆ Silver  $1.  Paralympics-Women’s  track  ☆ S5  Gold.  Torch- 
bearer.  1995  set  #2:  ☆ Clad  5()c.  Baseball  ☆ Silver  SI.  Men’s  sprint 

☆ Silver  SI.  Bicycling  ☆ S5  gold.  Olympic  stadium.  1996  set  #1 : 

☆ Clad  50c.  Swimming  ☆ Silver  SI.  Paralympics-Wheelchair  sprint 

☆ Silver  SI.  Women’s  tennis  ☆ Gold  S5.  Olympic  torch.  1996  set 
#2:  ☆ Clad  50c.  Women's  soccer  ☆ Silver  SI.  High  jump  ☆ Silver 
SI.  Rowing  ☆ Gold  S5.  Torch  lighting.  All  in  original  boxes  of 
issue.  (Total:  4 sets;  16  coins). 


MISCELLANEOUS  COINS 


1138  Eclectic  quartette  of  popular  issues:  ☆ (1792-94)  Kentucky 
token.  Lancaster  edge.  EF-45  BN  (NGC)  ☆ 1937  cent.  Proof-  65 
RD  (PCGS)  ☆ 1938  cent.  Proof-65  RD  (NGC)  ☆ 1897-0  half 
dollar.  F-12  (ANACS).  A key  date.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1139  Pair  of  NGC-certified  popular  design  types:  ☆ 1893  cent. 
Proof-65  RB.  A gorgeous  cameo  gem  with  splashes  of  deep  violet 
on  the  high  points  ☆ 1913-S  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  11.  MS-65.  Sat- 
iny deep  golden  gray  with  bursts  of  bright  pastel  iridescence.  A 
nice  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1140  Odd-ball  denomination  trio:  ☆ 1866  two  cents.  MS-63  RB 
(ICG).  Generous  amounts  of  red  present  ☆ 1851  silver  three  cents. 
MS-63  (NCiC).  First  year  ot  the  denomination.  Lustrous  with  rich 
intermingled  gold  and  blue  toning  ☆ 1883  nickel  three  cents. 
Proot-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale  rose  highlights.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

1141  Certified  half  dimes  and  quarters,  including  a coin  from  the 
famous  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection:  Half dimes:  ☆ 1835  LM-IO, 
V-7.  EF-45  (ANACS)  ☆ 1837  No  Stars.  EF-4()  (NGC)  ☆ 1838 
EF-45  (ANACS)  ☆ 1873  MS-63  (PCGS).  Ex  John  Jay  Pittman 
Collection.  Quarters:  ☆ 1838  No  Drapery.  EF-4()  (ANACS)  ☆ 
1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35  (PCGS)  ☆ 1916-D  Barber.  MS-62 
(PC(iS).  (Total:  7 pieces) 

1 142  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  coins:  ☆ 1947-S  quarter.  MS-67.  Mottled 
golden  brown  and  gray  toning  mostly  on  the  obverse  with  splashes 
on  the  reverse  ☆ 1957  half  dollar.  MS-66  FBL.  Mottled  bluish 
gray  and  gold  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1143  Rolls  of  1960  dated  quarters  and  half  dollars.  Average  grade 
MS-63,  many  finer,  totally  unsearched  by  us  for  gems.  The  end 
pieces  tend  to  be  deeply  toned,  the  interior  coins  are  mainly  bril- 
liant. The  lot  consists  of  eight  quarter  rolls  of  40  coins  each,  plus  a 
partial  roll  containing  36  pieces.  The  half  dollars  are  represented 
by  three  complete  rolls  of  20  coins  each,  plus  a partial  roll  of  16 
pieces.  All  told,  a nice  “treasure  chest”  that  may  yield  some  gems! 
(Total:  432  coins;  356  quarters  and  76  half  dollars) 

1144  Certified  Liberty  Walking,  Franklin,  and  commemorative 
half  dollar  mix;  ☆ 1945-D  (2).  MS-66  (NGC),  and  MS-65 
(PCGS)  ☆ 1955  Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 1956  Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 1957 
Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 1958  Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 1959  Proof-67 
(NGC)  ☆ 1960  Proof-67  (NGC).  Obverse  toning  spots  ☆ 1961 
Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 1962  Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 1963  Proof-67 
(NGC)  ☆ Boone.  1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆ Texas.  1936-D  MS- 
66  (PCGS).  A nice  group  some  with  faint  toning  highlights.  (To- 
tal: 13  pieces) 

Group  of  Silver  Dollars 

1145  Group  of  silver  dollar  types  from  early  to  commemorative: 

☆ 1795  Flowing  Hair.  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Three  Leaves,  Head 
ot  1795.  VCi-10  tor  sharpness,  but  obverse  brushed,  “T”  in  field 
before  Liberty’s  portrait.  “Bar”  diagnostic  in  field  behind  Liberty’s 
tresses  ☆ 1799  BB-161,  B-11.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Date.  Good-6. 
Lilac-gray,  nice  for  the  grade  ☆ 1843  sharpness  of  AU-55,  but 
heavy  obverse  ticks,  reverse  mark  probably  from  an  old  rubber  band 

☆ 1871  F-12  ☆ 1881-CC  MS-62  ☆ 1882  MS-62  ☆ 190.3-0  Fine- 
12  ☆ 1924  MS-62  ☆ Trade  dollar.  1877-CC  VF-25  ☆ Trade  dol- 
lar. 1877-S  AU-50  ☆ Commemorative.  1900  Lafayette.  VF-35. 
Housed  in  old-style  Wayte  Raymond  brown  board  holders.  (To- 
tal: 1 1 pieces) 

1146  Quintette  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1854  Gold  SI.  Type  II.  EF-45.  plenty 
ot  lustre  but  with  light  scratches  ☆ 1836  S2.50.  Fine- 12,  scratches, 
digs,  and  rim  marks  ☆ 1860  S3.  AU-50,  heavily  polished  ☆ 1888 
S3.  EF-45,  scratches,  heavily  polished  ☆ 1834  Classic  Head  S5. 
EF-45,  harshly  rubbed.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1147  Selection  of  certified  gold  issues:  Gold  dollars:  ☆ 1855  EF-45 
(ANACS)  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Quarter  eagles:  ☆ 
1905  MS-62  (NGC)  ☆ 1908  AU-55  (PCGS).  Half  eagles:  ☆ 1907- 
D MS-62  (ICG)  ☆ 1916-S  AU-53  (NGC).  A nice  group.  (Total: 
6 pieces) 

1 148  Selection  of  gold  issues  of  various  denominations  and  types: 

☆ Quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1873-S  EF-40  ☆ 1910  EF-45.  Half  eagles:  ☆ 
1886-S  EF-40  ☆ 1909  EF-40.  Eagles:  ☆ 1907  Liberty.  AU-55  ☆ 
1908  Motto.  EF-40.  Double  eagles:  ☆ 1882  AU-58  ☆ 1928  AU- 
58.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

1149  Quintette  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1896  half eagle.  EF-45  ☆ 1898e.igle. 
EF-45  ☆ 1902  eagle.  EF-40  ☆ 1909  eagle.  EF-45  ☆ 1889-S  double 
eagle.  AU-58.  Each  with  golden  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


END  OF  SALE 
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